
“Paul’s Love for the Galatians” 
(Galatians 4:12-20) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, Paul pointed out three things to the Galatians to motive them not to leave 
Christ:   
a.  They had been the slaves of those things that could do nothing to help them.   

(i)  They were helpless and hopeless.   
(ii)  Not only couldn’t their idols help them, the fact they were willfully enslaved to 

them and served them would only have made their judgment worse.   
 
b.  But God had mercifully set them free through Christ:   

(i)  He had done everything from first to last:  from choosing them in eternity, 
sending His Son to die for them, even to sending His Spirit to change their hearts, 
and bring them into His family.   

(ii)  At least that’s the way it appeared, unless they didn’t turn back to Christ.   
 

c.  But they had turned away from Him and were on their way back to slavery.   
(i)  Though it was Judaism, as we saw this morning, even Judaism with Christ, it still 

amounted to falling away from the grace of Christ (Gal. 5:4).   
(ii)  Their end would be the same as the one who sought false gods.   
(iii)  Only in their case, their punishment would be worse:  great light = greater 

responsibility.   
 
2.  And so Paul warned them:  don’t let all that has done for you be for nothing:   

a.  All that God had done to provide salvation for them.   
b.  All that Paul and the ministers of Christ had done in bringing the Gospel to them and 

teaching them.   
c.  If we turn away from Christ, all the blessings we might have thought we had will 

disappear.   
d.  Jesus Christ is the door, the only way to God, the only way to receive and hold onto 

God’s blessings.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Paul now turns to a new motivation to reconcile the Galatians with the Lord and with 

himself that he hasn’t used up to this point:  Perhaps following on what was said in 
verse 11:  If you turn from Christ, then everything I have done for you will have been 
for nothing.   
a.  He begins to open his heart toward them:   

(i)  To remind them of his love for them and the love that they had had for him to 
help them to see their faults and the fruits of this new teaching they had embraced.   

(ii)  He’s hoping to open their eyes by pulling on their affections, their heart strings.   
 

b.  At the same time, he exposes the hearts of the Judaizers to show the Galatians what 
they were really after.   
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2.  This evening, I want us to see four things:   

a.  First, Paul’s expression of love to the Galatians.   
b.  Second, what their hearts had been like towards him.   
c.  Third, what was really motivating the Judaizers to spread this false doctrine.   
d.  Finally, a tender expression of Paul’s desire to see them converted and to walk with 

Christ.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Paul begins by expressing his affections for them.  “I beg of you, brethren, become as I 
am, for I also have become as you are.  You have done me no wrong” (Gal. 4:12).   
1.  He calls them brethren, though now they are alienated from him.   

a.  He says this to encourage them to lay their resentment aside.   
b.  Sometimes reminding others of our love helps to break the ice.   
 

2.  He begs them to become as he is, since he had become as they are:   
a.  He wants them to abandon the Law for their justification.   
b.  He had given it up and had become as they are – Gentiles trusting in Christ alone – 

showing that he didn’t trust in the Law for his justification.   
c.  How can we ask someone to do something we’re not willing to do?   
d.  Paul shows by his example that he believed what he was saying:  his own life was on 

the line.   
 
3.  He assured them that they had not injured him.   

a.  He was not seeking to correct their error because he was offended, but because of the 
truth and because he desired their well-being.   

b.  Sometimes our intentions are misunderstood and we need to state plainly what our 
intentions are.   

c.  Of course, we should always be willing to believe the best regarding each other.   
 

B.  Next, Paul reminds them of what their heart had been towards him to make them ashamed 
of the things that have come between them:  “But you know that it was because of a bodily 
illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time; and that which was a trial to you in 
my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of God, 
as Christ Jesus Himself.  Where then is that sense of blessing you had?  For I bear you 
witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me.  So 
have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?” (vv. 13-16).   
1.  He begins by reminding them of the difficulties under which he labored to bring the 

Gospel to them.   
a.  He had some kind of sickness, weakness in his flesh:  perhaps injury from 

persecution, problem with speaking, problem with his eyes, etc., that could have 
tempted them to despise him.   

b.  Whatever it was, they didn't think less of him for it, but received him as an angel of 
God, even they would have received Christ.   

c.  This is so different than today where so much is based on our outward appearance 
and first impressions.   

d.  We should not look at the outward man, but inward:  their heart, what  motivates 
them.   
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2.  Their love and admiration for him was so great, they would have been willing to pluck 

out their eyes and give them to him.   
a.  Perhaps this means that Paul had a problem with his eyes.   
b.  Perhaps he meant to show the depths of their willingness to sacrifice for Paul’s needs 

– being willing to give something as precious as their ability to see, if it would 
benefit Paul.   

 
3.  But what had happened?  They had become his enemy.   

a.  These who had benefited from his ministry, had been freed from slavery, adopted 
into the kingdom, were now distancing themselves from him.   

b.  How quickly our hearts change.  How easily a good opinion can change to contempt.   
c.  Before they would have pulled out their eyes to help him, now perhaps they would 

pull out Paul’s eyes.   
d.  This reminds us that we must not strive to please men – men are fickle, their 

affections so easily change.   
e.  We must labor to please God.   
 

4.  In light of their changed attitude, he asks two questions:   
a.  “Where is the sense of blessing you once had?”   

(i)  They used to say that they were blessed through Paul’s ministry of the Gospel.   
(ii)  But now they were hostile towards him.   
(iii)  What caused the problem, was it a deficiency in the Gospel, in the messenger, 

or was the problem with them?  Was it sin in them?   
 

b.  His second question tries to show them the absurdity of their hatred:  “Have I 
become your enemy by telling you the truth?”   
(i)  Isn't this all that he was guilty of?   
(ii)  Isn't this the issue over which they had become his enemies?   

 
5.  It's not unusual for some to consider others as their enemies who are really their best 

friends.   
a.  Ministers may make enemies by faithfully doing their duty.   
b.  But they must still speak the truth though others don’t receive what they have to say.   
c.  If they make enemies by speaking the truth, they may at least know that they are not 

guilty of sin.   
d.  All of us run this risk when we love enough to confront:  but we must do so if we 

love Christ, even though we may end up making those we love enemies.   
 
C.  Next, Paul turns to the men who are deceiving them, who caused all this:  “They eagerly 

seek you, not commendably, but they wish to shut you out so that you will seek them.  But 
it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner, and not only when I am 
present with you” (vv. 17-18).   
1.  Paul turns to their character.   

a.  They eagerly seek you:  they pretend that they are very interested in you, that they 
care about you, that they want to see the best for you.   
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b.  But their motive is bad:  they’re actually trying to convince you that you are shut out 
of the kingdom (Christ isn’t enough) and that they have the key to let you in again 
(through the Law), so that you might seek them (become their disciples).   

c.  They’re in it for themselves, not for you, not because they really care about you.   
 

2.  Those who seduce others with false doctrine often work their ways into people’s 
affections to draw them to their opinions.   
a.  But they really have an eye on themselves and their own interests.   
b.  Because of this, Paul gives them a rule by which to judge them:   

(i)  It is good to be zealous for what is good, and not only when he is there.   
(ii) It doesn’t matter whether he’s there or not.  He doesn’t want them to depend on 

him, but on Christ.   
(iii)  Whose interests is Paul seeking now?  Not his own, but theirs and Christ’s.   
(iv)  The Judaizers could not say the same.   

 
D.  Finally, Paul expresses his desire to see them converted and walking with Christ:  “My 

children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you – but I could wish to 
be present with you now and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you” (vv. 19-
20).   
1.  He had a sincere love and desire to see them saved and grow in Christ, for their good 

and not his, not like these others.   
a.  The fact that they thought he was their enemy did not mean that he thought them his.   
b.  He still cared for them as a parent does his child:  after all, he was the means of their 

conversion to Christ.  He desired that Christ be born in them and formed in them:  
that they would be saved and conformed to His image/sanctified.   

 
2.  Further, Paul showed his love by his desire to be with them, to see them repent, so that 

he could change the seriousness of his tone, because the way they were now going, their 
future was in doubt.   
a.  Ministers desire to see their children grow in the Lord, as parents do their children.   
b.  Their main goal is not that they may be loved by them or take advantage of them, but 

that they may do what they are able to see them renewed in grace and help them 
grow in Christ.   

c.  And their concern doesn’t end until they see them conformed into His image:  until 
they stop trusting in their own righteousness and rely on Christ’s righteousness 
alone.   

d.  This, I hope by God’s grace, is our goal here.   
e.  I hope this is also your goal when you minister to your brothers and sisters.   
f.  We shouldn’t be drawing out the love of our brethren to ourselves, but to Christ.   
g.  By doing this, it should also increase our love for one another and transform us into a 

grand example of the reality of Jesus Christ.   
h.  May the Lord do so among us.  Amen.   


