
“Paul’s Love for Israel” 
(Romans 9:1-5) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  To understand the book of Romans, we need to remember it was written primarily 

to Jews.   
1.  There were both Jews and Gentiles in the church at Rome, but it appears as 

though they were mainly Jews.   
2.  Paul was writing to them to confirm their confidence in the Gospel:   

a.  To show there was no other way of salvation but through the Gospel (1:16).   
b.  To show them that it wasn’t enough to have the Law, one had also to keep it 

(2:13).   
c.  That the true Jew was the one whose heart was circumcised by the Spirit (v. 

29).   
d.  That the Jews had a great advantage by having the Law, but that the Law 

condemned them all that it might point them to Christ and the salvation that’s 
in Him (3:23-24).   

e.  That even their spiritual and physical fathers – Abraham and David – were 
justified by grace through faith, not by their works (chap. 4).   

f.  And that Christ was the only one who could end their separation from God 
and reconcile them to Himself (chap. 5).   

 
3.  After that, Paul began to deal with sanctification:   

a.  How our union with Jesus through faith killed the old man (chap. 6).   
b.  How we are to walk now in newness of life (chap. 6).   
c.  How it’s not the Law that’s bad, but sin is, and how we should fight against 

sin (chap. 7).   
d.  And finally, though sin is hard to fight against and often overcomes us, yet 

how the Lord will complete that work in us and bring us safely to heaven 
(chap. 8).   

 
B.  Paul now returns to dealing with the Jews.   

1.  In chapter 9, he tells us that God’s promise to the Jew hasn’t failed.   
2.  In chapter 10, how they can be saved through receiving their Messiah.   
3.  And in chapter 11, what God’s plan for them is in the present time:  how He has 

turned to the Gentiles to provoke them to jealousy and to bring them to faith.   
4.  This morning, he gives us some insight into his personal concern for Israel.   

a.  First, he tells us how grieved he is that Israel is God’s enemy:  he is so 
grieved that he would rather perish than that they would perish.   

b.  And second, why he is grieved:  because these are his people, and because 
they are God’s people.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul tells us about his personal sorrow over Israel’s condition.   
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1.  First, he assures his readers of his genuineness (v. 1).   
a.  “I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying.”  Sometimes a person needs 

to insist on this if those he talks to don’t believe him.   
b.  “My conscience bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit.”   

(i)  He’s not deceived.  He believes himself sincere.   
(ii)  The Spirit also bears witness in him.   
 

c.  Why would he need to say this?   
(i)  Perhaps the Jews thought Paul didn’t care about His people.   
(ii)  He went to the Gentiles with the Gospel.   
(iii)  He often wiped the dust off his feet against the Jews (Acts 13:51).   
 

d.  But did this mean he didn’t care?  No.  He did care.   
 
2.  He tells us that he cares in vv. 2-3.   

a.  “I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart.”   
(i)  We all know what sorrow and grief are.   
(ii)  We know what it’s like to have it constantly gnawing at our hearts.   
(iii)  It’s not pleasant, but often happens when something very dear to us is at 

stake.   
(iv)  What was at stake was the future of Paul’s nation, his people, his 

brethren.   
 
b.  Notice how deep his grief ran:   

(i)  “For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for 
the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”  What does 
this mean?   

(ii)  He loved them so much, he was willing to be considered cursed by them 
for preaching the Gospel to them.   

(ii)  If it was possible and if it would help, he was willing to be cut off from 
the church for them.   

(iii)  And if it was possible and if it would save them, he was even willing to 
be cut off from Christ, ending in everlasting destruction.   

(iv)  Moses made this same offer to the Lord:  He said, “‘Alas, this people 
has committed a great sin, and they have made a god of gold for 
themselves.  But now, if You will, forgive their sin – and if not, please 
blot me out from Your book which You have written!’  The LORD said to 
Moses, ‘Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book’” 
(Ex. 32:31-33).   

(v)  Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life 
for his friends” (John 15:13).   

(vi)  Paul had that kind of love.   
 
B.  What gave Paul this love?  Why was he so concerned?    

1.  First, it’s because of who they were:  “My brethren, my kinsmen according to 
the flesh.”   
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a.  We should love our own families, our own people.   
b.  Paul writes to Timothy, “If anyone does not provide for his own, and 

especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse 
than an unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8).   

 
2.  But second, he was especially grieved because of who they were in relation to 

God:  They were His people, who had all these advantages, and yet they were 
unconverted.   
a.  They were Israelites:  the sons of Israel/Jacob, the one with the promises, the 

fulfillment of the Abrahamic promise.   
b.  They had the adoption as sons:  They were God’s children.  The Lord told 

Moses to say to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Israel is My son, My 
firstborn’” (Ex. 4:22).   

c.  They had the glory:  God’s presence among them, in the wilderness as the 
pillar of cloud/fire, in the Tabernacle and in the Temple signified by the 
presence of His ark (1 Sam. 4:21).   

d.  They had the covenants:  they were the heirs of the Abrahamic, Mosaic, 
Davidic, and the promise of the New Covenant.   

e.  They had the Law.   
(i)  They knew what was right, what was pleasing to God.   
(ii)  This set them apart from all the other nations:  “For what great nation is 

there that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call 
on Him?  Or what great nation is there that has statutes and judgments as 
righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today” (Deu. 
4:7-8; cf. Ps. 147:19-20).   

 
f.  They had the Temple service:  While other nations were worshiping trees, 

rocks, demons, they worshiped the true God in the right way.   
g.  They had the promises:  the promise of the land of Palestine, pointing to the 

new heavens and earth; the promise of a great seed, pointing to those who 
believe in Christ; and the promise of being a blessing to all the nations, 
pointing to the fulfillment of all the promises in Christ.   

h.  They had the fathers:  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the ones who received the 
promises.   

i.  And Christ was a part of their family/came through their line:   
(i)  As to His human nature (Heb. 2:16).   
(ii)  What really makes Him important is that He is God over all, blessed 

forever (v. 5).   
(iii)  This is one of the clearest statements about His divinity in all the Bible.   
 

j.  Paul was grieved because they had all these spiritual blessings/advantages, 
and yet they didn’t take advantage of them.   

 
3.  Why does Paul bring this up?   

a.  In the first part of the book, he indicted Israel so heavily, one might be 
tempted to think he didn’t care about them.   
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b.  But here he expresses his heart:  he did care, he was grieved; as we will see, 
he looked forward to God’s mercy on them.   

 
III.  Application.   

A.  This passage first calls us to examine our own natural affections.   
1.  Paul loved his kinsman according to the flesh, his people, his family.   

a.  He loved them and cared for them in spite of their spiritual condition.   
b.  He was grieved over them, in spite of their hatred of him.   
c.  He was willing to suffer persecution and even damnation to see them saved.   
 

2.  This calls us to love our nation, our neighbors, our family, not because Paul did, 
but because he was doing what Christ calls us to do.   
a.  We are to love our neighbor, and if our neighbor, how much more our 

family?   
b.  How much are we to love them?  Jesus says as much as we love ourselves 

(Matt. 22:39).   
c.  Do you love your neighbor, family members, husband, wife, children enough 

to be willing to make the ultimate sacrifice and be accursed and separated 
from Christ for them?   

d.  This passage calls us to examine our hearts:  where is our love?  Do we care?   
 

B.  But second, it calls us to love those in the church even more.  Paul wasn’t grieved 
only because this was his nation, but because they were God’s people.   
1.  When members of God’s covenant people turn from the right path and go down 

the wrong, how do we respond?  What should be our response?   
a.  Jesus said the good shepherd leaves the ninety-nine on the mountains to 

search for the one who went astray (Matt. 18:12-13).   
b.  There is more joy in heaven over one who repents than over ninety-nine who 

don’t need repentance (Luke 15:7).   
c.  Sometimes we forget this and write don’t give them much thought.   
 

2.  We should be more concerned.  We should care about our brothers and sisters in 
Christ more.   
a.  It’s true there’s only so much we can do:  we can’t chase them forever.   
b.  It’s true that in the end they might not be true brethren.   
c.  But we do need to do what we can.  We need to care.   
d.  May God give us the grace we need to love each other more.  Amen.   


