
“Paul’s Indictment of the Jews, Part 5” 
(Romans 2:17-24) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Have you ever met someone who somehow thinks he or she has it all together, 

who loves to point the finger and criticize others, but is oblivious to their own 
faults and weaknesses?   
1.  We know people like this, who see the faults in others, but don’t seem to be able 

to see their own; or if they do, you’d never know it.  They are so full of pride.  
They don’t think they need to be corrected.   

2.  We often see this spirit in those around us.  But how often do we recognize it in 
ourselves?  How often do we think we’re right and others are wrong, that we’re 
blameless and others are to blame?  Too often, I fear.   

3.  We need to remember that since sin still lives in our hearts, we are capable of 
doing just about whatever the unbeliever can do.   

4.  We can act just like the people Jesus ministered to and like those Paul is writing 
about – the Jews.  These people, for the most part, were so proud – because they 
had the Law and the covenants of God – that they didn’t think they had a need 
for the Great Physician of souls – the Lord Jesus.   

5.  But Paul knew what these people needed.  He knew their pride needed to be 
broken.  He knew they had to face their sin, before they would turn to Christ.   

6.  That’s why he spends so much of this letter pointing it out to them.   
 

B.  So far in chapter two, we have seen four of his charges.   
1.  The first was very much like the one we will look at this morning:  They were 

condemning others for the very things they themselves were practicing (vv. 1-3).   
2.  The second was that by continuing in sin, they were storing up wrath for 

themselves in the day of God’s wrath, who will give to everyone exactly what 
his works deserve (vv. 4-8).   

3.  The third was that even though they were Jews – God’s covenant people – He 
would not be partial to them; but with their greater light would also come greater 
condemnation (vv. 9-12).   

4.  Last week, Paul charged them with being only hearers of the Law, not doers.  
But he reminded them that only those who obeyed would be justified (vv. 12-
16).   

5.  Again, let’s not forget what Paul is doing here:   
a.  He’s seeking to drive the Jews out of their false security.   
b.  He’s trying to awaken them to their danger.   
c.  And he’s doing this to drive them to Christ.   
d.  Only in Christ would they find the righteousness they needed to be justified.   

(i)  Only He has kept the Law perfectly.   
(ii)  Only by believing in Him would they be considered perfect by God.   
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e.  But only in Christ would they also find the strength they needed to keep the 
Law themselves.   
(i)  Keeping the Law wouldn’t save them, but it would show that they were 

saved.   
(ii)  Christ came into this world to redeem a people who are zealous for good 

works (Titus 2:14).   
(iii)  When we do good works, we vindicate God’s truth:  we prove that what 

the Lord said is true, we show the world that Jesus is real, we show that 
we are His disciples, and we bring glory to God.   

 
C.  This morning, let’s consider Paul’s fifth charge:   

1.  They thought that having the Law, understanding it, teaching it, and giving what 
obedience they did to it was enough.   
a.  The problem was they weren’t allowing it to teach them.   
b.  They refused to recognize their own sin.   
c.  Far from glorifying God through a life of godliness and obedience, through 

their breaking of the Law, they were actually giving those outside the 
covenant camp – the Gentiles – a reason to blaspheme God.   

d.  They were driving them away, instead of drawing them near.   
 

2.  In light of this, I would challenge each of us here this morning to examine our 
own lives to see what our example is doing for God’s cause – are we drawing 
people nearer to Him, or driving them away?  Are we showing them what God is 
really like, so that He can draw those whom He will, or are we showing them a 
god who doesn’t exist, either pushing them away, or drawing them to a god who 
can’t save them?   

3.  As we think about these things, let’s consider what we need to change to make 
Christ and the Gospel more attractive, in a biblical sense, through our lives.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul tells us that the Jews thought they had all they needed in the Law.   
1. They had the name Jew:  which means they weren’t Gentiles, but God’s 

covenant people.   
2.  They relied on the Law:  God had entrusted His commandments to them, but 

instead of seeing their sin through it, they developed a false righteousness – a 
confidence that they had kept it and that God would accept them.   

3.  They boasted in God:  they took pride in the fact that He was their God, in 
covenant with them through Abraham, marked as His people by circumcision.   

4.  They knew His will:  they had His Law, they knew what He required.   
5.  They approved the things that were essential:  they knew God’s Law was 

trustworthy, valuable, and that it was a blessing to have it.   
6.  They were instructed out of the Law:  they had been trained/catechized in it.   
7.  They were confident that they knew the difference between right and wrong, 

what God’s will was, what He approved and what He condemned:   
a.  They thought they would be able to instruct others, that they would be a 

guide to those who didn’t know God’s truth by that truth.   
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b.  They thought they would be able to teach those who were yet babies in their 
understanding, realizing that in the Law, they had all they needed to know of 
God’s wisdom.   

c.  They though that because they had the Law and were instructed in it, that this 
qualified them to lead others, primarily the Gentiles, to the true God.   

d.  This might have been the case, if they had listened to the Law and submitted 
to is, if they had let it point out their sins and lead them to Christ.   

 
B.  But they hadn’t.  This brings us to the second point:  They really hadn’t taken a 

good look at themselves through the Law – they were presuming to teach others, 
but they had not first taught themselves (v. 21).   
1.  Paul asks them whether they had examined their own lives.  He says:   

a.  You who preach that one should not steal, do you steal?   
b.  You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery?   
c.  You who detest idols, do you rob temples?  That is to say, you who say you 

hate idols, are you making a profit from the temples where idol worship is 
practiced?   

 
2.  The answer to these questions was yes.   

a.  They were guilty of doing the very thing they were condemning others for.   
b.  They bragged about the fact that they had the Law, kept the Law, and 

understood it well enough to teach others, but they were really dishonoring 
God through their breaking of it (v. 23).   

 
C.  As a result, they were bringing reproach on God’s name.   

1.  God had set them apart to be a holy nation.  He had given them His Law and 
expected them to be a light to lead others to Himself.   

2.  But they twisted and perverted the Law to their own advantage.  They didn’t 
keep it.  They kept up a form of godliness on the outside, perhaps even as a 
matter of conscience, but their hypocrisy was pushing others away.   

3.  Instead of glorifying God, His name was blasphemed among the nations because 
of them, just as Isaiah the prophet wrote (Isa. 52:5), and just as the Lord said to 
His people in Ezekiel 36:20-23, “When they came to the nations where they 
went, they profaned My holy name, because it was said of them, ‘These are the 
people of the Lord; yet they have come out of His land.’  But I had concern for 
My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations where 
they went.   Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “It is 
not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy 
name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went.  I will 
vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the 
nations, which you have profaned in their midst.  Then the nations will know 
that I am the Lord,” declares the Lord God, when I prove Myself holy among 
you in their sight.’”   
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III.  Application.   
A.  First, this passage warns us against the sin of hypocrisy:  of pretending we’re one 

thing, when we’re really another.   
1.  The Lord hates hypocrisy.  He hates those who pretend they love Him with their 

words but show they really hate Him with their actions.   
2.  He especially hates it when they try to correct others in an area where they 

themselves are guilty of the same sins.   
a.  Jesus tells us that we need to remove the log from our own eye before we try 

to help someone with the speck that is in their eye (Matt. 7:5).   
b.  In other words, we need to take a good look at ourselves and reform our own 

lives by God’s grace, before we try to help others reform theirs.   
c.  This applies not only if we are guilty of the same sin, but others as well.   
 

3.  Now this doesn’t mean that if someone who is struggling with their own sin 
tries to help us with ours that we shouldn’t listen to them.  We should, if what 
they say is true.   

4.  But it warns us against focusing our attention on the sins of others, while we 
neglect our own.   

5.  We need to clean our own houses first before we try to help our neighbor clean 
theirs.   

 
B.  And this reminds us again of what Paul said last time:  we need to be doers of the 

Law and not merely hearers of it – not only for our own sake, but for the sake of 
others.   
1.  The Jews heard the Law, they knew what it said, but they didn’t do it.  That’s 

what led to their hypocrisy and their subsequent dishonoring of God’s name.   
2.  We have many of the same advantages that the Jews had – we have the Word of 

God, His Law, teachers, ministers, the worship of God, the sacraments, 
including the covenant sign of baptism.  We need to be careful that we live up to 
our obligation to walk in the ways of God’s covenant.   

3.  When we call ourselves Christians, we immediately draw attention to ourselves.   
a.  People look at us to see what we’re like, to see if we practice what we preach.   
b.  People will judge Christ and the Christian religion by what they see in us.   
c.  And because they hate God by nature, they will be quicker to condemn us if 

we fail.  Jesus said, “If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how 
much more will they malign the members of his household” (Matt. 10:25)!   

 
4.  Because of this, we need to be careful that we adorn the Gospel with a godly 

life.  We need to be careful that we are good witnesses of Christ.  We need to 
avoid those things that we know are wrong, not only because they are wrong, 
but because of the witness they bring to Christ.  We are His representatives.  
Christian means little Christ.   

5.  But how can we do this?  Only through Christ.  Only He can justify us and only 
He can give us the strength to walk in His ways and bring glory to His name.   

6.  So let’s look to Christ now for His strength to shine as lights to His glory.  
Amen.   


