
“The Doers of the Law Will Be Justified” 
(Romans 2:12-16) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  Paul sets out in the early chapters of Romans to show that all men are 
condemned and helpless, unless God does something to help them.   
a.  In chapter one, he showed how the Gentiles, who didn’t have the Law, are 

condemned because they reject the God they see in nature.   
b.  In chapter 2, he began to set his sights on the Jews to show them that they 

were in much the same position.   
 

2.  So far he has pointed out three things the Jews were guilty of:   
a.  First, they were good at pointing out the sins of others, but that didn’t excuse 

their sin.  It’s not what others were doing, but what they were doing that was 
the point at issue.   

b.  Second, because they were practicing sin, they were storing up wrath for 
themselves in the day of God’s judgment, not reward.  God will give to every 
man what he deserves.   

c.  And third, God is not partial:  even though they were Jews – God’s covenant 
people – He wasn’t going to let them off the hook.   
(i)  God isn’t partial to anyone.   
(ii)  Those who do good will be rewarded with life (v. 7, 10).   
(iii)  But those who practice evil will be condemned (v. 8, 9).   
 

B.  This brings us this morning to the fourth charge:  hearing the Law is not enough, 
you must also do it to be just.   
1.  The Law was meant to teach them that God requires perfection.   
2.  But somehow, they thought that by merely hearing it, or doing lip-service to it, 

that would be enough, but it wasn’t.   
3.  The Lord reminds us through this passage again this morning that He will only 

justify those who are perfect, those who obey His commandments.  But it also 
reminds us that since we aren’t perfect, we need Christ.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul tells us that the doers of the Law will be justified.  What does it mean to 
be justified?   
1.  To be justified means to be declared just.   
2.  To be just means that according to the Law, I am blameless – I have done 

everything right and nothing wrong.   
3.  Justification is a legal term used in a court of law.  It refers to a person passing 

judgment and being acquitted from all guilt.   
4.  In God’s court of Law, it means being declared perfectly righteous according to 

His standard – the Law.   
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5.  But God will only declare those to be just who really are just.  If He did 
otherwise, He would be unjust.  He can’t overlook sin.   

 
B.  This brings us to Paul’s first point:  All who have sinned will be condemned.  To 

charge the Jews even more strongly, he says even if they have the Law.   
1.  In verse 12, Paul tells us, “All who have sinned without the Law will also perish 

without the Law.”   
a.  Here, he is talking about the Gentiles.   

(i)  They are without the Law.   
(ii)  There is some debate as to what this means.   

(a)  Certainly they didn’t have the Mosaic Law.  Since Paul is contrasting 
those who don’t have it with those who do, he’s probably referring to 
this Law.   

(b)  But does this mean they didn’t have any law?   
(c)  They didn’t have any written law from God.   
(d)  They may have had their own law, but unless it reflected God’s law, 

that really wouldn’t matter.   
(e)  But what about the law of nature, the knowledge of God’s Law as a 

part of their being made in His image?   
(f)  They appeared to have some knowledge of this law:  verse 14 may be 

an indication of this; 1:32 certainly is (quote).   
 

b.  But regardless, the point he’s making is this:  they didn’t have the Law, but 
they sinned anyway, so they will perish.   

c.  They must be doers of the Law to be justified – those who sin will not be 
justified.   
 

2.  But having the Law won’t help either if you don’t obey it:  “All who have 
sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law” (v. 12).   
a.  Here, Paul is referring to the Jews – they had the Law; they were under the 

Law.   
b.  But they didn’t keep the Law.  Therefore, the Law wouldn’t save them, only 

condemn them.   
c.  Paul writes to the church in Galatia, “For as many as are of the works of the 

Law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not 
abide by all things written in the book of the Law, to perform them’” (Gal. 
3:10).   

d.  They didn’t perform all things, therefore they were cursed.   
e.  The Law would even speak out against them on the Day of Judgment.  With 

greater light comes greater responsibility.   
 

C.  This brings us to Paul’s second point:  It’s not those who hear the Law who will be 
justified, but those who do it (v. 13).   
1.  The Jews thought having the Law would save them.   

a.  Theoretically, this would be right, if they kept it.   
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b.  If they had been born without sin, had kept the Law perfectly, if they had 
loved God with all their heart, mind, soul, and strength and their neighbor as 
themselves their whole lives, God would declare them to be just.   

c.  But they were born in sin, didn’t keep the Law perfectly for even one 
moment, and never loved God or their neighbor in this way.   

d.  Hearing wouldn’t save them.  Keeping the Law would.   
 
2.  Paul then points to the Gentiles as an example of those who do keep it.   

a.  Here is another debated passage.   
(i)  What does Paul mean here that the Gentiles who don’t have the Law do 

these things instinctively?   
(ii)  He could mean that they sometimes kept that law which is a part of their 

being in the image of God.   
(iii)  However, chapter one indicates that they didn’t; and in chapter 3 he will 

say no one does (vv. 10, 12).   
(iv)  On the other hand, he could be pointing to converted Gentiles to show 

that the Law can be kept:  even though they didn’t have the Law, they 
showed that the Spirit had written it on their hearts and made them able 
and willing to believe and obey (v. 15).  Conversion brings obedience.   

(v)  Since chapter two is one large argument against the Jews, and since he 
ends the chapter by pointing out that the true Jew is the one who has had 
his heart circumcised by the Spirit, enabling him to keep the Law, it 
appears as though this is what he is referring to.   

 
b.  The point is that God will accept these Gentiles because they are obeying 

Him, but He will reject the Jews because they’re not.   
 

D.  Lastly, he points us to the Day of Judgment, to show us that there is a practical 
application of this point (vv. 15-16).   
1.  On that day, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ as Judge.   

a.  Those who had the Law will be judged by that standard.   
b.  Those who didn’t will be judged by that light they had – the Gentiles, who 

didn’t have the Law, will be judged by the knowledge they did have through 
the indwelling of the Spirit who writes the Law on their hearts (Heb. 8:10).   

c.  Thankfully, the Lord will judge them by Christ’s works for their salvation.   
d.  Their own good works will only reveal whether or not they have faith.   
 

2.  This reminds us again that the Lord will judge every man according to what he 
has done.   
a.  Those who persevere in obedience will be rewarded with eternal life.   
b.  But those who persevere in disobedience will be condemned.   
c.  It is not the hearer who will be justified, but the doer of the Law.   
 

III.  Application:  This passage asks us this morning, “Are we doers of the Law, or 
hearers only?”   
A.  God will only declare those just who are perfect.  Are you perfect?   
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1.  Have you ever sinned?   
a.  Do you obey God perfectly?   
b.  Have you done this from the first day of your existence to the present?   
c.  The answer is obviously, No.  Not only was each of us born in sin, but we 

have done nothing but sin since we were born.   
 

2.  If that is the case, then how can we be justified?   
a.  If we stand in our own righteousness, we will be condemned.   
b.  We can only look outside of ourselves to someone who has done it perfectly 

– to Jesus Christ.   
c.  God will not justify the ungodly, in the sense that He will not declare 

someone to be just who really isn’t.   
d.  But He will justify the ungodly in the sense that a person may have 

personally failed, but trusted in and received the righteousness of His Son.   
e.  If you haven’t trusted in Jesus, do so now and receive His righteousness.  It’s 

the only obedience that will justify you in God’s eyes.   
 
B.  But I would further ask you this morning, Are you a doer of the Law?  Remember, 

it is our works that will speak for us on the Day of Judgment.   
1.  Our works will not save us, but they will show what we are.   

a.  The fruit does not make the tree good or bad; it only shows whether the tree 
is a good tree or a bad tree.   

b.  Even so, our works won’t save us, they will only show what our character is.   
c.  If you keep God’s Law out of love for Him, you show that you are a good 

tree, a converted soul.   
 

2.  Jesus came into this world not only to cleanse our sins and to give us a perfect 
righteousness, but also to break the power of sin and give us the strength to live 
a godly life.   
a.  He came to redeem a people zealous for good works (Titus 2:14).   
b.  “We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).   
c.  Examine your life to see what kind of a tree you are.   
d.  If you find that you are bearing good fruit, thank the Lord for His mercy and 

ask Him for more of His grace to bear even more fruit.   
e.  If you find sin in your life, don’t be discouraged, but realize that we will all 

struggle with sin until we die.  Call on the Lord for His grace to strengthen 
you in your fight against it.   

f.  But if you find that your life is not a pattern of good works, but only bad, then 
ask Him for His mercy to change your heart and to make you a good tree.   

 
C.  Paul tells us that the doers of the Law will be justified, not those who merely hear.   

1.  Make sure that you are trusting in Christ’s obedience alone to save you.   
2.  But make sure that He has saved you by looking for the fruit of loving 

obedience in your own life.  Amen.   


