
“Paul’s Indictment of the Jews, Part 3” 
(Romans 2:9-12) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Our text this morning tells us that God doesn’t show partiality.  And so I thought 

we would begin by making an observation about ourselves in this area.   
1.  The question is, Do you ever show partiality or favoritism to anyone?  Do you 

show the same kindness to everyone?   
2.  Have you ever had two people do exactly the same thing to you, but one you 

overlooked and didn’t think much of, but the other you became irritated with?   
3.  Have you ever noticed your children – that one might get along well with a 

brother or sister but with another they don’t?   
4.  Children have you noticed that about yourselves?   
 

B.  The problem is that we are partial.   
1.  We don’t treat everyone the same.   

a.  We are biased towards those we love – our spouses, children, friends.   
b.  And we are biased against those we don’t love.   
 

2.  We don’t treat them equally – as God tells us:  love your neighbor (all your 
neighbors) as yourself.   
a.  Paul writes, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who 

loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law” (Rom. 13:8).   
b.  We are not to be indebted to one another for anything but this:  to show love 

and kindness to one another.   
c.  This is what God requires.  This is what justice requires.   
d.  But how often do we pay this love and how often withhold it?   
e.  Not this doesn’t mean we can’t have our favorites.  We may love one person 

more than another.   
f.  But we may not withhold the love we are obligated by God to pay one 

another, or the justice that may be due someone because they have sinned.   
 

C.  This morning, Paul tells us that God isn’t partial.   
1.  Now I don’t mean by this that God doesn’t have favorites.   

a.  He obviously doesn’t treat all men the same.   
b.  Some He predestined to everlasting life and others He didn’t.   
c.  He called Abram, not Terah; Isaac, not Ishmael; Jacob, not Esau.   
d.  Not because of what they’ve done, but in spite of it, because of His sovereign 

good pleasure (Eph. 1:5).   
e.  Even Jesus had His favorite disciples – Peter, James and John.   
 

2.  But God is not partial when it comes to His kindness and justice.   
a.  God is kind and good to all.  His mercies are over all His works (Ps. 145:9), 

except when He withdraws it for judgment.   
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b.  His kindness is the basis for our kindness to others.  Jesus says, “But love 
your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself 
is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful” (Luke 6:35).   

c.  But He is also not partial in judgment:  He will give to every man precisely 
what he deserves:  as we saw last week, what a man sows, he will reap.   
(i)  To those who persevere in obedience to His Law - eternal life.   
(ii)  To those who persevere in disobeying His Law – eternal damnation.   

 
3.  This morning, Paul tells the Jews this also applies to them.   

a.  God will not be partial to them because they are Abraham’s children, 
circumcised, or have the Law.   

b.  He will treat every man the same:  He will judge them by their works, both 
Jews and Gentiles, those outside as well as those within His visible church.   

c.  He will not be partial, but absolutely just and righteous in judgment.   
d.  Therefore, if we want more than our works deserve, we must have a better 

righteousness than our own – we need the righteousness of Christ.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  Paul is still dealing in generalities, but it’s clear that he is heading toward targeting 

the Jews in the first 16 verses.   
1.  Notice here that he repeats what he said in verses 4-8, only he makes sure that 

the Jews see they are included.   
a.  “There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of 

the Jew first and also of the Greek” (v. 9).   
b.  “But glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first 

and also to the Greek” (v. 10).   
 

2.  Far from being excuses from judgment, they are first in order of prominence:  
He says to the Jew first.   
a.  This doesn’t mean that God will necessarily punish or reward them first, but 

that they will stand out in the judgment.  Why?   
b.  The answer is simple:  with greater privilege comes greater responsibility.   

(i)  The Jews had the Lord’s covenant:  They were His people and He their 
God.   

(ii)  They had the Law – they knew His will.   
(iii)  They had His covenant in their flesh – the sign of circumcision.   
(iv)  With these greater privileges, they had a greater responsibility to live up 

to them.  
(v)  God would more readily reward their obedience.   
(vi)  But also more readily punish their disobedience.   
 

3.  But notice the Gentiles are not excused from judgment because they didn’t have 
these privileges.   
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a.  “For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law, 
and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law” (v. 12).   

b.  Everyone who sins will be judged, whether they sinned in ignorance of the 
Mosaic Law or in its clear light.   

c.  Only their judgment will be less severe, since they didn’t know better.   
d.  Remember what Jesus said in the context of the Second Coming and 

Judgment in Luke 12:47-48, “And that slave who knew his master's will and 
did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but 
the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will 
receive but few.  And from everyone who has been given much shall much be 
required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the 
more.”   

 
4.  The point is:  God is not partial.   

a.  He will take all the circumstances into account.  He will give to each man 
exactly what he deserves.   

b.  The blessing and privileges of God’s covenant won’t do the Jews any good, 
if they don’t obey.   

c.  These things will actually speak out against them in the day of God’s 
judgment.   

 
B.  But again, why does Paul bring this up?   

1.  It’s because he’s wanting to show them their need for the Savior.   
a.  If God will not be partial in judgment, then who will be saved?  No one!  

Everyone will be condemned!   
b.  “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).   
c.  Even one sin is enough to condemn someone to hell.  Everyone has at least 

this much coming into the world.   
d.  But everyone, except for those who die at conception or shortly after birth, 

has sinned much more than once.   
e.  If even the privileges of covenant membership won’t save them, but make 

their judgment worse, how can they be saved?   
f.  There’s only one way:  through someone who hasn’t fallen short – through 

Jesus.   
 

2.  God won’t be partial to Jesus, as we think about partiality.  But He will in the 
sense that Jesus is perfect.   
a.  Jesus has the very character of God, because He is God.   
b.  He has a holy nature:  He loves righteousness.   
c.  Because He does, He obeyed His Father perfectly.   
d.  And because of who He is – the image of God – and because of what He has 

done – obeyed perfectly – the Father loves Him perfectly.   
e.  And because those who trust in Jesus are united to Him, the Father will love 

those who believe in Him in the same way.   
(i)  Those who believe in Jesus are grafted into Him by the Spirit of God.   
(ii)  When they are, everything that Jesus has done becomes theirs.   
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(iii)  Now when the Father looks at them, He sees His Son, and when He 
judges them, He judges what His Son has done, not what they have done.   

(iv)  The Son is perfect, so He passes the judgment of God, and those who are 
in Him come through as well, since they appear the same in Him.   

 
III.  Application:   

A.  And so we see God is not partial.   
1.  He will pour out tribulation and distress to everyone to everyone who does evil.   
2.  But He will also give glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good.   
 

B.  The problem is that no one does good (Rom. 3:12).   
1.  Every one of us has sinned and even one sin is enough to condemn us.   
2.  God will not be partial to us because we have been baptized, are members of His 

visible church, or do good deeds.   
3.  The fact that we are in the church and have His Word, His Law, His truth, 

baptism and the sacraments, will only make our judgment worse, because we 
don’t keep His commandments.   

4.  God will only justify those who are righteousness.   
 

C.  But He has provided righteousness for us in Christ.   
1.  We will not be able to stand on that day by ourselves; but we can in Christ.   
2.  If we trust in Him, the Lord will love us and accept us, just as He does His Son, 

because in His Son we are made perfect.   
3.  Jonathan Edwards wrote this concerning our acceptance in Christ, “Christ is a 

person so dear to the Father, that those who are in Christ need not be at all 
jealous of being accepted upon his account.  If Christ is accepted they must of 
consequence be accepted, for they are in Christ, as members, as parts, as the 
same.  They are the body of Christ, his flesh and his bones.  They that are in 
Christ Jesus are one spirit.  Therefore, if God loves Christ Jesus, he must of 
necessity accept of those that are in him, and that are of him.  But Christ is a 
person exceedingly dear to the Father:  the Father’s love to the Son is really 
infinite.  God necessarily loves the Son.  God could as soon cease to be, as cease 
to love the Son.  He is God’s elect, in whom his soul delights.  He is his beloved 
Son, in whom he is well pleased.  He loved him before the foundation of the 
world, and had infinite delight in him from all eternity.  A terrified conscience, 
therefore, may have rest here, and abundant satisfaction that he is safe in Christ, 
and that there is not the least danger but that he shall be accepted, and that God 
will be at peace with him in Christ” (Safety, 5).   

4.  If you are in Christ this morning, you are safe from God’s judgment.  You will 
pass it with no difficulties.   

5.  But if you are not, you are in danger until you are.  If you want God to accept 
you, then you must trust in Christ.  If you do, He will.  Salvation is a free gift.  
You can’t earn it, you can’t add to it by your works.  All you can do is receive it.  
If you haven’t done so, do so now and find safety in Jesus Christ.  Amen.   


