
“Paul’s Indictment of the Jews, Part 2” 
(Romans 2:4-8) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Paul is showing that all men are under condemnation, without excuse.  He’s 

pulling the rug out from under everyone’s presumed righteousness.   
1.  He began by condemning the Gentiles – “they are without excuse” (1:20).   
2.  Now he has turned his guns on the Jews.   

a.  His first charge:  they were practicing the same sin they condemned in others.   
b.  This week, his second charge:  by practicing sin, they are storing up wrath.   
 

3.  He doesn’t paint a very optimistic view of mankind.   
a.  It’s bound to ruin a person’s self-esteem.   
b.  But it’s a faithful and true picture.   

 
B.  But let’s remember why he’s doing this.   

1.  It’s not simply to make them feel bad, although he wants them to see their sin.   
2.  He’s telling them the truth to do them some good.   

a.  This is a warning of what God will do to the unconverted – perhaps some 
were present; undoubtedly there were some around them – to show them their 
need of the Savior.   
 (i)  The Law is a teacher to point us to Christ.   
(ii)  The antidote doesn’t look good unless you see you’ve swallowed poison.   
(iii)  The right medicine doesn’t always taste good, but it’s good for you.   
(iv)  Paul shows them their danger – their sickness, which is sin – so they will 

take the right medicine – Christ!   
 

b.  To the converted, this reminds them what God has saved them from, to 
increase their thankfulness and their trust in Christ and not themselves.   
 

3.  This morning, Paul would remind the Jews, as well as all men, that we will reap 
what we sow, so we had better sow the right things – faith, love and good deeds.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul told the Jews that if they practiced sin, they would be judged for it.   
1.  It doesn’t matter if they can see it in others and condemn them for it.   
2.  They will be judged for their own sins, not by comparison to someone else.   
 

B.  Second, by continuing to sin, they were storing up wrath for themselves.   
1.  First, we need to notice God’s mercy in giving them time to repent.   

a.  God shows kindness – in many ways.   
(i)  His good gifts to men, taking care of their needs – food, clothing, 

housing, friends, family – every good thing they receive comes from Him.   
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(ii)  But He also gives time – He is patient, forbearing – He doesn’t bring 
judgment right away – He gives time for repentance.   

(iii)  Not all will repent, but some will.   
(iv)  Peter tells us, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for 
all to come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).   

(v)  Paul said that God was patient toward him as an example (1 Tim. 1:16).   
 

2.  But these weren’t using that time for repentance, but to continue in sin.   
a.  They were thinking lightly of – despising – the mercy of God.   
b.  The result:  instead of leading them to repent, they were storing up wrath.   

(i)  They were continuing to head toward judgment.   
(ii)  But they were also storing it up – investing in it – a bad investment.   
 

3.  The more a man sins, the more he will be punished.   
a.  God will reward every man according to his deeds:  not just wrath for sin, but 

more wrath for more sins.  
b.  Clearly the Bible teaches degrees of punishment.   

(i)  Jesus said it would be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than 
Capernaum (Matt. 11:23-24).  What can this mean but Capernaum will be 
punished more severely than Sodom and Gomorrah?   

(ii)  This was true of every city where the Gospel was preached (Matt. 10:15).  
When Jesus sent the twelve out to preach in the cities of Jerusalem, He 
said, “Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out 
of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet.  Truly I say to you, 
it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
judgment than for that city” (Matt. 10:14-15).   

(iii)  Jesus said in Luke, “And that slave who knew his master's will and did 
not get ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes, but 
the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, 
will receive but few.  From everyone who has been given much, much will 
be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the 
more.” (12:47-48).   

(iv)  Greater sin = greater punishment; less sin = less punishment, but even 
less punishment will be unbearable.   

 
C.  From this, Paul moves back to the general principle:  God will render to each 

person according to his deeds (v. 6).  He will pay them what they have earned.   
1.  To those who persevere in doing good, who seek for glory and honor and 

immortality:  He will give eternal life (v. 7).   
2.  To those who are selfishly ambitious, who don’t obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness:  He will give wrath and indignation (v. 8).   
3.  Does this mean that God will judge everyone on the basis of his or her works?   

a.  Yes.  We see this warning throughout the Bible.  This is what the greater and 
lesser punishment is based on.   
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b.  Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”   

c.  Jesus tells us in the Sheep and Goat Judgment, each person’s judgment is 
based on what each did or didn’t do (Matt. 25:31-46).   

d.  John writes, “And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in 
the books, according to their deeds.  And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and 
they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds” (Rev. 20:12-
13).   

e.  Judgment will be based on what we do.   
 
4.  Now this doesn’t seem strange when we think about damnation.   

a.  We know that the lost will stand in their sins.   
b.  And they will be condemned for their sins.   

 
5.  But what about salvation?  Is salvation based on our works?   

a.  No.  The wicked will be condemned on the basis of their works.   
b.  But the righteous will be saved by the works of Christ.   
c.  The Bible clearly teaches works are not meritorious – they are indicators, 

they tell us what’s in our hearts.   
d.  The main theme of Paul’s letter is salvation by grace, not by works.   
e.  Rewards will be based on works, but not salvation.   
f.  Paul simply wants all men to know that what we sow, we will reap:  if the 

works of righteousness by His grace, then eternal life; but if disobedience, 
then judgment.   

 
III.  Application:  Seeing that God will judge our works on the Day of Judgment to see 

what the character of our hearts is, wouldn’t it be wise to judge our works to see what 
the outcome will be?  This seems fair in light of this passage.  Examine your life.  
Judge your works.  What do they say about you?   
A.  Are you seeking for glory and honor and immortality by constantly, persistently 

doing good?   
1.  Do you love the Father and His Son, Jesus?   
2.  Do you love His Law?   
3.  Are you repenting of your sins and trying to kill them?   
4.  Are you persevering in obedience?   
5.  Then you can know that you will receive eternal life.   
6.  You can know that you have it right now, not because you have earned it, but 

because Christ has earned it for you.   
7.  Perhaps there are some things in your life that concern you – sins you struggle 

with.   
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8.  But if you know in your heart that you really hate those sins, and love the 
Father, Jesus and righteousness, and are trying to put them all off, you can know 
it’s only imperfection.   

9.  If this is your situation, ask God for help through Christ, as you prepare to come 
to the Table.   

 
B.  But on the other hand, are you disobedient?   

1.  Are you selfish?  Ambitious?   
2.  Do you practice sin, instead of righteousness?   
3.  Do you love the world, rather than Christ?   
4.  Would you rather that there wasn’t a Day of Judgment, so that you could 

continue to sin?   
5.  Are there any sins you’re not fighting with, not willing to put off, indulging 

yourself in?   
6.  If yes, then you can know you’ll receive God’s wrath.   
7.  If this is your situation, then stay away from the Table:  but know there is a 

remedy:  Christ.   
8.  If He has shown you your need of Him, repent.   
9.  Turn to Christ and receive His life.  He offers you everything you need.   
10.  Ask Him for His Spirit to change your heart, to give you faith, to give you 

love, to give you the ability to trust Him.   
11.  God gave His Son to save sinners.  If you see your need, turn to Him.  Amen.   


