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As you know, over the past three weeks we have been looking at Paul’s letter to 
the church at Rome.  We saw that Paul must likely wrote it from Corinth on his third 
missionary journey.  He didn’t write to help them with any particular problems, but rather 
to explain to them more fully the truths of the Gospel.  Remember this church was most 
likely begun by a group of Jews who were converted on the Day of Pentecost.  They were 
discipled by the apostles, but returned home in a relatively short period of time, before 
they were able to learn as much about the Gospel as they could.  But with what they 
knew, they were able to reach out to others, including the Gentiles, with the result that 
some of them were saved and added to the church.  Paul appears simply to have wanted 
to teach them more, so that they would be more firmly established in the faith.  And we 
should be glad that he did, because the letter he wrote to them is one of the most helpful 
explanations of the Gospel that we have in Scripture.   

We should also be thankful that the Lord prepared Paul to write this letter as He 
did.  He chose a man who had been thoroughly schooled in the Old Testament and in the 
traditions of the Old Covenant people of God.  This was probably the clearest way He 
could show us that salvation doesn’t come through the Law, nor does it come through 
learning, nor through tradition.  Paul knew a lot and practiced what he knew, but he 
wasn’t saved.  Knowledge and tradition can’t save us.  Only Christ can.  His background 
in the Old Testament Scripture also helped him to understand and explain the Gospel.  
The more you know of Scripture, the more you will understand the Gospel.  God also 
chose a man who hated Him, hated His Son, and was trying to destroy His church.  He 
probably did this to show us clearly that salvation is not man’s decision, but His.  Paul 
didn’t choose to love God.  He chose to hate Him, as all men do.  But God chose to love 
him and called him when it was His time to do so.  He also chose a man who had strong 
feelings about what he believed.  Paul was so zealous in his faith that he became a 
Pharisee among Pharisees.  God didn’t want someone who would be lukewarm or only 
slightly zealous for His truth to carry the Gospel to the Gentiles, but someone who would 
give his whole heart and life.  Paul was already inclined to give himself fully to what he 
believed.  But when the Spirit of God entered his heart, he became even more zealous for 
the truth.  He very nearly evangelized the whole Roman Empire.  We should be thankful 
that the Lord chose to get this message out, and we should be thankful that He chose a 
messenger like Paul who would get the job done.   

We’ve also seen the theme of this letter:  the Gospel of God – what God has done 
through Jesus Christ to save sinners, and how He saves those who trust in Jesus.  We 
need to be reminded that the message only tells us what Jesus has done.  It doesn’t save 
us unless we believe what it says and trust in the One it tells us about to save us.  But 
unless we know who He is and what He’s done, we can’t trust in Him, which is why 
getting the message out is so important.   

This morning, let’s begin to look at Paul’s introductory remarks to the Romans, 
and what I want us to focus on specifically is who Paul is.  We’ve already seen how the 
Lord sovereignly shaped his life and brought him to faith, making him the perfect 
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candidate to write this letter.  But what I want us to look at this morning is what Paul 
became after he came to Christ.   

Who is this man who wrote this letter to the church at Rome?  Well, Paul tells us 
who he is by telling us four things about himself.  First, his name is Paul.  You’ll recall 
that he had another name, which was Saul.  Some have suggested that his name was 
changed after he was converted to show how his view of himself changed.  Saul was the 
name of the first king of Israel.  He was a Benjamite, as Paul also was.  The name Paul 
means little, which tends to make us think that Saul’s conversion humbled him.  Certainly 
it must have humbled him, but that’s not the reason his name was changed.  Actually, it 
wasn’t changed at all.  He had both names all along.  Luke, who knew him very well, 
writing about Paul’s confrontation with Elymas the magician in Acts 13:9, said,  “But 
Saul, who was also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze on him.”  
Saul was simply his Hebrew name, while Paul was his Roman name.  This didn’t really 
have to do with his conversion or with his new-found humility in Christ.  There are other 
things Paul tells us about himself, however, that do.  He says, “Paul, a bond-servant of 
Christ Jesus.”  I think it says something about Paul’s character that he calls himself by 
this title before he gives his more illustrious title of apostle.  Paul was a bond-servant of 
Christ.  This word comes from the Greek word doulos, which means slave:  “Paul, the 
slave of Christ Jesus.”  Being a slave in those days was no honor, just as it wouldn’t be 
today.  It was a low position, a position of servitude, a position of service.  It referred to 
those who couldn’t do what they wanted to do, but had to do what their masters told them 
to do.  You know how much we as Americans love our freedom.  A slave isn’t free.  He’s 
in bondage.  Now if this is true, then why does Paul first call himself a bond-servant 
almost as though it was an honor to be called that?  It’s because when you’re Christ’s 
slave, you really aren’t in bondage, but you’re free for the first time in your life.  Before 
you believed in Christ, you were the devil’s slave, a slave to sin and hell.  But Christ set 
you free from that bondage and joined you with Himself.  It’s true that Christ as our 
master has the right to tell us what to do, and as a matter of fact, He does just that through 
His Word and Spirit, and we need to obey Him.  But what He tells us to do is so good and 
right and perfect.  What He tells us to do are the things that our souls long to do, the 
things that we love to do by His grace.  Far from putting us into bondage, becoming 
Christ’s slaves actually frees from bondage – our bondage to sin – so that we can serve 
Him in the perfect liberty of the children of God.  This kind of slavery is a blessing, not a 
curse, and because it is, Paul was very thankful that Jesus called him to it.  It was a 
service he wouldn’t have left if you had given him the whole world.  Like Paul, we 
should also be thankful that He has called us to be slaves through the Gospel.  The only 
thing we should ever be sorry for is that we find so much reluctance in our hearts to serve 
Him as we should.  We have the greatest privilege that any man, woman or child could 
ever have.  We should never be sorry for it, but rejoice in it.  Another privilege we will 
have as Christ’s servants is that we will go to with Him forever when we die.  Jesus said, 
“Where I am, there My servant will be also” (John 12:26).  Those who serve Satan and 
sin will go to be with him forever in the lake of fire.  But those who serve Christ will be 
with Him forever in heaven.  Isn’t that a reason to rejoice in His service?  As we prepare 
to come to the Lord’s Table this morning, let’s look to Him for more help from His 
Spirit, so that we would rejoice more in our slavery to Christ and give ourselves more 
willingly to His service.   
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But Paul was more than a bond-servant.  Christ had also called him to be an 
apostle.  To be an apostle was, of course, still to be a slave, but it was a higher honor for 
the slave.  To be an apostle meant that you were sent.  This is what the word means.  It 
means “messenger.”  But to be an apostle of Jesus Christ meant to be sent by Him.  This 
was something that wasn’t true of every apostle.  There were apostles who weren’t 
personally sent by Christ.  Matthias was called an apostle.  He was chosen by the eleven 
to take Judas’ place (Acts 1:26).  However, he wasn’t personally called by Jesus.  
Barnabas was also called an apostle (14:14), but he was an apostle of the church, and not 
personally sent by Jesus.  The eleven were commissioned by Jesus to be apostles.  The 
only other person we see in Scripture who had this personal call by the Lord was Paul.  
Paul was commissioned by Christ.  Jesus set him apart for a very specific job:  he was to 
go to the Gentiles with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Here, he calls it the Gospel of God, 
not because it’s a different Gospel, but because it’s the Gospel which comes from God.  It 
was the Father’s desire from all eternity to send His Son into the world to save His people 
from their sins, to redeem them to Himself.  We mustn’t forget that Jesus wasn’t the only 
One who loved and cared for our souls when we were lost in sin.  The Father did as well.  
Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  God, from 
all eternity has willed our salvation – knowing that we would be sinners, knowing that we 
would come into this world as His enemies, knowing that we would never have chosen 
Him unless He did something first, He chose us first.  And He was willing to do what was 
necessary to save us and to change our hearts so that we would be willing to come to 
Him.  The Gospel is the Gospel of God, because God so loved us, He gave.  This is the 
Gospel that Paul was sent to preach, the Gospel that is able to save, if only we will 
believe.   

Now as I said, Paul was a bond-servant of Christ, he was called to be an apostle, 
he was set apart for the work of the Gospel, with the very special job of taking it to the 
Gentiles, in order to gather together as many of God’s elect from them as he could.  And 
he went out not knowing who they were, not knowing who would respond in faith.  But 
he didn’t have to know.  Jesus told him to preach the Gospel to everyone, to as many as 
would listen.  He would do the rest.  He would send His Spirit to call His people to 
Himself through the preaching of Paul.  All Paul had to concern himself with was getting 
the message out.  This is why God has ordained preaching, teaching, witnessing and 
testifying:  to bring His lost sheep into His fold.  And remember, these things don’t save 
people by themselves, but they are the means, the ways by which God saves.  He 
commands His ministers to preach and teach the Word.  He commands His people to bear 
witness to it and to testify of its life-changing power, because this is how He works.   

Now we haven’t been called to be apostles like Paul.  The Lord doesn’t call men 
to this office any more, and that’s because He’s finished laying the foundation of His 
church.  He’s finished giving us His Word.  The Lord also doesn’t call all of us to be 
ministers, in the sense of holding office in the church.  We’re not all called to preach and 
teach.  The same is true with regard to the office of deacon.  But there are certain things 
that are true of their callings which are also true of ours:  all of us are called to be 
Christ’s bond-servants and all of us have been set apart by Christ for the work of the 
Gospel.  We saw last week and this past Wednesday night how Christ continues to 
exercise His prophetic office through His people.  Each one of us is called to be His 
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spokesmen in certain circumstances.  Each of us is called to be a witness to those around 
us – to our husbands or wives, to our sons and daughters, to our neighbors and friends, to 
our extended families and those with whom we work.  Each of us is to bear testimony to 
the Gospel through our words and through our lives.  Each of us is to give of our 
resources and to pray that the work of Christ would move forward.  And each of us is to 
minister what we have in the way of goods and gifts to our brothers and sisters in Christ 
and to those who are outside of the church who are in need, so that the Gospel may 
advance.  We need to see that even though we haven’t been called to be missionaries – in 
the sense of going over seas to preach the Gospel (the modern-day sense in which the 
word apostle can be used) – that we are still to be the servants of Christ where we are.  
He has called us to Himself from the world to be a holy people.  He has set us apart to do 
His work.  It is my hope and prayer that the Lord will encourage each one of us this year 
to take our calling more seriously and to give ourselves more to this work, so that 
Christ’s message can reach more people.  It’s true that our words won’t save them, but 
Christ can, and He will save them, if we are faithful to speak His words to others.  It’s 
also true that His elect will be saved whether we witness to them or not.  But they won’t 
be saved unless someone first tells them about Christ.  If we choose not to do it, He will 
find someone else.  But if He has to, not only will we be found not to be faithful servants, 
we will miss out on one of the greatest privileges that we can ever have:  to be the means 
of bringing someone savingly to Christ.   

People of God, the Lord has placed a very special calling on our lives.  He wants 
us to shine as lights in the world, to help bring those in darkness to Him through Christ, 
just as Paul did.  Now we can’t shine that light as He wants us to on our own.  We need 
His grace.  And so I would ask you to bow with me as we seek the Lord for that grace in 
prayer and at His Table, so that we might have the power to shine His light in this world 
as He calls us to.  Let’s pray.   


