
“Paul’s Greeting to the Romans, Part 2” 
(Romans 1:1-7) 

 
 
 

We began looking at Paul’s greeting to the saints at Roman last week, especially 
what he wrote about himself.  The first thing he pointed out to them was that he was a 
slave of Jesus Christ, because this is how he viewed himself first and foremost.  His 
greatest desire was to serve the One who had called him out of his ignorance, out of his 
sin, out of his certain damnation, who adopted him as His child and had given him an 
eternal home in heaven.  This was what Paul thought he was seeking for in Judaism.  This 
is what he thought he was striving after as he tried to be the best Pharisee he could be.  
He thought that by serving God through the Law and the traditions that he would gain 
God’s favor and escape hell.  But he was wrong.  The Lord showed him he was wrong, 
and Paul was very thankful that He did.  Because of this, Paul wanted to be Christ’s 
servant.  He gloried in it.  Jesus said that the one who is forgiven much, is thankful much 
(Luke 7:47).  Paul realized how much the Lord had forgiven him.  He called himself the 
chief of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15).  And now that the Lord had called him to Himself, the love 
of Christ constrained his heart to follow the Lord and to serve Him no matter what the 
cost might be (2 Cor. 5:14).   

But we also saw how as Christ’s slave, the Lord had set him apart for a very 
special purpose.  It was on the Lord’s heart to send His Gospel out – the good news about 
what He had done to save sinners through Jesus Christ.  It had been on His heart from all 
eternity.  And now that this work was done, He wanted the whole world to hear about it, 
so that He could gather together His children to give to His Son as a reward for what He 
had done.  And so the Lord called this man He had especially prepared for the job.  He 
set him apart for this work and sent him to reach the Gentiles – those who had been 
strangers to the covenants, apart from the Gospel for the entire history of the world.  And 
as we saw, Paul was so diligent, with the Lord’s blessing, that he was able to evangelize 
nearly the whole Roman Empire, which, at that time, was the whole known world.   

But now he turns his attention in his greeting to give his readers a beginning look 
at this Gospel.  He wants them first to understand that it wasn’t a surprise to God’s 
people.  It wasn’t a new plan, but something that God had intended to do all along, 
something He had predicted for years before it happened.  Notice verses 1 and 2, “Paul . . 
. set apart for the gospel of God, which He promised beforehand through His prophets in 
the Holy Scriptures.”  Now we have been spending time in the evenings going through 
several of these prophecies as they have to do with Christ’s three offices of prophet, 
priest and king, so I won’t go into much detail about this.  What I would like to do 
instead is impress upon us why the Lord gave prophets, why He no longer gives prophets, 
and why the Gospel that they prophesied of is the only Gospel we should ever listen to.   

First, let’s consider briefly again the work of the prophet – God had promised this 
Gospel “beforehand through His prophets,” and it was written down by them “in the Holy 
Scriptures” (v. 2).  The prophet was God’s spokesman.  He was the one who represented 
God when God needed to speak to His people.  We saw in the evening service last week 
how the Lord promised that He would raise up a prophet like Moses from among the 
people (Deu. 18:15-19).  The reason was that the people couldn’t bear to hear God’s 
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voice.  They wanted someone to go to Him, to receive His Word, and then bring it back 
to them.  God agreed, and He appointed Moses to this work.  But Moses was about to die.  
Who would bring the Word of God in his place?  The Lord said He was going to raise up 
more prophets.  He was going to establish the prophetic office, so that there would 
always be someone to bring His Word to the people.  This office as you know was 
pointing to Christ and was fulfilled in Christ, for He is the great Prophet of God.  But He 
hadn’t come yet, and there were still many things that God wanted to tell His people 
about Him and His will.  There were really two things the prophet would do:  he would 
tell God’s people what He wanted them to know right now, so that they would have the 
knowledge they needed to live the life He wanted them to live; and he would tell them 
what God was intending to do in the future with regard to His work of salvation.   

Now God doesn’t give us prophets anymore for two reasons:  First, He has given 
to us a complete rule of faith and practice in the Bible.  We don’t need any more 
information on how to live.  We have just as much as we need for the rest of God’s plan 
for us on earth.  He has also appointed another office to do this work of the prophet:  the 
office of elder.  The elder, as we’ve seen, is to take what God has said and teach it to us.  
He is also to take God’s Word, when we go astray, and apply it to us, as the prophets did 
of old, to bring us back into the paths of obedience.  And so we don’t need this work of 
the prophet anymore, because God has given us His Word and elders to apply that Word 
to us.  But second, He doesn’t give us prophets anymore because He has given us all He 
intended to give us with regard to the work of redemption.  You’ll remember that from 
the very beginning, from the Fall of man, God was revealing to His people what He was 
planning to do through Christ.  Even when the prophet came to God’s people with a 
warning of judgment, there would always be that glimpse that he brought as well of the 
unfolding plan of God to bring the Messiah.  That was the ray of hope He gave them in 
the middle of a dark situation.  We’ll see a perfect example of this in this evening’s text.  
This work of the prophet was first completed at the end of Malachi’s prophecy.  God had 
told His people everything He was intending on doing until the redemptive event He told 
them about actually took place.  The closing words of his prophecy show us that God was 
really finished with both of these functions of the prophet for the time being.  He writes, 
“Remember the law of Moses My servant, even the statutes and ordinances which I 
commanded him in Horeb for all Israel” (Mal. 4:4).  That’s the first part – the prophet 
reminding God’s people how they should live to glorify God.  But he goes on, “Behold, I 
am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of 
the Lord.  And he will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of 
the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse” (vv. 5-6).  After 
having told them all about the Christ – who He would be and what He would do – the 
Old Covenant revelation closes with a promise to send a forerunner of the Messiah who 
was about to come.  After that prophecy, there were four hundred years of silence – four 
hundred years without a word from the Lord.  But there didn’t need to be any, because 
God had given them all they needed.  That silence was finally broken by the preaching of 
John the Baptist.  He was the one sent out in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the 
people of Israel away from their sins, so that they might escape God’s judgment – both in 
the destruction of the Jerusalem, and more importantly, in the destruction of their souls.  
His work was to point them to Christ.  And he was successful.  Many were awakened.  
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Many turned from their sins and embraced Jesus Christ for their salvation.  But there 
were many who didn’t and had to face God’s wrath.   

But the point is that God has finished, not only giving us a rule of faith and 
practice, but also giving us what we need to know about His plan of redemption.  After 
Jesus came and completed His work – much of which had to do with teaching His people 
again how to live to please God, since that knowledge had been lost through their 
spiritual leaders, the Pharisees – God gave prophets to complete that revelation.  Through 
them, He completed His revelation on how we should live, and He has told us what He is 
planning to do between now and the time when Jesus returns.  And so now again there is 
silence – silence at least in the fact that God doesn’t speak directly to us through prophets 
– but not silence in the fact that He has called His ministers to proclaim His Gospel and 
all of us to bear witness to it.   

Paul here speaks of the time when God was giving this message of the Gospel, 
before the closing of the Old Covenant revelation – the Old Testament Scriptures – when 
God was still pointing to His Son, telling His people what to expect, who the Messiah 
would be and what He would do.  God had promised redemption – the forgiveness of 
sins, the justification of the sinner, an eternal inheritance in the heavens – and it was all to 
be brought in by the Messiah.  But now Messiah had come, and Paul wanted them to 
know about Him.  But the point he makes here is that this Gospel he was bringing them 
was not a new Gospel.  It was not a new message.  It was the same message that God had 
been promising for years.  It was the fulfillment of the seed of the woman who crushed 
the head of the serpent.  It was the fulfillment of the Ark of Noah who is able to keep 
God’s people safe from His wrath.  It was the fulfillment of the seed of Abraham who 
became, and was becoming more and more, a blessing to the nations.  It was the 
fulfillment of the Son of David who was now sitting on the throne of His father ruling 
over all the nations.  It was the fulfillment of the serpent in the wilderness lifted up on a 
pole, so that all who look to Him might find salvation from the poisonous sting of sin.  
This was not a new Gospel Paul was bringing, but the fulfillment of all the promises God 
had made throughout the history of redemption.   

Now this is especially relevant to today’s situation where we have so many false 
prophets rising up proclaiming so many false gospels.  Each of them is based on the word 
of some new prophet who brings a new gospel which is different than the one God gave 
through the prophets and through Paul.  Consider the Islamic religion.  It’s based on the 
work of a new prophet, Mohammed, who brought a new revelation, the Koran, and a new 
gospel, which says there are five pillars, or five steps to heaven:  1)  the right profession:  
“There is no god but Allah and Mohammed is his prophet,” 2)  prayer five times a day, 3)  
the giving of alms, 4) fasting during the month of Ramadan, and 5) a pilgrimage to 
Mecca once during your lifetime.  Consider the Mormon religion.  It’s based on the work 
of a new prophet, Joseph Smith, who also brought a new revelation – the Book of 
Mormon, the Pearl of Great Price, and Doctrines and Covenant – and a new gospel (they 
believe that the church did not have the true Gospel from the time after Christ’s disciples 
to the present day):  they say follow the ways of Mormonism faithfully – be baptized into 
the Mormon Church, get married in the Mormon Temple, give faithfully to the Mormon 
Church – and if you’re a man, you’ll eventually be the god of your own planet.  If you’re 
a woman and married to an aspiring god, you’ll be given the task of populating that 
planet.  And consider the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  Their religion is based on a new prophet, 
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Charles Taze Russell (although some may argue that he was a teacher rather than a 
prophet; however, we need to recognize the Watchtower Society has made predictions 
concerning the return of Christ and claim to have secret information), and they have a 
new revelation – a New World Translation of the Scriptures, as well as other documents, 
teaching their new doctrines – and a new gospel, which simply says join our organization, 
be a part of the faithful community of witnesses and you will eventually enter into a 
paradise on earth.  Each of these religions, as well as many more, which we consider to 
be Christian cults – religions which are a distortion of the Christian religion – has broken 
these two simply rules:  1) God no longer raises up prophets, and 2) The Gospel He gives 
us is the same one He has spoken of all along:  there is no new Gospel; there is only one, 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

We need to remember that there is only one Gospel.  There is only one message 
that will save.  And that is the Gospel of God, the message of what God has done through 
Christ to save sinners.  This is the message we need to believe.  The Christ it tells us 
about is the Christ we need to embrace.  This is also the message we need to get out to 
others, because there are so many who don’t know what it is and it is the only message 
that will save.  May the Lord encourage us this morning through this to embrace the true 
Lord Jesus, the true way of salvation, to be faithful in teaching this Gospel to our 
children, and to be faithful in getting this message out to others.  Amen.   


