
“Paul’s Gospel Is from Christ” 
(Galatians 1:11-22) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, Paul expressed his amazement that the Galatians could so quickly 
desert Christ.   
a.  It wasn’t for an easier road – at least what we might consider an easier 

Christianity.   
(i)  It wasn’t for antinomianism – an obedience optional Christianity.   
(ii)  It wasn’t for the health and wealth Gospel – where you are the master 

and God is the servant.   
(iii)  It wasn’t even for Judaism – by which they could escape persecution.   
 

b.  But it was for a synthesis/combining of Judaism and Christianity.   
(i)  It actually meant more work for them – it added their works to the 

finished work of Christ – circumcision, obedience to the Law of Moses.   
(ii)  This would make salvation harder on the one hand, but easier on the 

other:   
(a)  Harder in that it wouldn’t be free/by grace through faith.   
(b)  Easier in that they could do something to pay God back or earn their 

way to heaven to pacify their pride.   
(c)  And easier in that it would be less offensive to the Jews.   

 
2.  Paul, however, wanted to make it clear that this “religion” could not save them.   

a.  He will later tell them in this letter:  “For as many as are of the works of the 
Law are under a curse” (Gal. 3:10).   
(i)  Obedience, out of thankfulness/love, is important – it shows you’re a true 

believer.   
(ii)  But if you try to work your way to heaven, if you try to earn or add to 

your salvation, you are under a curse and will end up being cursed in hell 
forever, unless you turn away from your works and to Christ alone.   

 
b.  Further, those who preach such a Gospel are also under a curse.   

(i)  If it’s serious to believe such a Gospel, how much more serious is it to 
promote it.   

(ii)  The Gospel Jesus and Paul preached must not be changed.   
(a)  It is the culmination of God’s plan of salvation.   
(b)  It is the only true Gospel – the only plan God has to save anyone – and 

will be until human history has ended.   
(c)  Paul warns that those who distort this will face God’s wrath.   
 

(iii)  Paul realized that by saying this, he would make more enemies than 
friends, but he was willing to pay that price rather than be God’s enemy.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  But now as we come to the next section, we need again to consider Paul’s 
position.   
a.  He was a missionary, planting churches in the Galatian region.   
b.  He claimed to be an apostle of Jesus Christ, yet he was not one of the original 

twelve.   
c.  And as an apostle, he claimed to have the right authoritatively to dismiss the 

teachings of the Judaizers and to promote the true Gospel.   
d.  But was he really an apostle of Christ?  Was his Gospel the true Gospel?   
 

2.  How is he going to prove to the Galatians the validity and authority of the 
Gospel he preached?   
a.  He has already claimed to have been sent by Jesus Christ and God the Father, 

and not man (v. 1).   
b.  Certainly, the claim wouldn’t have much weight without the 

testimony/witness of the Father through His Spirit and miracles, which God 
did provide:  “So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works 
miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with 
faith?” (3:5).   

c.  But he gives more arguments – at least four – and combined with his 
testimony, the testimony of the Spirit, and the witness of the Father, these 
four arguments should compel them to believe (the testimony of the Spirit 
and the miracles the Father gave him to do should be enough, but the Lord 
condescended to their weakness to provide more).  What are those 
arguments?   
(i)  First, Paul did not and could not have received his Gospel from men, but 

He received it directly from Christ Jesus Himself along with his divine 
commission to preach that Gospel:  we’ll look at this argument this 
morning.   

(ii)  Second, the witness of a changed life:  he was doing all in his power to 
kill Christians, now he was preaching the very Gospel he tried to destroy:  
This Gospel has the power to change lives.  We’ll look at this argument 
this evening.   

(iii)  Third, when he went to Jerusalem to submit his Gospel to the other 
apostles, he found that he was preaching precisely the same message they 
were:  we’ll look at this in two weeks (2:1-10).   

(iv)  And fourth, he proved he had equal authority with the most eminent 
apostle – Peter – and that his message was true when he reproved Peter for 
his hypocrisy, and Peter didn’t argue with him (2:11-21).   

(v)  All of these give additional evidence that Paul has the authority from 
Christ to affirm the truth of the Gospel and to declare the Judaizers under 
the curse.   

 
3.  This morning, we’ll consider the first of these four arguments, and we’ll see 

three things:   
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a.  First, we’ll consider that before coming to Christ, Paul was not tutored in the 
Gospel by any man.   

b.  Second, after coming to Christ, the same thing was true.   
c.  And so finally, Paul must have received his Gospel from Christ when he 

converted him.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, before coming to Christ, Paul was not educated in the Gospel.   

1.  At least he wasn’t in the sense that we understand it.   
a.  He had the types and shadows to point him to Christ.   
b.  But he didn’t see Christ:  he didn’t have faith.   
c.  Like the rest of the Jews, he saw the Old Covenant system as something to do 

to be saved, rather than someone to trust/believe in.   
d.  The Gospel was a mystery to him:  he still needed to be taught.   
 

2.  He didn’t learn the Gospel through this system or through any man:  “For I 
would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is 
not according to man.  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it . . . 
” (vv. 11-12).   
a.  Considering what he was like before the Lord had mercy on him would prove 

that he didn’t give any thoughtful consideration to what any Christian might 
have to tell him.   

b.  What was Paul like?   
(i)  He was a Pharisee.   

(a)  Though he was a Jew, he was not like Simeon (waiting for the 
consolation of Israel) or Anna (ministering before the Lord day and 
night in the Temple), as they saw in the Law shadows pointing to the 
Messiah.   

(b)  He was a Pharisee:  he looked to the Law for his righteousness (Phil. 
3:5).   

(c)  He was working hard to be the best Pharisee he could be, passing his 
contemporaries, extremely zealous for the traditions.   

(d)  He was the kind of material that patriots/terrorists are made of – 
someone who feels strongly enough about something to give his life to 
that cause.   

(e)  That, by the way, is the kind of zeal we are to have for Christ, only it 
is to be a holy zeal.   

 
(ii)  In his zeal, he persecuted the church and tried to destroy it.   

(a)  The Pharisees knew that Jesus would not promote their way of doing 
things and so they stood against Him – not all, but most.   

(b)  And Paul, being the good Pharisee that he was, did everything he 
could to oppose it:  He persecuted the church and tried to destroy it:   
(1)  Speaking about Stephen, Luke writes, “Saul was in hearty 

agreement with putting him to death.  And on that day a great 
persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all 
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scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles.  Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud 
lamentation over him.  But Saul began ravaging the church, entering 
house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put 
them in prison” (Acts 8:1-3).   

(2)  We read later in Acts, “Now Saul, still breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, and 
asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if 
he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem” (Acts 9:1-2).   

(3)  He was not exactly the type you would invite to a worship service 
or who would be disposed to listen to anything you have to say.   

(4)  Paul did not receive his Gospel from anyone prior to coming to 
Christ.   

 
B.  Second, after coming to Christ, the same was true:   

1.  Paul did not go to anyone after he was converted to consult with them about the 
Gospel (v. 16).   
a.  He did not talk to any man:  flesh and blood (v. 16).   
b.  He did not go to Jerusalem to speak with those who were called to be 

apostles before him (v. 17).   
(i)  Why he didn’t go to speak with those who had been with the Lord for 

three and a half years, we can only guess.   
(ii)  Perhaps he wanted to get right to his calling and preach.   
(iii)  Maybe he didn’t want anyone to say he was only imitating what he had 

heard others say, so that he might have this argument for additional proof 
that Jesus appeared to him.   

(iv)  For whatever reason, he didn’t consult with anyone.   
(v)  He went to Arabia and returned to Damascus.   

 
2.  Three years later he went to Jerusalem.   

a.  There he became acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him for fifteen 
days.   

b.  He didn’t see any other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother/cousin.   
c.  Then he went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, which are north of 

Palestine.   
d.  But he was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea, though they had 

heard of him.   
e.  The point being that for three years he preached the Gospel.  And even after 

he was exposed to two of the apostles at Jerusalem, he still didn’t need to 
modify the Gospel he preached.   

 
C.  And so where did Paul get his Gospel, if not from man?  He must have received it 

from Christ when he converted him:  “But I received it through a revelation of 
Jesus Christ” (v. 12).   
1.  Paul was on his way to Damascus.   
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a.  He had letters from the high priest to the synagogue of Damascus to give him 
the necessary help he needed to arrest every Christian he found, to put them 
in chains and bring them back to Jerusalem for trial.   

b.  “I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy 
it” (Gal. 1:13).   

 
2.  But the Lord appeared to him and redirected him.   

a.  He changed his heart:  put His Spirit in him.   
b.  He revealed Christ to him:  opened his eyes to see His true glory.   
c.  He called him – set him apart – to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles.   
d.  And along with this, He gave him the Gospel he was to preach.   
e.  Paul suddenly could see Christ in the Old Covenant:  he understood.   
 

3.  Paul’s Gospel comes from the highest authority:  from Christ Himself.   
a.  Paul’s proofs:   

(i)  He was sent from God and Christ, not man.   
(ii)  God bore witness to that message by His Spirit and miracles (3:5).   
(iii)  And Jesus Christ personally delivered that message to him on the road to 

Damascus and called him to preach it.   
 
b.  Others claim to have truth from human teachers.   

(i)  Buddhists from Buddha.   
(ii)  Muslims from Mohammed.   
(iii)  JWs from Charles Taze Russell.   
(iv)  Mormons from Joseph Smith, via the angel Moroni.   

 
c.  But this Gospel comes from God in human flesh:  the Lord Jesus Christ.   

(i)  Paul had the right and the obligation to condemn every other “gospel.”   
(ii)  He has also has the right to condemn those who preach it.   
(iii)  There is only one true Gospel:   

(a)  Jesus Christ, born of a Virgin, born under the Law.   
(b)  He obeyed the Law to fulfill the righteousness we needed.   
(c)  He laid down His life to pay for the sins of His people.   
(d)  He died, was buried, rose again the third day, and ascended into 

heaven.   
(e)  One day He is coming again to judge the living and dead.   
(f)  If you would escape that judgment and enter safely into heaven, you 

must repent of your sins and trust/believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
what He has done to save you, alone.   

(g)  This is what the Lord’s Supper reminds us of this morning:  it reminds 
us that Jesus has done it all.   
(1)  The Supper doesn’t give life; it only points us to the One who did.   
(2)  All we must do is receive that gift, through faith in Jesus.   
 

(h)  Let’s prepare to come to it in faith and renew our covenant with Him 
there.    


