
“Paul before Festus” 
(Acts 25:1-12)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  When Paul was on trial before the Sanhedrin, and he appealed to the 
resurrection as the only charge against him, he didn’t do this merely to divide 
the council.   
a.  This was an issue that divided Pharisee from Sadducee, and so worked to his 

advantage there.   
(i)  The Pharisees were willing to admit that there would be a resurrection 

and an afterlife.   
(ii)  The Sadducees, on the other hand, denied the soul, spirits, the 

resurrection and the afterlife.   
(iii)  It was an obvious point of dispute and proved to be very useful in 

protecting Paul’s life.   
 
b.  But it was also the crux of the Gospel.   

(i)  Without the resurrection of Christ, there would be no Gospel – as Paul 
says, if Christ has not been raised, then our faith is worthless (1 Cor. 
15:17).   
(a)  The purpose of an apostle was to give witness to the resurrection, 

which was why it was important that he had seen the resurrected Christ 
(Acts 1:22).   
(1)  This is what Peter bore witness to on the day of Pentecost (2:31).   
(2)  This was why the Sadducees were so angered by the apostles’ 

preaching, especially since they were proclaiming to the people that 
this resurrection was in Jesus (3:15; 4:2).   

(3)  This was why the Council ordered Peter and John to be silent:  they 
didn’t want this doctrine to spread.   

 
(b)  This is also why it was so important that Jesus appear to Paul when He 

called him to be an apostle.   
(1)  He had to have seen the resurrected Christ (Acts 9:1-7), so that he 

might bear witness to its truth.   
(2)  And this is what he proclaimed wherever he went (13:33-34; 17:18, 

32; 23:6).   
 

(c)  The fact that the resurrection was central to their message is helpful 
for us to know as we seek to understand the Gospel we are called to 
bear witness to.   
(1)  The apostles’ message was not “Jesus loves you and has a 

wonderful plan for your life.”   
(2)  It wasn’t “Simply pray the Sinner’s Prayer and you will be saved.”   
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(3)  It was “Repent of your sins and believe on the resurrected Christ in 
order to get ready for judgment.”   

(4)  The resurrection is the proof of life after death; it’s the evidence 
that one day all men will be raised to a final judgment – we must be 
ready for it.   

(5)  But it’s also irrefutable evidence that Jesus has overcome death for 
everyone who will believe in Him.   

(6)  The resurrection is integral to the Gospel, and we must be willing 
to tell others about it.   

 
(ii)  The Pharisees admitted a resurrection, but they were not willing to admit 

that Jesus had been resurrected, or that He was the resurrection and the life 
– that one must believe in Him to become a part of the resurrection of the 
righteous:  to go to heaven.   

(iii)  Ironically, the resurrection both saved Paul at the Council and yet was 
the very reason the Jews hated and wanted to kill him.   

 
2.  Last week, we saw how Paul proclaimed the resurrection to Felix.   

a.  Felix heard Paul’s defense and his assertion that he had seen the resurrected 
Christ.   

b.  He wanted to know more, and so he came back to listen to him, with his wife 
Drusilla.   

c.  But when he began to understand the implications of the resurrection – that 
God had a perfect standard of right and wrong (the Ten Commandments), 
that it really did matter how he lived (that God requires that we live by those 
commandments [self-control]) and that one day God would judge all men 
according to how they did or didn’t keep those commandments – he became 
afraid and did what many do today:  he didn’t want to talk about it any 
further and sent the messenger away.   

d.  Make sure you don’t push the messenger away.  Make sure that you’re ready 
to stand before the Judge of the Universe on that day, by trusting in Jesus and 
turning from your sins today.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see the continuing hatred of the Jews against Paul because of 
the doctrine of the resurrection in Christ (the Gospel).   
a.  Two years had passed since Felix had imprisoned Paul in Caesarea, and still 

the Jews wanted to kill him.   
b.  When Festus arrived in Jerusalem only three days after he took office, the 

Jews immediately asked him to bring Paul to Jerusalem that they might 
ambush him on the way.   

c.  Festus told them instead to bring their charges against him at Caesarea.   
d.  But when Paul continued to protest his innocence there, Festus asked him if 

he would be willing to go to Jerusalem to stand trial.   
e.  Paul, realizing that this would be a death sentence, appealed to Caesar, taking 

even deeper refuge in the governing authorities to protect his life.   
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2.  From this, we’ll want to consider two things:   

a.  First, the world’s continuing hatred of Christ and Christians.   
b.  And second, the Lord’s continuing protection of His people through the 

authority He has ordained.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we see the world’s continuing hatred of Christ and Christians.   

1.  Let’s consider briefly the circumstances.   
a.  Festus, having taken his position, went up to Jerusalem three days later from 

Caesarea (where Paul was being held; v. 1).   
b.  Immediately, the Jews went on the attack, with their leading men bringing 

charges against Paul.   
c.  They urged Festus to bring him to Jerusalem, intending to ambush Paul and 

kill him (vv. 2-3).  In two years their hatred of Paul had not abated.   
d.  But Festus didn’t grant this – whether he saw through their plan or was 

Providentially prevented by the Lord, we don’t know.  He intended to keep 
Paul at Caesarea and told them that if they wanted to pursue action, that 
influential men should go with him and prosecute him there (vv. 4-5).   

e.  And after he had spent some eight to ten days among them, he departed for 
Caesarea, accompanied by the Jews, and the next day took his seat of 
judgment and ordered Paul to be brought (v. 6).   

f.  After Paul arrived, the Jews brought their numerous and serious charges 
against him, but they couldn’t prove them (v. 7), while Paul continued to 
protest his innocence, not having broken any law:  either against “either 
against the Law of the Jews or against the temple or against Caesar” (v. 8).   

 
2.  We’ve already discussed the blessing having a clear conscience can bring.   

a.  When you do what’s right in the Lord’s eyes, the Lord will bless you and be 
with you.   

b.  This will not only help you now, but especially on the Day of God’s 
judgment when the books will be open, you will be judged for what you have 
done.   

c.  If you haven’t trusted in Jesus, the Lord will condemn you on that day for 
every sin you have committed and cast you away into hell forever.   

d.  But if you have trusted in Christ and have sought to live your life for His 
glory, you will be acquitted and graciously received into heaven.   

e.  This is what Paul was looking forward to and what he knew was his through 
faith in Jesus Christ; and this gave him the strength to stand before his 
accusers.   

 
3.  But again, this will prove to be of help to us now:  as Christians, we have many 

enemies.   
a.  The world is full of people who hate us in principle:  most of them may not 

know it yet.   
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b.  We are as different as light and darkness, as good and evil:  we are of the 
Spirit of God, they are of the spirit of the devil.   

c.  They may get along with us as long as they don’t know us, but as soon as the 
light of Christ begins to shine from us, as soon as they come to understand 
our beliefs and morals, they will hate us, even as the Jews hated Paul.   

d.  Jesus told His brothers, who had yet to trust in Him, “The world cannot hate 
you, but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil” (John 7:7).  
When we bear witness to the truth, especially the resurrection of Christ, we 
will he hated for it.   

e.  We need to know this beforehand and be ready for it by making sure that we 
live as blameless a life before God that we can, so that we may receive His 
help.   

 
B.  Second, we see the Lord’s continuing protection of His people through the 

ordained authorities.   
1.  We see this in the outcome of this particular trial.   

a.  Festus appears to have favored the Jews in this case.  Wanting to do them a 
favor, he asked Paul whether he was willing to go to Jerusalem and there 
stand trial before him (v. 9).   

b.  But Paul replied that he was already standing where he should be:  before 
Caesar’s tribunal – Rome was the power with ultimate jurisdiction over the 
matter (v. 10).   

c.  He also strongly asserted that both he and Festus knew he had not wronged 
the Jews in any way (v. 10), but that to go to Jerusalem would certainly mean 
his death.   
(i)  How Paul knew this, we don’t know.  It’s most likely because he had 

already been saved from the Jews by being brought to Caesarea.  To be 
taken back now would certainly mean his death.   

(ii)  But notice, as an aside, what Paul said in reply to this:  “If, then, I am a 
wrongdoer and have committed anything worthy of death, I do not refuse 
to die” (v. 11).   
(1)  Paul recognized that capital punishment was still valid – it wasn’t 

abrogated by the New Covenant.   
(2)  He also acknowledged that if he had committed a capital crime, that 

the just and righteous thing to do would be to execute him.   
(3)  It’s not a sin or a crime to enforce capital punishment – it is the right 

thing to do.   
(4)  This is true even in the case of a Christian, even a Christian who 

repents.  No one is above the law.   
(5)  But the charges must be adjudicated by the state and they must be 

valid.   
(I)  Paul was not guilty of the crimes he was then being accused of and 

so should not be executed.   
(II)  He was guilty of capital crimes in the past – when he had sought 

the death penalty of innocent Christians – he doesn’t insist that he be 
tried and executed for those.   
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d.  But getting back to our point, if he was not guilty of anything worthy of 

death, he wanted the protection afforded him by the governing authorities 
(vv. 11-12).   
(i)  Being a Roman citizen then, he exercised his right as a citizen to protect 

his life:  he appealed to Caesar.   
(ii)  His case then would be taken to Rome and brought before the Emperor.   
(iii)  Festus conferred with his council, then granted him what was his right.   
 

2.  Here is a wonderful illustration of what we saw a few weeks ago in the Sunday 
School regarding the reason God ordained government.   
a.  Even though this was the godless Roman Empire, flawed in so many ways, 

yet Paul still exercised his right as a citizen to call on Rome to protect him 
against his own people.   
(i)  He didn’t want to bring charges against them:  he only wanted protection 

from them.   
(ii)  The only one who had the authority to do this was the magistrate, and so 

Paul, seeing that this protection wasn’t going to be afforded him from 
Festus, appealed to Caesar.   

(iii)  This would begin his trip to Rome, where Jesus had earlier told him he 
would go to bear witness to the resurrection Gospel.   

 
b.  The principle we want to see here is this:  though our government has 

become corrupted in many ways, it is still God’s ordained means of 
protecting our rights and our lives.   
(i)  By God’s gracious providence, there is still something of His will being 

done through it, even as it was through Rome in Paul’s day.   
(ii)  This doesn’t mean it will function perfectly or uphold justice and 

righteousness as it should.   
(iii)  But it does mean that the Lord still uses it to protect us to the degree He 

is pleased to provide.  This is good to know, especially in light of the 
world’s hatred against us.   

(iv)  And so when we find ourselves threatened by others for the sake of the 
Gospel, if the magistrate can help us, we should appeal to them.  There’s 
nothing wrong with this – this is why God ordained it in the first place.   

(v)  Again, we need to trust that God will do His will through those 
institutions He has ordained.   

(vi)  Let’s bow in prayer and ask the Lord to show us how to apply this more 
specifically in the situations we have to face in life.  Amen.   


