
“Paul before Felix” 
(Acts 24:1-23)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the Lord’s gracious promise to protect Paul.   
a.  Certainly, the devil and all of hell wanted to stop him from continuing to 

publish the Gospel.   
b.  But the Lord determined that he would continue.   

(i)  He told Paul that this would be the case – that as he had testified in 
Jerusalem, so he would do in Rome.   

(ii)  In other words, the Lord had promised him that no matter what the Jews 
had planned, they would fail and Paul would be safe.   

 
2.  We also saw how the Lord worked this out.   

a.  Not through spectacular miracles or miraculous deliverances.   
b.  He allowed Paul’s nephew to overhear the Jews’ plan.   

(i)  The boy told Paul, Paul told him to tell the commander, and the 
commander took Paul by night to Caesarea by armed escort.   

(ii)  More often than not, the Lord works through ordinary rather than 
extraordinary means.   
(a)  Just because we don’t see anything spectacular or miraculous, doesn’t 

mean the Lord isn’t working in our lives, watching over us, protecting 
us.   

(b)  Everything that goes on around us, everything we do, everything that 
happens to us, is all a part of His plan – a plan He is working together 
for His glory and our good.   

(c)  We just need to trust Him.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see the battle between the two kingdoms continue:   
a.  The Jews, having been robbed of their opportunity to murder Paul, don’t give 

up, but continue to seek for his execution through legal means.   
b.  To accomplish this, they came, as they were directed, bringing false charges 

against him to the governor.   
 

2.  But we also see Paul, by God’s grace, speak boldly to defend himself.   
a.  One of the key factors to the success of his testimony is the fact that he 

conducted himself blamelessly, according to Jewish law, according to Roman 
law, and most importantly, according to God’s Law.   

b.  When you honor the Lord, the Lord will honor you – if we seek to live 
according to His commandments, He will be with us to strengthen us in 
trouble.   
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3.  This morning, we’ll look at two things:   
a.  First, Paul’s enemies attack him with lies.   
b.  But second, Paul powerfully refutes their lies with the truth.   
c.  The overarching theme of this passage is the importance of maintaining a 

clear conscience.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we see Paul’s enemies attack him with lies.   

1.  We see first, his accusers (v. 1):   
a.  Ananias, the high priest.   
b.  Some of the elders, the governing body of the Jews.   
c.  And an attorney by the name of Tertullus.   
d.  Charges are made more potent when they are brought by men of reputation or 

position.   
e.  Here are the representatives of the Jewish nation, with the high priest himself, 

and a man they hired to bring their case, an orator or advocate, who would 
know how to bring the charges before a Roman governor.   

 
2.  After Paul is summoned, we see the charges they brought (vv. 2-9).   

a.  The lawyer, in a very shrewd way, begins by attempting to flatter Felix (vv. 
2-4).   
(i)  Everyone likes to hear nice things said about them; and people say nice 

things about others to turn their hearts in their direction.  True appreciation 
and admiration is not a bad thing.   

(ii)  But we need to be careful when we say things like this that we’re not 
doing it to manipulate others:  that we’re not merely flattering them.   
(a)  Flattery is saying nice things with an ulterior motive, a sinister motive, 

an insincere motive, to get something we want.   
(b)  Solomon writes, “A man who flatters his neighbor is spreading a net 

for his steps” (Prov. 29:5).   
(c)  This is what Tertullus is doing, and the one he is spreading the net for 

is Paul.   
(d)  That this is flattery is clear from the fact that Felix was one of the 

cruelest and most wicked governors to rule over Judea.   
(e)  Henry writes, “Felix is represented by the historians of his own nation, 

as well as by Josephus the Jew, as a very bad man, who, depending 
upon his interest in the court, allowed himself in all manner of 
wickedness, was a great oppressor, very cruel, and very covetous, 
patronising and protecting assassins.--Joseph. Antiq. 20. 162-165.” 

 
(iii)  What does Tertullus say?   

(a)  That through Felix, they’ve obtained much peace, through his 
oversight reforms have been carried out for the Jewish nation.   

(b)  He tells Felix the Jews like what he’s been doing for them – they 
thankfully acknowledge it in everyway and everywhere – which is 
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basically a lie, since the Jews hated the Romans, Roman occupation, 
and Roman interference.   

(c)  Tertullus is leading to something:  he is attempting to turn Felix 
against Paul, who is working so hard to tear down what Felix has been 
so successful in building up:  this peace.  (He is probably hoping that 
Felix will see Paul as a threat to his own government and have him 
executed).   

(d)  “We don’t want to take much of your time” – it shouldn’t be hard to 
prove that Paul is guilty of this – “and we hope that this matter won’t 
weary you, but we really think you should listen” (v. 4).   

 
b.  And now come the charges:   

(i)  Paul is a trouble-maker, a nuisance, a plague on our country; one who 
incites rebellion among all the Jews throughout the world (v. 5) – again, 
he’s trying to tear down the peace you’ve established.   

(ii)  He is the ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes (v. 5) – they called those 
who followed Christ Nazarenes, since He was a Nazarene.  It appears as 
though Tertullus and the Jews are trying to get the governor to recognize 
that Paul and his followers are not Jews and therefore not entitled to 
Roman protection – that they are an illicit religion and worthy to be 
arrested and destroyed.    

(iii)  He even tried to desecrate the Temple – to further incite rebellion among 
the Jews – which is when we arrested him (v. 6).   

(iv)  We would have dealt with the problem ourselves, but one of your 
commanders, Lysias, came and ripped him from our hands, ordering us to 
bring our charges to you – ask him yourself and you’ll see what we say is 
true (vv. 6-8).  The Jews who were there also joined in the attack, saying 
that these things were true (v. 9).   
(a)  Notice, how they’ve slanted the account to fit their purpose.   
(b)  They completely omit the part where Lysias tried to discover the 

charges against Paul by bringing him to the Council.   
(c)  Perhaps they were hoping that Felix would pass judgment and execute 

Paul before Lysias arrived.   
(d)  Maybe they didn’t know that Felix had already read the commander’s 

account.   
 

c.  The world often uses both flattery and deceit to get their way.   
(i)  When we called the police to deal with our neighbor’s loud music and his 

disturbing the peace, he lied to the police officers to try and shift the 
blame towards us.   

(ii)  The Christian does not have these sinful weapons in his arsenal, but must 
speak the truth, which is why it’s important to conduct yourself in a 
blameless way in every situation you face.   

(iii)  This is what we see now in Paul’s testimony.   
 
B.  Second, Paul powerfully refutes their lies with the truth.   
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1.  He begins by honoring the magistrate without flattery (v. 10).   
a.  He waits until the governor allows him to speak.   
b.  Then he expresses confidence that Felix will judge rightly and that the truth 

will prevail (v. 10).   
 

2.  What follows is a testimony without deception (vv. 11-21).   
a.  First, Paul did go up to Jerusalem to worship, not more than 12 days earlier – 

Felix knew this to be true (v. 11).   
b.  But it wasn’t true that he was inciting any kind of riot in the temple or 

synagogue – he wasn’t even talking with anyone (v. 12).   
c.  Further, he challenged the charges brought against him – much like Jesus, 

who challenged His accusers to charge him – they could not prove what they 
asserted (v. 13).   

d.  One thing he did admit was that he does serve the God of his and theirs (the 
Jewish God, the only God) according to the Way.   
(i)  Paul did not say this was a new Way, but the Way dictated by the whole 

of Old Covenant Scripture – the Law and the Prophets (v. 14).   
(ii)  It is a hope in God – one that these Jews accusing him also held – that 

there would be a resurrection of the righteous and the wicked (v. 15).   
(iii)  It was because of this he did his best to have a blameless conscience 

before God and men (v. 16).  We’ll return to this in a minute.   
(iv)  They might call this a sect – a group that has separated from the beliefs 

of Judaism – but they were in fact the true Jews, worshipping God in the 
Way He had commanded (vv. 14-15).   

(v)  Perhaps Paul here was heading off the Jews’ argument that the Nazarenes 
were not true Jews and therefore not entitled to protection under Roman 
Law.   

 
e.  He also admitted that he went to the temple to bring alms and to present 

offerings, but he was ceremonially clean, without any crowd, without any 
uproar (vv. 17-18).   

f.  There were some Jews from Asia who caused the uproar – who also should 
be present, but weren’t, before Felix, if they had any accusations to make (v. 
19).   

g.  The only thing the men before him could attest to was the fact that Paul made 
this one statement, “For the resurrection of the dead I am on trial before you 
today.”  Other than that, they have nothing to say (vv. 20-21).   

h.  The bottom line was that Paul was guilty of nothing worthy of imprisonment 
or death – the Jews knew it, and Felix appeared to be aware of it as well.   
(i)  Felix was familiar with Christianity; he understood something of the 

tension in the Jewish camp over it, and the fact that these men were 
bearing false witness against Paul (v. 22).   

(ii)  And so he put off making any decision on the case until Lysias – another 
eye-witness – arrived (v. 22).   

(iii)  In the meantime, Paul would be kept in custody, and yet be given some 
freedom and the privilege of visits from friends (v. 23).   
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i.  What we need to see here is the advantage the Lord gave Paul through the 

Gospel:  the advantage of a blameless life.   
(i)  We know that before the Lord, no one is truly blameless in themselves – 

even the best Christian is imperfect.   
(ii)  But the fact that Christ has given us His own perfect righteousness, the 

fact that the Spirit of God lives in our souls, and the fact we know there is 
a coming Day of Judgment, should make us live differently than the 
world.   
(a)  It should motivate us to do what’s right in every situation.    
(b)  It should move us to deal with our outstanding issues with others.   
(c)  It should make us settle our accounts with God by confessing our sins 

to Him.   
(d)  All of these things should produce a godly life that will stand the test 

of any false accusations.   
(e)  If we don’t learn anything else from this text than this, we’ll be 

blessed – strive by God’s grace to live the life Jesus calls you to live 
and the enemy will not be able to touch you with his lies and false 
accusations.   

(f)  You can’t do this apart from faith in Christ, so if you haven’t trusted in 
Him, do so now.   

(g)  May the Lord grant us His blessing to live for His glory through Jesus 
Christ.  Amen.   


