
“Paul:  Apostle to the Gentiles” 

(1 Corinthians 15:1-11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we’re continuing our series on the History of Redemption, more 

particularly those things the Lord did to apply His work.   

a.  After the time of preparation – throughout the Old Testament time – and after the 

time of fulfillment – in the life, ministry and death of Christ – there came the 

time of application – from the resurrection when Christ received the kingdom, to 

the consummation when He comes again to bring everything to its conclusion.   

b.  We are now coming towards the end of the period of application outlined in the 

inspired history of the Bible.   

(i)  This wasn’t the definitive end – since we know that the application of 

Christ’s work to the elect will continue until He comes again.   

(ii)  But at least the end of the Lord’s preparation for that application.   

(iii)  If we were to continue our study, we’d need to search the pages of history to 

see its outworking.   

 

2.  Last week, we saw  

a.  That the Lord poured His Spirit out on His church to gift and empower her for 

service.   

b.  And that He raised up deacons within the church, with the gifts and desire to 

serve that they might both serve the church and those outside the church, as well 

as give examples to the flock.   

 

3.  Both of these things were means to advance the kingdom of heaven:   

a.  By giving us the tools, talents, resources and motivation to move Christ’s work 

forward, through the work of the Holy Spirit.   

b.  And by providing us with examples to encourage us to do so.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’re going to consider one further encouraging example of service 

and zeal in the apostle Paul.   

a.  Paul was perhaps the greatest means the Lord used to advance His kingdom at 

any time in history.   

b.  He very likely did more to build God’s kingdom than all the other apostles put 

together.   

c.  If we were to pick one human example to follow, we couldn’t do any better than 

following the example Paul left us.   

 

2.  We’ll look at four things:   

a.  Paul’s preparation for ministry.   

b.  Paul’s conversion to Christ.   
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c.  Paul’s call to the Gentiles.   

d.  And Paul’s labors for the kingdom.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider Paul’s providential preparation to see that the Lord sovereignly 

prepares His people for what He calls them to do.   

1.  The Lord’s plan for Paul didn’t begin when the Lord saved him.   

a.  It began in eternity:  Before Paul was conceived, the Lord had set him apart, “For 

those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 

image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren” 

(Rom. 8:29).   

(i)  When Paul talks about foreknowledge, he doesn’t mean God knew certain 

things about His people – although He does know everything – but He knew 

them:  He loved them beforehand (Ex. Adam and Eve; Gen 4:1).   

(ii)  God foreknew and predestined Paul, not only to be saved and conformed to 

the image of Christ – through faith in Christ – but to do a particular work.   

(a)  That’s why Paul writes, “God . . . set me apart from my mother’s womb” 

(Gal. 1:15).   

(b)  God’s purpose in eternity came to fruition in time:  from the time he came 

into the world, he was set apart.   

 

b.  Having chosen him to a particular work, the Lord also made sure he was 

adequately equipped for it, even before He saved him.   

(i)  The other apostles were trained personally by Jesus, but not Paul.   

(ii)  The Lord placed him in a faithful Jewish family (Phil. 3:5:  God’s placement 

isn’t random; nothing happens by chance).   

(iii)  He was born in Cilicia – a Roman province – he was born a free Roman 

citizen, something that becomes important to his safety later (Acts 22:3).   

(iv)  He was raised strictly according to the Law, and when he was grown, he 

chose the Law as his profession – he became a Pharisee.   

(a)  “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, 

educated under Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being 

zealous for God just as you all are today” (Acts 22:3; cf. Phil. 3:5).   

(b)  “So then, all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up, which from 

the beginning was spent among my own nation and at Jerusalem; since they 

have known about me for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that I 

lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion” (Acts 

26:4-5).   

 

(v)  Of course, the Lord further equipped Paul after his conversion (Gal. 1-2).   

 

c.  The Lord also gave Paul a character that would be zealous for what he believed.   

(i)  Before he was converted, he was zealous for the Law and to destroy the 

church, “As to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which 

is in the Law, found blameless” (Phil. 3:6).   
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(ii)  “For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to 

persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; and I was 

advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my 

countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions” (Gal. 

1:13-14; cf. Acts 22:4-5; 26:9-11).   

(iii)  Though Paul misused this gift, it was something the Lord would later 

redirect to build His kingdom.   

 

2.  We should know this morning that the same things are true for us:  the Lord’s plan 

for us didn’t begin when we came to Christ.   

a.  If you are a true believer here this morning:   

(i)  The Lord has also loved you from all eternity.   

(ii)  He also set you apart from the womb for a specific purpose.   

(iii)  He placed you where He wanted you to be in the world, even into the very 

family you were born.   

(iv)  He made sure you were trained for your particular purpose.   

(v)  And He gave you specific gifts – including your personality and abilities so 

that you would be able to do what you were made to do.   

 

b.  If you’re not a believer this morning,  

(i)  The Lord still made you for a specific purpose.   

(ii)  He still placed you where He wanted you to be – country, family.   

(iii)  He still gifted you and made sure you had the training you would need for 

His purposes.   

(iv)  But whether He has loved you from all eternity remains to be seen:   

(a)  You can only know that He has if you trust Him and turn from your sins, 

out of love for Him.   

(b)  If you haven’t, trust in Him now, turn to Him now in faith and repentance; 

it’s the only way you can ever know of God’s purposes for you.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider Paul’s conversion to see that the Lord sovereignly calls His 

people to Himself.   

1.  Paul did not convert himself:  the Lord converted him.   

a.  This follows from what we’ve seen; but it also follows from what Paul was like 

apart from God’s grace.   

(i)  Paul tells us that he was the greatest sinner who ever lived.   

(a)  “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all” (2 

Tim. 1:15).   

(b)  He said earlier, “I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 

violent aggressor” (v. 13).   

(c)  When he tells us in Romans, “There is none righteous, not even one. . . .  

There is none who does good, not even one” (Rom. 3:10, 12), he was 

undoubtedly thinking also about himself apart from Christ.   

 

(ii)  How did Paul ever come to Christ in this condition?   
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(a)  Jesus tells us that he didn’t – rather, the Father brought him, “No one can 

come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him” (John 6:44).   

(b)  Sometimes we tend to think that the Damascus road experience was the 

cause of Paul’s conversion (Acts 9); but it wasn’t.   

(1)  When Abraham told the rich man in hell that his brothers wouldn’t 

believe even if Lazarus came to them back from the dead, He confirmed 

for us that miracles can’t save (Luke 16:31).  So many saw Christ’s 

miracles – genuine, real miracles that astounded them, that couldn’t be 

denied – and yet they rejected Him.   

(2)  The Lord used miracles to gain attention, but more is needed to convert 

them:  the Father needs to draw them – and He does this by His Spirit.   

 

b.  The Lord changed Paul’s heart by His Spirit so that he would trust in Him.   

(i)  His appearance on the road was only part of the means.  Jesus tells us, “It is 

the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing” (v. 63).   

(ii)  The Spirit raises us to spiritual life and opens our eyes, so we can believe.   

(iii)  This is what the Lord did for Paul, “God , who had set me apart even from 

my mother's womb and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal 

His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles” (1:15-16).   

 

2.  The same is true of you and me if we are true believers:  we didn’t convert 

ourselves; the Lord in His time and plan converted us.   
a.  You might be tempted to think you trusted the Lord by yourself; but you didn’t – 

you were dead in sin, unable to do anything good, until the Lord opened your 

eyes.   

b.  If you’re going to thank anyone for your salvation, don’t thank yourself, but the 

Lord, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may 

boast” (Eph. 2:8-9); you were not saved by any work of yours, not even the work 

of believing.   

c.  This also shows you that if you haven’t trusted in Jesus, He is the only One who 

can change your heart and make you able and willing to do so.   

d.  If this is your situation, look to Him this morning for His grace and mercy.   

 

C.  Third, let’s consider Paul’s call to preach to the Gentiles to see that the Lord has a 

specific purpose for His people.   

1.  The Lord not only providentially prepared and sovereignly converted Paul, He also 

called him to a specific work:  to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles.   

a.  “But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called 

me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach 

Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood . . .” 

(Gal. 1:15-16).   

b.  When Ananias was reluctant to go and minister to Paul after his conversion, the 

Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name 

before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how 

much he must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:15-16).   
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c.  This is what the Lord had chosen him to do – to call the Gentiles to faith in 

Christ through the Gospel, throughout the world.   

 

2.  Again, the Lord has raised and equipped you for a particular purpose.   

a.  When you’re young in the faith, there are certainly many things you might want 

to do.   

b.  But as you grow in Christ, you soon discover there is something the Lord wants 

you to do, that He has gifted you to do, that He has prepared you for.   

c.  This is what you need to search out and then submit to – God’s purpose for you 

from all eternity.   

 

D.  Finally, let’s consider Paul’s labors for the Gospel (1 Cor. 15:10), as an 

encouragement to us to use our gifts and calling to serve the Lord.   

1.  This is what the Lord used powerfully to advance the kingdom of heaven:  “But by 

the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I 

labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me” (1 Cor. 

15:10).   

a.  Paul did more than all the apostles put together:  the Lord used him to evangelize 

the whole Roman Empire.   

b.  He also used him to reveal more about the Gospel than the rest of the apostles.   

c.  He didn’t do this by sitting on his hands, but by giving himself to do whatever 

the Lord gave him to do with all his heart.   

 

2.  This should show us at least two things:   

a.  We might think that if we could only devote ourselves to the Lord as Paul did, 

that we could do as much as Paul.  

(i)  But, do we have his preparation?  His gifts?  His opportunities?  His calling?  

His zeal?   

(ii)  Certainly, we should get the best training we can.  We should also try to 

cultivate zeal for the Lord’s service.  But we have no control over our gifts, 

our callings or our opportunities.  Those are in the Lord’s hands.   

(iii)  We can’t choose to do what Paul did.   

 

b.  But second, that doesn’t mean you can’t do what the Lord called you to do.  

(i)  Use your background, your experiences, your education, gifts and 

opportunities to fulfill the Lord’s calling on your life.   

(ii)  Only Paul could do what Paul did, but only you can do what the Lord has 

called and equipped you to do.   

(iii)  Don’t be sorry that you’re not a Paul, but be content with what the Lord has 

given you, and do your best to use it for His glory.  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


