
 

“Patiently Bear the Hand of God” 
(James 5:10-11) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We have been looking at the sixth commandment, how it forbids us to take away 
life or to do anything whereby another might be injured, and especially the positive aspect of it, 
how it calls us to defend and protect life.  All men are made in the image of God, and it is a 
crime to do anything to damage that image or to destroy it.  The Lord told Noah, “Whoever 
sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man” 
(Gen. 9:6).  It is therefore  our duty to do all that we can to preserve it in ourselves and our 
neighbors.  We have seen so far that we are to protect our lives and the lives of our neighbors as 
far as we lawfully can, by defending ourselves and others, by resisting any thoughts or plans 
made against us or others, by quenching our unrighteous anger and bitterness against others and 
being peacemakers among those who are at odds with one another, and by avoiding all occasions 
and helping others to avoid all occasions in which we would be tempted to harm another.   
 Now this is considering what our reactions should be to those who threaten us outwardly.  
But there is still another perspective that we must consider.  We must not forget the hidden hand 
which lies behind all of these trials, the hand of God.  He is the One who is at work in every 
situation.  His is the hand that controls all men’s hearts.  He is the One “Who works all things 
after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11).   He is the One who “does according to His will in 
the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth,” whose hand “no one can ward off “ 
and who cannot be questioned (Daniel 4:35).  Knowing that God is behind all that we 
experience on earth, what should our attitude be towards Him when He brings trials and 
adversity?  I believe here we need to always remember what Joseph said to his brothers, after 
they had sold him into Egypt, into slavery, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good in order to bring about this present result” (Gen. 50:20).  His brothers 
were the ones who brought adversity to Joseph.  But Joseph knew that it was God’s hand which 
was behind it.  They meant it for evil.  But God meant it for good in order to save Jacob and his 
household.  God uses the evil actions of men to bring about His benevolent purposes.  The fact 
that God means it for good should always help us to think well of God and patiently bear up 
under His hand when we are suffering.  And that is what I want us to look at this evening, 
namely 
 
 You must patiently endure the darker Providences of God knowing that He is working 
all things together for your good.   
 
I.  Examples Are Always Helpful, and James Provides Us with What Are the More Obvious 

Ones in the Prophets.    
A.  He Says that They Are To Be a Pattern for Us.  “As an example, brethren . . . take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord” (v. 10).   
1.  The prophets, you will remember, were God’s covenant lawyers.  They were the ones 

whom God would use to bring His covenant lawsuit to His people.   
a.  When the people of God broke the covenant, that legally binding contract between 

God and His people, He would send the prophets to remind them of their agreement, 
to show them where they have broken that agreement, to warn them of the 
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consequences which He had told them beforehand, and to call them to repentance, to 
turn from their present action and to do what is right.   

b.  In 2 Kings 17:13-17, we read an example of this very thing.  The prophet writes, 
“Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah, through all His prophets  and every seer, 
saying, ‘Turn from your evil ways and keep My commandments, My statutes 
according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you 
through My servants the prophets.’  However, they did not listen, but stiffened their 
neck like their fathers, who did not believe in the LORD their God.  And they 
rejected His statutes and His covenant which He made with their fathers, and His 
warnings with which He warned them.  And they followed vanity and became vain, 
and went after the nations which surrounded them, concerning which the LORD had 
commanded them not to do like them.  And they forsook all the commandments of 
the LORD their God and made for themselves molten images, even two calves, and 
made an Asherah and worshiped all the host of heaven and served Baal.  Then they 
made their sons and their daughters pass through the fire, and practiced divination 
and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, 
provoking Him.  So the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them from 
His sight; none was left except the tribe of Judah” (2 Kings 17:13-17).   

c.  God sends His prophets to warn His people, to turn them back.  But often they 
would not listen.   

 
2.  Since the prophets were to do this work, a work which all of us would admit was not 

an easy job, they had to be specially qualified by the Lord for it.   
a.  They required a special level of sanctification.   
b.  This is nothing other than a greater likeness to that of Christ, to whose image all 

believers are predestined to become conformed to.   
c.  The Lord accomplished this by placing on them a greater measure of His Spirit.   
d.  The prophets therefore are to be an example to us of what we are to become in the 

Lord.     
e.  This is not to say that they were perfect men.  Nor that we are to follow everything 

that they do.  But I believe what the apostle Paul said concerning himself would 
apply here as well, “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1).     

 
B.  What James Calls Us to Imitate in Them Specifically Is Their Endurance Under Hardship 

and Their Patience.  “As an example . . . of suffering and patience” (v. 10).   
1.  If there was anything that the prophets did frequently, it was suffer.   

a.  They were frequently mistreated, because the covenant people of God would often 
reject what they had to say.     

b.  The reason was that often the covenant community was not walking in the ways of 
the Lord.  A majority of them were unconverted.  There was always a faithful 
remnant, but they were always fewer in number in relation to the rest.   

c.  The prophets were faithful to the Lord in bringing the message that He had put on 
their lips.  But the message was not always one which the people wanted to hear.  
The true prophets were not ear ticklers and flatterers.  They would only speak the 
Word of the Lord.   

d.  And so very frequently they had to suffer.   
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2.  But it is not so much the suffering that we are called to imitate here, but their reaction 

to it.   
a.  They faced those evil circumstances courageously.  Whether it was Noah who 

prophesied against a whole generation of evil men, or Moses whose life was many 
times threatened by the people of Israel, or the nameless prophet who prophesied 
against Jeroboam and almost paid with his life, all of these men fearlessly stood their 
ground, and suffered for it.     

b.  And they bore up under it patiently, because they knew that this was what the Lord 
had called them to do.  And if they knew that they were doing what their Lord 
desired, that was enough.   

 
C.  But Why Does James Say that We Should Look to Them?  He Says, “Behold, we count 

those blessed who endured.”   
1.  When we consider their outcome, we consider it to be a blessed one.   

a.  I don’t think anyone ever envies the suffering of another for no reason.   
b.  We should not enjoy suffering for suffering’s sake.   
c.  Rather, we should look to what it is that they gained to consider whether or not it 

was worthwhile.     
d.  Some accomplished amazing things by putting their lives on the line through their 

faith in God.  Some of the saints of old, the author to the Hebrews tells us, 
“conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut 
the mouth of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight.  Women received back their dead by resurrection” (11:33-35).  Some of 
these were prophets, and others not.   But the principle remains the same.   

e.  But still others suffered.  They “were tortured, not accepting their release, in 
order that they might obtain a better resurrection; and others experienced 
mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment.  They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with 
the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
ill-treated (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and 
mountains and caves and holes in the ground” (11:35-38).  This describes mainly 
what happened to the prophets.   

f.  And what did they suffer for?  What did they possibly have to gain?  They were 
looking ahead by faith to that which was as yet invisible.  Moses went out from 
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, because “he was looking to the reward,” 
he saw “Him who is unseen” (11:26-27).  Abraham “went out, not knowing 
where he was going . . . for he was looking for the city which has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God” (11:8, 10).    

 
2.  The reward of the saints is far greater and more blessed than anything in this world.  

This is why James writes, “Behold, we count those blessed who endured” (v. 11).   
a.  They are blessed because, even though they did not see any good at the moment of 

their sufferings, yet they endured with patience and made it to the end of their 
pilgrimage.   
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b.  They did not deny their Savior, but held on firm to the end and received the reward 
of the faithful.   

c.  Those are truly blessed who endure to the finish line, having been found faithful to 
Christ and to His cause.   

d.  They knew that God had ordained their suffering, but they bore it patiently because 
they knew that God would work it for their good.   

 
II.  But James Gives Us Another Example.  When One Thinks of Enduring Suffering, There Is 

Perhaps No Greater Example than that of Job.     
A.  Job Perhaps Suffered More Than Any Other Mere Man.  James says, “You have heard 

of the endurance of Job” (v. 11).   
1.  Job lost all his children and all his wealth in one day.   
2.  And then he lost his health, and the respect of his wife and friends.   
3.  Yet, “Through all of this Job did not sin nor did he blame God” (Job 1:22), even 

knowing that it was God who brought this upon him.  When his wife said to him, “Do 
you still hold fast your integrity?  Curse God and die!  He replied, “’You speak as 
one of the foolish women speaks.  Shall we indeed accept good from God and not 
accept adversity?’” (2:9-10).   

4.  Job endured the incredible pain of the loss of his children, and of all of his worldly 
goods, but he endured patiently without complaint.     

 
B.  But If You Doubt As to Whether God Worked This for Good in His Life, Again Consider 

Job’s End.  James Writes, “You . . . have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that 
the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful” (v. 11).   
1.  The Lord restored the fortunes of Job, and gave him twice as much as he had before.   
2.  The Lord even gave him seven more sons and three more daughters to replace those 

who had been killed.  And the Scripture tells us, “In all the land no women were 
found so fair as Job’s daughters; and their father gave them an inheritance among 
their brothers” (42:15).   

3.  “The Lord is compassionate and full of mercy,” for He replaced all that He allowed 
the devil to take from Job, and blessed his remaining years more than the first.   

4.  Consider the endurance of Job, and look at its outcome.  The Lord worked all things in 
his life for good.   

 
C.  But of Course, Christ, the Greatest Prophet of All Also Suffered Courageously and 

Patiently Endured the Providence of God, and He Was the Most Blessed of All.   
1.  He patiently suffered the hand of God in His work of Mediation.   

a.  He suffered by taking upon Himself our nature.   
b.  He suffered by living among men who hated Him.   
c.  He suffered in His crucifixion, in His death, and in His burial.   
d.  And His greatest suffering was when the Father turned His hand against Him, when 

He bore our sins in His body on the tree.     
 

2.  But yet consider His end.  He was blessed more than any other.   
a.  Again, the author to the Hebrews writes, “Therefore, since we have so great a 

cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and 
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the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who 
for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider Him who has 
endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow 
weary and lose heart” (Hebrews 12:1).   

b.  Our Lord Jesus suffered more than any man will ever suffer.  He had the sins of a 
multitude which no man could number laid on Him.  He suffered separation from 
the Father for that sin which was not His.   

c.  But He did so because of the joy which the Father had set before Him, the joy of 
being obedient to the Father, the joy of having a people for His reward, and the joy 
of sharing His kingdom with them.   

 
III.  The Lord Is Teaching Us Through These Examples that We Must As Well Bear Up Under 

Suffering Patiently, Knowing that God Has Ordained These Trials for Our Good.   
A.  Do You Understand What Paul Means When He Says, “And we know that God causes 

all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28)?   
1.  God brings these things into your life for your refining, that you might be more like 

Him.   
2.  He brings them to test you to see what you are made of, to see if you have true faith in 

your heart, and to purify that faith that you have.   
3.  You could all testify to the fact that in every situation the Lord has brought about in 

your life, in every trial, He has brought good into your life.   
4.  You would not be the person you are except by those refining processes.   
 

B.  It Is the Discipline, It Is the Training of the Lord.   
1.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “It is for discipline that you endure; God deals 

with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  
But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are 
illegitimate children and not sons.  Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to 
discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the 
Father of spirits, and live?  For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best 
to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness.  All 
discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who 
have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.  
Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, and 
make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put 
out of joint, bu rather be healed” (Heb. 12:7-13).   

2.  When the Lord ordains suffering for you, know that it is for your good.  Bear with it 
patiently.  Do not complain against the gracious hand of God.  In the end, He will 
produce the fruits of godliness in your life.  Amen.   


