
“Partakers of His Grace” 

(John 1:14-17) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve been looking at our communion with God.  We’ve seen so far:   

a.  Generally, that in this communion God gives Himself to us through His Word 

and Spirit, and He receives from us the worship and service we offer to Him 

through Jesus Christ.   

b.  That this fellowship/communion/sharing is with all three persons of the 

Godhead:  all three provide this grace and all three are pleased to receive 

what we offer to them through the working of this grace by way of faith, love 

and obedience.   

c.  And that this is a great privilege – since we deserve the opposite – and a great 

encouragement – the Lord calls us to give up and endure a great deal to 

follow Jesus, but this more than compensates.   

 

2.  Last week, we began considering how we have communion with each person of 

the Godhead.   

a.  The Bible appears to single out a particular way we have fellowship with 

each of the three persons.   

(i)  Remember, what we have with each we have with all.   

(ii)  And this particular way is not the only way.   

(iii)  The Bible just seems to zero in on a special way for each person.   

 

b.  The communion we have with the Father is in His love.   

(i)  John points out one particular attribute of God:  “God is love” (1 John 

4:8).   

(ii)  Paul writes in the apostolic benediction, “The grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 

you all” (2 Cor. 13:14).   

(iii)  The Father reveals His love in making and sustaining us, and especially 

in sending His Son to redeem us.   

(iv)  And we return that love by believing His love, receiving it, and returning 

it in our hearts and in our lives.   

(v)  Let’s not forget that we can only see and receive the Father’s love if we 

come to Him through Christ – the Father has put everything in His hands, 

He is the dispenser of this love – and He will only receive our love in 

return if we place it in Christ’s hands to offer it to the Father.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’re going to begin to look at the particular way we have 

fellowship with Jesus Christ.   

2.  We’ll consider three things:   
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a.  First, that we have fellowship with the Son of God.   

b.  Second, that this fellowship is in His grace.   

c.  Third, how we fellowship in His grace.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we have fellowship with the Son of God.   

1.  Jesus says to us through John, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone 

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with 

him, and he with Me” (Rev. 3:20).   

a.  Here, He invites us to fellowship with Him.   

b.  All we need to do is respond to Him – open our hearts and receive Him, and 

He will have fellowship with us.   

 

2.  If you’re a believer here this morning, this is what the Father brought you into.   

a.  Paul writes, “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship 

with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9).   

b.  The Father has called you into fellowship with His Son.   

c.  He not only called you to this, but His faithfulness will preserve it.   

d.  He called you into this fellowship that He might consummate His love with 

you – that He might give you His love and that He might receive yours:  this 

can only happen when we are in communion with His Son.   

 

3.  One last thing to note:  the communion we have with the Son of God is in His 

office as Mediator:  it’s with the God-man (Gal. 4:4-5).   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider that the fellowship we have with Jesus Christ is in His grace.   

1.  This is what our text plainly tells us:  “For of His fullness we have all received, 

and grace upon grace.  For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

were realized through Jesus Christ” (John 1:16-17).   

a.  The Ceremonial Law given through Moses could only point to that grace – it 

couldn’t provide it.   

b.  But Jesus is full of grace, and in our fellowship, He gives us that grace, and 

we receive it:  “For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon 

grace” (v. 16).   

 

2.  We see this also in Paul’s benediction:  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all” (2 Cor. 

13:14; Cf. 2 Thes. 3:18).   

3.  The Father has called us into fellowship with His Son that He might 

consummate His love.   

4.  This fellowship is in Christ’s grace that He might bring this about.   

 

C.  Third, how do we fellowship in His grace?   

1.  This will take a little time to develop, since it includes everything the Lord gives 

us through Christ.  There are at least three ways grace can be used when it refers 

to Jesus Christ.   
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a.  It can refer to His personal graces:  what He received in His anointing as our 

Redeemer, when the Spirit was poured out His gifts and graces on Him (Ps. 

45:2).   

b.  It can refer to the free favor and acceptance He gives us with God which He 

earned through His earthly work.   

c.  And it can refer to all the blessings and fruits of the Spirit He pours out on us 

to sanctify us and make us more like Him.   

 

2.  In our remaining time this morning, let’s consider how we have fellowship with 

Jesus Christ in His personal graces.   

a.  We’ll see two things:   

(i)  What this grace is.   

(ii)  And how we have communion with Him in this grace.   

 

b.  First, let’s see what this grace is:   

(i)  We’re not talking here about the infinite excellencies of His deity, though 

this is part of it.   

(ii)  Nor are we talking about what He looked like outwardly while on earth 

or now as He is exalted in heaven.   

(iii)  Rather, we’re consider here the spiritual beauty of His person as He is 

anointed by the Spirit and appointed to be the One who would bring all 

His children into communion with Himself.   

(iv)  In Psalm 45:2, we see a glimpse of this beauty:  “You are fairer than the 

sons of men; grace is poured upon Your lips; therefore God has blessed 

you forever.”   

(a)  He is beyond comparison, more gracious and beautiful than any other 

on earth.   

(b)  This refers to His inward beauty and glory, not His outward 

appearance – which Paul tells us was in the likeness of sinful flesh, not 

perfect humanity.   

 

(v)  Isaiah writes of Him, “In that day the Branch of the Lord will be 

beautiful and glorious” (Is. 4:2).   

(a)  The reason He will is that, “in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in 

bodily form” (Col. 2:9).   

(b)  When Christ was transfigured, “His face shone like the sun, and His 

garments became as white as light” (Matt. 17:2).  This was His divine 

glory, the glory of His person, when the veil of His flesh was pulled 

back for that moment.   

(c)  Jesus is the Lamb without blemish and without spot (1 Pet. 1:19); He 

committed no sin nor was any guile found in His mouth (2:22); He was 

holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners (Heb. 7:26); the One 

who was made sin for us – guilty in our place – was the One who knew 

no sin (2 Cor. 5:21).   

 

(vi)  We see His personal glory and excellence in three things:   
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(a)  His fitness to save:  He is perfectly suited to save us.   

(1)  He is both God and man:  as God, He can lay His hand upon God, 

and as man, He can lay His hands on us.   

(2)  He can stand between us and close the gap between us through His 

obedience and death.   

(3)  His love was strong enough and His spirit resolved enough to bear 

our wrath and take away our guilt.   

 

(b)  We see His glory and excellence in His fullness to save:   

(1)  The fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ in bodily form, as 

we’ve seen.   

(2)  From this fullness He was able to save us, He was able to supply 

all the grace we need:  as John says in our text, “Grace for grace” 

(John 1:16).   

(3)  If Jesus had only some grace, but was not full, our needs might be 

more than He could supply.  But all the fullness dwells in Him.   

 

(c)  We also see His glory and excellence in His fullness to provide:  

Whatever we need, we can find it in Him.   

(1)  Are we dead in our sins?  Christ can give us life.   

(2)  Are we weak?  Christ can give us strength.   

(3)  Are we guilty?  Christ offers to be our righteousness.   

 

(d)  Since He has everything we need, He has everything He needs to draw 

our hearts out after Him:   

(1)  Children love and trust their parents because they know their 

parents will take care of all their needs.   

(2)  And so we love Christ, because we see in Him the One who can 

and will meet all our needs.   

(3)  The Father in His infinite love has provided an infinite fountain of 

blessing in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

c.  Now, how do we have communion with Christ in His personal graces?  The 

simple answer is:  In the same way a wife does with her husband.   

(i)  Jesus is our husband, and we – being the church – are His wife.   

(a)  Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “For I am jealous for you with a godly 

jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might 

present you as a pure virgin” (2 Cor. 11:2).   

(b)  This is how the Lord represents our union with Him throughout 

Scripture:   

(1)  The day He takes the church to Himself is called the day of His 

marriage (Rev. 19:7-8).   

(2)  The celebration that takes place on that day is called a wedding 

supper (Matt. 22:3).   

(3)  When Paul instructed the church regarding the marriage 

relationship, he pointed to Christ and the church (Eph. 5:22-32).   
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(c)  We are the bride of Christ, and He is our husband, something, by the 

way, the Lord delights in:   

(1)  He loved us so much that He gave Himself for us (Eph. 5:25); we 

were a good portion of that joy He looked forward to when He 

endured the cross (Heb. 12:2).   

(2)  If He delights in us, we should delight in Him as well.   

 

(ii)  More specifically, in this marriage, we have a communion that is 

consistent with marriage.  (Husbands/wives pay attention).   

(a)  First, we both set ourselves apart to one another, as do a husband and 

wife.   

(1)  He looks at us and loves us, because out of His free grace and 

mercy, He has made us beautiful.   

(2)  He gives Himself to us to be our Savior and head, and to express all 

the love, care and tenderness of a husband forever, out of His love, 

mercy and grace.   

(3)  And we willingly and freely consent to receive, embrace, and 

submit to Him in all loving obedience, as our husband, Lord and 

Savior, forever; to love Him more than any other person or thing, to 

count everything else as loss and dung in comparison.   

 

(b)  Second, having set ourselves apart – as Husband and wife – we share 

our affection with each other.   

(1)  Our Husband delights in us – Isaiah writes, “For as a young man 

marries a virgin, so your sons will marry you; and as the bridegroom 

rejoices over the bride, so your God will rejoice over you” (Isa. 

62:5) – and we delight in Him by wanting to be near Him, by being 

grieved when our sins grieve Him, by wanting to leave this life that 

we might be with Him in heaven.   

(2)  Our Husband sees us as precious and so gives Himself for us – 

being God, He became a man for us (Heb. 2:14); being rich, He 

became poor for us (2 Cor. 8:9); the Lord of the universe, humbled 

and emptied Himself and became a servant for us (Phil. 2); the One 

eternally blessed, became a curse on the cross for us; the rest of the 

world means nothing to Him compared to us; all that He did or 

continues to do, He does for our sakes – and we give ourselves to 

Him, because we see Him as precious – more than the treasures of 

this world, as Moses who counted the reproach of Christ greater 

riches than the world; more than our lives, as Paul who willingly 

gave his life to fulfill his ministry that he might honor Christ (Acts 

20:24).   

(3)  Our Husband has compassion on us – the Lord nourishes and 

cherishes us as a man does his own flesh (Eph.5:29); He comes to 

our aid when we are tempted or afflicted – and we place all our hope 

of help and deliverance on Him.   
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(4)  Finally, our Husband has fully provided for all our needs – which 

we’ll look at next time – and we receive from Him all we need and 

in return try to do those things that please Him.   

(5)  The first way we have communion with Christ is in His personal 

graces, as a wife does in her husband.   

(6)  But don’t forget, to have this union and communion, you must first 

confess your sins and place your whole hope of heaven on Jesus 

Christ.   

(7)  If you have done this, remember this is the relationship you have 

with Him and learn to cultivate it:  set yourself completely apart to 

Him, delight in Him, give yourself to Him, place all your hope in 

Him, and receive from Him the grace you need to love and obey 

Him each day.   

(8)  May the Lord help each one of us to do so.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


