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 Reference: VARIOUS 

 
 Church: GRACE Date: 11/21/99 

Church DisciplineChurch Discipline  
 
Purpose: To examine church discipline, its forms and the kind of sins that require 
it to be undertaken.. 
 

1. Introduction 
Looking at church discipline 
A very important subject - sadly neglected in the church 
Cause of weakness and failure. 
Hedonistic days - People live for pleasure 
Resent being under anyone’s authority 
Carries over into the church 
People will come as long as it suits them 
But when they are taken to task for good of souls, they leave. 
Churches don’t want to risk driving people away 
Don’t like confrontation - discipline is laid on one side 
It’s the easy way to go – don’t rock the boat. 
Why do we need discipline?  For what sins? How is it done? 

2. Why do we need church discipline? 
Many reasons – will look at a few of the major ones 

2.1. Glory of God 
We are called by The Name 
We must bear it to honor and not dishonor 
God’s glory is impugned when the church accepts sin 

2.2. Growth in holiness 
Sanctification is by the Spirit, through the Word 

John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 

We become holy by living according to the Word 
Discipline is to correct areas where we have departed 
Keep us walking in the Truth 

2.3. Pleasing Worship 
God is not pleased with worship from tainted believers 

1 Corinthians 11:17-22 But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, 
because you come together not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in 
the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions 
exist among you; and in part I believe it. 19 For there must also be 
factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident 
among you. 20 Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the 
Lord’s Supper, 21 for in your eating each one takes his own supper first; 
and one is hungry and another is drunk. 22 What! Do you not have 
houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you despise the church of God 
and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I 
praise you? In this I will not praise you. 

They were not celebrating the Lord’s Supper 
The meal proclaims unity but they were divided 
It was empty - doing more harm than good 
God looks at the heart 
Discipline aims to correct problems that defile worship 
Make it pleasing again to God. 

2.4. Clarity and power of Testimony 
Israel defeated at Ai because Achan sinned in Israel 
No power to fight the Lord’s battles until he was disciplined 
Sin in the church makes the church like the world 
Lessens likeness to the Universal Church 
Destroys the credibility of her Gospel witness 

2.5. Protection of saints from harm 
1 Corinthians 11:29-30 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks 
judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. 30 For this 
reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.  

We need to take this seriously 
Discipline at the right time can save us from real grief  

3. What sins call for discipline? 

3.1. Offences against Love 
When there is hatred in the church 
Bitterness and animonsity 
Must act to restore harmony and peace 
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3.2. Offences against Truth 
Church is set for defence of the Truth 
Must correct those in error 
Uphold sound doctrine 

3.3. Offences against Unity 
We have seen that we are one church 
Those who seek to divide – schismatics 
Must be disciplined for sake of the body 

3.4. Offences against Law 
Scandal in the church defames God’s name 
Must act to restore His honor 
God does not accept immorality in the church 
Neither should we 

Revelation 2:18-29 And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The 
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like 
burnished bronze, says this: 19 I know your deeds, and your love and faith 
and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater 
than at first. 20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads 
My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and 
eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, and she does 
not want to repent of her immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw her on a bed 
of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
unless they repent of her deeds. 23 And I will kill her children with 
pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the 
minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your 
deeds. 24 But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold 
this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call 
them—I place no other burden on you. 25 Nevertheless what you have, 
hold fast until I come. 26 He who overcomes, and he who keeps My 
deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 27 and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to 
pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give 
him the morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’ 

4. How does discipline operate? 
What do you think of when church discipline is mentioned? 
Discipline actually operates at many levels 
 
Most of these are private and need to remain so 
The aim is repentance, reconciliation, peace. 

4.1. Self Discipline 
Self-control is a fruit of the Spirit 
Through our reading of the Word and Prayer 
Through hearing the Word preached 
Through the operation of a soft conscience 
Conviction of sin, repentance, growth/restoration 
There is to be self discipline – Ps 42 is an example 

4.2. Mutual Discipline 
“Admonish one another”  Beam and speck parable 
Deal with our own sins but then lovingly with others 
As members we are to exercise this role 
To watch out for one another and to warn 
Doing so only out of love for the individual 

4.3. Formal Church Discipline 
Matt 18:15-17 gives a pattern 

Matthew 18:15-17 If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in 
private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.  16 But if he does 
not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed.  17 If he refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

Begins privately – using means stated above - admonition 
Only gradually escalated as each attempt fails 
Done with love, prayer, heartsearching 
Finally, though, church must be involved 
Becomes far more public 
Last resort – all other ways to reclaim offender failed 
If this means also fails, offender removed from the church 
Barred from the privileges of a member 
Treated as an unbeliever 
How is it done? 

4.3.1. OT Pattern 
Numbers 15:32-36 Now while the sons of Israel were in the wilderness, 
they found a man gathering wood on the sabbath day.  33 Those who 
found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and to all the 
congregation; 34 and they put him in custody because it had not been 
declared what should be done to him. 35 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
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“The man shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him 
with stones outside the camp.” 36 So all the congregation brought him 
outside the camp and stoned him to death with stones, just as the Lord 
had commanded Moses. 

Seems that sentence of God pronounced by Moses 
Then all the people executed the judgment 

4.3.2. NT example 
1 Corinthians 5:1-13 It is actually reported that there is immorality among 
you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the 
Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 2 You have become arrogant 
and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed 
would be removed from your midst. 3 For I, on my part, though absent in 
body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed 
this, as though I were present. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you 
are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 
I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his 
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 Your 
boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump of dough? 7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a 
new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover 
also has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with 
old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote you in my letter not to 
associate with immoral people; 10 I did not at all mean with the immoral 
people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, 
for then you would have to go out of the world. 11 But actually, I wrote to 
you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, 
or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not 
even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging 
outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?  13 But 
those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from among 
yourselves. 
2 Corinthians 2:4-8 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote 
to you with many tears; not so that you would be made sorrowful, but that 
you might know the love which I have especially for you.  5 But if any has 
caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some degree—in 
order not to say too much—to all of you.  6 Sufficient for such a one is this 
punishment which was inflicted by the majority, 7 so that on the contrary 
you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one might be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm 
your love for him. 

The pattern is much the same –  
Sentence passed by those in authority  
The elders have the keys to bind and release 
But executed by the church as a whole 
Why is this important? 
Offender must be made to feel gravity of offence 
That the entire congregation will not accept this sin 

And congregation affirms what is right – 
Encouraged to live rightly themselves. 
How would this work out in a congregation? 
How to treat someone as an unbeliever? 
No association – as in Corinthians passage 

5. Conclusions 
There are many other reasons why we should discipline 
What will a church be like where this is missing? 
 
Come to the end of the series on the church 
Praise God for such a wonderful creation 
Seek to be worthy of such an honor and privilege 


