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 Reference: VARIOUS 

 
 Church: GRACE Date: 9/5/99 

The Universal Church 
 
Purpose: To define and describe the Universal Church and to show its glory. 
 

1. Introduction 
Beginning a new series on the church 
A glorious subject, as we shall see 
Should excite us 
Big problem today – low view of the church 
Many view it as unimportant – even irrelevant 
Just convenient way to meet like-minded people 
Membership as an option – wary of lists & formality 
Aim to address this in the series 
God has a very high view – so should we 
Also will see the privilege of being a member 
And the responsibility that goes with it 
Begin with word church and one sense in which it is used 

2. The Word, “church” 
What does it mean? 
Simply “assembly” – a congregation 
From the Greek, ekklesia – e = “out” and calein = “called” 
A group called together by God 
Used in a variety of ways: 

2.1. The Christians meeting in a house 
Colossians 4:15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea and also Nympha 
and the church that is in her house. 

2.2. The Christians in a city 
Acts 11:22 The news about them reached the ears of the church at 
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch. 

Several thousand 

2.3. The Christians in the earth 
1 Corinthians 12:28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, 
helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 

2.4. All Christians throughout all time 
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her, 

Known as the Invisible Church or Universal Church 
Subject of our study today. 
Will also guide our thinking on visible church 

3. The Nature of the Invisible Church 

3.1. All true believers in all ages 
Westminster Confession XXV:1 The catholic or universal Church, which is 
invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect, that have been, are, or 
shall be gathered into one, under Christ the Head thereof; and is the 
spouse, the body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all 
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her, 

3.2. The elect as it members 
Ephesians 1:3-6 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined 
us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 
kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

3.3. Why Invisible? 
It is never seen in its fullness here on earth – all ages 
Even what is seen is never without flaw 
Tares among the wheat 

3.4. Christ as its Head 
Ephesians 1:22-23 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and 
gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the 
fullness of Him who fills all in all. 
Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is 
the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 
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3.5. The Bride of Christ 
Ephesians 5:25-32 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved 
the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He 
might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 28 
So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He 
who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 
30 because we are members of His body. 31 For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with 
reference to Christ and the church. 
Revelation 19:7-8 Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for 
the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself 
ready.” 8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and 
clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 
Revelation 21:9-10 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven 
bowls full of the seven last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, 
“Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And 
he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and 
showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, 

Also in the OT 
Isaiah 54:4-8 “Fear not, for you will not be put to shame; And do not feel 
humiliated, for you will not be disgraced; But you will forget the shame of 
your youth, And the reproach of your widowhood you will remember no 
more. 5 “For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is the Lord of 
hosts; And your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, Who is called the 
God of all the earth. 6 “For the Lord has called you, Like a wife forsaken 
and grieved in spirit, Even like a wife of one’s youth when she is rejected,” 
Says your God. 7 “For a brief moment I forsook you, But with great 
compassion I will gather you. 8 “In an outburst of anger I hid My face from 
you for a moment, But with everlasting lovingkindness I will have 
compassion on you,” Says the Lord your Redeemer.  
Isaiah 62:4-5 It will no longer be said to you, “Forsaken,” Nor to your land 
will it any longer be said, “Desolate”; But you will be called, “My delight is 
in her,” And your land, “Married”; For the Lord delights in you, And to Him 
your land will be married. 5 For as a young man marries a virgin, So your 
sons will marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So 
your God will rejoice over you.  
Hosea 2:19-20 “I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to 
Me in righteousness and in justice, In lovingkindness and in compassion, 
20 And I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness. Then you will know the 
Lord.  

Also – Psalm 45, Song of Solomon 
What should this mean for us? 

3.6. The Body of Christ 
Romans 12:4-5 For just as we have many members in one body and all 
the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 For even as the body is one and yet has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are 
one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit. 
Ephesians 4:11-12 And He gave some as apostles, and some as 
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up 
of the body of Christ; 

See earlier in Colossians 1:18 and Ephesians 1:22 
What does this mean for us now? Union, control 
What does it mean for later? Closer union! 

3.7. The fullness of Christ 
Ephesians 1:22-23 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and 
gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the 
fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

Union so close that somehow Christ incomplete without her! 

4. The Glory of the Invisible Church 
What we have already seen is glorious but note: 

4.1. The cost of her ransom 
1 Peter 1:18-19 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable 
things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers,19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ. 

4.2. Her inheritance 
1 Corinthians 3:21-23 So then let no one boast in men. For all things 
belong to you,  22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life 
or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, 23 
and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God. 

4.3. Her place in God’s purposes 
Ephesians 2:4-7 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and 
raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing 
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

4.4. The glory of her Head 
Colossians 1:15-19 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation.16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
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authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.17 He 
is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.18 He is also head 
of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.19 For 
it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 

4.5. Her holiness 
Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved 
the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He 
might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 

Christ died to make her holy! 

4.6. The ministry of the Spirit in her 
Ephesians 1:13-14 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed 
in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,14 who is given as a pledge of our 
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the 
praise of His glory. 

He is our mark of ownership 

4.7. Her nearness and access to God 
Hebrews 10:19-22 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter 
the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  20 by a new and living way which 
He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since we 
have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a 
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

4.8. Her knowledge of spiritual things 
1 Corinthians 2:16 For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he will 
instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ. 

4.9. Any others? 
Christ always praying 
Spirit helping 
Angels sent to minister 

5. Conclusions 
Much more could be said 
Realize, though, that this is true of you (if a believer)! 
You are a part of this glorious church 
Always referred to in majestic, beautiful language in Bible 

Bride dressed in gold, city decked in jewels 
Intimate, loving relationship with Christ 
Longing to be fully and finally joined with Him 


