
 

“Painting Sin with Virtues Colors” 
(2 Corinthians 2:11) 

(Taken Primarily from Thomas Brook’s Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices) 
 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week we saw Paul admonishing the church of Corinth to receive, forgive and 
comfort the brother who had been excommunicated from the church for his sin, because he had 
shown that he was truly repentant.  He did so in order that the Corinthians would not be taken 
advantage of by Satan, for Satan would love to overthrow them and the man who repented, if he 
could.  Satan is crafty and subtle.  And he desires to destroy as many men as he can and drag 
them down into hell to endure the torments that he and his fallen angels now suffer.  And if he 
cannot destroy them, if they are protected by the grace of God for a salvation ready to be 
revealed, he will at least do everything he can to make their lives as miserable and ineffective as 
possible.   
 One of the ways Satan does this is to try and draw the soul to sin.  He has many devices 
by which to do this.  Last week, we considered the fact that he makes sin to be as palatable as 
possible, like a lure of gold, but he hides the hook which he is seeking to set in your jaw.  Once 
he has the hook set, he can turn you however he wants until you can get off the line.  We saw 
that in order to resist this snare of the devil, we must keep away from his bait and avoid it like 
the most infectious plague; we must consider that though it may taste sweet in our mouths going 
down, that it will create the most severe bitterness in our bellies; we must think about the joy and 
peace and divine influences of the Spirit that we will lose, if we bite; and we must consider the 
dangerous state that it will bring our senses into by dulling our ability to discern between what is 
good and what is evil.   
 Tonight we will look at another of Satan’s devices by which he seeks to tempt us to sin 
and the remedies by which we might escape them.   
 

B.  The Second Device the Devil Has to Draw Us into Sin Is, “By Painting Sin with Virtue’s 
Colors.”   
1.  Satan knows that if he presents sin to you in its own nature and clothing, the gracious 

soul, and even the soul without grace, will see its virulent nature and will run from it.   
a.  Therefore he presents it to us, not in its own colors, but painted over with the colors 

of virtue.  He disguises it that he might more easily overcome us, and that we might 
take more pleasure in committing it.   

b.  Brooks writes, “Pride, he presents to the soul under the name and notion of neatness 
and cleanliness, and covetousness (which the apostle condemns for idolatry) to be 
but good husbandry [thriftiness]; and drunkenness to be good fellowship, and 
riotousness under the name and notion of liberality, and wantonness as a trick of 
youth” (34).   

c.  How often have we tricked ourselves into thinking that our sins, are really virtuous?  
Or how often are our so-called virtuous acts really sinful acts?  How often are we 
guilty of pulling the truth of God down, and setting aside the piercing light of God’s 
word because it shines too strongly on us?  How easily do we set aside our duty to 
God, because it gets in the way of what we want to do?   

d.  Satan would paint over these sins with the labels of moderation, or freedom in 
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Christ, or good time management.  He would convince us that we don’t have time 
for God’s work and God wouldn’t expect it of us, for there are other things that He 
has also commanded that are more important.   

e.  Satan would have us set aside the commandments of God with a colorful tapestry of 
justification.  Christ has fulfilled the Law.  The Christian need not be too concerned 
about it.  If you strive too hard to serve Him, that is the same as trying to be justified 
by Law.  That is legalism.   

f.  Oh the devil is very subtle, and he has a thousand ways of making your sin look very 
good.  Jesus said that there was a time coming when those who killed believers 
would think that they were offering service to God (John 16:2).   

g.  Satan will do everything he can to shove the truth of God into the corner, so that he 
can deceive us into thinking our acts of the flesh, the acts of our own wills, are really 
acts of true piety.   

h.  The Lord would have us rise up and put our corruption to death, but we, with help 
from the devil, try and conceal it from ourselves, and from God, by placing another 
label on it.   

e.  We must not forget that God sees what we do as it really is.  His Word is able to 
tear off the covering we make for our sins.  We must not resist Him but let the light 
of God shine in our souls to expose it for what it really is.   

f.  Pray that God’s word would continue to go forward in power and in truth in your 
life, and do not give the devil an occasion to put out the light of His word.   

 
2.  For remedies for this device of the enemy of your souls, consider the following:   

a.  Sin is never in the least less filthy, vile and abominable in the sight of God, by its 
being painted over with virtue’s color.   
(i)  A poisonous pill does not become less poisonous when it is put into a bottle of 

good ones.   
(ii)  Nor does a wolf become less of a wolf when it is wearing sheep’s clothing.   
(iii)  Nor is the devil less evil when he appears as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14).   
(iv)  So neither is sin any less filthy and detestable because it has been whitewashed 

with the whitewash of virtue.   
 

b.  Secondly, consider that the more sin is painted with the color of virtue, the more 
dangerous it becomes to your souls.   
(i)  There are very many professing Christians today who have turned off of the path 

of holiness, from that path where they had sweet communion with God, into the 
ways of worldliness and vice, by Satan’s very carefully suggesting to them that 
they might just as easily walk in the paths of the world as of God, for he makes 
them to appear just as virtuous.   

(ii)  John Bunyon portrayed this same truth in his Pilgrim’s Progress, at a place 
called By-Paths Meadow.  He writes, “Now, I beheld in my dream, that they had 
not journeyed far, but the river and the way for a time parted [the river of the 
water of life]; at which they were not a little sorry; yet they durst not go out of the 
way.  Now the way from the river was rough, and their feet tender, by reason of 
their travels; so the souls of the pilgrims were much discouraged because of the 
way.  Numbers 21:4.  Wherefore, still as they went on, they wished for [a] better 
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way.  Now, a little before them, there was on the left hand of the road a meadow, 
and a stile to go over into it; and that meadow is called By-path Meadow.  Then 
said Christian to his fellow, “If this meadow lieth along by our wayside, let’s go 
over into it.”  Then he went to the stile to see, and behold, a path lay along by the 
way, on the other side of the fence. “It is according to my wish,” said Christian; 
“here is the easiest going; come, good Hopeful, and let us go over.”   

 
 HOPE. But how if this path should lead us out of the way?   
 
 “That is not likely,” said Christian. “Look, doth it not go along by the wayside?”  

So Hopeful, being persuaded by his fellow, went after him over the stile.  When 
they were gone over, and were got into the path, they found it very easy for their 
feet; and withal, they, looking before them, espied a man walking as they did, 
(and his name was Vain-confidence;) so they called after him, and asked him 
whither that way led.  He said, “To the celestial gate.”  “Look,” said Christian, 
“did not I tell you so?  By this you may see we are right.”  So they followed, and 
he went before them.  But, behold, the night came on, and it grew very dark; so 
that they that were behind lost the sight of him that went before.   

 
 He, therefore, that went before, (Vain-confidence by name,) not seeing the way 

before him, fell into a deep pit, which was on purpose there made, by the prince 
of those grounds, to catch vain-glorious fools withal, and was dashed in pieces 
with his fall.  Isaiah 9:16.   

 
 Now Christian and his fellow heard him fall.  So they called to know the matter, 

but there was none to answer, only they heard a groaning.  Then said Hopeful, 
“Where are we now?”  Then was his fellow silent, as mistrusting that he had led 
him out of the way; and now it began to rain, and thunder, and lighten in a very 
dreadful manner; and the water rose amain. 

 
 Then Hopeful groaned in himself, saying, Oh, that I had kept on my way!   
 
 Who could have thought that this path should have led us out of the way?     
 
 HOPE. I was afraid on’t at the very first, and therefore gave you that gentle 

caution.  I would have spoken plainer, but that you are older than I.   
 
 CHR. Good brother, be not offended; I am sorry I have brought thee out of the 

way, and that I have put thee into such imminent danger; pray, my brother, 
forgive me; I did not do it of an evil intent.   

 
 HOPE. Be comforted, my brother, for I forgive thee; and believe, too, that this 

shall be for our good (214-215 [Sage]).   
 
(iii)  Christian and Hopeful soon ended up in Doubting Castle and the Dungeon of 

Despair under the Tyranny of Giant Despair because they didn’t keep their feet to 
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the path of their Lord.  Sometimes we find the path of the Lord too difficult, and 
we long to walk on an easier path.  Sometimes we may lead those who respect us 
off of the right path with us.  And we justify it by having virtuous reasons for 
doing so.  But beware, the paths of the Lord are not always easy, but they are 
always straight and good!  You must keep your feet on them if you ever expect to 
arrive in heaven.   

(iv)  Brooks writes, “The most dangerous vermin is too often to be found under the 
fairest and sweetest flowers, the fairest glove is often drawn upon the foulest 
hand, and the richest robes are often put upon the filthiest bodies.  So are the 
fairest and sweetest names upon the greatest and the most horrible vices and 
errors that be in the world.  Ah! that we had not too many sad proofs of this 
amongst us!” (35).   

(v)  Consider how dangerous it is to have sin colored with the guise of virtue.   
 

c.  The third remedy is “to look on sin with that eye [with] which within a few hours 
we shall see it” (35).   
(i)  That is, look upon it with the eye that will see it when it will matter the most.   
(ii)  Again, Brooks writes, “Ah, souls! when you shall lie upon a dying bed, and 

stand before a judgment-seat, sin shall be unmasked, and its dress and robes shall 
then be taken off, and then it shall appear more vile, filthy, and terrible than hell 
itself; then, that which formerly appeared most sweet will appear most bitter, and 
that which appeared most beautiful will appear most ugly, and that which 
appeared most delightful will then appear most dreadful to the soul.  Ah, the 
shame, the pain, the gall, the bitterness, the horror, the hell that the sight of sin, 
when its dress is taken off, will raise in poor souls!  Sin will surely prove evil and 
bitter to the soul when its robes are taken off.  A man may have the [kidney] 
stone who [does not feel it within].  Conscience will work at last, though for the 
present one may feel no fit of accusation.  Laban showed himself at parting.  Sin 
will be bitterness in the latter end, when it shall appear to the soul in its own filthy 
nature” (35-36).   

(iii)  We might be deceiving ourselves into thinking that our sins are virtues, or that 
our sins are really not that bad or odious in the sight of God.  But you and I both 
know that on that day when we stand before God and His holy gaze is set upon us, 
that even the least little sin that we had committed will cause us the greatest 
shame, how much more the great sins!   

(iv)  Satan also has the ability to show us the ugliness of our sins, but he won’t until 
we have committed them.  Brooks writes, “The devil deals with men as the 
panther doth with beasts; he hides his deformed head till his scent hath drawn 
them into his danger.  Till we have sinned, Satan is a parasite; when we have 
sinned, he is a tyrant” (36).   

(v)  Satan does everything he can to try and tempt you to sin.  And after you have 
fallen to that sin, he does everything he can to condemn you with it.   

(vi)  A good remedy for this trap of the devil is to view sin in that light now, so that 
it will keep you from falling into his trap.  We must learn, as Jude writes, to hate 
“even the garment which is polluted by the flesh” (1:23).   

(vii)  Brooks continues, “O souls! the day is at hand when the devil will pull off the 
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paint and the garnish that he hath put upon sin, and present that monster, sin, in 
such a monstrous shape to your souls, that will cause your thoughts to be troubled 
, your countenance to be changed, the joints of your loins to be loosed, and your 
knees to be dashed one against the other, and your hearts to be so terrified, that 
you will be ready, with Ahithophel and Judas, to strangle and hang your bodies on 
earth, and your souls in hell, if the Lord hath not more mercy on you than he had 
on them.  Oh! therefore, look upon your sin now as you must look upon it to all 
eternity, and as God, conscience, and Satan will present it to you another day!” 
(36).   

 
d.  For the last remedy, seriously consider, “that even those very sins that Satan paints, 

and puts new names and colours upon, cost the best blood, the noblest blood, the 
life-blood, the heart blood of the Lord Jesus” (36).  [Luther once wrote, that one 
little drop of Christ’s blood was worth more than heaven and earth].   
(i)  Again, I can find no better words than those of Brooks to describe the value and 

worthiness of Christ and of His sacrifice.  “That Christ should come from the 
eternal bosom of his Father to a region of sorrow and death; that God should be 
manifested in the flesh, the Creator made a creature; that he that was clothed with 
glory should be wrapped with rags of flesh; he that filled heaven and earth with 
his glory should be cradled in a manger; that the power of God should fly from 
weak man, the God of Israel into Egypt; that the God of the law should be subject 
to the law, the God of the circumcision circumcised, the God that made the 
heavens working at Joseph’s home trade; that he that binds the devils in chains 
should be tempted; that he, whose is the world, and the fullness therefore, should 
hunger and thirst; that the God of strength should be weary, the Judge of all flesh 
condemned, the God of life put to death; that he that is one with his Father should 
cry out of misery, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ (Matt. 27:46); 
that he that had the keys of hell and death at his girdle should lie imprisoned in 
the sepulchre of another, having in his lifetime nowhere to lay his head, nor after 
death to lay his body; that that head, before which the angels do cast down their 
crowns, should be crowned with thorns, and those eyes, purer than the sun, put 
out by the darkness of death; those ears, which hear nothing but hallelujahs of 
saints and angels, to hear the blasphemes of the multitude; that face, that was 
fairer than the sons of men, to be spit upon by those beastly wretched Jews; that 
mouth and tongue, that spake as never man spake, accused for blasphemy; those 
hands, that freely swayed [sway] the scepter of heaven, nailed to the cross; those 
feet, ‘like unto fine brass,’ nailed to the cross for man’s sins; each sense annoyed:  
his feeling or touching, with a spear and nails; his smell, with stinking flavour, 
being crucified about Golgotha, the place of skulls; his taste, with vinegar and 
gall; his hearing, with reproaches, and sight of his mother and disciples 
bemoaning him; his soul, confortless and forsaken; and all this for those very sins 
that Satan paints and puts fine colours upon!  Oh! how should the consideration 
of this stir up the soul against it, and work the soul to fly from it, and to use all 
holy means whereby sin may be subdued and destroyed!” (36-37).   

(ii)  One of the Rabbis, when he read about the bitter torments that the Messiah 
should suffer, cried out, “Let the Messiah come, but let me not see him!” (37n17).   
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(iii)  Dionysius was said to be in Egypt at the time of Christ’s suffering, and seeing 
an eclipse of the sun, and knowing that it was contrary to nature, cried out, “Either 
the God of nature suffers, or the frame of the world will be dissolved” (37n17).   

(iv)  After Julius Caesar was murdered, Antonius brought out his coat that was all 
bloody and cut, and laid it before the people, saying, “Look, here you have the 
emperor’s coat thus bloody and torn.”  The people cried out to slay those 
murderers, and they took their tables and stools that were there and ran to the 
houses of those who had killed Caesar, and burned them (37).   

(v)  When we consider that it was sin that was the cause of Christ’s being killed for 
us, how should it compel us as well to seek revenge on that sin.   

(vi)  You should never let the thought of your crucified Lord leave your mind.  
Bonaventura, a thirteenth century theologian, once said, “(O my God!) as long as 
I see thy wounds, I will never live without wounds” (38n19).   

(vii)  Will the thought of what Christ had to suffer for sin strip the venire of virtue 
off of your sins?  Brooks concludes, “It was good counsel one gave, ‘Never let 
go out of your minds the thoughts of a crucified Christ.  Let these be meat and 
drink unto you; let them be your sweetness and consolation, your honey and your 
desire, your reading and your meditation, your life, death and resurrection” (38).  
Amen.   


