
”Our Rule of Faith and Life” 
( 2  Timothy 3:16-17) 

Introduction: In the last message we saw the reason why God created 
man, namely, that he might glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 
Remember, God did not need to create man, there was nothing that man 
might add to the glory of God, nor to His blessedness, because He is 
perfect. But He did so in order that He might share with His 
creatures the superabundance of His blessedness. Once man enters a 
relationship with God by His grace and mercy, God becomes his CHIEF 
DELIGHT, THE SOLE OBJECT OF HIS DESIRE, AND PLEASING HIM AND GIVING 
HIM GLORY AND HONOR IS THE GREATEST THING THAT MAN COULD POSSIBLY 
IMAGINE. 

But how is man to give glory to God and to enjoy Him forever? 
What are the guidelines? Is man left to his own imagination to 
determine what will please God? No. God has given him all the 
direction he needs in His most holy Word. Simply stated, man gives 
glory to God by believing what He has revealed about Himself, His 
plan and His works, and by living the way that He commands him to 
live. OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS NOT UNQUALIFIED. That is, He 
does not leave it up to His creatures to believe and live any way 
that they please. We may not entertain any notion of God that we 
wish. We may not live any way that we please simply because it 
makes sense to us. WE ARE COMMANDED TO BELIEVE THE TRUTH AND TO 
LIVE IN ACCORD WITH IT. And what the Spirit of God is saying to you 
this evening is, 

Christian, God has communicated to you His most holy will in 
order that you might have a CORRECT BELIEF concerning Him and an 
ACCURATE UNnERSTANnING of how you are to live for His glory. 

I. ALL SCRIPTURE IS THE VERY WORD OF THE ALMIGHTY an. 
A. It Is Not the Product of Man’s Will. 

1. All religious books in the world, besides the Bible, are 
the product of MAN’S religious experiences. 
a. There are many religions in the world, each with its 

own holy writings. 
(il Mohammed began the Islamic religion and wrote 

their holy book, the Koran. 
Joseph Smith began the Mormon religion and 
wrote (or translated] their holy writings, the 
Book of Mormon, Doctrines and Covenants, and 
Pearl of Great Price. 
And Charles Taze Russell began the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and translated their authoritative 
version of God’s Word, the New World 
Translation. 

(iil 

(iiil 

b. But there is only one true religion, based upon one 
true revelation. 
(il As Christians, we believe that God has spoken 

to us through His prophets and apostles. 
(iil There is only one authoritative canon of 

Scripture. 
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(iiil There is only one true revelation of God’s 
will. 

c. All others are the result of the deceiver working to 

What better way to confuse men into believing a 
lie than to create counterfeit religions. 
Most religions have enough truth mixed into 
them to make them believable, but vary at every 
crucial point so as to damn those who believe 
them. 
If you’ve witnessed to others you’ve probably 
heard the reply, ”But there are so many 
religions! Do you expect me to believe that 
yours is the only correct one?” 

excuse for rejecting the gospel, but they have 
been deceived by the deceiver, and will perish 
in their sins for their unbelief. 

delude men into false security. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl And so they believe that they have a good 

2. But the Word of the living God, on the other hand, was 
not written by man’s initiative. 
a. The prophets did not decide to create a holy book 

with lofty ideas. 
(il False prophets spoke according to their own 

initiative, and God often brought terrible 
judgments upon them for their sins. 

proclaimed only what the Lord declared. 
They also wrote only what was sanctioned by 
Him. 

(iil But the true prophets were God’s spokesmen and 

(iiil 

b. Men were involved in the process of its inspiration, 
but it is not merely the product of their own 
thoughts. 
(il God gave His Word through the instrumentality 

of men, but it was not of their own devising. 
(iil ”BUT KNOW THIS FIRST OF ALL, THAT NO PROPHECY 

OF SCRIPTURE IS A MATTER OF ONE’S OWN 
INTERPRETATION, FOR NO PROPHECY WAS EVER MADE 
BY AN ACT OF W A N  WILL, BUT MEN MOVED BY THE 
HOLY SPIRIT SPOKE FROM GOD” ( 2  Peter 1: 20-21 1 .  

B. Rather, It Is the Very Word of God Communicated to His 
People. 
I. It is God-breathed. 

a. The word means that it is literally the 

b. God used human agents in the process of revelation. 
out-breathing of God; it is God speaking. 

(il They were writing instruments in His hands. 
(iil He used them to pen the words that are recorded 

for us. 

c. But the end product is that the Scriptures are the 
voice of God. 
(il ALL SCRIPTURE is BREATHED-OUT by God. 
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(iil EVERY PART of Scripture is inspired. 
(iiil Every book, every chapter, every verse, every 

word is breathed-forth by the Spirit. 

2. THEREFORE IT HAS AS MUCH AUTHORITY AS IF Gon WERE TO 
COME mn SPEAU TO YOU PERSONALLY. 
a. Yes, the Scriptures were written by the prophets, 

b. But by God’s superintendence, it is exactly what He 
apost 1 es and close associates. 

intended to communicate to you His people. 
(il God providentially ordered the lives of His 

writers in order that they would write 
precisely what He wanted. 

which they were born. 

education, their personality. 

which they would write. 

Lord chose to reveal to us. 

PERFECT REVELATION OF HIS WILL. 

(iil He governed the time, family, and culture into 

(iiil He determined their life experiences, their 

(ivl He also brought about the exact situations into 

(vl The result is that we have everything that the 

(vil And because it is so ordered by God, it is the 

c. It therefore suffers no loss of authority. 
(il Everything contained in the Scriptures is of 

(iil The dictated parts are no more inspired than 
equal authority. 

the non-dictated ones. 
The red-letters have no more authority than the 
black letters of your Bible. 

(iiil 

(ivl It is all the Word of God. 

d. And even when it is preached, if it reflects the 
Word of God accurately, it suffers no loss of 
authority. 
(il When the Bible is read, it is God preaching to 

(iil It is the manner in which He speaks in this age. 
(iiil AND WHEN WHAT IS PREACHED AGREES WITH THE TRUTH 

OF SCRIPTURE, IT COMES WITH ALL OF GOD’S 
AUTHORITY AND HAD BETTER BE HEEDED. 
The Word of God comes to you with the same 
authority as if God were to walk into this room 
and speak to you in person. 

you. 

(ivl 

(vl It is His very Word. 

11. Because It Is the Word of the Living God, It Is Able to Reveal 
to You all that You Need Know to Glorify God and Enjoy Him Forever. 

A .  It is Adequate to Give You the Knowledge of Who He is and 
What He Requires. 
1.  It is profitable for teaching you all you need to know. 

a. It gives to you the knowledge of God and His will 
for your lives. 
(il It tells us of the infinitely glorious and 

majestic Being who has been from all eternity. 
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(iil Of His powerful creative act of bringing all 
things into being when once only He existed. 
Of His crowning act of creation in making man 
in His image, endowing him with intellect and 
holiness, and making him the steward of His 
creation. 

(ivl Of the fall of this man and woman into sin, and 
the plight of all men descending from this 
original couple. 

(vl Of God’s will for His creatures to live in 
accord with the most holy character of their 
Creator, but of their inability to do so. 

(vil Of God’s grace in sending His only begotten Son 
into the world to redeem His chosen ones. 
Of God’s perfect law that we might know how to 
live. 
And of God’s plan for the future of His 
creation in a new heavens and a new earth. 

(iiil 

(viil 

(viiil 

b. All other philosophies and religions may speculate 
concerning the God who is revealed in nature and of 
His will for their lives, but God has given you His 
definitive answers in Scripture. 

2. It is useful to reprove you when you deviate from the 
truth. 
a. It is able to point out the sin in your life when 

you go astray in either doctrine or practice. 
(il Whatever you embrace as truth that which is 

contrary to truth of Scripture will have some 
adverse affect on your life. 

will automatically affect the other. 
(iil The two are so intertwined that an error in one 

b. When you stray from the truth, the Bible is the only 
reliable guide to show you where you have stepped 
off of the straight and narrow path. 

3.  It is useful to correct your sinful behavior. 
a. It is useful for improving your belief and practice. 

(il All of you have held spurious beliefs at one 
time or another. 

(iil All of you have done things based on these 
false beliefs which are an affront to God. 

(iiil But the more the Scriptures are studied and 
APPLIED to your life, the more your life will 
conform to that of Christ. 

b. The Scripture not only points out your sin, but tells 
you how to overcome it. 
(il Like a ship that needs the map and compass to 

find its way, God has given you the Scriptures 
to guide you. 

into some false notions of what God’s will is, 
or have simply sinfully rebelled against His 

(iil When you lose your way, because you have fallen 
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Word, the light which the Scriptures impart 
will always being you back onto the narrow path 
of righteousness. 

4. And it is useful to instruct you in righteousness. 
a. It is useful for training in righteousness. 

(il If you are to prosper in anything that you do 
you must have some kind of training. 

better you will be able to do in all of your 
endeavors. 

(iil The more you are prepared and equipped, the 

b. The word refers to the upbringing, training or 
instruction of children. It is accomplished 
primarily through discipline. 
(il Discipline is the act of training ourselves or 

others to behave and think a certain way. 
(iil Soldiers inducted into the military go through 

rigorous discipline, both positive and 
negative, in order to equip them to function 
well in combat situations. 
You are commanded by God to discipline your 
children, to disciple them in the ways of the 
Lord. 
(a) When they behave in a way which is 

(iiil 

unacceptable, you are required to correct 
them. 

(bl It is not the infliction of punishment for 
a crime, but a training of them through 
the God-ordained means of the rod, to turn 
from the wrong behavior and to do what is 
right. 

(cl There is a constant discipline that needs 
to applied to children in order to guide 
them away from evil and encourage them to 
do what is right. 

(ivl In the same way, the Word is the means God uses 
to train you. 
(a1 The minister is to expound the Word and 

apply it to your life for your 
instruction, reproof, correction, and 
discipleship. 
But you are also to apply it to your own 
life in order to equip yourself for your 
spiritual pilgrimage on this earth. 

(bl 

B. In This Way You Will Be Equipped for Every Good Work. 
1. He gave it to you for the purpose of rendering you 

capable of doing what He calls you to do. 
a. It is all that you need to k n o w  in order to perform 

anything He calls you to for His glory. 
(il The Bible tells you all that need to know to be 

an auto-mechanic to the glory of God. 

businessman, or any lawful profession. 
(iil Or a medical doctor, brick-layer, lawyer, 
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(iiil It doesn’t give you the technical knowledge you 
need, but it gives you the ethical principles 
to glorify God. 

b. And not only this, but it has the ability to make 
you proficient, so that you will be able to meet all 
of the demands that God would place upon you. 

2. But you must first be trained by it before you will be 
competent. 
a. Merely having the Word does not make you adequate. 

(il Knowledge is the first step. 
(iil You must know the will of God before you can do 

it. 

not equip you to serve Him. 
(iiil But the mere acquisition of its truths will 

b. You must listen to its voice, but also submit to it. 
(il God has given the Word to you to be believed 

and to be put into practice. 

curiosities to be memorized and repeated. 
The issue on the day of Judgment will not be 
whether you know the will of God, but whether 
you’ve done it. 

ON THAT DAY AND SAY ”WELL DONE GOOD AND 
FAITHFUL SERVANT, YOU’VE LEARNED ALL THAT YOU 
NEEDED, HERE IS YOUR REWARD: A MASTERS OF 
DIVINITY”, BUT, ”YOU HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL IN A 
FEW THINGS, I WILL MAKE YOU RULER OVER MANY, 
ENTER INTO THE JOY OF YOUR LORD.” 
God has given to you His Word in order that you 
might be TRAINED AND EQUIPPED FOR HIS SERVICE. 
Do not rely on your own systems, do not seek 
to please men, but listen to the voice of God 
in Scripture, and do what He requires of you, 
in order that you might glorify God and in so 
doing, to enjoy Him forever. 

(iil It is not a collection of intellectual 

(iiil 

(ivl GOD IS NOT GOING TO HAND YOU AN ACADEMIC DEGREE 

(vl 

(vil 


