
”Our Greatest Sacrifices Are Nothing Without Love” 
(1 Corinthians 13: 3) 

Introduction: So far in this chapter we have seen that the 
ordinary working of the Spirit of God, who works a supernatural 
love within the heart of man, is the most preeminent feature of 
a true saving faith. The evidence of a true and lively faith is 
the presence of this love which is the fulfillment of the Law of 
God. We have also seen that it is a greater privilege to be a 
recipient of this work of the Holy Spirit than to be endowed with 
the extraordinary gifts of the same Spirit--which are in themselves 
great privileges--but love is still a greater privilege. It is 
the greatest privilege that a man, woman, or child may possess in 
this world, because to have it is to have everlasting life. 

But now Paul goes on to compare love to those outward acts 
which usually win a high opinion for those who perform them. He 
says that a man may portion out all of his belongings to feed 
others, and may even deliver himself over to die for some great 
cause or on behalf of someone else, and yet, if he does not possess 
that love which comes from God, then it profits him nothing, and in 
fact, it ends in increasing his condemnation. And what you need to 
see in this passage this morning is, 

The greatest acts of charity and of personal sacrifice can 
never profit you at all apart from love. 

Purpose: To show the people of God that all outward acts of 
sacrifice will not benefit them at all if it is void of that most 
essential element of love. 

I. It Is Possible For You to Perform Great Acts of Sacrifice Apart 
from the Love of God. 
A. You Can Be a Man of Great Possessions and Give Them All 

Away to Charity and Yet Not Have Love. 
1. Giving your possessions to feed the poor is something 

which God commands. 
a. As a matter of fact, this is one of the greatest 

works which the Bible commands. 
We are to help our brethren when they are in 
need. One of the marks of the true sheep of 
God is that when they see their brethren 
hungering, they feed them, ”FOR I WAS HUNGRY, 
AND YOU GAVE ME SOMETHING TO EAT; I WAS 
THIRSTY, AND YOU GAVE ME DRINK,” and ”TO THE 
EXTENT THAT YOU DID IT TO ONE OF THESE 
BRETHREN OF MINE, EVEN THE LEAST OF THEM, YOU 
DID IT TO ME” [Matt. 25:35, 40). 
John says, ”BUT WHOEVER HAS THE WORLD’S GOODS, 
AND BEHOLDS HIS BROTHER IN NEED AND CLOSES HIS 
HEART AGAINST HIM, HOW DOES THE LOVE OF GOD 
ABIDE IN HIM?” (1 John 3: 17). 
We are even to love our enemies in this way, 
”BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF 
HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK” [Rom. 12:20). 
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( iv) ”SO THEN, WHILE WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY, LET US DO 
GOOD TO ALL MEN, AND ESPECIALLY TO THOSE WHO 
ARE OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH” [Gal. 6: 10).  

b. Because of the situation in the church of that day, 
Christians often were called to part with all they 
had. 
(il Paul says that he suffered the loss of all 

things for Christ. 
(iil The early Christians sold all that they had 

in order to meet the needs of those who had 
come to Jerusalem and were converted. 
This was partly due to the extreme necessities 
of those who were persecuted and in distress. 
And it was partly due to the difficulties that 
attended being a follower of Christ and doing 
the work of the Gospel. 

(iiil 

(iv) 

2. And it is possible for someone to do these great deeds 
and yet not have love. 
a. The Pharisees made great sacrifices without the 

love of Christ in their hearts. 
(il The Pharisees made a great show of religion, 

”TWO MEN WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE TO PRAY, ONE 
A PHARISEE, AND THE OTHER A TAX-GATHERER. THE 
PHARISEE STOOD, AND WAS PRAYING THUS TO 
HIMSELF, ’GOD, I THANK THEE THAT I AM NOT LIKE 
OTHER PEOPLE : SW I NDLERS , UNJUST, ADULTERERS, 
OR EVEN LIKE THIS TAX-GATHERER. I FAST TWICE 
A WEEK; I PAY TITHES OF ALL THAT I GET.”’ And 
of course the tax-gatherer, who humbled 
himself, was justified, not the pharisee [Luke 

(iil Paul, while he was a pharisee, put great trust 
in the flesh, ”IF ANYONE ELSE HAS A MIND TO 
PUT CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH, I FAR MORE: 
CIRCUMCISED THE EIGHTH DAY, OF THE NATION OF 
ISRAEL, OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN, A HEBREW OF 
HEBREWS; AS TO THE LAW, A PHARISEE; AS TO 
ZEAL, A PERSECUTOR OF THE CHURCH; AS TO THE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS IN THE LAW, FOUND 
BLAMELESS” (Phil. 3: 4 ) .  

18: 11-14). 

b. Those seeking a more sure road to heaven entered 
the monasteries in the Middle Ages having given up 
all their possessions, and yet, they did not all 
have love. 

c. Many unbelievers throughout history have gotten a 
good name for themselves by doing great deeds for 
the public good apart from the love of God. 

B. You May Even Give Yourself Up As a Sacrifice to Benefit 
Others and Still Not Have Love. 
1.  Suffering is something which the Bible tells us is 

inevitable if we live a Christian life. ”AND INDEED, 
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ALL WHO DESIRE TO LIVE GODLY IN CHRIST JESUS WILL BE 
PERSECUTED” ( 2  Tim. 3: 12). 

such as being burned alive, are done by those who do 
not have love. 

2. But even the greatest sufferings that could be endured, 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Some in the early church forsook city life to dwell 
in caves in the wilderness. 
Monks entered the monasteries, and put themselves 
through great rigors. 
The crusaders of the Middle Ages thought to earn 
themselves a plenary indulgence through 
participation in a Crusade to deliver the Holy Land 
from the Turks. 
Many of the Islamic religion fought in what they 
called ”the holy war” for a hope of going straight 
to Paradise. 
Many of various false religions died for a false 
faith as martyrs. 
And many have done this without a sincere love for 
the true God in their hearts. But, 

The Greatest Sacrifices that You Can Make Will Never Make Up 
for the Lack of Love in Your Heart. Because, 

A. Works of Charity or Suffering in Themselves Are Not Worth 
Anything in the Sight of God. 
1.  A man may give himself fully to the exercise of 

rel igion. 
a. He may be careful to live his life justly, 

b. He may commit himself to the things of religion and 
devoutly and faithfully. 

spend all of his time in fasting, praying, reading 
the holy books, and meditation. 

c. But without love, they will profit him nothing. 

2. He may even go farther and give all of his wealth to 
the poor and his body to be burned. 
a. If a man were rich and gave away all of his 

possessions to the poor and become a beggar himself. 
b. And if he should go beyond this and endure great 

sufferings, have his body tortured, and then be 
committed to the flames, it means nothing in the 
sight of God without love. 

the heart removed from God means anything in His 
sight. 
(il All the gold and silver in the world might be 

c. Nothing which is performed merely externally with 

given to Him. 
One might offer to Him all the riches to be 
found, without love. 
But God does not need any of these things. 
If He needed any of them, they might be of 
value to Him apart from the motive of the 
heart . 

anything . 
When David collected offerings for the Temple 

(iil 

(iiil 
(ivl 

(vl But God is all sufficient and does not need 

(vil 
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(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(XI 

yet to be built, he exclaimed, ”BUT WHO AM I 
AND WHO ARE MY PEOPLE THAT WE SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO OFFER AS GENEROUSLY AS THIS? FOR ALL 
THINGS COME FROM THEE, AND FROM THY HAND WE 
HAVE GIVEN THEE. . . . 0 LORD OUR GOD, ALL 
THIS ABUNDANCE THAT WE HAVE PROVIDED TO BUILD 
THEE A HOUSE FOR THY HOLY NAME, IT IS FROM THY 
HAND, AND ALL IS THINE” (1 Chr. 29: 14, 16). 
And since there is nothing profitable to God 
in any of our services, there can be nothing 
we can give Him outwardly without sincere love 
that He will accept, for ”THE LORD LOOKS AT 
THE HEART” (1 Sam. 16:7). 
There can be no work of excellence before God 
unless the heart is right with Him. 
And in the same way neither is God profited by 
any suffering we undergo, unless it is for 
some good end. 
It may benefit a neighbor if we suffer for 
them or with them, but God has no such need, 
and they are nothing to Him apart from the 
motive behind it. 

B. In Whatever You May Do, If Your Heart Is Not In It, You 
Have Really Given Nothing to God. 
1.  Every act that we do is not done as a lifeless machine, 

but as a voluntary, moral agent. 
a. When you put money in candy machine, and the gears 

turn and deliver the selection you made, it cannot 
be said to have given you anything. 

programmed to do. 
b. It is a lifeless machine and only doing what it was 

2. But the things that we do are not like the machine. 
Everything we do has an intention or motive behind it. 
a. If God is not our end in the things that we do, 

b. The purpose may be to do it for ourselves, for our 

c. But it is the intention of the heart that makes the 

d. If the aim of our heart is not to serve the Lord 
and please Him, then there is in reality nothing 
given to Him. 

e. And there is nothing else that we could give to Him 
that would make up for the lack of love in our 
hearts. 

then we do not do them unto Him. 

own honor or profit. 

gift . 

c. Remember, Love Is the Sum of All that the Lord Requires of 
us. 
1.  It is that which distinguishes saving faith in the 

Christian life from that which is not saving. 
2. Nothing can make up for that which is the sum of all of 

our duty to God. 
a. It is that which Jesus said is the summation of all 

of the 10 Commandments. 
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b. How can we make up for the lack of that which is 
all which the Lord requires of us? 

c. It would be foolish to suppose that we can make up 
for something that is required of us by doing 
something else that is required of us. 

d. It would be like trying to make up for one debt by 
paying another. 

e. But it is still more absurd to think that we can 
pay the whole debt by withholding everything that 
is required. 

f. God has not required anything done only outwardly 
without the consent of your heart <Isa. 1:10-17>. 

D. It Is Hypocritical to Make a Great Show to God in Our 
Outward Actions If there Is No Sincerity in the Heart. 
1.  To pretend to have love in your heart when you in fact 

do not, is to lie to God. 
2. It is like Israel in the wilderness where it is said, 

”BUT THEY DECEIVED HIM WITH THEIR MOUTH, AND LIED TO 
HIM WITH THEIR TONGUE. FOR THEIR HEART WAS NOT 
STEADFAST TOWARD HIM, NOR WERE THEY FAITHFUL IN HIS 
COVENANT” (Ps. 78: 36-37). 

3. We cannot make up for our lack of love by trying to 
deceive Him with outward deeds. 

E. Whatever You May Do or Suffer, If there Is No Sincerity in 
the Heart, It Is an Offering to Some Idol. 
1.  If your heart is not in your acts of outward charity, 

2. And if you are not offering it to God, then you must 
then you are not offering anything to God. 

be making an offering to something else. 
a. Something is an idol when it usurps God’s rightful 

place of honor. 
b. And it is ridiculous to think that we can make up 

for withholding something from God by offering 
something to an idol. 

c. It is just as absurd to suppose that you can make 
up for the lack of love to your spouse by showering 
your affections upon a stranger. 

III. Uses. 
A. Examine Your Heart and See If You Love the Lord in 

Sincerity. 
1.  Many have done things in the realm of religion and 

under the pretense of serving God, but the great 
question is, has your heart been in it? Has it all 
been done for God’s glory? 
a. If we examine ourselves we will doubtlessly find 

b. But is there any sincerity? 
much hypocrisy. 

(il God hates the things done without sincerity. 
(iil But He delights in the things which are done 

out of a sincere heart to Him. 
Even a cup of cold water given in sincerity is 
worth more to God than the giving of all of 
your goods to feed the poor, or giving your 

(iiil 
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body to be burned. 

giving, if there is some sincere love in it, 
that little will not be rejected because of 
that hypocrisy. 
When they are offered for God’s glory in the 
name of Christ, He makes them acceptable. 

(ivl Even though there is much hypocrisy in our 

(vl 

2. But you may ask, What is it that constitutes sincerity? 

(il When there is a true desire to offer it to the 
a. First, truth. 

Lord, then true love will be felt in the 
heart . 

(iil The psalmist writes, ”BEHOLD, THOU DESIREST 
TRUTH IN THE INNEFMOST BEING” [Ps. 51:6) .  

(iiil Truth is the opposite of hypocrisy, which is 
doing one thing while claiming to do another. 

(ivl Examine yourselves and see if your outward 
actions of respect to God are only outward or 
if they are sincerely felt in your hearts as 
well. 

(vl Because without love, you profit nothing. 

b. Secondl y, freedom. 
(il This is why the obedience of Christians is 

called the obedience of children, because it 
is free and not forced obedience. 

(iil It is performed with love and joy. 

(ivl Christ is followed because He is loved. 
(iiil God is chosen for His own sake alone. 

(vl You learn the doctrines of the Word because 

(vil There is in Christian duty and service great 
you love them. 

joy and the highest happiness. 

faithfulness is yours. 
(viil Examine yourselves and see if this 

c. Thirdly, integrity or wholeness. 
(il That is, God and His service is sought with 

the whole heart. 
(iil Holiness is desired with the whole heart. 

Your whole duty toward God and man is sought 
after and embraced whether it is easy or 
difficult, whether it involves small things or 
great. 

(ivl The whole body and soul are sanctified. 
Every member of your body is yielded in 
subjection to Him. 

and more fruit unto God. 

of commitment is yours. 

(iiil 

(vl 

(vil In all areas of your life you are bearing more 

(viil Examine your lives and see if this wholeness 

d. Lastly, purity. 
(il This is the opposite of impurity or 

sinfulness. 
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(iil Sin is spoken of as defilement, impurity and 
unc 1 eanness . 
Purity is that which is free from these 
things. 
Sin is compared to a rotting corpse which is 
polluted and defiling. 

pure pleasures, even as the saints in heaven 
are without any spot before the throne of God. 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(vl But purity is holiness, holy pleasures are 

(vil Is this purity yours? 
(viil And in this purity, do you love God? 

B. Realize If You Are Unregenerate that All that You Do Will 
Not Make Up for the Lack of Love. 
1.  If there is nothing that you can do to make up for the 

lack of a sincere heart of love within you, then 
realize that you are without hope until you obtain 
God’s grace of the new-birth. 
a. You cannot deliver yourself by any act of charity 

b. You cannot be delivered without the converting 
or by suffering any amount of torment. 

grace of God. 
(il Not all the prayers. 

(iil Not all the outward religious acts, or self 

(iiil Nothing that you could possibly give, even if 
denial. 

you yielded your life up to martyrdom, will 
profit you without the new heart which comes 
from God alone. 

2. If this is your case, consider how miserable you are 
and how it will be to face the King of glory on the day 
of judgment. 
a. On that day you would do anything to not have to 

face the wrath of Christ that will be poured out. 
b. You would give anything, you would suffer anything. 
c. But they could profit you nothing, neither in this 

d. They cannot grant you pardon, they cannot atone for 

e. Put your trust, then, in nothing that you have 

f. Let your heart be filled with a sincere love to 

life nor in that one to come. 

your sins. 

done, but rest on Christ alone. 

Him, and on that great day He will own you as His 
follower and as His friend. 

C. Lastly, This Exhorts all of You to Earnestly Cherish 
Sincere Christian Love in Your Hearts. 
1.  If it is true that this is so absolutely necessary, 

then let it be that which you seek more than anything 
else. 
a. Seek it with diligence and prayer. 
b. Seek it from God and not from yourself. 
c. He is the only One who can bestow it. 
d. It is something far beyond what you are capable in 

your own strength. 
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2. Though you do many great works or suffer many things, 
yet without love they are nothing. 
a. These things might be required of you by way of 

b. But you are not to rest in them as having any merit 

c. At best they indicate outwardly that you have a 

d. So cultivate sincere Christian love in your hearts. 
e. It is something that you must have, there is 

nothing that will commend you to God without it. 
f. And without it, everything you do will tend, in some 

respects, to deepen your condemnation and to sink 
you lower in despair. Let us pray! 

Christian duty. 

in the sight of God in themselves. 

right spirit in your heart. 


