
“Our Gracious King” 
(Psalm 10) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  As we look at this psalm this morning, we don’t want to forget what we saw last 
week.   
a.  Our world, our lives, are full of danger.   

(i)  Physical:  on a national level – war, on a personal level – assault, conflict, 
strife.   

(ii)  Spiritual:  that which is behind the physical – Satan, kingdom of 
darkness; that which is in our own hearts – sin.   

(iii)  These put us in danger:  of death, damnation (every sin deserves hell).   
 

b.  But for the Christian, there is hope:   
(i)  God made promises, acts, saves, from physical and spiritual danger.   
(ii)  He protects from the enemy.   
(iii)  He forgives in Christ, delivers from hell.   
(iv)  He never changes – forever the same.   
(v)  Even though He appears to wait, He will act – He is faithful.   
(vi)  When He waits, it is always for some greater good.   
 

2.  Knowing this, we are to:   
a.  Pray that God would see our danger:  Though He knows from eternity, He 

still wants us to seek Him.   
b.  Pray that He would act:  prayer is the means to the answer.   
c.  Trust/believe/have faith He will – He is faithful.   
d.  Stand ready to praise Him – in advance, with the people of God – and when 

He delivers.   
e.  God is trustworthy.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This becomes all the more important when we see what our adversaries are like:   
a.  The psalmist gives us a fairly broad description of his/our enemies.   
b.  Tells us what drives them – what their sins are.   
c.  Our enemies might not look like this but the same principles drives them.   
d.  This helps us to see our danger.   
 

2.  But he reminds us again that we have a righteous and gracious King to defend 
us.   
a.  In his day:  Yahweh, the covenant God and King of Israel.   
b.  In our day:  our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, King of kings and Lord of lords.   
c.  Both do the same:  defend us and subdue our enemies – because our enemies, 

if we’re Christians, are His enemies.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see a description of the enemy (vv. 3-11).   
1.  When we read this, we might think it’s extreme.   

a.  How many people do we know like this?   
b.  Perhaps some very depraved – some locked up in prison, some still free.   
c.  Actually we know many like this:   

(i)  Not the same degree of wickedness, but the same kind.   
(ii)  It’s in those all around us.   
(iii)  This evil is in us – corruption, the old man.   
(iv)  Of course, whatever we find of this in ourselves, we are to kill.   
(v)  But it is there.   
 

2.  What are they like?   
a.  They’re arrogant:  “For the wicked boasts of his heart's desire” (v. 3).   

(i)  Whatever evil they want, they believe they can have.   
(ii)  This is especially true of America – the land of opportunity:  Whatever a 

person wants, either good in itself or bad, if he works hard enough he can 
get it.   

(iii)  The wicked want evil, and they believe they can have it – some object to 
fulfill their desire, or revenge on some enemy.   

(iv)  Their thoughts are only evil continually (Gen. 6:5).   
 

b.  They are idolaters who curse and reject God:  “the greedy man curses and 
spurns the Lord” (v. 3).   
(i)  Greed is covetousness; covetousness is idolatry.   
(ii)  The idolater rejects God, will not have Him as his God.   
(iii)  Do you know anyone like this?   
 

c.  Obviously, in this condition, they will not seek God:  “The wicked, in the 
haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him” (v. 4).   
(i)  It is the mark of the believer that he seeks the Lord.   

(a)  He is our greatest treasure, our greatest love.   
(b)  Which is why we are irresistibly drawn to Christ to begin with.   
(c)  Why we seek communion with God.   
(d)  Why we humble ourselves that we may know Him.   
(e)  Why grieved when our communion is interrupted.   
(f)  This is the work of the Spirit in our hearts.   
 

(ii)  But those under the power of sin are the opposite:   
(a)  They don’t seek God, they spurn Him, curse Him.   
(b)  They don’t want communion with God.   
(c)  They run from God.   
(d)  Jesus said, “For everyone who does evil (practices evil) hates the 

light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed” 
(John 3:20).   



3 

(e)  So thoroughly do they want to get away from Him, they put Him out 
of their minds, “All his thoughts are, ‘There is no God’ (v. 4).   

(f)  Where do you think the “Death of God” movement came from?   
(g)  They try to put the knowledge of God out of their minds.   
(h)  Sound familiar?  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the 
truth in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18).   

(i)  Again, do you know anyone like this?   
 

d.  As far as they’re concerned, they’re getting away with it:   
(i)  They think they’re doing well:  “His ways prosper at all times” (v. 5).   

(a)  The psalmist in Psalm 73 almost stumbled when he saw the prosperity 
of the wicked.   

(b)  But when he came to worship, he was reminded what will happen to 
them.   

(c)  If we’ve forgotten – become envious – we need to be reminded.   
 
(ii)  They think God won’t judge them, because they don’t see it:  “Your 

judgments are on high, out of his sight” (v. 5).   
(a)  We know people who think because they can’t see God or His 

judgment, that it’s not real.   
(b)  Maybe we’ve been tempted to think this.   
(c)  But it is real, and they will see it.   
 

(iii)  Furthermore, they think God doesn’t see them.   
(a)  “He says to himself, ‘God has forgotten; He has hidden His face; He 

will never see it’” (v. 11).   
(b)  How many are encouraged to continue in sin because they think God 

doesn’t see?   
 

e.  And so they think they can just go on sinning without any consequences:   
(i)  “As for all his adversaries, he snorts at them” (v. 5).   
(ii)  “He says to himself, ‘I will not be moved; throughout all generations I 

will not be in adversity’” (v. 6).   
(iii)  They will go on cursing, lying, deceiving and slandering others (v. 7).   
(iv)  Bullying, injuring, even murdering the innocent (e.g., abortion; vv. 8-

10).   
(v)  Taking what doesn’t belong to them.   
(vi)  Continuing in their immorality.   
(vii)  When you believe there’re no consequences, you’re not as concerned 

about sin.   
 

f.  Do we know people like this?   
(i)  Everyone is like this to one degree or another.   
(ii)  Sadly, even the Christian is in some measure.   

(a)  This tendency is in our hearts.   
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(b)  This tendency is stronger when we don’t subdue our sin.   
(c)  It is stronger when our grace is weak.   
(d)  David was a man after God’s own heart; but he may not have fully 

realized just how easy it was to fall with Bathsheba, and then into 
murder.   

(e)  Sin is deceitful.   
(f)  This evening, we’ll consider how to arm ourselves against it.   
 

(iii)  If this is what it’s like for us, what about the unbeliever?   
(a)  He has no grace, no love for God; only sin.   
(b)  The only thing that keeps him from being worse is the restraint of the 

Spirit.   
 

(iv)  These are the people we live around, that we are to minister the Gospel.   
(a)  No wonder we flinch at the thought.   
(b)  We’re not going to friends, but enemies.   
(c)  But we must go – that is our task.   
(d)  And so what will be our confidence?   
(e)  It must be our gracious Lord.   

 
B.  In the face of our enemies, we must call upon our gracious King both to subdue 

and convert.   
1.  God is both a God of grace and of wrath.   

a.  He stands ready to be gracious to us, as we’ve seen.   
(i)  He will protect the afflicted (v. 2), the unfortunate and the orphan (v. 14).   
(ii)  He will protect the children under His care:  us.   

 
b.  He stands ready to be gracious to all who call on Him by faith.   

(i)  If the wicked will repent/believe, He will be gracious.   
(ii)  Christ will never turn anyone away who comes to Him (John 6:37).   

 
c.  But He also stands ready to judge the wicked.   

(i)  If a man doesn’t repent, He has sharpened His sword (Ps. 7:12).   
(ii)  He will make them fall in their own traps (9:15).   

 
d.  God will subdue the wicked one way or the other:   

(i)  Through conversion.   
(ii)  Through destruction.   
 

2.  It seems clear that the psalmist believes that his adversaries are beyond the grace 
of God (sinned the sin that leads to death?), and so he calls on Him to judge the 
wicked and save the innocent.   
a.  Notice again the Lord waits, “Why do You stand afar off, O Lord?  Why do 

You hide Yourself in times of trouble” (v. 1)?   
(i)  To test the faith of His people.   
(ii)  To allow the wicked to fill up the cup of His wrath.   
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b.  But he still pursues the Lord to pursue the wicked.   

(i)  That He would remember the innocent.  “Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up 
Your hand.  Do not forget the afflicted” (v. 12).  “The unfortunate 
commits himself to You; You have been the helper of the orphan” (v. 14).   

(ii)  That the Lord would see the denial of the wicked, “Why has the wicked 
spurned God?  He has said to himself, ‘You will not require it.’  You have 
seen it, for You have beheld mischief and vexation to take it into Your 
hand” (vv. 13-14).   

(iii)  And that the Lord would judge them, “Break the arm of the wicked and 
the evildoer, seek out his wickedness until You find none” (v. 15).   

(iv)  That they would fall into their own pits, “In pride the wicked hotly 
pursue the afflicted; let them be caught in the plots which they have 
devised” (v. 2).   

(v)  We must pray to the Lord of all Creation to be gracious to His people and 
purge the world of the wicked.   

 
3.  But we must also pray that He would graciously subdue those who are His.   

a.  We were once wicked and children of wrath even as they (Eph. 2:1-3).   
b.  But God had mercy on us (vv. 4-10).   
c.  We serve a gracious King who is able, and is willing.   
 

4.  This is how the King of Grace will purge His world and bring in everlasting 
righteousness.   
a.  Listen to the closing words of the psalm, “The Lord is King forever and ever; 

nations have perished from His land.  O Lord, You have heard the desire of 
the humble; You will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear to 
vindicate the orphan and the oppressed, so that man who is of the earth will 
no longer cause terror” (vv. 16-18).   

b.  God will hear our prayers, if we humble ourselves and seek Him.   
c.  He will deliver us and all His children.   
d.  He will take away the fear of man, by ridding the earth of the wicked.   
e.  Our gracious King will bring this about.  This is what He was born to do.   
f.  “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government 

will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There will be no end to the 
increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from 
then on and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this” 
(Isa. 9:6-7).   

g.  And so let’s be thankful that we have so great and gracious a King who will 
bring this about.   

h.  And let’s pray that He will bring His kingdom swiftly by pouring out His 
Spirit on us to strengthen us and all His people for the work.  Amen.   


