
“The Resurrection” 

(WCF 32:2-3) 

 

 

 

WCF 32.2  At the last day, such as are found alive shall not die, but be changed:  and all 

the dead shall be raised up, with the self-same bodies, and none other (although with 

different qualities), which shall be united again to their souls forever.   

II.  What will happen to the bodies of the righteous at the resurrection?   

A.  When will the bodies of the righteous be raised?   

1.  When Christ returns at the Second Coming.   

a.  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 

the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.   

Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  

Therefore comfort one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:16-18).   

b.  Paul was apparently addressing the false notion that those who died prior to 

Christ’s return would be lost forever.  He not only refutes this idea here, he says it 

will be just the opposite:  those who died in Christ will be raised first.   

 

2.  When will the Second Coming take place?   

a.  At the last day, when God’s plan is completed.   

(i)  “Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’  Martha said to Him, ‘I know 

that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day’” (John 11:23-24).   

(ii)  The last day is the day the Lord will raise and judge all men:  “Therefore 

having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all 

people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will 

judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, 

having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17:30-

31).   

 

b.  When will that day be?   

(i)  When all of God’s elect have been gathered in.   

(ii)  “I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they?  May it never be!  But 

by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them 

jealous.  Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is 

riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!  But I am 

speaking to you who are Gentiles.  Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of 

Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if somehow I might move to jealousy my 

fellow countrymen and save some of them.  For if their rejection is the 

reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the 

dead?” (Rom. 11:11-15).   

 

B.  What will happen to the bodies of the dead saints on that day?   

1.  Their bodies will be raised and reunited with their souls, and they shall return with 

Christ.  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
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of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  

Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore 

comfort one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:16-18).   

2.  What is the relationship of the body that is raised with the body that was buried?   

a.  It will be the same body, even as Christ’s was:  “While they were telling these 

things, He Himself stood in their midst.  But they were startled and frightened and 

thought that they were seeing a spirit.  And He said to them, ‘Why are you 

troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  See My hands and My feet, that 

it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you 

see that I have.’  And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His 

feet” (Luke 24:36-40).  .   

b.  Our bodies have been redeemed as well as our souls from the curse of the Fall.   

(i)  “As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His 

stand on the earth.  Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall 

see God; whom I myself shall behold, and whom my eyes will see and not 

another.  My heart faints within me!” (Job 19:25-27).   

(ii)  “So also is the resurrection of the dead.  It is sown a perishable body, it is 

raised an imperishable body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is 

sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 

spiritual body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body” (1 Cor. 

15:42-44).   

(iii)  They will have different qualities – they are sown perishable, raised 

imperishable – but they will be the same bodies.   

 

C.  What will happen to the saints who are still living on that day?   

1.  They will not die, but be changed:   

a.  “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in 

a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  For this 

perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  

But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will 

have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, ‘Death is 

swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your 

sting?” (1 Cor. 15:51-55).   

b.  This will take place just after the dead are raised.   

 

2.  Unbelievers will be changed and gathered together for the final judgment as well:   

a.  “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs 

will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a 

resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of 

judgment” (John 5:28-29).   

b.  “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then 

He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before Him; 

and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep 
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from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left” 

(Matt. 25:31-33).   

 

D.  Are there any who believe in more than one resurrection?   

1.  It is very commonly believed in the church today that there will be several 

resurrections of the righteous, though only one of the wicked.   

2.  Dispensationalists believe that the righteous will be raised at different times:   

a.  Pretribulation rapture.   

b.  Believing Jews at the beginning of the Millennium from both pre-church, church 

and post tribulation periods.   

c.  Believing Jews and Gentiles who died in the Millennium at the end of the 

Millennium.   

d.  They believe the wicked will be raised after the Millennium (see below).   

 

WCF 32.3  The bodies of the unjust shall, by the power of Christ, be raised to 

dishonour:  the bodies of the just, by His Spirit, unto honour; and be made conformable 

to His own glorious body.   

III.  What will happen to the bodies of the wicked and the righteous at the resurrection?   

A.  What will happen to the bodies of the wicked at the resurrection?   

1.  The bodies of the wicked will be raised at the same time as the righteous.   

a.  Dispensationalism teaches that they will be raised at the end of the millennium.   

(i)  They believe all the unconverted will be raised and judged at the Great White 

Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).   

(ii)  They hold this judgment to be distinct from the Bema Seat Judgment (2 Cor. 

5:10) and the Sheep and Goat Judgment (Matt. 25:31-46).   

 

b.  However, it’s clear from Scripture that there is only one resurrection followed by 

one judgment.   

(i)  “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will 

hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  For just as the 

Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in 

Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the 

Son of Man.  Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are 

in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good 

deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a 

resurrection of judgment” (John 5:25-29).   

(ii)  “But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do 

serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with 

the Law and that is written in the Prophets; having a hope in God, which these 

men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the 

righteous and the wicked” (Acts 24:14-15).   

 

2.  At that time, the bodies of the wicked will be raised to dishonor.   

a.  They will be given bodies perfectly suited for an eternity of punishment.   

b.  And they will be judged and sentenced:  “Or do you think lightly of the riches of 

His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God 
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leads you to repentance?  But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart 

you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the 

righteous judgment of God, who will render to each person according to his 

deeds:  to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and 

immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey 

the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.  There will be 

tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and 

also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For there is no partiality with God” (Rom. 

2:4-11).   

 

B.  What will happen to the bodies of the righteous at the resurrection?   

1.  They will be raised to honor.   

a.  “So also is the resurrection of the dead.  It is sown a perishable body, it is raised 

an imperishable body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in 

weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 

body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body” (1 Cor. 15:42-44).   

b.  See above Romans 2:4-11.   

 

2.  Their bodies will be made like Christ’s.   

a.  “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into 

conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has 

even to subject all things to Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21).   

b.  Their bodies will be perfectly suited for an eternity of blessing.  They will 

continue to be material and spiritual beings (body and soul), but their bodies will 

be completely filled with the Holy Spirit, the love and blessedness of God.   


