
“The Final Judgment” 

(WCF 33:1-3) 

 

 

 

WCF 33.1  God hath appointed a day, wherein He will judge the world in righteousness 

by Jesus Christ, to whom all power and judgment is given of the Father.  In which day, 

not only the apostate angels shall be judged, but likewise all persons that have lived upon 

earth shall appear before the tribunal of Christ, to give an account of their thoughts, 

words, and deeds; and to receive according to what they have done in the body, whether 

good or evil.   

I.  There is a day of judgment coming when all will give an account of themselves before 

God.   

A.  The Day of Judgment is coming.   

1.  There is no question in Scripture regarding this:   

a.  "The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will 

condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something 

greater than Jonah is here.  The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation 

at the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth 

to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is 

here” (Matt. 12:41-42).   

b.  "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men 

that all people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He 

will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, 

having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31).   

c.  “But you, why do you judge your brother?  Or you again, why do you regard your 

brother with contempt?  For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For 

it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every 

tongue shall give praise to God.’  So then each one of us will give an account of 

himself to God” (Rom. 14:10-12).   

 

2.  When will the judgment take place?   

a.  As we saw last week, at the Second Coming when Christ comes to raise the dead 

and translate the living.  His purpose will be fourfold:   

(i)  To bring a decisive end to human history, especially the kingdom of the evil 

one.   

(ii)  To gather all together for the final judgment.   

(iii)  To reward the righteous and punish the wicked.   

(iv)  To glorify His mercy and justice (see below).   

 

b.  That day will not take place until the last of God’s elect have been gathered in.   

 

B.  Whom has the Lord appointed to Judge the world on that day?   

1.  Jesus will be the Judge on that day.   

a.  “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 

so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor 
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the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.  Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 

hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come 

into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.  Truly, truly, I say to you, an 

hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, 

and those who hear will live.  For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He 

gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute 

judgment, because He is the Son of Man” (John 5:22-27).   

b.  “And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the 

One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead” (Acts 

10:42).   

 

2.  This is part of His reward for the work of redemption.   

 

C.  Who will be judged on that day?   

1.  The Lord will judge the fallen angels.   

a.  “Do you not know that we will judge angels?  How much more matters of this life? 

(1 Cor. 6:3).   

b.  “And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper 

abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great 

day” (Jude 6).   

c.  “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 

committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4).   

 

2.  And He will judge all men.   

a.  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10).   

b.  “But you, why do you judge your brother?  Or you again, why do you regard your 

brother with contempt?  For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For 

it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 

shall give praise to God.’  So then each one of us will give an account of himself to 

God” (Rom. 14:10-12).   

c.  “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence 

earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  And I saw the dead, 

the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and 

another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from 

the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  And the sea 

gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which 

were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds” 

(Rev. 20:11-13).   

 

D.  What will be the basis of this judgment?   

1.  Our works:   

a.  The things we’ve done.   

(i)  See above, Rev. 20:11-13.   

(ii)  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 

may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, 

whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).   
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(iii)  “For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, 

whether it is good or evil” (Eccl. 12:14).   

(iv)  “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, 

then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before 

Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on 

the left.  Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 

blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 

of the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was 

thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited 

Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in 

prison, and you came to Me.’  Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when 

did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to 

drink?  And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and 

clothe You?  When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’  The 

King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did 

it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’  

Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into 

the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 

hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing 

to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not 

clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’  Then they themselves 

also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, 

or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’  Then He will 

answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of 

the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’  These will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life” (Matt. 25:31-46).   

 

b.  The things we’ve done even in secret.   

(i)  “On the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men 

through Christ Jesus” (Rom. 2:16).   

(ii)  “For nothing is hidden that will not become evident, nor anything secret that 

will not be known and come to light” (Luke 8:17).   

 

c.  The words we’ve said:  “But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, 

they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.  For by your words you 

will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matt. 12:36-37).   

d.  Does this mean that we’re saved by our works?   

(i)  No.  But it does mean what we do reveals what we are.   

(ii)  A tree is known by its fruit (Luke 6:43-44).   

 

2.  It does appear, however, that believers will not be judged for their sins.   

a.  Otherwise, how could we be presented blameless before the Lord?   

(i)  “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in 

the presence of His glory blameless with great joy” (Jude 24).   
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(ii)  “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 

washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in 

all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be 

holy and blameless” (Eph. 5:25-27).   

(iii)  “And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in 

evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in 

order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach” (Col. 

1:21-22).   

 

b.  The judgment of our works will be primarily for the purpose of gracious rewards.   

(i)  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 

may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, 

whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).   

(ii)  “According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master 

builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be 

careful how he builds on it.  For no man can lay a foundation other than the one 

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Now if any man builds on the foundation 

with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will 

become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, 

and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  If any man's work 

which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.  If any man's work is 

burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through 

fire” (1 Cor. 3:10-15).    

(iii)  “Who will render to each person according to his deeds” (Rom. 6:6).   

 

WCF 33.2  The end of God’s appointing this day is for the manifestation of the glory of 

His mercy, in the eternal salvation of the elect; and of His justice, in the damnation of the 

reprobate, who are wicked and disobedient. For then shall the righteous go into 

everlasting life, and receive that fulness of joy and refreshing, which shall come from the 

presence of the Lord; but the wicked who know not God, and obey not the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, shall be cast into eternal torments, and be punished with everlasting destruction 

from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power.   

II.  The purpose of this day is to display the glory both of His mercy and justice.   

A.  How will God’s mercy be displayed on that day?   

1.  In His receiving the elect openly as His own people.    

a.  “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” 

(Matt. 25:34).   

b.  “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave.  You were faithful 

with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master’” (Matt. 25:21).   

c.  “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before 

My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32).   
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2.  In giving them the eternal inheritance.   

a.  “What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power 

known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?  

And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which 

He prepared beforehand for glory” (Rom. 9:22-23).   

b.  “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 

children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 

with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.  For I consider that the 

sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is 

to be revealed to us” (Rom. 8:16-18).   

c.  “Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich 

in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?” 

(James 2:5).   

 

B.  How will His justice be displayed?   

1.  In His rejecting and condemning the wicked for their sins.   

a.  “But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath 

for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 

who will render to each person according to his deeds” (Rom. 2:5-6).   

b.  “I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me 

nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did 

not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me” (Matt. 25:42-43).   

 

2.  In His sentencing them justly to everlasting damnation.   

a.  “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into 

the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels’” (Matt. 

25:41).   

b.  “For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 

and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus 

will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out 

retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel 

of our Lord Jesus.  These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be 

glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have 

believed – for our testimony to you was believed” (2 Thes. 1:6-10).   

c.  “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day 

and night” (Rev. 14:11).   

 

WCF 33.3  As Christ would have us to be certainly persuaded that there shall be a day of 

judgment, both to deter all men from sin; and for the greater consolation of the godly in 

their adversity:  so will He have that day unknown to men, that they may shake off all 

carnal security, and be prepared to say, Come Lord Jesus, come quickly, Amen.   

III.  He also appointed this day to deter men from sin and to encourage the saints.   

A.  How should the fact that this day is coming affect us?   

1.  It should serve to instill in us the fear of the Lord that we might turn from our sins and 

persuade others to do the same:  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
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Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to 

what he has done, whether good or bad.  Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we 

persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest 

also in your consciences” (2 Cor. 5:10-11).   

2.  It should encourage us to pursue godliness:  “Since all these things are to be destroyed 

in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 

looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens 

will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  But 

according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which 

righteousness dwells.  Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent 

to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless” (2 Pet. 3:11,14).   

 

B.  What encouragement should we draw from this day?   

1.  It reminds us that all wrongs will be made right and that those who have afflicted us 

will be justly punished:  “This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that 

you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are 

suffering.  For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict 

you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus 

will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire” (2 Thess. 1:5-7).   

2.  It encourages us that the effects of the curse will be lifted from us:  “And not only this, 

but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 

within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 

body.  For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who 

hopes for what he already sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, with 

perseverance we wait eagerly for it” (Rom. 8:23-25).   

 

C.  Why doesn’t the Lord tell us when this day will be?   

1.  To encourage us to be ready at all times.   

2.  “It is like a man away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves 

in charge, assigning to each one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on 

the alert.  Therefore, be on the alert – for you do not know when the master of the 

house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, or when the rooster crows in the 

morning – in case he should come suddenly and find you asleep.  What I say to you I 

say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’” (Mark 13:35-37).   

3.  “Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit.  Be like men who are waiting for 

their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately 

open the door to him when he comes and knocks.  Blessed are those slaves whom the 

master will find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird 

himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on 

them.  Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the third, and finds them so, 

blessed are those slaves. But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at 

what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken 

into.  You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not 

expect” (Luke 12:35-40).   


