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WCF 25.3  Unto this catholic visible Church Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, 
and ordinances of God, for the gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life to 
the end of the world: and doth, by His own presence and Spirit, according to His 
promise, make them effectual thereunto. 
III.  Christ has equipped His Church with all she needs to do the work He has called 

her to.   
A.  What has Christ given to equip His Church?   

1.  The oracles of God:  the Scriptures.   
a.  “Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through 

Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18-
19).   

b.  Why are the Scriptures necessary?   
(i)  They are the express will of Christ for His Church.   
(ii)  They provide us with an infallible rule of faith and practice:  “All 

Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).   

 
2.  The ordinances:   

a.  Preaching:   
(i)  The authoritative proclamation of Christ’s Word to His church:  “I 

solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to 
judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:  
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with great patience and instruction” (2 Tim. 4:1-2).   

(ii)  This is how Christ exercises His prophetic office in the Church.   
 

b.  Prayer:   
(i)  Speaking with God; the expression of our love, thanksgiving, confession, 

and petitions, based on what God has promised:  “And Jesus answered and 
said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you 
will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this 
mountain, “Be taken up and cast into the sea,” it will happen.  And all 
things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive’” (Matt. 21:21-22).   

(ii)  This is our means of gaining the help we need to carry out Christ’s 
commission and to live the life He calls us to.   

 
c.  Praise:   
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(i)  The lifting up of our love and worship to God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.   

(ii)  “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God” (Col. 
3:16).   

 
d.  The sacraments:   

(i)  The visible signs and seals of God’s invisible grace in Christ.   
(ii)  “For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the 

Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.’  In the same way He took the cup 
also after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’  For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He 
comes” (1 Cor. 11:23-26).   

(iii)  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19).   

(iv)  This is the Lord’s means of reassuring us of His love and mercy towards 
us.   

 
e.  Discipline.   

(i)  The means of addressing errors of doctrine and life to bring about 
repentance.   

(ii)  “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to 
you, you have won your brother.  But if he does not listen to you, take one 
or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every fact may be confirmed.  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector” (Matt. 18:15-17).   

(iii)  This is His means of disciplining us, as a father does the children he 
loves (Heb. 12:5-7).   

 
f.  Fellowship:   

(i)  Communing in each others gifts and graces.   
(ii)  Sharing one another’s burdens; admonishing and encouraging one 

another (Gal. 6:2; Rom. 15:14; 1 Thes. 5:11).   
 

g.  Note that each of these is a means of grace, meant to build us up spiritually.   
 

3.  The ministry:   
a.  Of gifted men:   

(i)  Equipped with authority to minister the Word as Christ-like servants.   
(ii)  “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 

evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
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saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to 
the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-13).   

 
b.  Of all the saints:  called to minister as peers/equals.   

(i)  “For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do 
not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually members one of another.  Since we have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them 
accordingly” (Rom. 12:4-6).   

(ii)  “As a result [of the ministry of gifted men], we are no longer to be 
children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind 
of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who 
is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held 
together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of 
each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of 
itself in love” (Eph. 4:14-16).   

 
B.  What is the work He has committed to His Church?   

1.  To gather the elect together, whether from the children of the church or from the 
world.   
a.  “He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father 

has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth’” 
(Acts 1:7-8).   

b.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” (Matt. 28:19).   
c.  The church is entrusted with the Gospel that it might disseminate it 

throughout the earth to gather the elect:  It is the power of God to salvation to 
everyone who believes (Rom. 1:16).   

 
2.  To perfect the saints.   

a.  We are called to grow in knowledge and holiness:   
(i)  “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again 

for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, 
and you have come to need milk and not solid food.   For everyone who 
partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for 
he is an infant.  But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice 
have their senses trained to discern good and evil.  Therefore leaving the 
elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity” (Heb. 
5:12-6:1).   

(ii)  “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one 
will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).   
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(iii)  “You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so 
that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall 
from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory, both now and to the 
day of eternity. Amen” (2 Pet. 3:17-18).   

 
b.  The church has been entrusted with the means to accomplish this.   

(i)  Through those men Christ has gifted to this end (Eph. 4:11-13).   
(ii)  Through the ministry of the body as a whole (vv. 14-16).   

 
C.  What is the guarantee that His work will be carried out through His Church?   

1.  Christ promised to be with us and to work through us to the end of the world.   
a.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age” (Matt. 28:19-20).   

b.  Having given us such a tremendous task, He would not leave us to do it on 
our own, but will be our guide, strength, and Protector.   
 

2.  He has also given us His Spirit to empower us and to make the ministry of the 
Word effective.   
a.  Christ said He would send His Spirit to clothe us with power.   

(i)  “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him 
because He abides with you and will be in you” (John 14:16-17).   

(ii)  “He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or epochs which the 
Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of 
the earth” (Acts 1:7-8).   

(iii)  “‘A Redeemer will come to Zion, and to those who turn from 
transgression in Jacob,’ declares the LORD.  ‘As for Me, this is My 
covenant with them,’ says the LORD:  ‘My Spirit which is upon you, and 
My words which I have put in your mouth shall not depart from your 
mouth, nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor from the mouth of your 
offspring's offspring,’ says the LORD, ‘from now and forever’” (Isa. 
59:20-21).   

 
b.  The Spirit makes the Gospel call effective.   

(i)  “Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  The 
wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know 
where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of 
the Spirit” (John 3:7-8).   

(ii)  “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I 
have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63).    


