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WCF 24.1  Marriage is to be between one man and one woman: neither is it lawful for any man 
to have more than one wife, nor for any woman to have more than one husband at the same time.   
I.  Who may legitimately marry?   

A.  Marriage may only take place between a man and a woman.   
1.  God ordained marriage to be only between a man and a woman.   

a.  When God made a companion for Adam, He made a woman.  “And He answered and said, 
‘Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and 
female, and said, “for this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh”?  So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  
What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate’” (Matt. 19:4-6; cf. Gen. 
2:24).   

b.  God is the One who created marriage and defines it; man may not change it through 
legislation, court ruling or popular vote of the people.   

 
2.  Homosexual relationships are forbidden by the Lord.   

a.  They are an abomination to Him.  “You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; 
it is an abomination” (Lev. 18:22).   

b.  Those who practice this sin will not inherit the kingdom of heaven.  “Or do you not know 
that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor 
the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God” 
(1 Cor. 6:9-10).   

c.  This doesn’t mean there’s no hope for those who were homosexuals.  If they repent, they 
will be saved, just as any other sinner who repents of his or her sins.  “Such were some of 
you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (v. 11).   

 
B.  Marriage is to be between only one man and one woman at any one time.   

1.  Polygamy was not an uncommon practice in biblical times.   
a.  In the Old Testament:   

(i)  Abraham took Hagar as a wife while married to Sarah (Gen. 16:3).   
(ii)  Jacob married both Leah and Rachael (Gen. 29).   
(iii)  David married Michal, Saul’s daughter; Abigail, Nabal’s widow (1 Sam. 25:39); 

Ahinoam of Jezreel (v. 43), as well as others (1 Chr. 14:3); and Bathsheba (2 Sam. 
11:27).   

(iv)  Solomon had seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines at the same time, 
many of them political marriages (1 Kings 11:3).   

 
b.  There is evidence of this practice in the New Testament, as well.   

(i)  “An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, 
prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2).   

(ii)  “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and 
appoint elders in every city as I directed you, namely, if any man is above reproach, the 
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husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or 
rebellion” (Titus 1:5-6).   

(iii)  A. T Robertson, in his Word Pictures, indicates that “of one wife,” means, “One at a 
time, clearly.”   

(iv)  This implies that polygamy was still being practiced.   
 

2.  This doesn’t mean, however, that it was God’s will.   
a.  The Lord never forbade multiple marriages, nor did He require any of these who practiced 

polygamy to divorce any of their wives.  But he did give legislation in the Old Covenant to 
head off possible problems that would arise from it.   
(i)  “If he takes to himself another woman, he may not reduce her food, her clothing, or her 

conjugal rights” (Ex. 21:10).   
(ii)  “If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved and 

the unloved have borne him sons, if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved, then it 
shall be in the day he wills what he has to his sons, he cannot make the son of the loved 
the firstborn before the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn.  But he shall 
acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of all 
that he has, for he is the beginning of his strength; to him belongs the right of the 
firstborn” (Deu. 21:15-17).   

 
b.  However, this is not what He originally ordained.   

(i)  When He created a companion for Adam, He made only one, not many:  “The LORD 
God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her 
to the man” (Gen. 2:22).   

(ii)  God requires that an elder have only one wife:   
(a)  He was to be a one woman man.   
(b)  This not only means that he must be devoted to his wife, but that he must have only 

one wife.   
(c)  Since the moral qualifications for the elder are meant to be examples to the flock, 

the Lord commends to us here monogamous marriage.   
 

WCF 24.2  Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of husband and wife, for the increase of 
mankind with legitimate issue, and of the Church with an holy seed; and for preventing of 
uncleanness.   
II.  Why did the Lord ordain marriage?   

A.  God ordained marriage for the mutual help of husband and wife.   
1.  It was not good for the man to be alone, and so the Lord created a companion for him.   

a.  Woman was created for man’s sake.   
(i)  For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; for indeed man was 

not created for the woman's sake, but woman for the man's sake” (1 Cor. 11:8-9).   
(ii)  “Then the LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a 

helper suitable for him.’  Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call 
them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name.  The man gave 
names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for 
Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.  So the LORD God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the 
flesh at that place.  The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken 
from the man, and brought her to the man.  The man said, ‘This is now bone of my 
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bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of 
Man’” (Gen. 2:18-23).   

(iii)  Adam saw as he named the animals that each had a corresponding companion, but 
there was nothing like this for him.  He was alone.   

(iv)  So the Lord created one like him, from his substance (of his nature), brought her to 
him, and they became husband and wife.   

(v)  Since that time, man has not been independent of woman, but is born through her:  
“However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man independent 
of woman.  For as the woman originates from the man, so also the man has his birth 
through the woman; and all things originate from God” (1 Cor. 11:11-12).   

 
b.  Because woman was created for the man’s sake and God has given him for her head, she is 

to submit to him as to Christ.   
(i)  “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the 

head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:3).   
(ii)  “Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head 

of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the 
body.  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their 
husbands in everything” (Eph. 5:22-24).   

 
2.  However, God also gave man for the woman’s sake.  As her head, he is to protect her and 

nurture her:   
a.  The husband is to love and cherish his wife and is to be prepared to lay down his life for 

her:  “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up 
for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 
word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  So husbands ought 
also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 
for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does 
the church, because we are members of His body” (Eph. 5:25-30).   

b.  The husbands is also to be prepared to minister the Word to his wife:  “The women are to 
keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject 
themselves, just as the Law also says.  If they desire to learn anything, let them ask their 
own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in church” (1 Cor. 14:34-
35).   

c.  Generally speaking, neither is complete without the other.   
 
B.  God ordained marriage that children might legitimately be brought into the world.   

1.  After the Lord created man, “God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth’” (Gen. 1:28).   
a.  This was a command to do so:  to have children, without which the human race would die 

off.   
(i)  The Lord has not told us how many children to have.   
(ii)  But He has told us that He wants us to have children.   
 

b.  This command also carried with it the blessing to do so:  to be fruitful and to multiply.   
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2.  He gave this command in the context of marriage.   
a.  We are to assume that the events of Genesis 2:21-25 took place before the 

command/blessing to procreate.   
b.  Children are to be brought into this world in families, in order that they might be nurtured 

and trained.   
(i)  This certainly applies to believers, that they might raise godly children for God’s glory:   

(a)  “But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit.  And what did that one do 
while he was seeking a godly offspring?  Take heed then to your spirit, and let no 
one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth” (Mal. 2:15).   

(b)  “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).   

(c)  Compare the book of Proverbs.   
 

(ii)  This also applies to unbelievers, who are required to do everything God requires of the 
believer.  Just because they don’t want to do something doesn’t mean they’re not 
responsible to do it.   

(iii)  Note as well that homosexual unions are incapable of procreation, one of the purposes 
of marriage.  This is not the only reason it is forbidden, but it is certainly one reason.   
 

C.  And God ordained marriage as a preventative to immorality.   
1.  There are those who have the gift of singleness – who are complete by themselves.   

a.  Paul had that gift:  “Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a 
man not to touch a woman. . . .  Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am.  
However, each man has his own gift from God, one in this manner, and another in that” (1 
Cor. 7:1, 7).   

b.  There were others who had it as well:  “The disciples said to Him, ‘If the relationship of 
the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry.’  But He said to them, ‘Not all 
men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been given.  For there are 
eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who 
were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for 
the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  He who is able to accept this, let him accept it’” (Matt. 
19:10-12).   

 
2.  But there are those who don’t have this gift and need to marry.   

a.  “But because of immoralities, each man is to have his own wife, and each woman is to 
have her own husband.  The husband must fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the 
wife to her husband.  The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband 
does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the 
wife does.  Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time, so that you may 
devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again so that Satan will not tempt you 
because of your lack of self-control.  But this I say by way of concession, not of command.  
Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man has his own gift 
from God, one in this manner, and another in that.  But I say to the unmarried and to 
widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.  But if they do not have self-
control, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to burn with passion” (1 Cor. 7:2-9).   

b.  If the Lord hasn’t given this gift, then He intends His child to marry and so will provide a 
spouse in His time.  “And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).   


