
 

“Nurture Your Children in the Lord” 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Today the world celebrates a tradition known as Father’s Day.  It is a day in 
which all the children in our country express their feelings of appreciation for what their fathers 
have done for them.  And many of their fathers have done a lot.  They have loved them, 
supported them, cared for them when they were sick, tried to instruct them in what is right and 
wrong, and put up with them when they were not so easy to get along with.  But even though 
they have done so much, most fathers in this country -- certainly those outside the church, but 
even many within the church -- have really missed out altogether on the primary purpose for 
which God gave them this position and this authority.  His primary reason was that He might 
have a godly seed (Mal. 2:15), that He might have more young men and women who love Him, 
who follow His commandments, and who seek to glorify Him in whatever they do.  For this 
reason I thought it would be wise for us this morning to again review the importance of covenant 
nurture and to see what the Lord calls us -- as both fathers and mothers, for the word father often 
refers a position of authority, something which both fathers and mothers have over their children 
-- to do with regard to raising our children for His glory.   
 We need to realize as parents that the whole of the rearing of our children is our 
responsibility, and that the Lord will hold us accountable for it.  The Lord calls us to teach them 
all that they need to know to live in this world.  Now this doesn’t mean that we need to become 
experts in every field of education.  There are certain aspects of their education which we may 
delegate to others, to either public or private schools.  There may be certain things which we are 
not capable of doing and for which we may need help.  We must remember, however, that the 
overriding principle is that we are to raise godly children.  And if there is the possibility of 
compromising this goal in the slightest in the institution which we are considering to help us, we 
must find another alternative, especially in the younger and more formative years of our 
children’s lives.  The Scriptures say, “Do not be deceived:  Bad company corrupts good 
morals” (1 Cor. 15:33).  This is certainly a concern in public schools, but it is also in private 
schools as well.  How do you want your children to behave?  What kind of language do you 
want them to use?  What kind of friends do you want them to have?  The place you put them 
will in a great measure determine what they will be like.   
 But that which goes along with this, and which overrides and provides the foundation for 
all the rest is their instruction in godliness.  This especially is our responsibility as parents.  
And the Lord gives us many helps in this area.  Foremost of all, He graciously includes them in 
His covenant community.  Though their membership in the church does not guarantee to them 
the blessings of God’s gracious covenant, which are the washing away of all sin and the being 
clothed with a perfect garment of righteousness, as well as the eternal inheritance which comes 
from these, it does place them in the arena of the wonderful and gracious means by which the 
Lord gathers in His elect.  It is through the diligent use of these means -- whether in family 
worship or in public -- that the Lord, when He is pleased to do so, makes alive and bestows the 
gift of faith in Christ.  God does not convert in a vacuum.  He uses means to His ends.  And 
your children, as a part of His covenant community, have access to these wonderful means.    
 But for these means to have any kind of impact on the lives of your children, they must 
be used.  And, as I have already suggested, they must be used primarily by the parents, for it is 
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to you that God has entrusted this responsibility.  And this shouldn’t surprise you, for it is to you 
that the Lord has given these children.  He has placed them in your household, under your 
authority, protection and instruction.  Yes, the church has her role to play, as well.  She is to 
help equip you to do this labor of love.  And the church is to admonish you if you neglect this 
vitally important duty.  But ultimately, the responsibility of teaching your children the way of 
the Lord falls upon your shoulders.  Moses said in our passage this morning, “These words, 
which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to 
your sons” (Deu. 6:6-7).  Solomon said, “Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and do not 
forsake your mother’s teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments; for length of days 
and years of life, and peace they will add to you” (3:1-2), “Hear, O sons, the instruction of a 
father, and give attention that you may gain understanding, for I give you sound teaching; do not 
abandon my instruction” (4:1-2).  And lest you think that this was only true under the Old 
Covenant, listen to what the apostle Paul writes under the New, “Children, obey your parents in 
the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with 
a promise), that it may be will with you, and that you may live long on the earth.  And, fathers, 
do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord.” (Eph. 6:1-4).  The Lord commands us as parents to raise our children in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord.  By it, our children will be able clearly to see the path of life.  
Without it, they will grope around in the dark -- perhaps as some of you did when you were 
growing up --, and they may never find their way to Christ.  Please give careful attention then 
and seriously consider what the Lord calls you to in this passage this morning, which is,  
 
 Parents, you must diligently teach your children the ways of the Lord if they are ever to 
find their way to Christ.   
 First, we will look at the command to teach our children, and secondly, we will see 
what we must be and do if we are ever to fulfill this commandment successfully.   
 
I.  If you are to effectively ingrain the Word of God in the minds of your children, you 

must constantly be bombarding them with its truths.   
A.  God told the Israelites through Moses that they must continually teach their children 

throughout the day, and we must as well.   
1.  He said, “And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart; 

and you shall teach them diligently to your sons” (vv. 6-7).   
a.  The form which the command takes points out our personal involvement.  The 

pronoun “you” here is singular.  This is not a command for the state to raise your 
children through the public school, nor is it a command for the people of God as a 
community to do so in private schools.  This is a command which the Lord directs 
to you as parents.  Yes, the church is called to equip you.  Yes, you may delegate 
certain responsibilities to others.  But ultimately, you are responsible for what goes 
into the heads, and what will eventually go into the hearts, of your children.   

b.  Now understand that Moses is not directing this to “sons” only, for this Hebrew 
word in the plural can refer to all your chlordane, even as it does in Genesis 3:16, 
where the Lord, in children the curse upon the woman, said, “In pain you shall bring 
forth sons.”  He did not mean that women would only experience pain if they were 
giving birth to sons, something to which many of you ladies here can testify.  This is 
a command to teach all of our children.   
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c.  And the way in which we are to do this is ‘diligently.’  With children, especially 
small children, we must constantly be reviewing, constantly reinforcing these truths 
to fix them in their minds.  If we try and attach these weighty truths with only a few 
threads of instruction, they will not be able to hold them.  But if we add more 
threads by continual repetition, then strong ropes will be formed which will 
permanently fix them in their minds.   

d.  We must not be afraid to go over these truths often.  Isaiah the prophet wrote, 
“Whom shall He teach knowledge? and whom shall He make to understand 
doctrine?  them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.  For 
precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little” (Isa. 28:9-10).   

 
2.  Moses furthermore said, “You shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when 

you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up” (v. 7).   
a.  What he is saying here is that this instruction must be incorporated as a part of our 

daily life.  They must be a part of our daily communication.   
b.  What do you speak of when you are sitting in your house?  What do you say when 

you are traveling from one place to another?  What are your final words before you 
retire for the evening?  What is the first thing you talk of when you wake up in the 
morning?   

c.  If you are conducting family worship in your houses both in the morning and 
evening, perhaps it is the things of the Lord.   

d.  But this passage tells us that we must go beyond these limited times and make the 
Word of God, especially His commandments -- which are able to teach us the 
difference between what is right and wrong, what is pleasing and not pleasing in His 
sight --, the subject of all of our conversations.   

e.  This means that when your children are with you, you must constantly be relating 
everything you do to God, His glory and His will.  Paul says, “Whether then, you 
eat or drink of whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).   

f.  In instructing your children, you simply need to tell them what you are doing and 
why.  If you are following your Lord’s commandment, you are doing what you 
believe will glorify God, and you are doing it because He commands it and because 
you love Him.   

g.  Think of your home as a school room, yourselves as teachers, your children as your 
students, and the Bible as your textbook.  Your main goal is to teach them how to 
glorify God wherever they go and in whatever they do.  The first semester begins 
when they are born.  But the last does not end until they leave your home to 
establish their own.  And even then your role as a parent is not over.  You should 
continue to be a source of wisdom and encouragement in the things of the Lord for 
your children as long as they live.   

h.  This is not an easy task, but it is an eternally important and significant one.  It will 
require all your strength, all your dedication, and a great deal of courage.  But it will 
especially require the grace of God.   

 
B.  But there is one thing that you must always bear in mind:  You may ingrain these 

gracious truths into their minds, but you will never be able to produce a corresponding 
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gracious change in their hearts, apart from the grace of God.   
1.  You may be able to affect the nature which they already possess.   

a.  Just as you can capture a wild animal and in some ways tame it and train it to be 
relatively docile when you handle it, so, in an analogous way, you can make changes 
in the hearts of your children.   

b.  The taming does not change the nature of a wild animal.  If it becomes terrified or 
feels threatened, it will quickly revert back to its violent nature.  The same is true of 
your children, apart from the grace of God.  You can teach them God’s ways.  You 
can discipline them with the rod to behave properly.  You can even train them to be 
outwardly faithful to God’s commandments, something which is especially required 
of the officers in Christ’s church.   

c.  But all of your efforts cannot change their hearts, to make them see the beauty of 
that to which they are blind, or to give them a desire for that which they hate by 
nature.  God, and God alone, has the ability to effect this change.   

 
2.  And it is for this reason that you must constantly bombard the throne of grace with 

prayer for their salvation while you diligently use the means of grace which He has 
provided.   
a.  It is true that ultimately salvation comes down to election.  Only those whom the 

Lord has chosen in eternity to set His love upon will ever be saved.   
b.  However, you do not know whom the Lord has chosen and whom not.  But you do 

know that the Lord has given to you His means of grace and the commandment to 
use them for your children.   

c.  And so you must use them diligently, and pray without ceasing that God would be 
pleased to impart His grace through these means to your children.  And you must 
never rest until you see in them the unmistakable fruits of this salvation in a life of 
faith, repentance, and obedience to all of the commandments of God.   

d.  The same is true with regard to anyone else you would seek to reach.  You must 
use the means of the Gospel to reach them.  God has ordained the means as well as 
the ends, and both must be used if they are to be saved.   

 
II.  But Moses also reminds us in this passage that if we ever hope to accomplish this task 

with any measure of success, these truths must first be written on our hearts.   
A.  We must never forget the effect that our lives are having on the lives of our children.   

1.  Just as paper takes on the characters of the printers type when it is inked and pressed, 
and just as the wax takes on the impression of the king’s signet ring when he seals it, so 
also our lives are leaving lasting impressions on our children.   

2.  Your children will not only resemble your appearance, but they will also mirror your 
attitudes and values.   

 
B.  How important then is it for our lives to be conformed to God’s Word if we would leave a 

good impression?  It is very important!   
1.  Therefore, we must make sure that we are holding the truth as much as possible.   

a.  The foremost statement of faith of the Jews was the ‘shema.’  “Hear, O Israel!  
The Lord is our God, the Lord is One!”   

b.  It means that there is only One sovereign Lord of all creation.  All the other gods 
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are false gods.  They were to know and understand this, and they were to teach it to 
their children.   

c.  And just as it was important for them to know and understand the truth about God, 
so it is for us.  We cannot be saved except by the truth, so neither can our children.   

d.  This does not mean that you must have an absolutely perfect system of doctrine.  
But it does mean that you must have the fundamentals of the Gospel right, as we saw 
last week.  But you must also not forget that wherever you deviate from the truth, it 
will have measurable consequences for you and for your children.  How important 
then is it to study and know the Word of God accurately?   

 
2.  Secondly, you must also “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your might” (v. 5).  
a.  Knowing the truth is not enough.  You must also experience it personally.   
b.  Paul write, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 

anything, but faith working through love” (Gal. 5:6).   
c.  Love is the hallmark of Christian faith.  It is the watershed of true conversion.  

Paul wrote that a man may speak with the tongues of men and angels, he may have 
the gift of prophecy and know all mysteries and all knowledge, he may have faith 
enough to move mountains, give all his possessions to the poor and his body to be 
burned.  But if he does not have love, it profits him nothing (1 Cor. 13).   

d.  Believing the right doctrine and making the right profession doesn’t mean a thing if 
there is no true love to God and Christ in the heart.  It is only a bare and empty 
profession.  It cannot save you.   

e.  If then you are not saved, what kind of an impression will you leave on your 
children?  Certainly not one which will lead them to Christ!   

f.  But if the love of God is flowing out from your life to God and to those made in His 
image, think of the impact that will have on them!  It is one of the most powerful 
means to the conversion of anyone.   

 
3.  Thirdly, His commandments must be written on your heart, “And these words which I 

am commanding you today, shall be on your heart” (v. 6).   
a.  It is not enough for these commandments to be in your mind, or to say that they are 

good and that you agree with them.  They must also be on written on your heart.   
b.  And this is what God promises He will do in the New Covenant.  The author to the 

Hebrews writes, “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord:  I will put My Laws into their minds, and I will write 
them upon their hearts.  And I will be their God, and they shall be My people” 
(8:10).   

c.  This is to say that God’s commandments will not only gain your assent, but also 
your love.  You will love them because they reflect the holiness of your covenant 
Lord.  And you will feel constrained to keep them because of your love for Christ.  
Jesus said, “If you love Me you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).   

d.  The only proper response to this commandment is, “Yes, Lord, I love you, and I 
will do everything you say from the heart.”  John Calvin had a life slogan, which 
said, “My heart I offer to you Lord, promptly and sincerely.”   

e.  If you are ever to impress upon your children the importance of loving God’s 
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commandments, then you must love them yourself, and show that you do through a 
life of submission and obedience to them.   

 
4.  Lastly, these commandments must become an integral part of your life.  “And you 

shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead.  
And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates” (vv. 8-9).   
a.  What the Lord intended as figurative expressions, the Jews took literally.  They 

bound the Scriptures on their foreheads with small leather boxes called 
‘phylacteries’, and they attached small boxes to their doorposts called ‘mezuzas.’  
And within each they placed a copy of this Scripture which commands them to do 
this very thing.   

b.  Now perhaps there was some value in doing this if it helped them to remember what 
God had told them to do.  But what we are to learn from this passage is that we are 
always to keep the commandments of God before our minds and the minds of those 
within our households.  It is as though they are written on our foreheads and on the 
doorposts of our houses so that we might always be reminded that we are to do them.   

c.  If your children see you constantly forgetting or neglecting to do God’s will, then 
how can you expect them to remember and do them?  It is more likely that they will 
place no greater importance on them than you.   

d.  Therefore, you must keep the commandments of God near, before your mind and 
upon your heart.  You must meditate on them that they might penetrate your 
thinking and captivate your affections, so that they might permeate your life more 
and more.  The psalmist wrote, “O how I love Thy Law; it is my meditation all the 
day” (Ps. 119:96).   

 
5.  People of God, the raising of your children is not an easy task, but it is a vitally 

important one.   
a.  We only get one chance, only a handful of years in which to lay the foundation of 

their lives.  I’m sure that all of us want to see our children love God and walk in His 
ways.  But how many of us are willing to pay the price that it will cost us 
personally?  In reality, it costs no more nor no less than what we have already paid 
to follow Christ, for what are these qualifications except those which are required to 
be His disciple?   

b.  If you have already bowed the knee to King Jesus and received Him as your Lord 
and your Savior, you have already covenanted with Him to do this very thing.  But 
if you have not, you have yet to come to Him and receive His life.   

c.  If that is the case with you this morning, won’t you lay hold of Christ now through 
faith in His name?  He is the only One who can save you.  He is the only One who 
can enable you to seek after your salvation and that of your children.  And He is the 
only One who can strengthen your hands for the work which lies ahead of you.   

d.  But for those of you who do know Him, let this passage be an exhortation to you to 
strive after increasing godliness, to strive after God’s grace so that you will have the 
strength and determination to become conformed into the image of Christ, in order 
that you lives may have a favorable impact on the lives of your children.   

e.  And may it also exhort you to teach your children diligently, to constantly mold 
their minds with the truth of God’s Word, and to continually bombard the throne of 
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grace with your prayers seeking that God would change their hearts and lead them to 
Himself.   

f.  May God grant to each one of us here the grace and wisdom to accomplish this task 
well that we might lead our little ones down the path of His righteousness.   

g.  This evening, we will explore how we might make our lives more effective in this 
task by weaning ourselves more and more from the world.  Amen.   


