
“Not All Affections Are Gracious, Part 5” 
(2 Peter 1:5-11)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered something we all know to be true of genuine believers:   

a.  That they love to pray:  as Anna who continually ministered to the Lord in the 

Temple through prayer and fasting (Luke 2:36-37); or Daniel who prayed three 

times even under the threat of death (Dan. 6:10).   

b.  They love to sing praises to the Lord and fellowship together:  as we see in 

numerous examples in the psalms, and in the lives of the early believers who met 

everyday in the Temple and from house to house, breaking bread with a glad heart 

and praising God (Acts 2:46-47).   

c.  They love to hear God’s Word, especially His Law, as the psalmist writes, “O 

how I love Your law!  It is my meditation all the day” (119:97).   

d.  And they love to meet together for public worship:  as we just saw in the lives of 

the early Christians, and as we also see from the many examples in the psalms.   

e.  Grace is something that creates desire in your heart for the Lord, a soul-thirsting 

for Him.   

f.  Is it any wonder then that if you are a true believer that you’ll want to use the 

ways the Lord has given you to draw near to Him?  To have communion with 

Him?   

g.  When we read about these things in Scripture, it’s good to examine our hearts and 

see whether this is what is in our hearts, whether we’re experiencing this.   

h.  If you find that your love for Him has grown weaker, perhaps it’s time to stoke 

those fires with the means of His grace.    

 

2.  But don’t forget as well, as Edwards reminded us, that there are counterfeits to these 

things.   

a.  The devil can counterfeit just about anything that has to do with the Christian 

experience.  He can even counterfeit love.   

b.  It won’t be the same, but it will produce similar fruits:  prayer, praise, desire for 

fellowship, the Word, and for worship.   

c.  The stony ground hearers looked like believers on the outside in every way – in 

their attitudes and in their behavior – but there was nothing gracious about their 

experience.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’ll move on to look at one more of these counterfeit marks:  that of 

assurance itself.   

2.  What we’ll consider are two things:   

a.  First, as a believer, you should have some level of assurance that you are the 

Lord’s.   

b.  But second, you also need to realize that false assurance is a very real possibility.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, as a believer, you should have some level of assurance that you are the Lord’s.   

1.  Some believe that you shouldn’t have any certainty regarding your election.   

a.  The Roman church believes that assurance is very rare – only a few have had it:  

Paul, martyrs – and that we shouldn’t want it – since it can make us overconfident 

and careless.   

b.  Consider Session Six, Chapter 12, of the Council of Trent, “That a rash 

presumptuousness in the matter of Predestination is to be avoided”:  “No one, 

moreover, so long as he is in this mortal life, ought so far to presume as regards 

the secret mystery of divine predestination, as to determine for certain that he is 

assuredly in the number of the predestinate; as if it were true, that he that is 

justified, either cannot sin any more, or, if he do sin, that he ought to promise 

himself an assured repentance; for except by special revelation, it cannot be 

known whom God hath chosen unto Himself.”   

c.  And chapter 13, “On the gift of Perseverance”:  “So also as regards the gift of 

perseverance, of which it is written, He that shall persevere to the end, he shall be 

saved:-which gift cannot be derived from any other but Him, who is able to 

establish him who standeth that he stand perseveringly, and to restore him who 

falleth:-let no one herein promise himself any thing as certain with an absolute 

certainty; though all ought to place and repose a most firm hope in God's help.  

For God, unless men be themselves wanting to His grace, as he has begun the 

good work, so will he perfect it, working (in them) to will and to accomplish.  

Nevertheless, let those who think themselves to stand, take heed lest they fall, 

and, with fear and trembling work out their salvation, in labours, in watchings, in 

almsdeeds, in prayers and oblations, in fastings and chastity:  for, knowing that 

they are born again unto a hope of glory, but not as yet unto glory, they ought to 

fear for the combat which yet remains with the flesh, with the world, with the 

devil, wherein they cannot be victorious, unless they be with God's grace, 

obedient to the Apostle, who says; We are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh; for if you live according to the flesh, you shall die; but if 

by the spirit you mortify the deeds of the flesh, you shall live.”  

d.  And Canon XVI:  “If any one saith, that he will for certain, of an absolute and 

infallible certainty, have that great gift of perseverance unto the end,-unless he 

have learned this by special revelation; let him be anathema.”   

 

2.  Scripture teaches us, however, that it was very common for the saints to have 

assurance that they are God’s elect and that they shall persevere to the end.   

a.  The Lord revealed His love and purpose to many of the saints in Scripture:   

(i)  The Lord revealed to Noah that he was the only righteous man living and that 

while He was destroying the world, He would save him (Gen. 6).   

(ii)  The Lord clearly revealed to Abraham that He had chosen him, to make him a 

great nation, to bless him, and to make his seed a blessing to the entire earth 

(Gen. 12).   

(iii)  It was clear that He also passed the same blessings on to Isaac and Jacob 

(Heb. 11:9), that He had chosen Moses (vv. 23-29), and Daniel (Dan. 10:11).   
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b.  Job certainly believed he was saved and talked about it not as a hope, but as 

something that was certain:  “As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and at 

the last He will take His stand on the earth.  Even after my skin is destroyed, yet 

from my flesh I shall see God; whom I myself shall behold, and whom my eyes 

will see and not another.  My heart faints within me!” (Job. 19:25-27).   

c.  David often speaks in the psalms of glorying in God, of God as his portion, his 

inheritance, his confidence, his rock, his shield and salvation.   

d.  The Lord Jesus in the Upper Room Discourse (John 13-16) told His disciples 

many things about how they would participate with Him in glory, so that they 

might be encouraged:   

(i)  “These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be made full” (John 15:11).   

(ii)  “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.  In 

the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world” 

(16:33).   

(iii)  He didn’t hold back for fear they might become presumptuous; He certainly 

didn’t desire to hold them in suspense.   

(iv)  In His concluding prayer He refers to the disciples as savingly knowing Him 

and as having believed in Him, as having received and kept His word, that they 

were not of the world, that they should be with Him in glory, and He prayed 

that His joy might be fulfilled in them (17:13).   

(v)  He also prayed that this would also be the case with those who believed in 

Him through their Word (vv. 20-21).   

 

e.  Paul was also assured that he was the Lord’s:   

(i)  “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 

of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal 2:20).   

(ii)  “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).   

(iii)  “For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know 

whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have 

entrusted to Him until that day” (2 Tim. 1:12).   

(iv)  “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the 

faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, 

but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7-8).   

 

f.  The character of the Covenant of Grace is such that God intends to make the heirs 

of His kingdom know that the kingdom is certainly theirs.   

(i)  He confirms it in many ways:  through many witnesses, through signs and 

seals, through promises confirmed with an oath (Heb. 6:17-18).   

(ii)  None of these would be of any value to you if you couldn’t know these 

blessings were yours.   

 

g.  This assurance is not just for the elite Christian/believer, but for every believer.   
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(i)  The Lord tells you that you are to make your calling and election sure; He 

even tells you how to do it (2 Pet. 1:5-8).   

(ii)  He tells you that you ought to know whether or not you are believers:  “Test 

yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!  Or do you not 

recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you -- unless indeed you 

fail the test?” (2 Cor. 13:5).   

(iii)  The Lord has given you His Spirit so that you might know what is yours in 

Christ:  “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who 

is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, which 

things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those 

taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words” (1 Cor. 

2:12-13).   

(iv)  He has even given you various ways you can know you are His (1 John 2:3, 

5; 3:14, 19, 24; 4:13; 5:2, 19).   

 

h.  Far from being a hypocrite because you believe you’re saved, you should have 

assurance as a believer and should strive for an even fuller assurance.   

i.  Consider WCF 18.  

(i)  “Although hypocrites and other unregenerate men may vainly deceive 

themselves with false hopes and carnal presumptions of being in the favour of 

God, and estate of salvation; which hope of theirs shall perish; yet such as truly 

believe in the Lord Jesus, and love Him in sincerity, endeavouring to walk in 

all good conscience before Him, may, in this life, be certainly assured that they 

are in the state of grace, and may rejoice in the hope of the glory of God; 

which hope shall never make them ashamed” (18.1).   

(ii)  “This certainty is not a bare conjectural and probable persuasion, grounded 

upon a fallible hope; but an infallible assurance of faith, founded upon the 

divine truth of the promises of salvation, the inward evidence of those graces 

unto which these promises are made, the testimony of the Spirit of adoption 

witnessing with our spirits that we are the children of God:  which Spirit is the 

earnest of our inheritance, whereby we are sealed to the day of redemption” 

(18.2).   

(iii)  “This infallible assurance doth not so belong to the essence of faith, but that 

a true believer may wait long, and conflict with many difficulties, before he be 

partaker of it:  yet, being enabled by the Spirit to know the things which are 

freely given him of God, he may, without extraordinary revelation, in the right 

use of ordinary means, attain thereunto.  And therefore it is the duty of 

everyone to give all diligence to make his calling and election sure; that 

thereby his heart may be enlarged in peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, in love 

and thankfulness to God, and in strength and cheerfulness in the duties of 

obedience, the proper fruits of this assurance: so far is it from inclining men to 

looseness” (18.3).   

(iv)  “True believers may have the assurance of their salvation divers ways 

shaken, diminished, and intermitted; as, by negligence in preserving of it; by 

falling into some special sin, which woundeth the conscience and grieveth the 

Spirit; by some sudden or vehement temptation; by God's withdrawing the 
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light of His countenance, and suffering even such as fear Him to walk in 

darkness, and to have no light:  yet are they never utterly destitute of that seed 

of God, and life of faith, that love of Christ and the brethren, that sincerity of 

heart and conscience of duty, out of which, by the operation of the Spirit, this 

assurance may, in due time, be revived; and by the which, in the mean time, 

they are supported from utter despair” (18.4).   

 

B.  But second, you also need to realize that it’s possible to have a false assurance.   

1.  As we’ve just seen in the WCF, not all assurance is born of the Holy Spirit.   

a.  Just because a person believes himself to be a believer doesn’t mean that He is.   

b.  The Pharisees seemed to believe that they were God’s favorites, they never 

doubted they were saints, they came boldly into God’s presence lifting up their 

eyes to thank God that they were not sinners as other men.   

c.  When Jesus said, “‘For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not 

see may see, and that those who see may become blind.  Those of the Pharisees 

who were with Him heard these things and said to Him, ‘We are not blind too, are 

we?’”  They really thought they weren’t.  But Jesus replied, “If you were blind, 

you would have no sin; but since you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains” (John 

9:39-41).   

 

2.  Unbelievers tend to have a very high opinion of themselves.   

a.  They are much more apt to believe the best rather than the worst.   

b.  Because of their overconfidence, they don’t call their salvation into question as 

the saints often do.   

c.  True believers, on the other hand, are very cautious about making a hasty 

judgment, because they don’t want to be self-deceived:  they understand 

something of how serious it is to have to appear before an infinitely holy, just and 

all-knowing Judge.   

d.  True believers also understand something of their ignorance and the deceitfulness 

of their own hearts, where hypocrites do not.   

e.  The devil doesn’t attack the assurance of the hypocrite as he does the true saint.  

He wants the hypocrite to remain deceived but desires to take away the hope of 

the saint.   

f.  And hypocrites don’t see their corruptions as believers do.  Believers often see 

their sins and wonder how their sins can be consistent with God’s grace in their 

hearts, while hypocrites cover over their sins, are blind to them, and wonder how 

they can be so good.   

g.  Both true believers and unbeliever can have assurance.   

(i)  That’s why you need to examine your hearts carefully to see whether or not 

your grace is genuine.   

(ii)  You will find a great deal of sin and hypocrisy.   

(iii)  But if you are a true believer, you will also find God’s grace.  


