
“Not All Affections Are Gracious, Part 3” 
(Matthew 3) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This evening, we’re continuing to look at how the affections can deceive us into 

thinking we’re genuine believers, when we’re not.   

a.  If we’re believers, we ought to have strong affections for the Lord.   

b.  But just because we have strong affections doesn’t mean we’re true believers.   

 

2.  For example, last week we saw:   

a.  That even though Scripture moves our hearts, or when our hearts are moved, 

Scriptures suggest itself to our minds, doesn’t mean we’re saved.   

(i)  Certainly, when we hear Scripture read, we should experience different 

affections:  such as love for the Lord, joy and hope in Him, humility over our 

sins, etc.   

(ii)  But just because we do doesn’t mean it’s because of genuine grace.   

(a)  We should be concerned if our hearts aren’t moved.   

(b)  But just because they are moved doesn’t mean the Spirit is working in a 

saving way:   

(1)  It could be His common work.   

(2)  Or it could be a deception of the enemy.   

 

(iii)  And just because affections come with passages of Scripture, doesn’t mean 

we’re saved.   

(a)  Sometimes the Spirit may work this way in our hearts:  we might be seeking 

the Lord for some time for something very important to us, then have Him 

come to us with comfort and guidance, bringing Scripture to mind to guide 

us.   

(b)  But it isn’t always the Spirit who does this.   

(1)  If Satan can suggest unholy thoughts to our minds, he can certainly 

suggest Scripture, as he did on two occasions with Christ in the 

wilderness.   

(2)  And if Satan can do this, certainly his demons can as well, and our 

corruption, because it shares the same sinful nature.   

(3)  The Spirit also does this as a part of His common work.   

(4)  The point is that if these things can be counterfeited by the enemy, and if 

the Spirit’s common work in this area can be mistaken for His saving 

work, we shouldn’t look to these things for our assurance.  

 

b.  We also saw that just because we seem to experience love at some level for the 

Father and the Son doesn’t mean that we have a gracious work of the Spirit in our 

souls.   
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(i)  As Christians, we should love the Lord very strongly, more than father, mother, 

husband, wife, children, possessions, life itself.   

(ii)  But not all love we experience is necessarily gracious love.   

(a)  Satan and our flesh will try to counterfeit that love.   

(b)  Because by doing so they will more likely destroy us.   

 

(iii)  The same could be said of the other affections.   

(a)  Whether we experience one or many doesn’t matter.   

(b)  Just as all true affections flow from a gracious love, so all counterfeit 

affections can flow from a counterfeit love.   

(c)  Those who saw Lazarus raised from the dead were affected by that event in 

many ways.  This also appears to be the case with the stony ground hearers.  

But they weren’t converted.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’ll consider one more way our affections can deceive us, and that is 

in the order in which we experience them.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  When we experience certain affections in a certain order, does that necessarily mean the 

Spirit is doing a saving work in our hearts?  More specifically, if we first experience the 

fear of the Lord and then experience His comfort, does that mean we’re saved?   

1.  Some would say we don’t need to experience conviction or fear at all.   

a.  They question the idea that you must experience something of the work of the law 

on your heart before you experience the relief of the Gospel, in other words, they 

question the principle that you must first be made aware of your danger through the 

Law, brought to fear the coming judgment, be humbled by your sins, brought to see 

your absolute helplessness, before you can experience the comfort the Gospel 

brings.   

b.  They believe the work of the Law isn’t really necessary to drive a person to the 

Savior, but that the love of God, or heaven, or some other more positive motivation 

might be used.   

 

2.  But doesn’t it seem reasonable to you that before God would deliver you from sin and 

its consequences, that he would first make you aware of your danger, so that when He 

does deliver you, you will realize what He has done for you?   

a.  There is a great deal of difference between being in a state of condemnation and in 

a state of justification.  Doesn’t it seem reasonable that God would give you some 

awareness of being in each?  That He would make you afraid of your danger, 

before He would give you some sense of relief when He delivers you from it in 

Christ?  That He would show you your need, before He would show you how fully 

Christ is able to meet that need?   

b.  This is, in fact, the way God deals with you.  He will show you your own 

helplessness and complete dependence on His power and grace, before He delivers 

you.   

c.  He certainly did this before He delivered His people from physical dangers.   
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(i)  Before the Lord delivered His people from Egypt, He first made them very 

aware of the bondage they were in (Ex. 2:23; 5:19).   

(ii)  Before He delivered them at the Red Sea, He first brought them to a place of 

hopelessness.  The Egyptians were in front of them, the Red Sea was behind 

them, and they could do nothing about their situation.   

(iii)  Before He brought them into a land of milk and honey, He first led them 

through the wilderness (Deu. 8:2, 16).   

(iv)  Before the woman with the issue of blood was brought to Christ and made 

well, she first struggled for twelve years and spent all she had on doctors (Luke 

8:43-44).   

(v)  Before Jesus answered the Syrophoenician woman’s request regarding her 

daughter, He first humbled her to the point where she recognized it would be 

purely an act of His grace and mercy to do so (Matt. 15:22).   

(vi)  The disciples on the Sea of Galilee first experienced a fierce storm before they 

cried out to Jesus and experienced the calm when He rebuked the wind and 

waves (Matt. 8:24-26).   

(vii)  Each of these picture a spiritual truth – the Lord brings us to a sense of our 

need, before He brings relief.   

 

c.  Consider some further examples that show us the same is true with regard to our 

sins – the Lord first humbles us with fear before He breaks through with His mercy:   

(i)  Joseph, who was a type of Christ, made his brothers think they were under 

God’s judgment and brought them to acknowledge their sins against him, before 

he revealed himself to them as their brother and savior.   

(ii)  The Lord often awakened His people before He brought comfort.   

(a)  He caused a deep sleep, darkness and horror to fall on Abraham before He 

comforted him with His gracious promises (Gen. 15:12-13).   

(b)  He appeared to Moses on Mount Sinai in fire, smoke and a voice like a 

trumpet blast (Ex. 19; Heb. 12:21), before He made all His goodness pass 

before him and proclaimed His name, “The Lord God, compassionate and 

gracious” (Ex. 34:6).   

(c)  He told Elijah to stand on a mountain before Him, and brought a strong 

wind, an earthquake, a fire, before he brought the sound of a gentle blowing 

in which the Lord spoke to him (1 Kings 19:11-13).   

 

(iii)  There are things in Scripture that more directly show us that this is how the 

Lord usually works in bringing someone to Himself:   

(a)  The king, who represented the Lord, first pronounced judgment on the 

servant who owed him ten thousand talents – requiring that he pay the debt 

and commanding him to be sold with his wife and children and payment to be 

made – to humble him and to bring him to admit his debt, before he allowed 

himself to be moved by the man’s plea and forgave him (Matt. 18).   

(b)  The prodigal son was humbled to the point where he was willing to confess 

his unworthiness, before the father restored him (Luke 15).   

(c)  God first made Adam and Eve afraid by His majesty and justice before He 

comforted them through the promised seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15).   
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(d)  Christians are said to be those “who have taken refuge,” who “take hold of 

the hope set before us” (Heb. 6:18).   

(e)  The word Gospel means good news, because it holds out to us the promise 

of deliverance from the fear of judgment.   

(f)  When John the Baptist came to prepare Christ’s way, he began by warning 

his hearers to flee from the wrath to come (Matt. 3:7).   

(g)  Most often, the Lord will make men concerned about their spiritual state 

before He brings relief.   

(h)  This is why you must first hear the Law and feel its condemnation before 

you will ever come to Christ to free you from that condemnation.   

(i)  This is also why when you tell others about Christ, you must use the Law to 

help them see their need for Him before they will ever be ready to receive the 

Gospel.   

 

B.  On the other hand, just because you experience comfort after some degree of conviction, 

doesn’t mean that what you’re experiencing is gracious.  Why?   

1.  First, if the devil can counterfeit all the saving graces of the Spirit, he can also 

counterfeit those things the Spirit uses to prepare us for grace – false convictions and 

fears – and those He brings once He has saved us – such as comfort.   

a.  King Saul, who was full of pride and very wicked, when he was brought under 

conviction, fell down and wept before David, saying, “You are more righteous than 

I; for you have dealt well with me, while I have dealt wickedly with you” (1 Sam. 

24:16-17), and, “I have sinned.  Return, my son David, for I will not harm you 

again because my life was precious in your sight this day.  Behold, I have played 

the fool and have committed a serious error” (26:21).   

b.  And yet, not only did Saul have nothing of the Spirit, he had an evil spirit that was 

plaguing him from the Lord.   

 

2.  Second, Satan can also counterfeit the order of these things to make them match those 

of the Spirit.   

a.  If he can counterfeit both gracious and preparatory works of the Spirit, he can also 

arrange them however he likes.   

b.  Though he can’t perfectly imitate the nature of the Spirit’s work, he can imitate 

their order.   

 

3.  Third, though God brings conviction before He brings comfort, He doesn’t tell us 

anywhere in Scripture that if we experience these things in this order that we’re 

definitely saved.   

4.  Finally, experience shows us that there have been many who have been concerned 

about the state of their souls, who have even gone forward at evangelistic meetings, 

who have prayer to receive Jesus and who have believed themselves to be saved, who 

return to the way they were before in a short time.   

5.  You must be concerned about the state of your soul before you will ever come to Jesus 

and experience His comfort; but just because you have experienced these things in this 

particular order doesn’t mean you’re a true believer.  Amen.   


