
 

“Noah and the Flood” 
(Genesis 5:25-8:19) 

 
 
 

 Lately, I have been using a story or an illustration to begin each sermon so that we can 
see the main point more easily.  This evening, I would like to do something a little different.  I 
want our text to be the opening story, because it is the illustration of the doctrines we are going 
to look at.  So would you please listen carefully as I read from Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 8:19.  
(read)   
 This evening, I want us to see two things from this passage:  God’s judgment on the 
wicked and His salvation of the righteous, not only in the past, but also as a picture of the future, 
when Messiah would come and crush the head of the serpent.  Since these two things are really 
tied together in the things we will be looking at, I will deal with them together.   
 From what we saw last time in Genesis, the world was growing increasingly dark.  The 
covenant people of God were marrying into the ungodly line of Seth and were in danger of being 
lost altogether.  The world seemed to be given almost entirely over to Satan.  God looked at the 
world and saw that it was corrupt, and that the earth was filled with violence, violence that in all 
likelihood was directed mainly against God’s church.  It’s very likely that the giants who were 
born, those men of renown who did great exploits, were also doing them against the church.  
There was an ongoing struggle between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman.  
Satan was trying to swallow up the church.  He had turned virtually the whole world against it.  
Peter tells us that during this time Noah preached against their wickedness (2 Pet. 2:5), but his 
preaching had little positive effect.  It wasn’t bringing any of them to repentance and faith.  It 
wasn’t that it didn’t have any effect.  Preaching always does.  It either makes the heart softer or 
harder, depending on God’s will.  Apparently, it was the Lord’s will that their hearts become 
harder, even though His Spirit had been striving with them for nearly 120 years.  The church was 
now virtually limited to one family -- the family of Noah.  At this time there were only two who 
were left in his more extended family:  Methuselah and his son Lamech, the father of Noah.  But 
they would both die before the Flood.  Lamech, the father of Noah, had a very short life 
compared to the others.  He would only live to be 777 years old, which means that he would die 
five years before the Flood.  Methuselah, the father of Lamech, the oldest living man in history, 
would die the year the flood came.  It’s interesting that Methuselah’s name means “man of the 
dart,” or “man of the sending or that which is sent.”  Some have translated it “when he is dead, it 
shall be sent.”  It could be that his name was a warning to the people of that day that when he 
died, God would send His judgment.  This is certainly possible.  If that’s true, then the fact that 
Methuselah was the oldest man who ever lived is a testimony to the patience of God.   
 But the point to see here is that church had become very small.  If Noah and his 
household had not been saved, the godly line from which the Messiah was to come would have 
been wiped out forever.  This is why the Lord brought the Flood.  The Flood is really an act of 
redemption.  God saved Noah and his family through it.  But it is also a part of the History of 
God’s plan of Redemption, for if the Lord hadn’t sent the flood, the Messiah would not have 
been born.   
 And so the Lord ordered Noah to build the ark to save his family.  He told him to make it 
out of gopher wood -- which was most likely cypress wood --, and to cover it with enough pitch 
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to make it waterproof.  It had to be large enough to hold Noah, his family, a male and female of 
every unclean animal, seven of every clean animal, and enough food and water to see them all 
through the journey, since the flood would be worldwide. -- Several questions could be raised at 
this point, which I won’t have time to deal with now.  So after the series on the Reformation 
Solas are over, I’ll do one sermon dealing with some of the apologetic issues that the ark and the 
flood raise.  But to continue -- Noah built the ark, with the help of his sons; stocked it with food; 
and then, with the Lord’s help, gathered the animals into the ark.  Then the Lord sent the Flood.  
Water burst forth from the depths of the earth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened as 
the rain poured down from the sky for forty days and forty nights.  The water became so deep 
that it covered all the high mountains of the earth to a depth of about fifteen cubits, or about 25 
feet.  Every living creature that was outside of the ark, in which was the breath of life, died -- all 
men, women and children, animals, birds and insects.  They were all destroyed.  After 150 days, 
the waters began to recede.  Eventually the land dried out and the plants began to grow again.  
And then one year and 10 days after the Flood came (according to the Jewish calendar), Noah 
and his family came out of the ark into the new world.  Of course, this wasn’t the end of the 
world’s problems because sin had stowed away on the ark in the heart of Noah and his family.  
But the crisis was now over.  The church had been saved.  God’s plan of redemption could move 
forward.   
 Now there are several things we can learn from this account of Noah and the Flood.  The 
first thing is that wickedness provokes God to judgment.  Paul writes, “For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth 
in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18).  The idea is that God’s wrath is constantly being revealed.  
God destroyed the world back then because of their wickedness, and even though He has 
promised that He will never destroy it again with a flood, or destroy it entirely until Christ 
returns at the last day, He still actively pours out His judgment on men as individuals and on 
nations for their sin today.  Christ is Lord of the nations, and He rules them with a rod of iron 
(Ps. 2:9; Rev. 2:27; 12:5; 19:15).  He raises up nations when He wills, and destroys nations for 
their sins when He wills.  This should encourage us to continue to pray for the repentance of this 
nation.  God is just.  He can and will punish our nation for her sins.  And just as in her welfare, 
we will have welfare, as the Lord said through Jeremiah (Jer. 29:7), so also in her judgment we 
will suffer.   
 The second thing we see here is that, even though God brings judgment, He is faithful to 
preserve His people.  God destroyed the world, but He didn’t destroy His people.  He saved 
Noah and his family, the same family through which Messiah would come.  In doing this, He 
also saved His church, His mystical body, for Noah and his family were the only ones in 
covenant with Him at that time.  When God brings judgment, He generally brings His people to 
safety first.  Even though His children will sometimes suffer -- just as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah were also taken into captivity with Judah (Dan. 1:6)--, yet they will not suffer like 
the ungodly.  And if they should die, their death is not the same.  It isn’t judgment.  God 
sometimes takes His children to heaven, so that they won’t have to see the evil that He is 
bringing upon His enemies.  Isaiah writes, “The righteous man perishes, and no man takes it to 
heart; and devout men are taken away, while no one understands.  For the righteous man is taken 
away from evil, he enters into peace; they rest in their [final resting places, biers], each one who 
walked in his upright way. (Isa. 57:1-2).  It’s good to know that even though we have earned 
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God’s wrath through our own works, yet our Lord Jesus took that wrath for us and set us free 
from it forever.  We no longer need to fear, only to trust.  And if we should die in God’s 
judgment, it is not because of His wrath, but because of His love.  It’s time for us to go home.   
 But there are also several pictures of Christ’s work in the ark and the Flood.  For one 
thing, the Flood is a picture of Christ striking down His enemy, the devil.  The devil was 
threatening the seed of the woman -- Christ’s people -- through his seed, to the point where they 
were almost entirely destroyed.  But Christ struck back against the serpent by sending the flood.  
The flood destroyed the seed of the serpent, while at the same time, it saved the seed of the 
woman.  This was really the first fulfillment of the seed of the woman crushing the head of the 
serpent.   
 The flood is also a picture of the coming final judgment.  The Bible tells us that just 
before the Lord returns, the nations which are in the four corners of the earth will gather 
themselves together and surround the church, threatening to destroy it.  But as things begin to 
look hopeless, fire will come down from heaven and destroy them all (Rev. 20:8-9).  The Lord 
often brought His people to the end of their own resources before He delivered them.  When He 
brought the people out of Egypt, He led them to the shore of the Red Sea.  When they saw 
Pharaoh and his army coming after them, they thought that all was lost.  But it was then that the 
Lord opened the Sea and brought them safely through, and then drowned the Egyptians (Exod. 
14:10-14).  In Noah’s day, it looked like the church was finished.  But just when things were at 
their darkest, God destroyed all of His enemies with one blow.  By drowning His enemies, God 
cleansed the earth, so that He could give it back to Noah and his family.  He did the same thing 
at the Conquest of Canaan.  God wanted Joshua and his troops to kill all the inhabitants of land 
to cleanse it, before He gave it to His children.  One day, the Lord will cleanse the world again 
with fire, so that He can give it to His church, as their everlasting possession.  The psalmist 
writes, “For evildoers will be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord, they will inherit the land.  
Yet a little while and the wicked man will be no more; and you will look carefully for his place, 
and he will not be there.  But the humble will inherit the land, and will delight themselves in 
abundant prosperity” (Psalm 37:9-11).  The Flood is a picture of that final cleansing, when the 
Lord will give the new earth to His people once and for all through Christ.   
 The way God saved them was also a picture of how He saves us in Christ.  God used the 
waters of the Flood to wash away the wicked and to cleanse the earth.  In order to save us, God 
ordered that the blood of Christ be shed that it might wash away our sins.  This cleansing by the 
blood of Christ is represented to us in baptism.  Peter tells us that baptism represents the same 
thing the Flood represented.  Listen to what he writes in 1 Peter 3:18-21, “For Christ also died 
for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been 
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; in which also He went and made 
proclamation to the spirits now in prison, who once were disobedient, when the patience of God 
kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through the water.  And corresponding to that, baptism now saves 
you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  The water of the Flood washed away the filth of the 
world, even as the blood of Christ washes away the filth of sin from the believer.  The water that 
delivered Noah and his family from their enemies, is a type of the blood of Christ that delivers 
God’s people from their sins, which are by far their worst enemies.  And just as the water rose 
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higher and higher until it covered all the high mountains under heaven, even so the blood of 
Christ is able to cover even the highest mountains of our sins.   
 I don’t think I need to tell you that the ark itself was also a picture of Christ, for just as 
Noah and his family fled for refuge in the ark when they were threatened by the waters of God’s 
judgment and were kept safe from it in the ark, even so all who will flee for safety in Christ will 
be saved from the flood of His judgment on that final day when His wrath will be poured out on 
all His enemies.   
 The things we see in this story of Noah and the Flood are really the main point of the 
whole Bible, isn’t it?  God promises that He will destroy our enemies and His, protect us, and 
wash away our sins, if we will flee for refuge in His Son -- if we will believe in Him, trust in 
Him, turn from all our sins, and live the life He calls us to live.  The reason why our Lord has 
given us His Word and revealed these things to us by His Spirit was so that we would.  May He 
then grant to each one of here this evening a true and living faith, so that we may each lay hold 
of Him and find deliverance from that coming day of His wrath.  Amen.   


