
 

“That No Man Should Boast Before God” 
(1 Corinthians 1:29-31) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Have you ever wondered why God chose the way to save us that He did?  Why 
did God allow man to go his way into sin in the first place?  Why after the Fall did God save 
man the way that He did, by sending His Son into the world to become a man and to die on the 
cross for our sins?  Why did God ordain that salvation should be by grace through faith alone in 
Christ, and not by our works?  Why did He determine that the message of salvation should come 
to us by way of preaching and not by writing it in the book of nature?  Why is it that even the 
desire to obey God and to embrace His Christ must be given to us by God?  The simple answer 
is so that no one may boast before God.  In the matter of salvation, there is no room for the 
creature to boast of anything.  God has orchestrated it all so that it might depend entirely upon 
Him and Him alone, so that He might receive all the glory for it.  This is why He created us and 
all things in the first place, for His own glory.  This is what we will see in our text this morning.   
 The people of Corinth lived in an area of the world where human wisdom was highly 
valued.  Notice Paul says in verse 22, “The Greeks search for wisdom.”  Corinth was not far 
from Athens, which for many ages had been the seat of philosophy and learning.  And yet, in 
spite of all of their superior “knowledge,” Paul tells us that they were not able to find God, that 
which is the most practical and beneficial of all knowledge.  To know God is to have eternal 
life.  To be a stranger to Him is to be forever plunged into ruin.  Now this is not to say that they 
knew nothing of God.  They were aware of His existence, as Paul tells us in Romans 1:20, “For 
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature 
have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are 
without excuse.”  They knew what may be known of God through His creation.  They knew, 
for instance, that God is infinite, because His creation is.  They knew that He is eternal, for it is 
impossible for there to be a time when nothing existed.  They knew that there was no limit to 
His power, for such an infinite Being could not be limited in any way.  They knew that He is 
personal and moral, for some of His creatures are such, and that which is greater cannot come 
from that which is lesser.  And they knew that He is both kind and angry, for in the world they 
saw a mixture of the greatest benevolences such as food, clothing, shelter, family and friends, 
and the greatest displays of His anger in such things as hurricanes, tornadoes, disease and 
sickness.  These are just some of the things all men since the creation of the world could see of 
God.  Paul says that they were enough to leave them without excuse.  But as to how they could 
come into a personal relationship with God, to really “know” Him, nature did not reveal.  They 
needed more.   
 But this more, God was pleased to reveal to them, not through the wisdom of man, but 
through that which they thought to be foolishness.  Look at our text.  “God has chosen the 
foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the 
world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the 
despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are” 
(1 Cor. 1:27-28).  And the reason why He did this is given in the next verse, “That no man 
should boast before God” (v. 29).  Notice, first, that it is God’s intention that man should not 
glory in himself, but in God alone.  And notice, secondly, how He attains this goal, by making 
us absolutely dependent upon Him for our salvation.     
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 Salvation is from God, from the Triune God.  It is found in no one else.  Paul tells us 
that it comes from Christ, who became the source of that salvation, “who became to us wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.”  Everything that fallen 
man needs is found in Christ.  The wisdom which the Greeks so admired, the true and excellent 
understanding of the mind, is found only in Him.  That righteousness which we need, that 
perfect record of Law-keeping and that cleasing from our sins which is necessary to be made 
acceptable to God and which makes us legally just before Him and heirs of heaven, is in Christ.  
That sanctification, that love and holiness, which is the forming of His nature within us and 
which prepares us to dwell in that world of perfect beauty, holiness and love, called heaven, is in 
Christ.  And that redemption, which releases us from all of our misery in this world and the 
eternal misery in the world to come, which gives to us all blessedness, peace and joy, all of these 
are found in Christ alone.  Secondly, he says salvation comes from the Father, who is the One 
who sent His Son to save us.  Christ is “from God.”  And thirdly, he shows us our total reliance 
on Him by the fact that He is the One who sovereignly bestows this gift on those whom He has 
chosen, “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus.”  In short, all of our good comes from the 
blessed Triune God, and we are dependent upon Him for it.  We are dependent upon Christ for 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption.  We are dependent on the Father for 
sending the Son and for making Him these things for us.  And we are dependent upon the Holy 
Spirit for the application of  this salvation, for it is by Him that we are baptized into the body of 
Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).  This dependence on God is what we will see in more detail this morning, 
where Paul tells us that,  
 

 God is glorified in the work of salvation by the fact that you must utterly  rely 
upon Him for it.   
 

I.  First of All, You Are Absolutely Dependent Upon God for Your Salvation.   
A.  You Who Are Christians Here This Morning Must Realize that God Is the Author  of 

Your Salvation.   
1.  All of the good that you have is “from God.”   

a.  God is the source, or the fountainhead of all of your blessings.   
b.  It is God who has provided a Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ.    
c.  Christ, who came to work out our salvation, is Himself God.  The Father gives the 

Son, the Son earns salvation, and the Father accepts the price He pays.     
d.  God is also the One who sovereignly bestows this gift on whomever He wills.    

He gives the gift of faith.  Paul writes, “For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8).   

e.  And once giving us the faith to trust in Christ for salvation, God also gives us all of 
the benefits of our union with Christ:  pardon from sin, justification, and deliverance 
from hell.     

f.  He cleanses us from our filthiness.   
g.  He places His Holy Spirit in us to work the most precious fruit of holiness and love 

in our souls.   
i.  He gives us the means of grace to feed our souls.   
j.  And He blesses those means to that end.   
k.  God is the source of all of our blessings.  He is the source of all grace, or unmerited 

favor.   
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2.  God is further seen to be the One who saved you by actually converting you by His 

power.     
a.  He, by His mighty power, raised you from the dead.  Paul writes that “you were 

also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from 
the dead” (Col. 2:12).   

b.  You were created again in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:10), and now you are a new creature 
in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17).   

c.  And it is by this power that you will forever be kept in the grace of God.  Peter 
writes that you “are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5).   

d.  God is the author of your salvation, He is the One who gives you grace, and He is 
One who continually exerts His power to protect you and to keep you until the day of 
Christ’s coming.  Your ultimate salvation depends entirely on Him.   
 

3.  Let us back up for a moment to view what God has done a little closer, to see the 
limitless value of this gift of His, that you and I might better understand what He has 
given us.     
a.  God has given us Christ.  This is a gift of infinite value, for Christ is Himself very 

God of very God.  He is a person of infinite worth.   
b.  He is also nfinitely valuable because of what He means to the Father.  The Father 

loves Him with a love which is unbounded.   
c.  This grace is also seen to be without measure when we consider what it was that we 

had actually earned through our own works.  We had merited hell and damnation in 
the eyes of God for our sinful deeds, and this for all time and eternity.  We were 
sentenced to endless suffering.   

d.  But the grace of God shines all the brighter through this.  For although this  was 
our just due, God has given to us an infinite reward, and an eternity of endless joy, 
peace and love through Christ.   

e.  And this He gave to us freely.  There was nothing that we could have done to 
compel Him.  He could have rejected all of us as He did the fallen angels.   

f.  But yet the Bible tells us that while we were yet His enemies, He sent His Son to 
redeem us (Rom. 5:10), even before we had so much as repented of our sins!   

g.  He gave us this gift by His mere free grace, knowing that we did not deserve it, and 
knowing that we would never be able to pay Him anything in return.   
 

B.  Secondly, Your Salvation Is also through God, or through the Mediation of Christ.   
1.  Your redemption is from God, for He is the source.   
2.  But it is also true that it is through God, for it comes through the mediation of the 

God-man, Christ Jesus.   
3.  God is the One who purchased salvation for us through His Son, and He is the price 

itself, the medium through which our salvation comes, for Christ is God.   
4.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “He offered up Himself” (7:27), and “He has been 

manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (9:26).   
5.  It was His human nature that was offered up for us.  But the person was divine, and 

therefore of infinite value.   
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6.  We are saved through the righteousness of Christ.  “He made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 
5:21).   
 

C.  And thirdly, your salvation is in God, that is, in Him personally.   
1.  He is salvation.  Salvation is to have Him as our own.   

a.  This is what Jesus meant when He said, “And this is eternal life, that they may 
know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent” (John 
17:3).     

b.  God is the highest good, the sum of all good.  Personal fellowship with Him is 
what Christ has purchased for us.   

c.  Jonathan Edwards wrote, “God is the inheritance of the saints; he is the portion of 
their souls.  God is their wealth and treasure, their food, their life, their dwelling 
place, their ornament and diadem, and their everlasting honor and glory.  They have 
none in heaven but God; he is the great good which the redeemed are received to at 
death, and which they are to rise to at the end of the world.  The Lord God is the 
light of the heavenly Jerusalem; and is the ‘river of the water of life’ that runs, and 
‘the tree of life that grows, in the midst of the paradise of God.’  The glorious 
excellencies and beauty of God will be what will for ever entertain the minds of the 
saints, and the love of God will be their everlasting feast.  The redeemed will indeed 
enjoy other things; they will enjoy the angels, and will enjoy one another:  but that 
which they shall enjoy in the angels, or each other, or in any thing else whatsoever 
that will yield delight and happiness, will be what shall be seen of God in them” 
(God Glorified 2:5).   
 

2.  But not only is God the good that we will possess, He is also the good which is within 
us.     
a.  God puts His own beauty, He impresses His own likeness, upon our souls in 

salvation.  Peter writes, “He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine 
nature” (2 Peter 1:4).   

b.  And this He gives us by the Spirit, whom He has made to dwell in us, and who was 
purchased for us by Christ.  Jesus said, “But whoever drinks of the water that I 
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become 
in him a well of water springing up to eternal life” (John 4:14 ).   

c.  And again, "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost 
being shall flow rivers of living water.'"  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:38-39).  

d.  And this Spirit, who is the author of those excellencies and pleasures which the 
saints enjoy, is Himself also God.   

e.  So God is the Redeemer and the price of our redemption; and He is also the good 
which is purchased.   

f.  And so we see what the apostle Paul means, where he says, “For from Him and 
through Him and to Him [or in Him] are all things.  To Him be the glory 
forever.  Amen” (Rom. 11:36).   
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g.  God is the source of all good.   
(i)  He is source of all good to all men, in that He gives them everything that they 

have to enjoy.  Jesus said, “For He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men” 
(Luke 6:35).   

(ii  But He is especially the source of those eternal pleasures which are stored up for 
the redeemed in heaven.   

 
II.  From What Has Been Said It Should Be Obvious that There Is No Area in Which Man May 

Boast Before God.  And That Is Especially True in the Area of Salvation.   
A.  And God Has Done It This Way Because He Knows that the More that You Are 

Dependent Upon Him for It, the More You Will Take Notice of Him.     
1.  The more that you depend on His power and grace, the more you will recognize Him 

for it.   
2.  The more you depend upon His holiness and divine perfections, so much the more will 

you see the divine glory of them.   
3.  That which concerns us the most, will be that which we pay the greatest attention to.  

If something is not important to us, we won’t think very much about it.   
4.  But we have the greatest reason to pay attention to God in the work of salvation, for we 

absolutely depend on Him for it.    How ungrateful would it be for us not even to 
acknowledge this.   

 
B.  When You Realize that You Are Nothing, and That God Is Everything, Then God Is 

Glorified.   
1.  If you think that you are something, that you have something with which to boast 

before God, then you are not giving Him that which is His due.   
2.  You will only exalt Him in proportion to what you believe you are dependent upon 

Him for.   
a.  The more you exalt yourself, the less you will exalt God.   
b.  The more you abase yourself, the more you will exalt Him.   
c.  But what God is showing to us here is that we ought to be infinitely abased, and He 

infinitely exalted.   
d.  And this He does so that He might have our whole and undivided respect.   
e.  In this we see the wisdom of God, who makes man’s tragic fall into sin the occasion 

for the advancement of His own glory.  “So that in all things God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever 
and ever.  Amen” (1 Peter 4:11).   

 
III.  Application.   

A.  First, If You Are In Christ This Morning Through Faith in Him, God Wants You to 
Realize that Your Salvation Is All of Him and to Give Him All the Glory.   
1.  God will not give His glory to another.  He has ordained salvation in such a way that 

no man should boast!   
2.  Will you hold back any of the credit which is His due?  Will you say, “I have saved 

myself?”  Will you say, “God has done His part, and I have done mine?”  Or will 
you say, “God has done it all.  To Him be all the glory both now and forever!”   

3.  You may not even take the credit to yourself of believing on Him.  You would not 
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have been able to trust in Him if it had not been given to you from above.  Salvation is 
from first to last of the Lord.  “’Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit’, 
says the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6).   

4.  Do not take away from His glory.  Paul writes, “Where then is boasting?  It is 
excluded” (Rom. 3:27).  “What do you have that you did not receive?  But if you 
did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?” (1 Cor. 4:7).  You 
may not take credit for any good thing that you have, especially when it comes to 
salvation.  Give all the glory to God!   

 
B.  And Second, If You Are Not a Christian This Morning, This Points You Entirely to the 

Only One Who Can Save You.   
1.  You cannot save yourself.  Your works will never pass the righteous judgment of God.  

Isaiah writes, “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have 
taken us away” (Isaiah 64:6).   

2.  The Bible says that you cannot do anything good in the sight of God.  Paul writes, 
“There is none righteous, not even one.  There is none who understands, there is 
none who seeks for God; all have turned aside, together they have become useless; 
there is none who does good, there is not even one” (Rom. 3:10-12).   

3.  So then, how can one who is unable to do anything pleasing to God ever hope to please 
Him by coming to Him?  Jesus says, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. . . . Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:3, 
5).  You must be born again!   

4.  Now you might ask along with Nicodemas, to whom Jesus addressed these words, 
“How can a man be born when he is old?  He cannot enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born, can he?” (v. 4).   

5.  The answer is that, just as you could not cause yourself to be born the first time, neither 
can you the second.  “It is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8).  You must come to God and 
ask Him to change your heart.  You must ask Him to give you the ability to trust in 
Christ to save you.  You cannot do it yourself.  “Those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God” (Rom. 8:8).   

6.  One thing is certain, if you do not come to Christ, who is the only way of salvation 
which the God of all Creation has made, you will certainly perish.  But if you come to 
Him, He may have mercy on you.   

7.  Won’t you come to Him now?  Won’t you throw yourself on His mercy, recognizing 
that salvation is from first to last of Him?  Won’t you come to Christ and find life?  
May God grant you the grace to see and believe and to take hold of Christ, that you may 
not perish, but have everlasting life!  Amen.   

 
III.  Applications.   

A.  First, It Should Be Noted that Those Teachings of Men Concerning Salvation, that Places 
Any of the Credit Upon Man, Are By This Refuted.   
1.  Those who teach that man can save himself by his own good works destroy what God 

has ordained to glorify His own grace.   
a.  But if man could save himself, then God has done all of this for nothing.   
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b.  He made His Son to suffer the cruel death of the cross for nothing.   
c.  No.  God made His Son to suffer because it was necessary.  Man could not save 

himself by his own works.   
d.  Paul writes, “For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then 

righteousness would indeed have been based on law” (Gal. 3:21), “I do not nullify 
the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died 
needlessly” (2:21).   

e.  The reason why our own works will not suffice is because they are woefully 
inadequate.  “   

 
2.  Those teachings which give man any of the credit, cannot be true.   

a.  If any of it depended on us or on our works in any way, then God would not receive 
all of the glory.  There would be some room for man to boast.   

b.  Those schemes, therefore, which teach that man can believe by himself, apart from 
the grace of God, cannot be true.   

c.  Man is dead in his trespasses and sin, and completely and wholly adverse to the 
things of God, until God the Spirit quickens him to life.   

d.  God is the One who plans salvation, He is the One who purchases salvation, He is 
also the One who applies His salvation to those whom He wills.   

e.  If you think that man is saved by his own ability to believe in Christ, then you must 
thing again.   

f.  If you are trusting in yourself this morning for your salvation, then you must turn 
from your self-reliance to a God-ward one.   

g.  He is the only One who can change your heart.  He is the only One who can make 
you willing to come to Him and close with Him for salvation.   

h.  By nature, you will never seek God.  You hate Him.  He is holy and just and 
righteous, and you are foul and polluted and corrupted.   

i.  You might not think that you are, but the fact that you will not look at the glory of 
God in Christ in the face, betrays the fact that you love darkness and hate the light, 
otherwise you would come to the light.   

j.  You must ask God to change your heart.  You must ask Him to give you a love for 
that which you hate.  You must ask Him to give you the gift of faith.   

 
B.  Here as well, We Learn Why Salvation Is By Grace Through Faith.   

1.  To be saved, you must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and turn from your sins.  But 
why?   

2.  Paul says, “For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace” 
(Rom. 4:16).   

3.  There is in faith an acknowledgement of our absolute dependance upon God.   
4.  Faith is that which looks entirely away from self to God alone to justify.   
5.  Works look to self, and to our own abilities to live up to His righteous standards.   
6.  Faith humbles man and exalts God.   
7.  It is necessary, in order for a faith to be saving, that a man be aware that he is 

“wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:17).   
8.  Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a 

child shall not enter it at all” (Mark 10:15).   
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9.  It is the delight of the believing soul to humble itself and to exalt God, even as the 
psalmist wrote, “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Thy name give glory because of 
Thy lovingkindness, because of Thy truth” (Ps. 115:1).   

 
C.  Won’t You Turn to the Lord This Morning in Faith and Give Him the Glory?   

1.  Do you have the hope this morning that you are converted, and that your sins are 
forgiven, that you are a child of the Father, and an heir of everlasting life?  Give God 
all the glory.  He is the only One who causes you to differ from the unbeliever and the 
miserable who are in hell.   

2.  Do you have a strong hope and encouragement that you are in a state of grace?  Do 
not exalt yourself, but humble yourself and reflect upon your own unworthiness to 
receive such a blessing.   

3.  Have you grown in a great measure toward Christ likeness and are rich in good works?  
Do not take the glory to yourself, but give it all to Him whose “workmanship we are, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works” (Eph. 2:10; Edwards 2:7).  Amen.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
Paul Writes in Romans 11:36, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  

To Him by the glory forever.  Amen.”   
 


