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No Longer Any Sea 
 
Purpose: Using Scriptures referring to the sea, to encourage believers that 
God is in control of the problems they face in life and that one day they will 
cease.  On the same basis, to challenge unbelievers to be reconciled to God. 

1. Introduction 
Often think of the sea as beautiful 
Seascapes, sun sparkling on the water 
Restful sound of waves crashing on a beach 
Boys & girls – do you like to play on the beach? 
But there is another side to the sea that we are less familiar with 
Brought home to us in the recent tsunami 
“First a seething mass of broiling water crowned by a white 
crest came round the shore from one direction. Seconds later 
another white wall rounded the other side of the island, the 
waves surging towards each other. This was the first wave and 
it sent speedboats flying across the tops of the waves like 
matchsticks. The wave left as suddenly as it came.” 
The Jews were very familiar with this aspect of the sea 
Their main word for sea meant “roar” and “west” 
To them, it was an uncertain, unpredictable, powerful thing 
They were not seafaring people 
A symbol of many of the troubles they faced in life 
It’s worth reflecting on this viewpoint of the sea this morning 
We face similar difficulties as the people of God as they did 
We will want to see how image of the sea is used in Scripture 
What comfort the Jews were given  

2. A Biblical Seascape 
How is the sea used as a picture in the Bible? 

2.1. A picture of the enemies of believers 
In several places the sea pictures the wicked 
These are enemies of God and oppress His people  
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Rumble, rush and roar like the sea as they threaten God’ people 
Isaiah 17:12 Alas, the uproar of many peoples Who roar like the 
roaring of the seas, And the rumbling of nations Who rush on like the 
rumbling of mighty waters! 13 The nations rumble on like the rumbling 
of many waters,  

Tossing up filth from within 
Isaiah 57:20 But the wicked are like the tossing sea, For it cannot be 
quiet, And its waters toss up refuse and mud. 21 “There is no peace,” 
says my God, “for the wicked.”  

They are even found in the church, casting up their shame 
Jude 1:12 These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love 
feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; 
clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without 
fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up their 
own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness 
has been reserved forever.  

Pictured as the source of evil spiritual forces 
Daniel 7:2 Daniel said, “I was looking in my vision by night, and 
behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 
“And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from 
one another.  

Believer, are you sailing this sea this morning?  Oppression? 
Being attacked by the enemies of God? Persecuted, oppressed? 

2.2. A picture of restlessness and instability 
The sea never comes to rest  
Things that have no anchor are tossed around at mercy of waves 
This pictures our situation if not grounded in sound doctrine  

Ephesians 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;  

Or if we are full of doubt 
James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to 
him. 6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who 
doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  

Is this your sea today? Doubt and vulnerability? 
Restless, lacking peace you once knew 
Feel driven about, having no firm anchor for your faith? 

2.3. A picture of affliction and discipline 
Sea also an image of the affliction and discipline of the believer 

Psalm 42:6 O my God, my soul is in despair within me; Therefore I 
remember You from the land of the Jordan And the peaks of Hermon, 
from Mount Mizar. 7 Deep calls to deep at the sound of Your 
waterfalls; All Your breakers and Your waves have rolled over me. 8 
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The LORD will command His lovingkindness in the daytime; And His 
song will be with me in the night, A prayer to the God of my life.  

We can know waves & breakers of affliction crashing over us 
Lamentations 2:13 How shall I admonish you? To what shall I 
compare you, O daughter of Jerusalem? To what shall I liken you as I 
comfort you, O virgin daughter of Zion? For your ruin is as vast as the 
sea; Who can heal you?  

The depths of the sea are compared with Sheol 
Jonah 2:2 and he said, “I called out of my distress to the Lord, And 
He answered me. I cried for help from the depth of Sheol; You heard 
my voice. 3 “For You had cast me into the deep, Into the heart of the 
seas, And the current engulfed me. All Your breakers and billows 
passed over me.  

Here is Jonah, a believer on a path of disobedience 
The Lord intervenes and for a while 
Jonah is disciplined and for a while, he feels lost 
Believer –experiencing the waves and breakers this morning? 
Sailing a sea of affliction, (maybe sickness)? 
Drowning in an ocean of  discipline? 
Maybe even to the point of feeling lost – doubting salvation 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
Brief review - can you understand the Jewish view of the sea? 
Distrust, dislike, fear 
Picturing the enemies of God –enemies who oppressed them 
Both in this world and in the spiritual realm 
casting up filth from within 
A Vast, restless, noisy thing 
Powerful, malevolent, uncertain, capricious 
Destroying and engulfing.   
An image for hard, sad and tragic experiences in their lives  
 
I know lots of us are sailing these seas this morning. 
Work through the directory and it is clear! 
Seas of Oppression, of Restlessness, of Affliction, of Doubt, 
perhaps even of Lostness 
What a sad message if it had to end here! 
Our situations in this world pictured by the sea  
And no-one or nothing to help us 
But there is more to the message today! (Praise God!) 
There is a word of comfort for us who are on these oceans: 
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3. Our God Rules the Waves! 

3.1. He sets limits to the sea 
One of several verses: 

Jeremiah 5:22 ‘Do you not fear Me?’ declares the LORD. ‘Do you not 
tremble in My presence? For I have placed the sand as a boundary for 
the sea, An eternal decree, so it cannot cross over it. Though the 
waves toss, yet they cannot prevail; Though they roar, yet they cannot 
cross over it.  

Believer, here is a word for you 
God limits the troublesome sea! 
He sets boundaries it cannot exceed – though it is powerful 
In view of what we have seen, can’t we see a picture here? 
As with Job – a limit to his trial – Satan bound 
“Thus far, and no further!” 
He will not allow us to be tempted beyond our endurance 
He will not permit us to be harmed if we are his children 
Where we have enemies, afflictions, doubts, difficulties  
He controls them 
No matter what your troubles are, He sets their limits! 
The flame will not hurt thee, I only design thy dross to consume 
and thy gold to refine 

3.2. He Tramples on the waters! 
He is master over the sea and all it stands for 

Job 9:8 Who alone stretches out the heavens And tramples down the 
waves of the sea;  
John 6:18 The sea began to be stirred up because a strong wind was 
blowing. 19 Then, when they had rowed about three or four miles, 
they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near to the boat; and 
they were frightened.  

He has it under His feet – all your trials and problems 
Believer – look at your Lord, standing on the waves! 
Is He master of your circumstances?  Trust Him! 

3.3. He stills the sea’s noise and restlessness 
No ocean, whether real or figurative, is a match for Him! 

Psalm 65:5 By awesome deeds You answer us in righteousness, O 
God of our salvation, You who are the trust of all the ends of the earth 
and of the farthest sea; 6 Who establishes the mountains by His 
strength, Being girded with might; 7 Who stills the roaring of the seas, 
The roaring of their waves, And the tumult of the peoples.  
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Psalm 89:9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, 
You still them.  
Psalm 107:29 He caused the storm to be still, So that the waves of 
the sea were hushed.  
Matthew 8:26 He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you men of little 
faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it 
became perfectly calm. 27 The men were amazed, and said, “What 
kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”  

Are you restless, lacking peace and joy?  Is that your sea today? 
Look at your God, your Savior, stilling the waves with a word! 
The sea is still here, but with the Lord we are protected 
Is it coincidence that God demonstrates His power over the sea? 
That Christ stills the storm and walks on the waters? 
 
So in all these things, the Lord would teach us that He is Lord! 
No matter what sea you are sailing on in life right now 
He is in control – He sets its limits, walks on its waves, stills its 

restlessness and saves His people from its dangers! 
 
But there is still more to this picture in the Bible 
While we are in this world, God is master over our seas 
He controls and subdues them, saves & preserves us from them 
But what then?  What is in store for the believer eternally? 

3.4. He has future remodeling plans! 
What seas will we navigate in glory? 

3.4.1. There is a glassy sea in heaven 
Revelation 4:6 and before the throne there was something like a sea 
of glass, like crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four 
living creatures full of eyes in front and behind.  
Revelation 15:2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with 
fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image 
and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding 
harps of God.  

No longer dirt and tossing, incessant movement 
Instead, it is pure, glassy, still, like crystal 

3.4.2. No sea in the New Jerusalem 
Finally, we come to our text.  And it is glorious! 
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Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 
first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer 
any sea.  

Does this make sense to you now? 
No longer any sea in the new heaven and the new earth! 
No noise, confusion, shame, affliction, discipline, feeling lost, 
restlessness, noise, filth, tossing around, lacking a firm footing 
None of these things! No sea! 
What a prospect!  Believer, rejoice in this! 

4. A word to unbelievers 

4.1. You are all at sea! 
Unbeliever, understand this morning how God views you: 
Your hearts are full of corruption, shame – believers are clean 
You have no peace with Him but enmity – believers have peace 
Restless, rushing here and there, full of noise & confusion 

Isaiah 57:20 But the wicked are like the tossing sea, For it cannot be 
quiet, And its waters toss up refuse and mud. 21 “There is no peace,” 
says my God, “for the wicked.”  

You are under a sentence of condemnation and judgment 
Believers are saved from the judgment to come 
The sea is literal and metaphorical instrument of judgment 
Think of the flood for those not in the Ark 
The destruction of Egypt’s army 

Exodus 15:8 “At the blast of Your nostrils the waters were piled up, 
The flowing waters stood up like a heap; The deeps were congealed 
in the heart of the sea. 9 “The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will 
overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire shall be gratified against 
them; I will draw out my sword, my hand will destroy them.’ 10 “You 
blew with Your wind, the sea covered them; They sank like lead in the 
mighty waters.  

The judgment of Babylon and of Tyre – enemies of God 
Jeremiah 51:42 “The sea has come up over Babylon; She has been 
engulfed with its tumultuous waves.  
Ezekiel 26:3 therefore thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I am against 
you, O Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against you, as the sea 
brings up its waves.  

The roaring sea causes perplexity in the last times  
Luke 21:25 “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on 
the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea 
and the waves, 26 men fainting from fear and the expectation of the 
things which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken.  
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If something doesn’t change in your life, you’ll be lost forever 
Not feeling cut off from God, but being cut off with no hope 
 
Is there any hope? Any way of escape?  Any life preserver?  
Yes – in the Gospel of God and in Christ Jesus the only Savior 

4.2. He saves people from judgment! 
His judgment came in the flood but with it came salvation 
The Ark – here is Christ! 
Egypt was destroyed in the sea but Israel was delivered! 

Isaiah 51:10 Was it not You who dried up the sea, The waters of the 
great deep; Who made the depths of the sea a pathway For the 
redeemed to cross over?  

Where there is judgment, He provides salvation 
He saves from the lake of fire through Christ 
But you need to come to Him 
No-one was saved from the flood by admiring Ark at a distance 
They had to go into the Ark and trust it to save them 
So with Christ.  You cannot save yourself, you must trust Him 
Turn from your sin, embrace Him 
You need Him to be Lord of the seas in your life! 

5. Conclusions 
Believers, take heart 
It doesn’t matter what problems you face in life 
He knows, and He is in control.  He loves you, He died for you 
He is not about to lose you now! 
Soon there will be no more sea – just peace and bliss forever! 
 
Unbelievers – watch out for the seas that will destroy you 
You are not powerful enough to swim to safety 
You need Christ as an Ark, Christ as an anchor 
Christ as the Captain of your life as you sail its seas  
And finally come to the place where there will No Longer be 
Any Sea! 
Come to Him Now! Amen. 


