
“No Fear in Death” 

(Hebrews 2:14-15) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time, we saw how to be fruitful/useful to the end of your life – this can only 

happen by walking with the Lord.   

a.  If you trust the Lord, love Him, and express that love by walking according 

to His commandments, He will give you a long and fulfilled life.   

b.  The promise that the Lord gives for keeping the 5
th

 Commandment is really 

attached to all of them, “That it may be well with you, and that you may live 

long on the earth” (Eph. 6:3).   

 

2.  Since your desire as a Christian is to give the Lord as much glory on earth as 

possible before entering into the rest of heaven, this is good news.   

a.  You can bear more fruit.   

(i)  You can be useful, throughout your whole life, even in old age.   

(ii)  All you need to do is seek to walk with Him in holiness.   

 

b.  But don’t forget, if you would be most useful, you must strive after holiness 

with all your heart and strength.   

(i)  The more you pursue holiness, the more the Lord will use you, because 

the more useful you will be.   

(ii)  Don’t wait to be zapped with energy from heaven to get busy.   

(iii)  Pray, read the Word, come to worship, let the preached Word work on 

your heart, spend time with those who are zealous for heaven, and you 

will grow in fruitfulness.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  The next blessing we’ll consider if you walk with the Lord in holiness is that the 

Lord will take away your fear of death.   

a.  One of the things people fear more than anything else in this world is death.   

(i)  Some because they believe it’s the absolute end of existence – a final and 

suffocating event.   

(ii)  Others because they’re not quite sure what’s on the other side.   

(iii)  Still others because, even though they say they believe they’re going to a 

better place, they just don’t quite believe it – they have an uneasy feeling 

that they’ll have to answer for all the wrong they’ve done.   

(iv)  And still others because they know what’s waiting for them.   

 

b.  Do you remember what you thought before you came to Jesus?   

(i)  Just think about what it was like when you came to a realization that you 

were guilty and in danger of hell.   
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(ii)  It took away that that feeling of invincibility some people seem to have, 

where they’re willing to take so many risks with their lives.   

(iii)  You were afraid to die for fear that the burden of guilt you bore would 

sink you down into hell.   

 

2.  Thankfully, the Lord didn’t leave you in this condition if you are a believer here 

this evening.   

a.  He sent His Son to take your nature and to die in your place so that you 

would no longer need to fear death.   

b.  This is what we’ll consider this evening under three points.   

(i)  First, that the Son of God became a man for you.   

(ii)  Second, that He died to overcome the power the devil had over you.   

(iii)  And third, He has taken away the fear of death from you.     

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Son of God became a man for you:  “Therefore, since the children share 

in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same” (v. 14).   

1.  Who are the children he speaks of here?   

a.  Clearly, they’re men.   

(i)  They share in flesh and blood.   

(ii)  These can’t be angels – angels are spirits, and spirits don’t have flesh and 

blood.   

 

b.  More specifically, they’re the elect.   

(i)  They are the children God has given Jesus, “Behold, I and the children 

whom God has given Me” (v. 13).   

(ii)  They are His reward for His work.  “But the LORD was pleased to crush 

Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt offering, 

He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, and the good pleasure 

of the LORD will prosper in His hand” (Isa. 53:10).   

(iii)  You are one of these children, if you have trusted Him to save you.   

 

2.  In order to have you as His child, Jesus had to become one with you.   

a.  This tells us among other things that Jesus had another nature to begin with.   

(i)  He existed prior to becoming a man – before He partook of flesh and 

blood.   

(ii)  His other nature was and is divine.   

(a)  To pay for your sins, He had to be God – a mere creature couldn’t 

have saved you.   

(b)  He had to be infinite to pay your infinite debt.   

(c)  He had to be indestructible to bear God’s full wrath.   

(d)  He also had to be God because of the honor He would receive from 

you for your salvation – God is the only One who deserves to be 

worshiped and glorified.   

 

b.  But being God, He emptied Himself by becoming one with you.   
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(i)  He made Himself of no reputation.   

(ii)  He took your nature to make the payment on your behalf.   

(iii)  He humbled Himself further when by submitting to death – and even 

further by becoming a curse for you by hanging on the tree (Gal. 3:13).   

(iv)  He became a man, so that as man He might die for you.   

 

B.  Second, He became a man that He might take the power of death away from the 

devil through death.   

1.  The author to the Hebrews says the devil has the power of death.   

a.  He doesn’t mean that the devil can kill anyone at will – God is sovereign over 

these things.   

b.  But he does have the power of death when it’s given to him by God.   

(i)  He killed our first parents through his temptation.   

(ii)  He killed the whole human race through them – he brought sin into the 

world and death through sin.   

(iii)  He is the one who stands to accuse every man that he might drag them 

down into the eternal death of hell.   

(iv)  And he is the one who has the power to increase the torment of eternal 

death.   

(a)  It’s true that he is being punished in hell along with the damned souls.   

(b)  And it’s true that both the devil and the damned are punished by the 

fiery wrath of God.   

(c)  But it’s also true that the devil hates man and does all he can to make 

them more miserable in hell.   

 

2.  But Jesus, through death, took his power away.   

a.  He didn’t take it away for everyone absolutely, but only for the elect – for 

you if you are trusting Him this evening.   

(i)  Jesus says, “I lay down My life for the sheep.”   

(ii)  Paul writes, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf so 

that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21).   

 

b.  By laying down His life, He took away your sins.   

(i)  With your sins removed, you are no longer bound by the enemy in His 

kingdom of death – you have been brought into God’s kingdom of life.  

(ii)  If you are no longer guilty, then there is no more punishment due you.   

(iii)  If there is no punishment due, then there is no hell for you, no handing 

over to the devil.   

(iv)  For you, the power of death is broken in Jesus.   

(v)  He has given you life.   

 

C.  Third, and most importantly for our purposes this evening, by taking the power of 

death away from the devil, He has taken the fear out of death for you.   

1.  If Jesus hadn’t done this work, you would still be afraid of death.   

a.  Not just because you haven’t experienced it before.  

b.  Not because you thought you were no longer going to exist.   
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c.  But because you knew you would continue to exist, under condemnation and 

God’s wrath for all eternity.   

(i)  There is nothing you can imagine that could be any worse than this.   

(ii)  This is why you were afraid of death; why you were a slave to that fear.   

 

2.  Now that Jesus has done His work, He has turned death into something good for 

you.   

a.  Death no longer opens the mouth of hell to swallow you up.   

b.  It now opens the door of heaven.   

(i)  Matthew Henry writes, “Christ became man, and died, to deliver them 

from those perplexities of soul, by letting them know that death is not only 

a conquered enemy, but a reconciled friend, not sent to hurt the soul, or 

separate it from the love of God, but to put an end to all their grievances 

and complaints, and to give them a passage to eternal life and blessedness; 

so that to them death is not now in the hand of Satan, but in the hand of 

Christ – not Satan’s servant, but Christ’s servant – has not hell following 

it, but heaven to all who are in Christ.”   

(ii)  Jesus has turned your enemy into your friend.   

 

3.  If this is true, why are you still afraid of it?  There are three possibilities.   

a.  Is it because you don’t believe the Bible is true?   

(i)  Your conviction that heaven is real will only be as strong as your 

conviction that the Bible is true.   

(ii)  Do you doubt it is?  If so, there are two things you can do.   

(a)  Spend some time studying apologetics.   

(1)  The evidences in nature.   

(A)  Life - DNA.   

(B)  The universe.   

(C)  Yourself – conscience, self-awareness, moral, etc.   

 

(2)  The evidences in the Bible.   

(A)  Look at the unity of the Bible.   

(B)  Consider how accurate it is historically.   

(C)  Realize you have the testimony of several eye witnesses to 

these events.   

(D)  Look at fulfilled prophecy.   

(E)  Consider that it is the only book that claims to be from God that 

actually reveals the God we know exists in nature.   

 

(b)  More importantly, spend more time with the means of grace:  the 

more you have of His Spirit, the more He will convince you of its truth.   

 

 

b.  Is it that you haven’t trusted Jesus?   

(i)  If you haven’t, then the conviction the Bible is true will only strengthen 

your fear.   
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(ii)  You have to turn to Jesus in faith and away from your sins, or your fear 

will only grow stronger as you grow closer to judgment.   

 

c.  Is it that you don’t believe yourself to be a believer?   

(i)  You may believe these things, but if you don’t know they’re yours your 

convictions will again only bring fear.   

(ii)  Again, you need to spend time in the means of grace – the stronger His 

grace is in you, the clearer you will see it, and the more convinced you 

will be that you’re His.   

 

d.  Jesus died so that you would no longer need to be afraid of death.   

(i)  Make sure you’re trusting Him.   

(ii)  Make sure you’re walking with Him in holiness.   

(iii)  If you are, then death, far from being an enemy, will be a welcome 

friend.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 

 


