
Modern Church History 
(Part 12:  The Rise of Ecumenicity; Expansion and Renewal1) 

 
 
 
 
I.  The Rise of Ecumenicity.   

“The process of fission into new denominations that marked Protestant development 
since the Reformation began by 1800 to give way to fusion of denominations into new 
groups.  Integration or ecumenism, beginning in the nineteenth century, replaced 
missionary expansion in the minds of many.  The term ecumenical seems to have been 
used first about 1936 in a Faith-and-Order conference.  Both liberal and conservative 
elements in the church have participated in it.  On occasions, in order to attain 
consensus, theology has been the lowest common denominator in the drive for 
organizational unity.”   
 
“Ecumenism has gone through three stages.  Nondenominational and in-
terdenominational cooperation began early in the nineteenth century.  Organic reunion 
of denominations of like and unlike backgrounds proliferated in the twentieth century.  
Confederations on a national and international scale have multiplied in recent years.”   

 
A.  Interdenominational and Nondenominational Cooperation.   

1.  “The Plan of Union by Congregationalists and Presbyterians to meet the 
shortage of pastors on the frontier lasted from 1801 until 1852, to the advantage 
of the Presbyterians.  The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions linked Congregationalists and other denominations in 
interdenominational missionary endeavor.”   

2.  “Nondenominational cooperation was far more widespread.  The American 
Bible Society was organized in 1816, and Christians from different 
denominations supported its work.  The same principle was followed in the 
American Sunday School Union of 1824, the American Tract Society of 1824, 
the 1833 Antislavery Society, the Student Volunteer Movement of 1886, the 
Gideons in their distribution of Bibles, and Youth for Christ.”   

 
B.  Organic Reunion.  “Organic reunion occurs when separate denominations give up 

a corporate existence to form a new denomination.  It has been easier to achieve 
organic reunions when there have been similar backgrounds of theology, polity, 
and rites.”   
1.  “The northern and southern Methodist churches, which had separated over 

slavery, came together in 1939.  The German Methodists of the United Brethren 
Church and the Evangelical Church united in 1946 to form the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church.  This new body united in 1968 with the Methodist 
Church of 1939 to form the large United Methodist Church.  The United 
Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church, USA, formed the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, in 1958.  Several bodies of Lutherans merged so that 
two great Lutheran churches, the American Lutheran Church in 1960 and the 
Lutheran Church in America in 1962, became an important part of the American 
denominational scene.”   

2.  “Churches with unlike theological and governmental patterns have formed 

                                                
1 Taken from Earle Carnes Christianity through the Centuries, pp. 463-470.   
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transconfessional reunions.  The United Church of Canada linked Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Methodists, and Congregationalists in 1925.  The 1927 Church of 
Christ in China included Presbyterians, Baptists, and Methodists.  The Church in 
South India in 1947 brought Episcopalians with their episcopalian outlook into 
union with Congregationalists, Presbyterians, and Methodists, who had different 
forms of church government.  Unitarians and Universalists united in 1961 to 
form the Unitarian Universalist Association.  The Consultation on Church 
Union, proposed in a 1960 sermon by Eugene C. Blake in James Pike's Grace 
Episcopal Cathedral in San Francisco, initiated the most ambitious attempt at 
reunion to date.  A plan of union was formulated in 1966 at Dallas, but the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, withdrew in 1972.  This union would, if it 
ever takes place, reunite about 25 million people of ten different theologies and 
polities.  A Uniting Church of Australia was formed in 1977.”   

 
C.  National and International Ecclesiastical Confederations.  “Calvin, Luther, and 

Cranmer desired to bring their respective groups together in 
a council to talk about union.  Zinzendorf tried to unite Ger-
mans in Pennsylvania during his visit from 1739 to 1742.  
William Carey proposed a conference at Capetown in 1810 
to unite the missionary efforts of different groups.  Samuel 
S. Schmucker (1799-1875), a Lutheran professor at 
Gettysburg Seminary, formulated a call to reunion in his  
1838 ‘Fraternal Appeal to the American Churches.’  An 
Episcopalian, William R. Huntington (1838-1918), proposed 
in The Church Idea (1870) that discussion of reunion be 
based on the Bible as the Word of God, the universal creeds 
as the rule of faith, the two sacraments, and the historic 
episcopate.  This ‘Quadrilateral’ was adopted in 1888 at the meeting of the 
Episcopal Lambeth Conference.  The ideas in these various proposals have been 
important in discussions concerning confederation.”   
1.  National Confederations.   

a.  “In any system of ecclesiastical confederation thus far developed, the 
cooperating units maintain their sovereignty but cooperate to achieve ends of 
common interest to the participating groups.  Different Protestant 
denominations have set up national confederations so that they can cooperate 
in service.  In 1905 the Protestant churches of France created the Protestant 
Federation of France.  The Protestant Federation of Churches in Switzerland 
came into being in 1920.  But the most important illustration of national 
federation of different denominations is the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America.  It came into being in 1908 when the assembled delegates 
of about thirty denominations approved the constitution that had been drafted 
at an earlier meeting in 1905.  The words ‘divine Lord and Savior’ 
constituted the only statement of theology in the constitution.  The major 
interest of the Federal Council has been to have the churches cooperate in 
social action.  The Social Creed of the Churches adopted by the council urged 
the churches to support such social needs as the abolition of child labor, the 
establishment of a minimum living wage, and provision for arbitration in 
industrial disputes.  Various commissions were set up to carry out these and 
other programs.  Because of this social emphasis and weak theological 
foundation, liberals have been able to seize and hold the reins of leadership 
firmly since the inception of the council.”   

b.  “On 29 November 1950 the Federal Council joined with other groups to 
become the National Council of the Churches of Christ.  The International 
Council of Religious Education, the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
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America, the Home Missions Council, and various other interdenominational 
boards united with the Federal Council in the new organization.  Missionary, 
educational, social, and other activities were coordinated under this larger 
organization.  Twenty-five Protestant and four Orthodox denominations 
became a part of the council.  Southern Baptists, Missouri Synod Lutherans, 
and Pentecostals are not in the National Council with its forty million 
constituents.  The British Council of Churches was set up in 1942.”   

c.  “The conservatives have not lagged in the development of cooperation by na-
tional confederations.  The American Council of Christian Churches was 
organized in September 1941 to dispute the claim of the Federal Council to 
speak for all Protestants.  Churches that are in any way related to the National 
Council are not eligible for membership.  The American Council has been led 
by Carl McIntire, who has opposed the National Council in the pages of The 
Christian Beacon.  This council claims to represent about two million 
Protestants.”   

d.  “The National Association of Evangelicals, which is more irenic than the 
American Council but no less true to the historic faith of Christianity, had its 
first annual meeting in Chicago in May 1943.  The delegates accepted the 
provisional constitution that had been drafted at a meeting in Saint Louis of 
150 evangelicals in April 1942.  The organization has an evangelical state-
ment of faith that denominations, local churches, and individuals accept.  The 
NAE has commissions at work on various projects involving such matters as 
missions, education, evangelism, and social action.  Annual seminars for 
ministers and for college students have created more interest in Christians in 
government.  Its periodical, United Evangelical Action, gives regular reports 
concerning activities that are of common interest to the several million 
members that the organization claims to represent.”   

e.  “In many countries of the world these national Protestant federations have 
been formed to provide an agency for interdenominational cooperation.  Each 
of them has stimulated the demand for an ecumenical council that will 
embrace the Protestant orthodox churches of the world.”   

 
2.  International Confederations.   

a.  “Various denominations have set up international organizations in which the 
same denominations in other nations can work cooperatively to advance the 
interests of that denomination throughout the world.  Ever since 1867 
Anglicans throughout the world have met every tenth year in what is known 
as the Lambeth Conference to consider matters of common interest to 
Anglicans.  The World Presbyterian Alliance was organized in 1875 and held 
its first meeting at Edinburgh in 1877.  The International Congregational 
Council held its first meeting in 1891.  The Baptist World Alliance came into 
being in 1905 to consider matters of interest to all Baptists.  The decisions of 
these councils are merely advisory and may or may not be put into effect by 
the member groups.  The Lutheran World Federation, finally organized at 
Lund in 1947, has met several times since its inception in 1923.  The 
Methodists also have a World Methodist Council, which began in 1881.  
These conferences, which bring together nationals of like faith from many 
countries, have given people a new sense of unity in faith and practice and 
have strengthened the idea of ecumenical federation of all denominations.”   

b.  “Not since the days of the ecumenical councils at Nicaea, Constantinople, 
and Chalcedon in the fourth and fifth centuries has there been such a wave of 
cooperation among churches as there has been in recent years.  Founded in 
London in 1846, with nearly 800 present, the Evangelical Alliance had a 
definite theological statement that linked individuals rather than churches.  
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Consequently, the alliance became inactive about 1900 as other organizations 
to promote interdenominational and international cooperation came into 
being.  But it marked the first step in the development of a modern 
ecumenical body.  The accompanying chart shows the development of the 
World Council of Churches.”   

c.  “The World Council of Churches owes much to the various international 
missionary conferences that began in 1854 in New York.  There were fifteen 
hundred leaders from all parts of the world and from all Protestant 
denominations.  The meeting at Edinburgh in 1910 brought together twelve 
hundred delegates from 160 societies engaged in missionary work. Rep-
resentation at the meeting was by countries. Charles H. Brent (1862-1929), 
Nathan Soderblom (1866-1931), and William Temple (1881-1944) were so 
impressed with the ecumenical nature of the meeting that they dedicated their 
lives to the task of Christian unity.  This meeting laid the foundation for the 
World Council of Churches.  The publication of the International Review of 
Missions in 1911 and the formation of the International Missionary Council 
in 1921 were important results of the Edinburgh meeting.  International 
meetings of missionary organizations and churches were again held in 
Jerusalem in 1928 and in Madras in 1938.  At Madras, for the first time, some 
of the indigenous churches had representatives.”   

d.  “The first meeting involving the theology and polity of the churches was the 
World Conference on Faith and Order held at Lausanne in 
1927.  Bishop  Charles Brent of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the United States, financed by a large gift of 
money from J. Pierpont Morgan, was 
largely responsible for the meeting of 
over four hundred delegates representing 
108 denominations.  The participants 
were  conscious of their unity in one 
church under the headship of Christ and 
urged that another meeting be held.  This 
meeting, which also dealt with Faith and 

Order, was held at Edinburgh in the summer of 1937.  Over 
five hundred delegates from 123 churches and 43 lands 
conferred on theological issues.  The idea of unity in 
diversity seems to have been uppermost in the minds of the 
leaders as they discussed the common faith, the sacraments, and the nature of 
the church.”   

e.  “Another group of international meetings during this period was devoted to 
the theme of Life and Work.  The first meeting to 
consider Life and Work was held in August 1925 in 
Stockholm through the efforts of Nathan Soderblom, 
the primate of Sweden.  The program was devoted to 
plans for a  better economic and political order.  The six 
hundred delegates, representing over ninety churches in 
thirty-seven lands, did not adjourn until they had urged 
consideration of the creation of a universal council at 
Geneva.  A second equally large meeting at Oxford in 
1937 joined with the Faith-and-Order meeting at 
Edinburgh, which met later in that summer, to call for 

an international council of churches to unite the Faith-and-Order and the 
Life-and-Work movements.”   

f.  “The meeting of 80 leaders at Utrecht in the spring of 1938 resulted in the 
development of a provisional constitution, a plan of organization for the 
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World Council of Churches, and the creation of a Provisional Committee to 
bring it into being.  Between 22 August and 4 September, 1948, over 350 
delegates, representing about 150 churches from 44 
countries, met at Amsterdam.  This meeting completed the 
task of creating a world ecumenical council.  The Southern 
Baptists of the United States, the Roman Catholic church, 
and the Missouri Synod Lutherans have never joined it.  
William Temple's dream of an international ecclesiastical 
organization came to pass as the delegates discussed 
‘Man's Disorder and God's Design.’  Many of the major 
backers of the project were Americans who were also 
involved in the Federal Council of Churches.  The major 
result of the meeting was the formation of the World 
Council of Churches with its headquarters in Geneva.  The World Council is 
composed of an Assembly, which meets every seven years; a Central 
Committee, which meets annually; an Administrative Secretariat; and various 
commissions that work on major problems facing the organization.  Several 
Orthodox churches in Communist states joined the council, and the phrase 
‘according to the Scriptures’ was added to the doctrinal statement at the 1961 
meeting of the council in New Delhi.”   

g.  “The World Council increasingly since its fourth assembly at Uppsala, 
Sweden, in 1968 has turned to the left socially, economically, and politically, 
making salvation earthly and physical rather than spiritual.  Another com-
mission meeting at Bangkok, Thailand, in 1973 interpreted its theme ‘Salva-
tion Today’ as the ‘humanizing of society’ to free man from all forms of 
oppression and to create a new society on earth.  The fifth assembly at 
Nairobi, Kenya, in 1975 supported ‘nonmilitary guerilla programs’ of 
revolution and adopted what amounted to liberation theology oriented toward 
socialism.”   

h.  “Both the American Council of Christian Churches and the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelicals answered the attempt by the liberal forces to create an 
ecumenical church by creating conservative international organizations.  The 
International Council of Christian Churches was founded in Amsterdam in 
1948 two weeks before the meeting described above in order to oppose 
liberalism and to develop evangelical world spirit.  At a meeting in Holland 
in August 1951, the World Evangelical Fellowship came into being to 
provide fellowship and to coordinate the works of the NAE with that of 
evangelicals throughout the world.  Cooperation of the World Council of 
Churches and the Roman Catholic church has already been described.”   

i.  “As one objectively reviews this movement toward world ecclesiastical unity, 
one is constrained to wonder whether Christ had in mind unity of the 
organizational type described above when He spoke of the unity of His 
church, or whether He had in mind a spiritual unity that believers in the 
invisible church, the body of Christ, have through Him as their Head.  The 
true church will always be a living organism, and no human organization or 
machinery should ever be a substitute for this spiritual unity that makes the 
church the only true international body in the world.  Such a unity of spirit 
will never endanger orthodox doctrine, which the World Council has 
minimized to foster inclusiveness.”   

 
III.  Christian Expansion and Renewal.   

A.  “Radical theologies that try to secularize the church with Marxist economics and 
existential relativism are in the process of disintegration as were liberalism and 
neoorthodoxy in previous decades.  Ecumenism is in trouble because it has 
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generally ignored evangelism in order to promote radical social and political 
revolution.  Indifference and even hostility at the grass roots has hampered its 
work.  Dean Kelley in his book Why the Conservative Churches Are Growing 
points out the decline in membership of churches supporting radical theology and 
the ecumenism and the surprising growth of evangelical churches.”   

B.  “While there has been no world-wide revival since that of 1901 to 1907, there have 
been regional awakenings that come more often among rural agricultural societies 
than in industrialized urban nations.  The Anglican and other churches in Kenya 
and Uganda experienced widespread revival and evangelism after 1930, and revival 
still continues in that area.  The Wallamo tribes in Ethiopia, with only a small 
number of Christians when the missionaries had to leave them because of the 
Ethiopian War in the mid-thirties, numbered about 100,000 in 1964.  An awakening 
in Indonesia that began in 1965 has been overpublicized, but about 200,000 were 
converted from 1965 to 1967 in Timor.  Revival continues in Korea, where about 
20 percent are Christians.”   

C.  “The Western world has had some awakenings.  The 1950 revival in Wheaton 
College and in Asbury College in February 1970 had wide impact through student 
witness teams that went to other campuses.  The Saskatchewan revival of 1971, 
which began under the ministry of Ralph and Lou Sutera in William L. McLeod's 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Saskatoon, brought awakening all across the Prairie 
Provinces of Canada.  The work of Billy Graham and many other evangelists and 
the charismatic movement in the denominations as well as the Jesus movement 
testify to the continuing work of the Holy Spirit in the churches.”   

D.  “Africa has about 200 million Christians, which is nearly one-half of the 
population, and the number continues to grow.  The greatest need is for trained 
leaders and the development of viable indigenous churches.  Perhaps missionaries 
can make their greatest contribution by training national leaders.”   

E.  “While the oil power of the Muslim world and revival of aggressive Muslim 
missions make that part of the world, with its nearly 700 million Muslims, hard to 
reach, there are signs of change.  Many Muslims in Indonesia have become 
Christians.  Others in Africa are responding in considerable numbers.  Through the 
work of the eye hospital of Kano, Nigeria, many in Africa have been reached with 
the gospel of Christ.”   

F.  “South and Central America are experiencing unprecedented 
Protestant church growth, particularly on the part of the, 
Pentecostal groups in Chile and Brazil.  Luis  Palau has had 
many successful urban mass crusades in leading Latin cities.”   

G.  “Christianity in Communist Europe and Asia is very much 
like that of the Book of Acts.  Christians in these countries 
meet and witness secretly, but the growth is steady and 
impressive.  The Russian Baptist Church embraces over 
500,000 people.  Doors of witness are opening again in Communist China in recent 
years.”   

H.  “In spite of all this expansion, Christianity is still not a majority religion in the 
world.  Christians of all kinds numbered over 950 million in 1978, Muslims 
numbered about 700 million, and Hindus over 500 million out of a world 
population of over 4 billion.  Thus the quarter of the world's population that is 
Christian still has over three-quarters of the people of the world as its mission 
field.”   
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“Statements of Faith and Member Churches” 
 
 
 

I.  The National Council of Churches.   
A.  Statement of Faith.   

1.  "The National Council of Churches is a community of Christian communions, 
which, in response to the gospel as revealed in the Scriptures, confess Jesus 
Christ, the incarnate Word of God, as Savior and Lord.   

2.  “These communions covenant with one another to manifest ever more fully the 
unity of the Church.”   

3.  “Relying upon the transforming power of the Holy Spirit, the communions come 
together as the Council in common mission, serving in all creation to the glory 
of God” (From the Preamble to the NCC Constitution).   

 
B.  Member Churches.   

1.  African Methodist Episcopal Church.   
2.  The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.   
3.  Alliance of Baptists.   
4.  American Baptist Churches in the USA.   
5.  Diocese of the Armenian Church of America.   
6.  Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).   
7.  Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.   
8.  Church of the Brethren.   
9.  The Coptic Orthodox Church in North America.   
10.  The Episcopal Church.   
11.  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.   
12.  Friends United Meeting.   
13.  Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.   
14.  Hungarian Reformed Church in America.   
15.  International Council of Community Churches.   
16.  Korean Presbyterian Church in America.   
17.  Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church.   
18.  Mar Thoma Church.   
19.  Moravian Church in America Northern Province and Southern Province.   
20.  National Baptist Convention of America.   
21.  National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc.   
22.  National Missionary Baptist Convention of America.   
23.  Orthodox Church in America.   
24.  Patriarchal Parishes of the Russian Orthodox Church in the USA.   
25.  Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.   
26.  Polish National Catholic Church of America.   
27.  Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).   
28.  Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc.   
29.  Reformed Church in America.   
30.  Serbian Orthodox Church in the U.S.A. and Canada.   
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31.  The Swedenborgian Church.   
32.  Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch.   
33.  Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America.   
34.  United Church of Christ.   
35.  The United Methodist Church.   
 

II.  American Council of Christian Churches.   
A.  Statement of Faith.   

1.  Among other equally Biblical truths, we believe and maintain the following:  
The plenary Divine inspiration of the Scriptures in the original languages, their 
consequent inerrancy and infallibility, and as the Word of God, the supreme and 
final authority in faith and life.   

2.  The Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
3.  The essential, absolute, eternal Deity and the real and proper, but sinless, 

humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
4.  His birth of the Virgin Mary.   
5.  His substitutionary, expiatory death, in that He gave His life ‘a ransom for 

many.’   
6.  His resurrection from among the dead in the body in which He was crucified, 

and the second coming of this same Jesus in power and great glory.   
7.  The total depravity of man through the fall.   
8.  Salvation, the effect of regeneration by the Spirit and the Word, not by works, 

but by grace through faith.   
9.  The everlasting bliss of the saved, and the everlasting suffering of the lost.   
10.  The real spiritual unity in Christ of all redeemed by His precious blood.   
11.  The necessity of maintaining according to the Word of God, the purity of the 

Church in doctrine and life.   
 

B.  Member Churches.   
1.  Bible Presbyterian Churches.   
2.  Evangelical Methodist Church.   
3.  Fellowship of Fundamental Bible Churches.   
4.  Free Presbyterian Church of North America.   
5.  Fundamental Methodist Church.   
6.  Independent Baptist Fellowship of North America.   
7.  Independent Churches Affiliated.   
 

III.  National Association of Evangelicals.   
A.  Statement of Faith.   

1.  We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word 
of God.   

2.  We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.   

3.  We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His 
sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death through His shed 
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blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the 
Father, and in His personal return in power and glory.   

4.  We believe that for the salvation of lost and sinful people, regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit is absolutely essential.   

5.  We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the 
Christian is enabled to live a godly life.   

6.  We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they that are saved 
unto the resurrection of life and they that are lost unto the resurrection of 
damnation.   

7.  We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

B.  Member Churches.   
1.  Advent Christian General Conference.   
2.  Assemblies of God.   
3.  Association of Life-Giving Churches.   
4.  Association of Vineyard Churches-USA.   
5.  Baptist General Conference.   
6.  Bilingual Christian Fellowship.   
7.  Brethren in Christ Church.   
8.  Christ Community Church.   
9.  Christian Reformed Church in North America.   
10.  Christian Union.   
11.  Church of God.   
12.  Church of God (Holiness).   
13.  Church of God Mountain Assembly.   
14.  Church of the Nazarene.   
15.  Churches of Christ In Christian Union.   
16.  Congregational Holiness Church.   
17.  Congregational Methodist Church.   
18.  Conservative Baptist Association of America.   
19.  Conservative Congregational Christian Conference.   
20.  Conservative Lutheran Association.   
21.  Elim Fellowship.   
22.  Evangelical Assembly of Presbyterian Churches.   
23.  Evangelical Church of North America.   
24.  Evangelical Congregational Church.   
25.  Evangelical Free Church of America.   
26.  Evangelical Friends Church Eastern Region.   
27.  Evangelical Lutheran Conference.   
28.  Evangelical Methodist Church.   
29.  Evangelical Presbyterian Church.   
30.  Evangelistic Missionary Fellowship.   
31.  Fellowship of Evangelical Churches.   
32.  Free Methodist Church of North America.   
33.  General Association of General Baptist.   
34.  General Council Christian Union.   



10 

35.  Great Commission Churches.   
36.  Hispanic World Harvest Churches.   
37.  International Church of the Foursquare Gospel.   
38.  International Fellowship of Christian Assemblies.   
39.  International Pentecostal Church of Christ.   
40.  International Pentecostal Holiness Church.   
41.  Midwest Congregational Christian Fellowship.   
42.  Missionary Church, Inc.   
43.  Morningstar Fellowship of Churches.   
44.  Northern Pacific Latin American Assemblies of God.   
45.  Open Bible Churches.   
46.  Pentecostal Church of God.   
47.  Pentecostal Free Will Baptist Church Inc..   
48.  Presbyterian Church in America.   
49.  Primitive Methodist Church USA.   
50.  Reformed Episcopal Church.   
51.  Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America.   
52.  Southern Pacific Latin American Churches.   
53.  The Brethren Church.   
54.  The Christian & Missionary Alliance.   
55.  The Salvation Army.   
56.  The Wesleyan Church Corporation.   
57.  Third Day Worship Centers.   
58.  Transformation Ministries.   
59.  United Brethren in Christ.   
60.  US Conference of the Mennonite Brethren Churches.   
61.  Worldwide Church of God.   
 

IV.  North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPARC).   
A.  Statement of Faith.   

 
Confessing Jesus Christ as only Savior and Sovereign Lord over all of life, we 
affirm the basis of the fellowship of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches to be full 
commitment to the Bible in its entirety as the Word of God written, without error in 
all its parts and to its teaching as set forth in the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic 
Confession, the Canons of Dordt, the Westminster Confession of Faith, and the 
Westminster Larger and Shorter Catechisms. That the adopted basis of fellowship 
be regarded as warrant for the establishment of a formal relationship of the nature 
of the council, that is, a fellowship that enables the constituent churches to advise, 
counsel, and cooperate in various matters with one another and hold out before 
each other the desirability and need for organic union of churches that are of like 
faith and practice.   

 
B.  Member Churches.   

1.  Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.    
2.  Korean-American Presbyterian Church.  
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3.  Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
4.  Presbyterian Church in America.  
5.  Reformed Church in the U.S.  
6.  The Reformed Church of Québec (RCQ). 
7.  Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America.  
8.  United Reformed Churches in North America (URCNA).  

 
V.  The International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC).   

A.  Statement of Faith.   
 
The basis of the Conference shall be the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament as confessed in the Three Forms of Unity (the Belgic Confession, the 
Heidelberg Catechism, the Canons of Dort) and the Westminster Standards (the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms).  
 

B.  Member Churches.   
1.  Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.   
2.  Canadian Reformed Churches.   
3.  Christian Reformed Churches in The Netherlands.   
4.  Confessing Reformed Church in Congo.   
5.  Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England and Wales .   
6.  Evangelical Presbyterian Church (Ireland).   
7.  Free Church of Central India.   
8.  Free Church of Scotland.   
9.  Free Church in Southern Africa.   
10.  Free Reformed Churches of North America.   
11.  Free Reformed Churches in South Africa.   
12.  Gereja-Gereja Reformasi Calvinis.   
13.  Gereja-Gereja Reformasi di Indonesia.   
14.  Orthodox Presbyterian Church.   
15.  Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia.   
16.  Presbyterian Church in Korea (Koshin).   
17.  Reformed Church in the United States.   
18.  Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Lib.).   
19.  Reformed Churches of Spain.   
20.  Reformed Churches of New Zealand.   
21.  Reformed Churches of South Africa.   
22.  Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland.   
23.  Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America.   
24.  Reformed Presbyterian Church North-East India Synod.   
25.  United Reformed Churches in North America.   

 


