How does a Spurgeon Arise?
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Charles Haddon Spurgeon
1834 - 1892
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Moved to his grandfather’s house aged 14 months.
Grandfather James was a powerful minister in a small
village independent church
Often present when his grandfather counselled
members or discussed theology with ministers
Began to show an attraction to books at the age of 3
Reading publicly and privately at age 5 or 6
Rebuked a church member who frequented the tavern
– a lasting change was made

Conversion
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Came under terrible and long conviction of sin and longing
for salvation
“I had rather pass through seven years of the most languishing sickness,
than I would ever again pass through the terrible discovery of the evil of
sin”
Here is his own account of his conversion in 1849:
I sometimes think I might have been in darkness and despair until now,
had it not been for the goodness of God in sending a snowstorm one
Sunday morning, while I was going to a certain place of worship. I turned
down a side street, and came to a little Primitive Methodist Church. In
that chapel there may have been a dozen or fifteen people. I had heard of
the Primitive Methodists, how they sang so loudly that they made people's
heads ache; but that did not matter to me. I wanted to know how I might
be saved....
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Born June 19 1834 in Essex – Victoria on
throne from 1837 and throughout the rest of his life
Some early ancestors had fled Catholic persecutions in Europe
in the 17th Century to seek refuge in England
“I would rather be descended from one who suffered for the faith than
bear the blood of all the emperors in my veins”
Later, his non-conformist forebears suffered in jail for not
conforming to the practices of the Church of England
“I can cast my eye back through four generations and see that God had
been pleased to hear the prayers of my grandfather’s father, who used to
supplicate God that his children might live before Him to the last
generation; and God… has been pleased to bring first one and then
another to love and fear His name.”

Moved back to parents’ home after 5 years. Father
was a minister and a good preacher
Interest in books maintained – by 9-10 was reading
Owen, Sibbes, Flavel, Henry etc
Mother much in prayer for him and his siblings
“Charles never did anything else but study….though he had
nothing to do with other things, he could have told you all about
them, because he used to read about everything, with a memory
as tenacious as a vice and as copious as a barn.”
(James Spurgeon – brother of Charles)

The minister did not come that morning; he was snowed up, I suppose. At last a very thin
looking man, a shoemaker, or tailor, or something of that sort, went up into the pulpit to
preach. Now it is well that preachers be instructed, but this man was really stupid. He was
obliged to stick to his text, for the simple reason that he had little else to say. The text
was-"LOOK UNTO ME, AND BE YE SAVED, ALL THE ENDS OF THE
EARTH."
He did not even pronounce the words rightly but that did not matter. There was, I thought, a
glimmer of hope for me in that text.
The preacher began thus: "This is a very simple text indeed. It says 'Look.' Now lookin'
don't take a deal of pain. It aint liftin' your foot or your finger; it is just 'Look.' Well, a
man needn't go to College to learn to look. You may be the biggest fool, and yet you can look.
A man needn't be worth a thousand a year to look. Anyone can look; even a child can look.
"But then the text says, 'Look unto Me.‘ Ay!" he said in broad Essex, "many on ye are
lookin'to yourselves, but it's no use lookin‘ there. You'll never find any comfort in yourselves.
Some say look to God the Father. No, look to Him by-and-by Jesus Christ says, 'Look unto
Me.' Some on ye say 'We must wait for the Spirit's workin.' You have no business with that
just now. Look to Christ. The text says, 'Look unto Me.' "
Then the good man followed up his text in this way: "Look unto Me; I am sweatin' great
drops of blood. Look unto Me; I am hangin' on the cross. Look unto Me, I am dead and
buried. Look unto Me; I rise again. Look unto Me; I ascend to Heaven. Look unto Me; I
am sitting at the Father's right hand. 0 poor sinner, look unto Me! look unto Me!"
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When he had.... managed to spin out about ten minutes or so, he was at the end of his tether.
Then he looked at me under the gallery and I daresay, with so few present, he knew me to be
a stranger.
Just fixing his eyes on me, as if he knew all my heart, he said, “Young man, you look very
miserable.” Well, I did, but I had not been accustomed to have remarks made from the pulpit
on my personal appearance before. However, it was a good blow, struck right home. He
continued, “And you will always be miserable-miserable in life and miserable in death-if you
don't obey my text; but if you obey now, this moment, you will be saved.” Then lifting up his
hands, he shouted, as only a Primitive Methodist could do, “Young man, look to Jesus
Christ. Look! Look! Look! You have nothing to do but look and live!”
I saw at once the way of salvation. I know not what else he said-I did not take much notice of
it-I was so possessed with that one thought. ... I had been waiting to do fifty things, but when
I heard that word, “Look!” what a charming word it seemed to me. Oh! I looked until I
could almost have looked my eyes away.
There and then the cloud was gone, the darkness had rolled away, and that moment I saw the
sun; and I could have risen that instant, and sung with the most enthusiastic of them, of the
precious blood of Christ, and the simple faith which looks alone to Him. Oh, that somebody
had told me this before, "Trust Christ, and you shall be saved." Yet it was, no doubt, all
wisely ordered, and now I can say
"E'er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.
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That happy day when I found the Saviour, and learned to cling to His dear feet, was
a day never to be forgotten by me.... I listened to the Word of God and that precious
text led me to the cross of Christ. I can testify that the joy of that day was utterly
indescribable. I could have leaped, I could have danced; there was no expression,
however fanatical, which would have been out of keeping with the joy of that hour.
Many days of Christian experience have passed since then, but there has never been
one which has had the full exhilaration, the sparkling delight which that first day
had.
I thought I could have sprung from the seat in which I sat, and have called out with
the wildest of those Methodist brethren…..”I am forgiven! I am forgiven! A
monument of grace! A sinner saved by blood!"
My spirit saw its chains broken to pieces, I felt that I was an emancipated soul, an
heir of heaven, a forgiven one, accepted in Jesus Christ, plucked out of the miry clay
and out of the horrible pit, with my feet set upon a rock and my goings established....
Between half-past ten o'clock, when I entered that chapel, and halfpast twelve o'clock,
when I was back again at home, what a change had taken place in me! Simply by
looking to Jesus I had been delivered from despair, and I was brought into such a
joyous state of mind that, when they saw me at home, they said to me, "Something
wonderful has happened to you," and I was eager to tell them all about it. Oh! there
was joy in the household that day, when all heard that the eldest son had found the
Saviour and knew himself to be forgiven.

Baptist Convictions
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Rapid Growth – First Pastorate

With the inadvertent help of a Anglican clergyman, he
became persuaded from Scripture of believers’
baptism (though his family were congregational and
practiced infant baptism).
He asked their permission to be baptized as a believer
and it was reluctantly given.
His mother wrote: “Ah, Charles, I often prayed the Lord to
make you a Christian, but I never asked that you might become
a Baptist.”
He replied “Ah, Mother, the Lord has answered your prayer
with His usual bounty, and has given you exceeding abundantly
above what you asked or thought”
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New Park Street Chapel
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Asked to preach. Largest Baptist
chapel in London (John Gill a
former pastor)
Church seated 1200. Began with
80-200 in the morning but many
more in the evening!
n
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Became Pastor in February 1854, 19.
Within 1 month it was full
Spurgeon was never ordained – and saw
no need of it
He never attended seminary – though
once tempted to pursue it
God qualifies men for ministry

Began a tract ministry, visiting 70
people every Saturday
Quickly became Sunday School
Teacher
Began to think of a life of
Christian service
Moved to Cambridge and began
successful preaching
1851 (aged 17) - pastor at
Waterbeach – “The Boy Preacher”
Virtually transformed under his
ministry – grew from 40 to 400
very quickly – many converted

The Secret of Success
n
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I can never forget how earnestly they prayed. Sometimes they seemed to plead as though
they could really see the Angel of the covenant present with them....
More than once we were all so awe-struck with the solemnity of the meeting, that we
sat silent for some moments while the Lord's power appeared to overshadow us. . . .
We had prayer meetings in New Park Street that moved our very souls. Each man
seemed like a crusader besieging the New Jerusalem, each one appeared determined to
storm the Celestial City by the might of intercession, and soon the blessing came down
upon us in such abundance that we had not room to receive it.
As we go on to consider the rest of Spurgeon's life we must bear in mind
the manner in which his people prayed. Numerous men and women
were converted, several institutions developed, various buildings were
erected, and their work had its effect to the ends of the earth. All the
time true prayer rose to God. When someone once asked Spurgeon the
secret of his success, he replied, "My people pray for me." He meant not
prayer in the usual formal and unexpectant manner but wrestling with
God in living faith that He would answer.
(Dallimore)
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The Need for Oxygen
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The crowds soon created a problem. Sunday by Sunday,
morning and evening, every foot of space in the chapel was
filled. In turn, the place became unbearably hot, and the
oxygen was used up, yet there was no possibility of fresh air,
for the windows had not been constructed to open. Spurgeon
repeatedly suggested to the deacons that the small upper panes
of glass be removed, but they did nothing about it.
One morning it was discovered that the panes had been
smashed out. Spurgeon was delighted and proposed that "a
reward of five pounds should be offered for the discovery of the offender,
who when found should receive the amount as a present." Of course, he
had removed the glass himself. "I have walked with the stick which
let the oxygen into that stifling structure." Thus he made a bit of a
game of doing what the deacons ought to have engaged a
workman to do.
(Dallimore)

Exeter Hall
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Work started to enlarge the chapel
Hired Exeter Hall while it was undertaken
Seated 4000; room for 1000 standing
Still 100’s turned away
When completed, the enlarged
New Park Street Chapel
would seat 1500 but was
already too small

Opposition
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Spurgeon’s preaching caused quite a
stir in London, where things had
become generally quiet and
subdued in the churches
Opposition arose from the press
and others
He was young, not college trained
and not ordained – could not be a
qualified minister.
“All his discourses are redolent of bad
taste, are vulgar and theatrical….”
“His style is that of the vulgar colloquial,
varied by rant….”
“No-one has succeeded like him in
sketching the comic side of repentance and
regeneration”
Wounded by some of the criticism,
Spurgeon made no reply.

To the lot of few does it fall to pass through such a horror of great
darkness as that which fell upon me after the deplorable accident at the
Surrey Music Hall. I was pressed beyond measure and out of bounds
with an enormous weight of misery. The tumult, the panic, the deaths,
were day and night before me, and made life a burden, Then I sang in my
sorrow
The tumult of my thoughts
Doth but increase my woe,
My spirit languisheth,
my heart Is desolate and low."
From that dream of horror I was awakened in a moment by the gracious
application to my soul of the text, “Him bath God the Father exalted.”
The fact that Jesus is still great, let his servants suffer as they may, piloted
me back to calm reason and peace. Should so terrible a calamity overtake
any of my brethren, let them both patiently hope and
quietly wait for the salvation of God.

Surrey Gardens Music Hall
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Saw himself as a
reformer, recalling
ministers to the
doctrines of grace
Denied use of
Exeter Hall
Moved to Surrey
Gardens Music hall
1856 – could hold 10,000 but thousands stood outside
But first meeting disturbed - “Fire!”, “The balconies are
collapsing!”
7 died, 28 injured. Spurgeon, 22, greatly affected
Lectures to my students page 176:

Crystal Palace
n

October 1857, preached to 24,000 at the Crystal
Palace (man saved while Spurgeon was testing
the acoustics!)
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Metropolitan Tabernacle
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Foundation laid 1859 finished 1861
Congregation of 6,000.
No organ, no choir
Membership of 300 when he
came to London in 1854
(100 active)
Added 70-120 per month – in 1861 it was 2000.

Extensive Labors
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Extensive Labors contd.
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Preached 10 times a week
Sermons printed and sent to USA,
Canada, NZ & Australia
Also translated into German,
Dutch, French, Italian & Swedish
Edited and published a magazine
The “Sword and Trowel”
Wrote many books - also 37 volumes of sermons
“People said to me years ago, ‘You will break your constitution down
with preaching 10 times a week’ and the like. Well, if I have done so, I
am glad of it. I would do the same again. If I had fifty constitutions I
would rejoice to break them down in the service of the Lord Jesus Christ.
You young men that are strong, overcome the wicked one and fight for the
Lord while you can. You will never regret having done all that lies in you
for our blessed Lord and Master.”

Founded a pastors college
Lectured weekly to his students
Oversaw a ministry to supply
useful books to poor ministers
Built almshouses to house elderly
widows – covered expenses for
many years out of his own pocket
Founded a school for 400 children
Established an orphanage

The Burden of the Work
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Began to suffer gout linked with depression
No one living knows the toil and care I have to bear... I have to look after the
Orphanage, have charge of a church with four thousand members, sometimes there are
marriages and burials to be undertaken, there is the weekly sermon to be revised, The
Sword and the Trowel to be edited, and besides all that, a weekly average of five
hundred letters to be answered.
This, however, is only half my duty, for there are innumerable churches established by
friends, with the affairs of which I am closely connected, to say nothing of the cases of
difficulty which are constantly being referred to me.'
He could have listed also many other duties that. formed part of his
burden the Almshouses, the school and the college, besides his literary
labors and his preacing some ten times a week at home and elsewhere.
(Dallimore)
Adopted the practice of going to warmer climate for winter rest –
Menton, South of France
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Dealing with Depression

Menton, France
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Interaction with D. L. Moody
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Asked Moody to preach – Moody replied:
In regard to coming to your Tabernacle, I consider it a
great honour to be invited; and, in fact, I should
consider it an honour to black your boots; but to
preach to your people would be out of the question. If
they will not turn to God under your preaching,
"neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from
the dead.“
Yours with much love
D. L. Moody I
Did speak there at a later date – Spurgeon’s
Jubilee
Did not agree on all things but united on the
great prionciples of the faith. Admired,
encouraged and assisted one another in every
possible way.

The Downgrade Controversy
n

n

n
n

n

n

n
n
n
n
n

Spurgeon published “The Down-Grade” in his magazine in
1887.
October 1887, the Metropolitan Tabernacle seceded from the
Baptist Union
Spurgeon was much criticised – even by some from his own
college
They wrongly saw the New Theology only as the old
evangelicalism in new clothes
Subsequent events showed Spurgeon’s fears about the New
Theology were entirely justified.
Undoubtedly the pain of breached relationships further
shortened his life

At the time of the revival in England (1859,
Darwin’s Origin of Species was published
Higher Criticism began to flourish at much the same time –
miracles explained away, the Bible seen as any other book
Began to penetrate seminaries and appeared in pulpits
Spurgeon foresaw dire consequences arising from the
movement
He urged the Baptist Union to adopt a statement of faith that
was clear and evangelical
The request was rejected – only belief in baptism by
immersion was necessary – in other things there was to be
liberty.

Last Days

The Down-Grade Controversy
n

Gentlemen, there are many passages of Scripture which you will never
understand thoroughly until some trying or singular experience shall
interpret them to you.
The other evening I was riding home after a heavy day's work. I felt
wearied and sore depressed, when swiftly and suddenly that text came to
me, "My grace is sufficient for thee." I reached home and looked it up in
the original, and at last it came to me in this way, "My grace is sufficient
for THEE," and I said, I should think it is, Lord," and I burst out
laughing. I never understood what the holy laughter of Abraham was till
then. lt seemed to make unbelief so absurd.... Oh, brethren, be great
believers! Little faith will bring your souls to heaven, but great faith will
bring heaven to your souls.
(Lectures to My Students)
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Increasing weakness
and decline, periods of
hopeful recovery
followed, after he
resumed strenuous
labors, by longer and
longer relapses
Died Jan 31 1892
in Menton, France
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Funeral Arrangements
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Gifts and Graces
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Coffin returned to London
50,000 paid respects
Ira Sankey sang at one of
the 5 funeral services
People lined the streets to
the cemetery all the way –
5 miles!
South London came to a
standstill
Church membership 5,311.
14,691 received over years
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Great Humor
n

What a bubbling fountain of humour Mr. Spurgeon had! I
have laughed more, I verily believe, when in his company
than during all the rest of my life besides. He had the most
fascinating gift of laughter ... and he had also the greatest
ability for making all who heard him laugh with him.
When someone blamed him for saying humorous things in
his sermons, he said, "He would not blame me if he only
knew how many of them I keep back."“
(William Williams)

Could quote Scripture at will
Had memorised 100’s of
hymns
Read 8 folio volumes at a
sitting and had photographic
recall of them
Large heart
Valiant for the Truth
Determination to spend and
be spent for the Lord
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Any Questions?
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