
“Ministry at Malta” 
(Acts 28:1-10)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’re coming towards the close of the book of Acts and the story of 
Christianity’s early spread throughout the world.   
a.  Jesus, in the Olivet Discourse, said, “This gospel of the kingdom shall be 

preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the 
end will come” (Matt. 24:14).   

b.  The end He was referring to was most likely the end of the then present state 
of the kingdom of God – the Jewish nation of Israel – when the kingdom 
would be given to a new nation producing godly fruits (Matt. 21:43).   
(i)  This end came in AD 70, when God sent His armies – the Roman armies 

– against Jerusalem to destroy the temple and pull down her buildings, 
putting an end to the Jewish economy.   

(ii)  This was the end of God’s plan for the Old Covenant arrangement – His 
Son had fulfilled it – but it was also His judgment against the Jews for 
killing His Son (Matt. 22:7).   

(iii)  They would no longer be central in God’s plan, but now on the outside 
to be gathered into the kingdom through evangelism.   

(iv)  They were given the first opportunity to receive the Messiah because 
God had made that promise to them.   

(v)  But with greater privilege comes greater responsibility – since they 
rejected Him, God’s judgment would be terrible.   

 
2.  Last week, we looked at Luke’s account of the shipwreck, as Paul was on his 

way to Rome to preach the Gospel there:   
a.  Paul had warned the centurion not to proceed to Rome because of the 

possibility of inclement weather.   
b.  But he didn’t listen to him – instead he listened to the captain and the pilot.   
c.  The result was that they ran into very bad weather to the point where all hope 

was lost, they were going to die.   
d.  But the Lord made Paul a promise – that He would keep him and all the crew 

safe (in order to preserve his life to testify at Rome) if everyone would 
remain in the boat.   

e.  Though the sailors doubted that promise and tried to abandon the ship, the 
soldiers believed:  they stopped the sailors from escaping, and they were all 
brought safely to land.   

 
3.  In an analogous way, this is how the Gospel often progresses in an individual’s 

life:   
a.  First there is the warning of the Gospel – a person hears about his need of 

faith and repentance, but resists.   
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b.  Then the Lord brings humbling – He brings them to the end of their 
resources, to where it looks as if there is no hope.   

c.  Then He breaks through the storm by means of a promise and the grace to 
trust in Christ through the new birth.   

d.  No one will ever embrace the Savior unless they see their need for Him.   
e.  But the Lord also often works this way in the lives of His children to humble 

us and to remind us how we must rely entirely on Him for everything – we 
rarely seek Him as we should when everything is going well.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Now we need to remember that this shipwreck was a part of God’s plan – the 
Lord brought the chain of events about that he did to get Paul to where he was.   
a.  The Lord apparently desired that this island – which was also a part of the 

Roman Empire – would hear the Gospel before the end of the age should 
come.   

b.  Our God is a missionary God, who wills that all men under heaven hear His 
Gospel and repent.   

 
2.  This morning, we see Paul’s ministry at Malta:   

a.  First, we see the kindness of the natives, showing us something of God’s 
common grace at work in the lives of all men.   

b.  Second, we see the miracles the Lord performs through Paul to confirm His 
Word, showing us that common grace isn’t enough – all must repent and 
believe the Gospel if they are to be saved.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see the kindness of the natives, which shows us that God is at work at 
least at some level in all men.   
1.  The first thing they discovered was where they had landed:  Malta (v. 1).   

a.  Malta is a small island off the southern tip of Italy.   
(i)  It is also called Melita, which you might recognize as the name of one of 

the tunes we commonly sing from our hymnal.   
(ii)  Melita is the tune to the Mariner’s Hymn, also called the Navy Hymn, 

since it is sung at the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland.   
(iii)  John Dykes (1823-1876), who wrote it, named it after this shipwreck in 

the book of Acts.   
 

b.  Malta was originally colonized by Phoenicians.   
(i)  Then Greeks conquered it in 736 B.C., the Carthaginians in 528 B.C., and 

the Romans in 242 B.C.:  It was under Roman rule at the time of the 
shipwreck.   

(ii)  But it was still inhabited by the descendents of these Phoenicians.   
(a)  The Greek word used to describe them is barbarian.   
(b)  It refers to those considered to be outside the civilized world because 

they didn’t speak Greek or Latin.   
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(c)  Verse two could be translated, “The people there who spoke a strange 
language showed us extraordinary kindness.”   

 
2.  The second thing they discovered was that the inhabitants of this island were 

extraordinarily kind (v. 2).   
a.  These natives saw what had happened.   

(i)  They could see the wrecked ship on the reef.   
(ii)  They saw that these men had jumped overboard to save themselves.   
(iii)  And they could see that these men were wet and cold from the sea and 

the storm – if you’ve ever experienced a coastal storm during the fall, you 
know how cold it can be.   

 
b.  What Luke singles out here is the fact that they took note of the needs of 

these men and did something about them.   
(i)  They went out of their way to help them.   
(ii)  The kindled a fire to keep them warm, and took care of their needs.   
 

c.  We see something of the Lord’s common grace here.   
(i)  These natives had nothing of God’s saving grace – they had never heard 

the Gospel and were unconverted.   
(ii)  In this condition, they could have been very hostile – there are many 

islands where if you washed ashore, they’d have taken you and had you 
for dinner.   

(iii)  But these natives didn’t – they showed kindness, extraordinary kindness, 
perhaps even putting many Christians to shame in their showing of 
hospitality (Heb. 13:2).   

(iv)  Why did they do this?  Were they already saved?  Did they have saving 
grace in their souls?   
(a)  If we don’t understand the work of God’s Spirit in the hearts of the 

unbeliever, we won’t be able to make sense of this.   
(1)  The Spirit restrains sin, through conscience and conviction.   
(2)  This influence can be very strong and can compel men to do things 

very beneficial to others, such as we see here.  Sometimes it can be 
so strong that they might look as though they’re saved.   

(3)  We need to bear in mind, however, that just because a person feels 
compassion for another and takes care of their needs doesn’t mean 
he’s converted; it also doesn’t mean that they don’t need to be 
converted – no one is good enough to enter heaven apart from 
Christ.   

(4)  The Good Samaritan did what was right as an example of what we 
are to do for our neighbor, but he was just as much in need of the 
Savior as the Jew he ministered to.   

(5)  Strimple’s example:  seminary student who wanted to be a 
missionary.   
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(b)  The Lord provides this influence universally to preserve the world, so 
that He may bring His elect into the world and gather them out of it.   

(c)  But it doesn’t mean that they don’t need to hear the Gospel.   
 

(v)  And so from this, let’s remember two things:   
(a)  First, the fact that the Lord would have us consider this example and 

do likewise – to show compassion to those in need.   
(b)  And second, that even though there are unbelievers around us who 

show uncommon kindness, if they’re not trusting in Christ, they still 
need to be saved.   

 
B.  This brings us to our second point, we see the mercies of the Lord in bringing His 

Gospel to them because of their need of Christ.   
1.  The Lord had a purpose in bringing Paul to that island, and we see that purpose 

now through a series of miracles, which all were to bear witness to the truth of 
the Gospel.   
a.  First, we see Paul’s deliverance from a poisonous snake bite.   

(i)  Paul was apparently recovered enough to help gather sticks for the fire.  
But as he was laying them on the fire, a snake, trying to escape the heat, 
came out from the sticks and fastened on Paul’s hand (v. 3).   

(ii)  The natives first of all saw this as justice being served (v. 4):   
(a)  Paul must be a murderer:  he escaped the sea, but justice was still 

pursuing him.   
(b)  Whether they saw this as an act of God, we don’t know; but we at 

least see this as evidence of the universal morality that God has 
implanted in the hearts of all men, as a part of their being made in the 
image of God – what was left in their consciences from the Fall.   

(c)  They knew in their hearts that murderers deserved to die.   
 

(iii)  But when Paul calmly shook the viper into the fire and didn’t suffer any 
ill effects from the bite for some time afterwards, they changed their 
minds and thought he must be a god (vv. 5-6).   
(a)  This wasn’t the first time a miracle produced this kind of effect.   
(b)  The people at Lystra thought Barnabas was Zeus and Paul Hermes 

because they healed a lame man (Acts 14:8-12).   
(c)  This just shows their superstitious and ignorant nature and a further 

reason they needed to hear the Gospel.   
(d)  The only way to overcome ignorance and superstition is by 

communicating the Gospel to as many as we can.   
(e)  This was the first miracle, and it certainly gained their attention.   

 
b.  Second, we see the healing of the Roman official’s father (vv. 7-8).   

(i)  The Roman governor of that land, Publius, also showed Paul and the 
ship’s company extraordinary hospitality by welcoming them and 
entertaining them for three days.   
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(ii)  When Paul understood that his father had been sick for some days with 
fever and dysentery, he went to see him, and having prayed for him, he 
laid his hands on him and healed him.   

 
c.  Finally, we see the healing of the natives.   

(i)  When the rest of the people on the island heard what Paul had done, those 
who were sick came to him and were cured (v. 9).   

(ii)  Understanding the reason the Lord gave miracles – to confirm His Word 
– and that Paul would never have allowed an opportunity to communicate 
the Gospel to pass by, we should assume that Paul preached the Gospel to 
the people and that the Lord was bearing witness to that truth through 
signs and wonders.  Miracles were especially prevalent when the Lord was 
breaking new ground with the Gospel, but they were scarce where the 
Word had been preached but rejected (Mark 6:5).   

(iii)  Their response seemed to be very positive:  they honored Paul and 
company with many marks of respect and supplied all they needed for 
their continuing voyage (v. 10).   

 
2.  What are we to learn from these things?   

a.  First, that the Gospel is God’s Word – there is no other message God has 
given that can save, and apart from the Gospel ordinarily none will be saved 
(excluding elect infants dying in infancy and elect mentally challenged who 
will never understand).  We must never begin to think that anyone will be 
saved apart from the Gospel.   

b.  And second, that common grace isn’t enough – a person might be very 
loving, sympathetic, compassionate and giving, but if he hasn’t trusted in 
Christ, he will still be lost.  As nice as he might be, he is still far from perfect.   

c.  Finally, we see that God wants His Gospel preached to every nation, tongue, 
kindred on earth.   
(i)  The Gospel went first to the Jews – as we’ve already seen.   
(ii)  Then to the Gentiles, of which the Romans were a part.   
(iii)  But also to every people group – the Lord stopped Paul on his way to 

Rome so that he could preach the Gospel to these natives at Malta.   
(iv)  The Lord wants all to hear, and since the work still isn’t done – the 

Great Commission – we must continue to pray, to give, to work and 
witness that the Gospel may advance and that the Lord might gather all 
His people into His kingdom.   

(v)  May the Lord help us to do so.  Amen.   


