
“Man:  The Image of God”
(Genesis 1:26-28)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Review.  

1.  We have been looking at the teaching of the Bible on God – who He is, what His plan is, and how He began to
execute that plan in creation.  

2.  We also saw His purpose was in creating man:  
a.  God made man to glorify and enjoy Him.  
b.  In order to do this, He gave man His Word to know how he might do this.  

B.  But in order that man might have the ability to do this, God made him in a very special way:  God made man in His
image.  
1.  In other words, God made man like Himself in some ways.  
2.  Now our Shorter Catechism tells us about some of these ways.  

a.  It tells us that God made both man and women in His image.  
b.  It tells us that this image had to do with His moral character:  knowledge, righteousness and holiness.  
c.  And it tells us that it had something to do with man’s purpose to rule over the creation as God’s co-ruler.  

3.  Now when man fell, he lost all of His moral likeness to God.  
a.  He also lost his dominion to a large degree – the creation began to rebel against him.  
b.  However, the Bible says that man was still in the image of God.  
c.  This means there was another way in which man was made in God’s image.  

4.  What we’ll want to look at this evening is how we are like God.  We’ll see how we were like Him before the Fall,
after the Fall, after regeneration, and then in heaven.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  Let’s begin by trying to understand how God made man like Himself.  This would refer to what man was like before the

Fall.  
1.  First, let’s consider how God set man apart when He first made him.  

a.  There was counsel taken in the Godhead in making man (Gen. 1:26-27).  
b.  There was a more personal involvement by the Lord in making man (Gen. 2:7).  

(i)  He formed man from the dust of the ground.  
(ii)  He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.  
(iii)  Then man became a living being.  
(iv)  Notice that this last statement regarding the creation of man rules out evolution:  the creature was man before

he became alive.  

c.  But notice how God made him:  in His image, after His likeness.  
(i)  This wasn’t true of any of the other creatures.  
(ii)  But it was true of man.  
(iii)  The creation of the angels is not mentioned, as I said last week, but they too were made in the image of God.  

2.  What is this image?  Man shares in God’s image in two ways:  His natural and moral image.  
a.  The natural image of God corresponds to God’s natural attributes.  

(i)  In man being in the natural image of God, he shares some of God’s attributes:  we call these the communicable
attributes, or those which are given to man.  



(ii)  They include the fact that man has a spiritual nature:  He is not only a body but a soul.  
(iii)  Man is also immortal, not that he is eternal, but that having been made, he will never cease to exist, by God’s

power.  Remember children, you have a soul that will live forever.  
(iv)  Man is also rational, that is, he can think, he can reason, he can contemplate the glory of God.  
(v)  These three things set man apart from all the other creatures, except for the angels.  

(a)  The angels possess these things.  The difference between angels and man is that the angels don’t have a
body, they were created for a different purpose – to be servants of those who would inherit salvation – and
they appear to be much more powerful – one angel was able to kill 185,000 Assyrians on one occasion (2
Kings 19:35) and 70,000 Israelites on another (1 Chr. 21:11-14).  

(b)  All the other creatures do have these attributes:  they do not have souls, they do not think, they will not last
forever.  

(vi)  God has other attributes that man does not share:  His omnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience, but
especially His simplicity, independence, immutability, and eternality.  

b.  But, more importantly, man also shared in God’s moral image.  
(i)  This was the most important part of the image of God – the glory of the man, his moral uprightness, the beauty

of holiness – the same thing that makes God to be so beautiful to the Christian.  
(ii)  This is thought to be the result of God’s breathing in man the breath of life – the Holy Spirit – He is the author

of holiness.  
(iii)  It consists of holy love that is drawn out by holiness, righteousness, and a spiritual sight of what is good or

holy, true and saving knowledge.  

c.  These two things make up the image of God in man.  
d.  Some would also include in the image man’s dominion over the creation.  

(i)  He was created to be God’s vicegerent, or the one who rules under God.  
(ii)  Whether this is a part of the image or not, it certainly was the task assigned to man, “Let them rule . . .” (Gen.

1:28).  

B.  Secondly, let’s consider briefly what man was like after the Fall and how the Fall affected that image.  
1.  First, man still retained the natural image of God.  

a.  He is still a rational, spiritual, and immortal being.  
b.  He even has the capacity to be moral, even though his morality has been completely corrupted.  
c.  Clearly, this is why man is still said to be in the image of God.  

(i)  The Lord said that if one man kills another, his life is forfeit, and the reason given is that man is in the image of
God.  He must still retain that image (Gen. 9:6).  

(ii)  We also read in James 3:7 regarding the tongue, “With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse
men, who have been made in the likeness of God.”  

(iii)  Man is still in the image of God in some sense.  

2.  But he entirely lost God’s moral image.  
a.  He has lost that spiritual, saving knowledge of God.  
b.  He has lost his original righteousness:  the source of desire to do what is right.  
c.  He has lost his holiness:  his moral purity and innocence.  
d.  He has lost it entirely.  It is completely erased, which is why man is said to be totally depraved:  he does not seek

after God (Rom. 3:11), he doesn’t do any good (v. 12), he cannot submit himself to the Law of God (8:7).  
e.  This is why man can do nothing to save himself.  
f.  God must do a work of grace in his heart before he will ever desire Him again.  

C.  Thirdly, let’s consider what God does to that image in the lives of those whom He regenerates.  
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1.  We read what He does in two passages:  
a.  Colossians 3:9-10  “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put

on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.”  
b. Ephesians 4:20-24  “But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught

in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to you former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is
being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put
on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”  

2.  In short, God restores the Spirit to their hearts.  
a.  He opens our eyes savingly to understand God’s truth, or in other words, to see again its glory and beauty – the

beauty of holiness.  
b.  He again gives us a desire for God – primarily for His holiness.  
c.  And He begins to make us holy again – He sets us apart to God and begins to separate us from the world and sin.

 
d.  This is why when we are regenerated by the Spirit, we want to trust in Jesus, love Him and follow Him wherever

He goes.  
e.  And thankfully, when God does this – and He only does so for His elect – He never repents or takes the Spirit

entirely away.  
f.  There may be times when the Spirit withdraws His influence from us to chasten us for our sins, but He will never

withdraw entirely.  
g.  He will keep us to the end.  

D.  Lastly, what will this image of God be like in man in glory.  
1.  It will be fully restored.  
2.  And it will never be lost.  

III.  Application:  Since God made us to be in His image, and sent His Son to recreate us in that image after the Fall, let’s be
exhorted by this passage to pursue that image in ourselves.  
A.  As we were exhorted this morning, let’s die to sin and live to righteousness.  
B.  Let’s keep away from the things that grieve and quench the Spirit’s work.  
C.  Let’s immerse ourselves in those means that strengthen His work.  
D.  Let’s do all we can to be more like God and Christ.  Amen.  
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