
“Make the Most of Your Opportunities” 
(Colossians 4:5-6)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  Last time, we considered how important it is that we put effort into 

our service for Christ.   

1.  The author to the Hebrews presents the Christian life as a race we are to run.  

2.  To run it successfully, we must do two things:   

a.  First, we must put away the sins that entangle us and keep us from running.   

b.  And second, we mustn’t allow even the things that aren’t sinful from 

weighing us down.   

 

3.  We must also keep two things before our eyes:   

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ – how He ran this race for us; how He loved us, 

suffered for us, died for us, gave us an example to follow.   

b.  And those lesser mortals – the saints – who ran the good race and finished as 

well.   

 

4.  And we must press forward:   

a.  We must run with endurance.   

b.  We must not grow weary and lose heart because it’s too hard or is taking too 

long.   

c.  It’s so easy when you see the finish line to want to stop short of it; but this is 

one race where you mustn’t do this.   

d.  You must press forward and endure to the end, if you are to cross the finish 

line and enter at last into heaven.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s consider that we’re not the only ones we should be concerned 

about in this race towards heaven – we also need to be concerned about those 

outside the church.   

a.  Spending some time with my Dad reminded me of how precious time is and 

each opportunity I’ve had to talk with him about the Gospel.   

b.  It reminded me that we only have so much time to reach those around us, and 

that those around us only have so much time to repent and believe before 

they enter a Christless eternity and all hope is lost.   

(i)  If we care at all about our neighbors, we must do what we can to reach 

them.   

(ii)  If we don’t care about them enough, we need to pray and use all the 

means of grace to increase that love so that we will.   

 

c.  One day all our opportunities will be gone, and so let’s redeem the time – buy 

up the opportunities – and make the best use of them.   
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2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, that we should make the most of every opportunity to witness to others.   

b.  Second, how we can make the most of those opportunities.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Holy Spirit, through the apostle Paul, exhorts us to make the most of 

every opportunity we have to witness to unbelievers.   

1.  We were reminded this morning that heaven is a real place:   

a.  Christ came down from heaven to save us.   

b.  The tabernacle Moses built and the temple Solomon built were modeled from 

a heavenly pattern.   

c.  Jesus told His disciples when He returned to heaven that He would go there 

and prepare a place for them – He prepared that place for us as well, if we are 

believers this evening.   

 

2.  We mustn’t forget that hell is equally real.   

a.  There are countless people who are there and will yet go there and suffer for 

all time, unless they are saved by Christ through His Gospel.   

b.  There will be many people we know, have known, or will know that will go 

there.   

c.  Realizing this, we need to do what we can to save them.   

(i)  We may be their only opportunity to hear the Gospel.   

(ii)  We want to make sure that we don’t deprive them of whatever we might 

be able to do to help them find Christ.   

 

d.  It’s true that if God hasn’t chosen them, they will still end up in hell no 

matter what we do.   

(i)  They will reject the Gospel each time they hear it from us.   

(ii)  But we should still do what we can to make sure we are not part of the 

reason they reject it, or part of all of the reason they never hear it.   

(iii)  If the Lord gives us the opportunity, if He puts us into someone’s life as 

a witness, we need to be faithful to witness to them, otherwise we will be 

part of the reason they are in hell.   

(iv)  The Lord said to Ezekiel, “Son of man, I have appointed you a 

watchman to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from My 

mouth, warn them from Me.  When I say to the wicked, ‘You will surely 

die’, and you do not warn him or speak out to warn the wicked from his 

wicked way that he may live, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but 

his blood I will require at your hand.  Yet if you have warned the wicked 

and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall 

die in his iniquity; but you have delivered yourself” (Ezek. 3:17-19).   

(v)  Has the Lord told us that any around us will perish if they don’t repent?  

Yes.   

(a)  “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey 

the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 

3:36).   
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(b)  “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he 

who has disbelieved shall be condemned” (Mark 16:16).   

 

(vi)  We don’t have the same responsibility that Ezekiel had, but we all have 

some.   

(vii)  When the Lord puts someone into our lives who doesn’t know the 

Gospel, let’s do what we can to bring Christ to them, whether our 

opportunities are many, few, or only one.   

(viii)  We may be their only chance to hear the Gospel.   

 

B.  How can we make the most of our opportunities?   

1.  First, we need to be wise.  Paul says, “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward 

outsiders” (v. 5).   

a.  The wise thing to do would be to make the most of our opportunities – those 

providential opportunities the Lord gives us throughout our lives to bring a 

Gospel witness to them.   

b.  This is wise on at least two levels:   

(i)  It would be wise for us to obey the Lord, since this is what He commands 

us to do.   

(a)  Through Jesus, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 

with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:19-20).   

(b)  Through Peter, “But even if you should suffer for the sake of 

righteousness, you are blessed.  And do not fear their intimidation, and 

do not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 

being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 

account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” 

(1 Pet. 3:14-15).   

(c)  Wisdom dictates that obedience is the best path for us to give a good 

account on that day.   

 

(ii)  It would also be wise for those to whom we witness, since apart from 

Christ, they must suffer eternally.   

 

2.  But how should we witness to them?  Paul writes, “Let your speech always be 

with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should 

respond to each person” (v. 6).   

a.  First, our speech should be seasoned with grace.   

(i)  When you speak to unbelievers, it should reflect a heart that is full of love 

and concern for them.   

(ii)  You shouldn’t approach them merely to debate or to argue, but to instruct 

them, to warn them out of love; they should see clearly that you sincerely 

desire their wellbeing.   

(iii)  People generally avoid getting into arguments.  They don’t like 

confrontation.  Neither do we.  That’s why we often avoid telling others 
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about Christ.  But people will listen to you if it’s obvious that you care 

about them.   

(iv)  But of course, to speak to them in this way, we really do need to care 

about them.   

(v)  Bunyan gives us several examples of what we should do in his book 

Pilgrim’s Progress.  In it, he not only tells us what we is necessary for the 

salvation of our own souls, but also for the souls of others, in such 

characters as Evangelist, Help, Goodwill, and others.   

(a)  Consider Evangelist who was willing to tell Pilgrim the truth and point 

him in the right direction:   

 

Now I saw, upon a time, when he was walking in the fields, that he 

was (as he was wont) reading in his book, and greatly distressed in 

his mind; and as he read, he burst out, as he had done before, crying, 

“What shall I do to be saved?” Acts 16:30,31.   

 

I saw also that he looked this way, and that way, as if he would run; 

yet he stood still because (as I perceived) he could not tell which 

way to go.  I looked then, and saw a man named Evangelist coming 

to him, and he asked, “Wherefore dost thou cry?”   

 

He answered, “Sir, I perceive, by the book in my hand, that I am 

condemned to die, and after that to come to judgment, Heb. 9:27; 

and I find that I am not willing to do the first, Job 10: 21,22, nor able 

to do the second.” Ezek. 22:14.   

 

Then said Evangelist, “Why not willing to die, since this life is 

attended with so many evils?”  The man answered, “Because, I fear 

that this burden that is upon my back will sink me lower than the 

grave, and I shall fall into Tophet. Isa. 30:33.  And Sir, if I be not fit 

to go to prison, I am not fit to go to judgment, and from thence to 

execution; and the thoughts of these things make me cry.”   

 

Then said Evangelist, “If this be thy condition, why standest thou 

still?” He answered, “Because I know not whither to go.”  Then he 

gave him a parchment roll, and there was written within, “Fly from 

the wrath to come.” Matt. 3:7.   

 

The man therefore read it, and looking upon Evangelist very 

carefully, said, “Whither must I fly?”  Then said Evangelist, 

(pointing with his finger over a very wide field,) “Do you see yonder 

wicket-gate?” Matt. 7:13,14.  The man said, “No.” Then said the 

other, “Do you see yonder shining light?” Psalm 119:105; 2 Pet. 

1:19.  He said, “I think I do.”  Then said Evangelist, “Keep that light 

in your eye, and go up directly thereto, so shalt thou see the gate; at 

which, when thou knockest, it shall be told thee what thou shalt do.”  
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So I saw in my dream that the man began to run. Now he had not 

run far from his own door when his wife and children, perceiving it, 

began to cry after him to return; but the man put his fingers in his 

ears, and ran on crying, Life! life! eternal life! Luke 14:26.  So he 

looked not behind him, Gen. 19:17, but fled towards the middle of 

the plain.   

 

(b)  Another character was Help, who gave Pilgrim the help he needed to 

get out the Slough of Despond, which represented the doubts and fears 

unbelievers have that they will ever find God’s mercy because of their 

sins.   

 

Wherefore Christian was left to tumble in the Slough of Despond alone; 

but still he endeavored to struggle to that side of the slough that was 

farthest from his own house, and next to the wicket-gate; the which he 

did, but could not get out because of the burden that was upon his back:  

but I beheld in my dream, that a man came to him, whose name was 

Help, and asked him what he did there.   

 

Christian:  Sir, said Christian, I was bid to go this way by a man called 

Evangelist, who directed me also to yonder gate, that I might escape the 

wrath to come.  And as I was going thither, I fell in here.   

 

Help: But why did not you look for the steps?   

 

Christian: Fear followed me so hard that I fled the next way, and fell in.   

 

Help:  Then, said he, Give me thine hand: so he gave him his hand, and 

he drew him out, Psalm 40:2, and he set him upon sound ground, and 

bid him go on his way.   

 

(c)  One final character was Goodwill, who, when Christian knocked at the 

wicket gate, pulled him in to save him from Satan’s fiery darts.   

 

Then did Christian address himself to go back; and Evangelist, after he 

had kissed him, gave him one smile, and bid him God speed; So he 

went on with haste, neither spake he to any man by the way; nor if any 

asked him, would he vouchsafe them an answer.  He went like one that 

was all the while treading on forbidden ground, and could by no means 

think himself safe, till again he was got into the way which he had left 

to follow Mr. Worldly Wiseman’s counsel.  So, in process of time, 

Christian got up to the gate.  Now, over the gate there was written, 

“Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Matt. 7:7.    

 

He knocked, therefore, more than once or twice, saying,  
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“May I now enter here?  Will he within  

Open to sorry me, though I have been   

An undeserving rebel?  Then shall I 

Not fail to sing his lasting praise on high.” 

 

At last there came a grave person to the gate, named Goodwill, who 

asked who was there, and whence he came, and what he would have.   

 

Christian: Here is a poor burdened sinner. I come from the city of 

Destruction, but am going to Mount Zion, that I may be delivered from 

the wrath to come; I would therefore, sir, since I am informed that by 

this gate is the way thither, know if you are willing to let me in.   

 

Goodwill: I am willing with all my heart, said he; and with that he 

opened the gate.   

 

So when Christian was stepping in, the other gave him a pull. Then said 

Christian, What means that?  The other told him, A little distance from 

this gate there is erected a strong castle, of which Beelzebub is the 

captain:  from thence both he and they that are with him, shoot arrows 

at those that come up to this gate, if haply they may die before they can 

enter in.  Then said Christian, I rejoice and tremble.  

 

(vi)  Our speech should be seasoned with salt:  it should be savory and 

salvific.  It should be full of the Gospel and point to Christ.   

(vii)  Of course, it’s also important that our life matches our words.  If we 

live like the world, they won’t believe us when we tell them about Christ.   

(viii)  They must see a difference in our lives that gives credibility to our 

words.   

 

b.  Second, not only will this goodwill, this love, guide you so that you will 

know how to respond to everyone you speak with, but as you continue to 

speak with them, you will gain the skill you need to speak skillfully.   

(i)  One of the reasons we grow so little in our ability to communicate the 

Gospel is that we do so little of it.   

(ii)  The more we exercise that ability, the more it will grow.   

 

3.  Let’s consider in closing that we only have so much time and so do those around 

us.   

(i)  Jesus told His disciples, “We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long 

as it is day; night is coming when no one can work” (John 9:4).   

(ii)  Time will one day be at an end, so let’s do what we can while we can.   

(iii)  Let’s strive to live the kind of lives Edwards wanted to live as described in his 

Resolutions,  

1. Resolved, That I will do whatsoever I think to be most to the glory of God, 

and my own good, profit, and pleasure, in the whole of my duration; without 
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any consideration of the time, whether now, or never so many myriads of 

ages hence. Resolved, to do whatever I think to be my duty, and most for the 

good and advantage of mankind in general. Resolved, so to do, whatever 

difficulties I meet with, how many soever, and how great soever. 

2. Resolved, To be continually endeavouring to find out some new contrivance 

and invention to promote the forementioned things. 

3. Resolved, If ever I shall fall and grow dull, so as to neglect to keep any part of 

these Resolutions, to repent of all I can remember, when I come to myself 

again. 

4. Resolved, Never to do any manner of thing, whether in soul or body, less or 

more, but what tends to the glory of God, nor be, nor suffer it, if I can 

possibly avoid it. 

5. Resolved, Never to lose one moment of time, but to improve it in the most 

profitable way I possibly can. 

6. Resolved, To live with all my might, while I do live.  Amen.   


