
”Make My Joy Complete” 
(Philippians 2:1-4) 

Introduction: The unity that Paul was urging upon the Philippians 
in their stand to advance the Gospel, which we saw last week in 
Paul’s letter, is even more greatly amplified in this portion this 
morning. Paul had encouraged them to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Gospel by striving together for the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints, and to do so even if it meant that they 
would ultimately have to face persecution for it. Having now 
exhorted them to outward unity in their efforts to promote the 
kingdom, he now appeals to them to have inward unity of mind in 
their labors together. 

as the basis for their unity of purpose. He says, ”IF THEREFORE 
THERE IS ANY ENCOURAGEMENT IN CHRIST, IF THERE IS ANY CONSOLATION 
OF LOVE, IF THERE IS ANY FELLOWSHIP OF THE SPIRIT, IF ANY AFFECTION 
AND COMPASSION.” He uses the word ”if”, not to indicate that there 
is any doubt as to the presence of these fruits, but to point out 
their reality. In essence he is saying, ”since” these things are 
present, they may make his joy complete by having that fruit of the 
Spirit’s work which will greatly advance their fruitfulness, that 
of being of one mind and one purpose, working together in harmony 
in their labors for the kingdom of God. Conversely, they are not 
to be caught up into their own things, that is, only seeking their 
own welfare, but humbling themselves in order to lift each other 
up. They are not to be concerned for their own interests, but also 
those of their brethren. And what the Spirit of God is alerting 
His church to in this text this morning is, 

Paul appeals to the fruits of the Spirit’s work in their lives 

There must be a true unity of mind among you as Christians 
towards one another if you are to glorify God in this world. 

I First I Want You to See the Very Important Fruits of the 
Spirit’s Work in the Lives of His People. 
A. The Presence of the Spirit Will Produce a Change of Life. 

1. The Spirit cannot be present in the lives of God’s 
people without a profound difference in the way that 
they live. 
a. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of holiness and 

wherever He is, He produces the same. 
(il He is like bleach which removes the stains 

which have impregnated themselves in the 
clothing of your soul. 

the dross of sin from the gold of 
righteousness. 

temple to be a holy temple. 

(iil He is like the refiner’s fire which removes 

(iiil Where the Spirit of God dwells, He makes that 

b. When the Spirit is present, it reflects in the 
inward and outward behavior. 
(il There is holiness within and without. 

(iil Yes, there will still be unholy thoughts which 
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are the result of indwelling sin. 
But there is always and evermore an increase 
in holy and righteous thoughts. 
And since the inward man is still torn to some 
degree between righteousness and sin, there 
will be a corresponding struggle in the 
outward actions. 
Unholy thoughts and desires will still breed 
the unholy fruit of sin. 
But the steady increase of holy thoughts and 
inclinations will bring about a steadfast 
increase of the good fruits of righteous 
actions and words. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit . 

2. A true p r o f e s s i o n  of  f a i t h  must be accompanied b y  a 
corresponding change in  behav ior .  
a.  I t  i s  so easy  t o  t a l k  the C h r i s t i a n  t a l k .  

(il A man might know many things about the 
Christian religion. 

(iil A man may even believe that all of it is true. 
It may even be that which he delights to talk 
of more than anything else. 

that he lives. 
A man really feels the weight of a truth when 
it changes his life. 

(iiil 

(ivl But it is no reality unless it affects the way 

(vl 

b. B u t  i f  the walk does not match the t a l k ,  then i t  i s  
mere ly  t a l k  w i t h  no r e a l i t y .  
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

(vi 1 

(viil 

I fear that many who profess the true religion 
today demonstrate by their actions that there 
is no reality to their faith. 
Back when I was in college, one of my 
professors said that a recent poll revealed 
that 80 percent of the United States claimed 
to be born again Christians. 
I asked if he really believed that to be true, 
to which he responded that he did for who was 
he to doubt the word of another. 
I responded that to me it was inconceivable 
that our country could be in the shape that it 
is with an 80 percent Christian population. 
Jesus said, ”ENTER BY THE NARROW GATE; FOR THE 
GATE IS WIDE, AND THE WAY IS BROAD THAT LEADS 
TO DESTRUCTION, AND MANY ARE THOSE WHO ENTER 
BY IT .  FOR THE GATE IS SMALL, AND THE WAY IS 
NARROW THAT LEADS TO LIFE,  AND FEW ARE THOSE 
WHO F I N D  IT” (Matt. 7: 13-14]. 
”NOT EVERYONE WHO S A Y S  TO ME, ’ LORD, LORD, ’ 
WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT HE WHO 
DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHO IS I N  HEAVEN” 
(v. 21).  
The Spirit produces within H i s  people the 
desire to obey and actual obedience to the 
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commandments of God. 

B. And That Change Which the Spirit Brings Will Primarily 
Reveal Itself in Our Relationships with Others. 
1.  Yes there are fruits of the Spirit which are primarily 

for us, such as joy and peace. 
a. There are those ways in which the Spirit ministers 

b. 

c. 

to our internal needs. They are not unimportant. 
He fills us with a joy which the circumstances of 
the world cannot take away. 
He fills us with a peace which is always present 
even in the most afflicting trials in life. 

2. But the Spirit’s work never solely terminates upon 
ourselves, but on others as is seen by the outward 
focus of those which Paul mentions here, which also he 
hoped would continue to increase and result in unity. 
a. First, He mentions encouragement in Christ. 

(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 
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Everyone needs encouragement of some kind or 
another at just about every point of their lives. 
Sometimes we tend to think that those who give 
encouragement never need it. But that is not 
the case. 
One cannot continue to give and give and never 
receive anything themselves. They must have 
encouragement from someone or they will grow 
dull, weak, and discouraged. 
But what is needed is not the worldly kind of 
encouragement, where you focus on some 
outstanding quality of another and extol them, 
such as, ”you’ re very smart, I know you’ 11 
figure it out, ” or ”you’ re handsome, or 
pretty, and I’m sure that you’ll find just the 
right person to marry.” 
But it is encouragement in Christ that we need, 
encouragement that doesn’t turn the individual 
toward themselves, but to Christ for the 
answer, such as, ”Go to the One in whom is the 
fullness of wisdom and knowledge for the 
answer,” or ”Believe that the Lord who knows 
your needs will meet your needs as He has 
promised,” or ”Yes, you do struggle with sin, 
and you cannot be acceptable to God by 
yourself, but hold on to Christ, for in Him 
you are made acceptable to the Father.” 
This is the kind of encouragement that you need to 
give your brethren and family in the Lord. 
This was present in the congregation at 
Philippi and Paul hoped it would abound. 

b. Then, consolation of love. 
(il This is a special kind of encouragement, that 

of giving comfort or solace to alleviate 
whatever affliction has arisen. 

are hurting and despondent to help relieve and 
(iil This is what we are to do when our brethren 
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mitigate some of their pain that they feel. 

they need you to talk to and to comfort them. 
(ivl If someone has lost a loved one, they need 

you to come and bear their pain with them. 

gentleness. If it does not issue from true 
concern it may do more harm than good. 
This too the Philippians had exhibited. 

(iiil If someone is going through a painful divorce, 

(vl But it must in a spirit of love and 

(vil 
c. Then, fellowship of the Spirit. 

(il This is that special function of the Spirit in 
bringing together the members of Christ’s body 
in harmony and close relationship. 

(iil It is seen in the apostolic benediction, ”THE 
GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THE LOVE 
OF GOD, AND THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 
BE WITH YOU ALL’’ ( 2  Cor. 13: 14). 

Spirit to the Lord and to each other. 
(ivl It is through this that we feel that we are 

all members of one another, and therefore have 
the care of one another. 
When you meet a Christian from another 
communion, though not having the same exact 
beliefs that you have, yet you sense a common 
love and bond with them, for you are both of 
one Spirit and share in His fellowship. 
This bond existed in the congregation at 
Phi 1 ippi . 

(iiil It is the close union of each through the 

(vl 

(vil 

d. And finally, affection and compassion. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

Being members of one another instinctively 
inspires care for each other as members of the 
same body. 
When one member rejoices, all rejoice, when 
one suffers, they all suffer. 
The Lord calls each of us to love our brethren 
as we love ourselves. When our arm hurts, we 
care for it. When our eyes burn, or our head 
aches, we drop everything to comfort and 
relieve its pain. So we ought to love each 
other as we love ourselves. 
Are you aware of the afflictions and trials that 
your brethren are undergoing? Then minister to 
them the mercies and compassions which the Lord’s 
Spirit engenders in your hearts. 
This church of the Philippians was a church 
with this kind of mutual love. 

e. By the exercise of these fruits Paul knew that a 
true work of the Spirit had begun, and his hope was 
that it would continue and result in his ultimate 
joy by seeing its completion in their lives through 
their living and working together in harmony. We 
too ought to focus on these graces to promote unity 
among ourselves for Christ’s glory. 
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Secondly, I Want You to See That Disunity Can Be Introduced by 
Satan and the Flesh in order to Thwart the Work of God in a 
Congregation. 

A. Disunity Can Ultimately Destroy a Church. 
1.  Paul was aware that there were relational problems in 

the church at Philippi and a breach of unity. 
a. As is the case in every church, there were 

differences of doctrine. 
b. And there had apparently been a breach between two 

women there, ”I URGE EUODIA AND I URGE SYNTYCHE TO 
LOVE IN HARMONY IN THE LORD” (4: 2). 

the importance of unity in our text. 
c. This is also obvious from the fact that he mentions 

2. Disunity is brought about by differing agendas in the 
church. 
a. In the church there are many people with many 

different ideas. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

b. But 

Some believe that the church is only to speak 
of the love of God and to leave His judgment 
in the background. 
Some believe that the church is only to focus 
on its internal workings and leave evangelism 
to the parachurch organizations, or to those 
who are specifically gifted to do it. 
Some believe that the church ought to be a 
political platform to speak against the 
government, or to picket and lobby against 
ungodl iness. 
And of course, everyone has their opinions as 
to what ought to be preached and taught and 
how things ought to be done. 

if the people of God do not unite on God’s 
agenda alone, then it brings about schism. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

If everyone thinks that there way is right and 
they are not open to the correction of the 
Scriptures, then they create an opportunity 
for the devil to create a division, something 
which God hates. 
The Bible says, ”THERE ARE SIX THINGS WHICH 
THE LORD HATES, YES, SEVEN WHICH ARE AN 
ABOMINATION TO HIM; HAUGHTY EYES, A LYING 
TONGUE, AND HANDS THAT SHED INNOCENT BLOOD, A 
HEART THAT DEVISES WICKED PLANS, FEET THAT RUN 
RAPIDLY TO EVIL, A FALSE WITNESS WHO UTTERS 
LIES, AND ONE WHO SPREADS STRIFE AMONG 
BROTHERS” (Prov. 6: 16-19]. 
But God has not left the matter open to 
question, He has given us the standard that we 
are to follow. 
But don’t all well-meaning Christians appeal 
to the Bible as buttressing their views? 
Usually that is the case. There are some who 
hold to their particular views only because 
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someone they respect has taught it, or that is 
the way that they were raised to believe, or 
they simply prefer that belief to any other. 
But if all Christians, relying wholly upon 
the Spirit’s illuminating power, in intense 
prayer and study, sought out the truth of God 
with earnest, there would be much less of a 
disagreement, and much more harmony among 
Christians . 
And we must never forget that the enemy of 
God’s kingdom and of our souls is constantly 
waging war seeking to bring disunity and to 
destroy the Lord’s people and their 
effectiveness. And far too often, he 
succeeds. 

3.  But Paul is here pleading for harmony. 
a. He desires that they be ”OF THE SAME MIND, 

MAINTAINING THE SAME LOVE, UNITED IN SPIRIT, INTENT 
ON ONE PURPOSE. ” 
(il What he is saying is this, that they all have the 

same mind so that they have the same love for one 
another, coupled with one purpose and one doctrine. 

in the life of the members of the church, they 
would go a long way in strengthening it. 

(iil As you can see, if these things were present 

b. And so it must be with us if we are to accomplish 
any worthwhile goals in the kingdom of God. 
(il If we are willing to work together and grow 

together in mutual love, and substantial 
harmony of belief, towards a common goal, then 
much may be accomplished. 

have ill-will towards each other, and force 
our distinctive views on one another, we will 
not accomplish much in the way of fellowship, 
worship, or evangelism. 

(iil But if we work at odds with one another, and 

B. This Disunity Paul Warns of Is Generally Bred by Selfishness. 
1.  It comes from conceit and selfishness, or, as Paul also 

puts it, from looking out only for your own personal 
interests. 
a. We are all far too apt to please ourselves. 
b. We tend to think that the church is a spiritual 

Burger King where we ought to have it our own way, 
and if we can’t, then we find a church that will 
give it to us. 

c. We’re concerned too much for our own interests, for our 
own needs. We don’t stop to consider that the needs of 
our brethren may be far different from ours. 

2. But the cure for this spiritual malady is a heavy dose 
of humility, coupled with an outward look to the needs 
of our brethren. 
a. Humility is here defined for us as regarding one 

another more important than ourselves, their needs 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

above our needs, their desires before ours. 
It is a looking away from your own interests to the 
interests of your brethren. 
And until a church learns to practice this, it will 
always languish in a state of spiritual sterility, 
it will not bring any children to birth, it will 
grow stagnant and eventually die as it is torn 
apart by schism. 
And so in closing this morning, examine your heart 
before the Lord. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

(vi 1 

(viil 

(viiil 

(ixl 

(XI 

Are you one of these who insists on having 
everything your way or are you willing to work 
with those who have differing convictions? 
Are your interests focused on your own needs, 
or are they also aware of the needs of others? 
Are your words and actions creating disunity 
in the church, or are you striving for harmony 
among the saints? 
Are your gifts being used to build up your own 
prosperity in the world, or are you using your 
time, talents, and gifts to build up the house 
of God and promote the welfare of His people? 
Are you living for yourself, or are you 
willing to give of yourself to others to help 
them in their labors, in their afflictions, in 
their struggles? 
When your brother or sister is in need of 
financial help, do you supply it out of your 
abundance or out of your poverty? 
When they are beset with great trials, do you 
seek to encourage them in the Lord with the 
Scriptures, in ways perhaps the Lord 
encouraged you when you were faced with the 
same things? 
Do you come alongside to help your brothers 
and sisters, your neighbors and friends, your 
school-mates and teachers when there is a need 
that you are able to meet? 
Until we learn to take our eyes off of 
ourselves and look to the needs of others as 
our Savior did, we will not even begin to 
experience the blessings of the Christian 
life. 
People of Christ, live for each other and do 
not merely look out for your own things. Be 
the servant of all. It is the road that your 
Master chose, can you choose any differently 
as His followers? It is in this way that 
Jesus said you will be the greatest of all! 
Amen. 


