
“Love Your Neighbor as Yourself” 
(James 2:8-13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, James warned us against showing partiality.   
a.  Not the kind related to loving one more than another.   
b.  But the kind that says, “You I will love and honor, but you I won’t.”   

(i)  This is especially true when the reason for giving or withholding our 
regard is sinful.   

(ii)  The example James gave us was of honoring the rich man for his wealth 
and despising the poor man for his poverty.   

(iii)  There can be no virtuous reason for doing this, but only self-interest.   
 

2.  Again, we need to be on our guard against showing this kind of favoritism for 
any reason.  This bears repeating because of our personality driven society.   
a.  Who are your heroes?   

(i)  What is it you admire them for?   
(ii)  Is it for something that the Bible doesn’t recognize as a virtue?   

(a)  For their wealth?  God has chosen the poor to be rich in faith (James 
2:5).   

(b)  For their intelligence?  God has chosen the foolish things of the world 
to confound the wise (1 Cor. 1:27).   

(c)  Is it for their athletic ability?  Physical exercise is of little value (1 
Tim. 4:8).   

(d)  Is it for their physical beauty?  Beauty is vain (Prov. 31:30).   
 
(iii)  Does it make you think less of yourself and others who don’t share that 

attribute?   
(a)  Even if it is a virtue, if admiring it makes us despise others who don’t 

have it, that’s sin.   
(b)  We should be convicted over our own sins; that’s good.   
(c)  But if the study of holiness produces a pharisaical attitude in our own 

hearts, that’s bad.   
(d)  Let it convict your own heart and draw you to Christ; but don’t let it 

tempt you to condemn your neighbor.   
(e)  Love builds up; it doesn’t tear down (1 Cor. 8:1).   

 
b.  You see that we can be guilty of the same thing as those to whom James 

spoke and not even realize it.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This is especially true when we consider this evening James’ third reason 

against partiality:  We are to love our neighbor as ourselves.   
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a.  The Law points us to love:  this is really what the Lord desires of us.   
b.  Love is the one principle that sums up the Law:  we can’t break any part of it 

without violating this principle:  we can’t set part of the law aside, without 
destroying love.   

c.  This is especially important when James tells us we must maintain this 
principle of love, if we are receive mercy from God.   

 
2.  This is what we’ll want to consider this evening in four points:   

a.  First, Scripture calls us to love one another as we love ourselves.   
b.  Second, to show partiality is to break that Law of love.   
c.  Third, no matter how well we might think we are fulfilling that Law, if we 

break it at one point, we have broken the whole of the commandments.   
d.  Finally, if we aren’t willing to maintain this love and mercy toward one 

another, the Lord won’t show mercy to us; but if we will, He will show 
mercy to us.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Scripture calls us to love one another as we love ourselves.   
1.  James writes, “If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the 

Scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing well” (v. 8).   
a.  Loving your neighbor as yourself is the fulfillment of the last six 

commandments:  the sum of those laws.   
(i)  You can’t truly say you love your neighbor if you don’t keep them.   
(ii)  If you set any one of them aside, you destroy the principle.   

 
b.  It is called the “royal law” because it is the law of our King:  it is what Jesus 

calls us to do.   
(i)  Remember, He doesn’t leave it up to us to define love.   
(ii)  He does in the commandments.   

 
2.  James tells us that if we’re fulfilling this, we’re doing well.   

a.  If we’re loving our neighbor, we’re on the right path.   
(i)  We’re doing what we need to be doing.   
(ii)  We are on the narrow road that leads to life.   
(iii)  We are living a life that is pleasing to God.   
(iv)  At least we are if we’re doing it for the right reasons:  a love for God, a 

desire for His glory.   
 
b.  We also show the evidence of a changed heart.   

(i)  The Spirit of God is the Spirit of love.   
(ii)  He produces that fruit in our lives (Gal. 5:22).   
(iii)  If we are loving our neighbors as ourselves – again for the right reasons 

– we show that He has saved us.   
(iv)  We need to understand this, or we won’t understand what James tells us 

next.   
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B.  Second, if we show partiality, we are breaking that law of love.   
1.  “But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law 

as transgressors” (v. 9).   
a.  Partiality is forbidden by Scripture (see here and other passages).   
b.  Where do the Ten Commandments forbid this?   

(i)  Each of the final six do:   
(ii)  They command us to love our neighbor.   
(iii)  By showing partiality, we are dishonoring our neighbor – or not loving 

him.   
(iv)  By not loving him, we are sinning.   

 
2.  How can we say we’re obeying the law – and loving our neighbor – while 

favoring one man over another for his wealth?   
a.  Again, we may love one more than another, but we are to love all men as we 

love ourselves.   
b.  To show partiality is a sin against love and therefore a transgression of the 

Law.   
 
C.  Third, since the sum of the Law is love, no matter how well we might think we are 

keeping God’s commandments, if we stumble at this one point – or any other – we 
have broken them all:  the principle of love behind it.   
1.  James gives us an example:   

a.  For He who said, "Do not commit adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not commit 
murder.’  Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you 
have become a transgressor of the law” (v. 11).   

b.  It’s clear that we’re breaking at least one law, but how do we become guilty 
of breaking the whole law?   

 
2.  The intent of the Law is that we love our neighbor.   

a.  If we think we are loving our neighbor and yet are purposely breaking any of 
the commandments, we’re really not loving them.   
(i)  We may be doing it outwardly, according to the letter of the Law, but we 

are not doing it according to the spirit of the Law.   
(ii)  If we were, we wouldn’t allow ourselves to fail at any point.   
(iii)  Love must be universal, or it is not love.   
(iv)  We can’t pick and choose some parts and leave out others; if we do this, 

we’re not keeping the parts we are for love, but for some other reason.   
 
b.  Since love is the sum of the Law, and since to reject any point of that Law is 

to reject love in principle, we have in essence broken all of the 
commandments.   

  
3.  This also shows us that obedience must be universal, or it isn’t obedience at all.   

a.  This doesn’t apply to Christian imperfection.   
(i)  We can’t keep them perfectly.   
(ii)  We’ll always be failing at one point or another.   
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b.  But it does apply to our resolve to keep them.   

(i)  If we say we’re trying to obey the Law out of love for the Lord, but set 
aside any of them, we’re really not obeying the Law out of love.   

(ii)  We’re doing it for some other reason.   
(iii)  We must strive to keep them all, or we’re really not keeping any of them 

as we should.   
 
D.  Finally, if we aren’t willing to show love and mercy to one another, the Lord won’t 

show mercy to us (vv. 12-13).   
1.  If we are not showing mercy and loving all our neighbors, but showing 

favoritism, then we will not receive mercy.   
a.  The person who honors the rich man and dishonors the poor, does not show 

mercy to the poor or honor the Lord.   
b.  Therefore, if he doesn’t repent of this bias, he will not receive mercy.  
c.  “For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy” (v. 13).   
 

2.  But if we show mercy, we will receive it.   
a.  We do not earn mercy by showing mercy, but show we have receive mercy 

already.   
b.  If we can’t show mercy, we haven’t receive it.   
c.  This is the evidence of our having received it, not the cause.   
d.  But we must still examine our hearts and lives to see if we have.  James says, 

“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty” (v. 
12).   

e.  Remember what Jesus teaches us in the Lord’s Prayer:  “And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. . . .  For if you forgive others for 
their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you 
do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions” 
(Matt. 6:12, 14-15).   

f.  “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy” (5:7).   
  
3.  This means we cannot afford to be partial.   

a.  If we are showing favoritism, we must repent.   
b.  We must ask God for the grace to love all men, regardless if they are 

believers or not:  we must love our neighbor as ourselves.   
c.  This the grace God gives every believer.   
d.  If you find you are partial, or that you are setting apart any of God’s Law, 

then turn to the Savior and ask Him to change your heart.  Trust in Him, 
believe in Him, turn from your sins, and you will find the ability to love all 
men.   

e.  But if you are a believer falling short of the grace you need to do this, call on 
the Lord to strengthen that principle in you, and He will.  Amen.   


