
 

“Love Your Enemies” 
(Matthew 5:43-48) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week, we saw how Jesus calls us as Christians to live by a higher 
standard than the world.  And we would expect this, since by the new birth, He has 
radically changed our nature.  He has made us to be like Him.  Therefore, we are no longer 
to live as we used to when we were in the world.  The people of the world can’t stand it 
when someone does something wrong to them.  They can’t stand it when they come out on 
the short end of the deal.  But the Christian is not to be this way.  When we are wronged, 
when someone very unjustly attacks us in some way, we are not to retaliate.  We are never 
to seek revenge.  Rather, we are to forgive, and we are to return kindness for evil.  We are 
to endure the injustices which others inflict upon us, no matter what they might be.  We are 
not to be so concerned about our person or our possessions that we would risk bringing 
dishonor upon Christ in order to keep them, or to get them back.  We are to be as mild as 
sheep and as gentle as doves.  We are to be, in other words, like Jesus Himself.   
  This week, Jesus tells us a little bit more of what our relationship should be toward 
those who hurt us.  He says, not only are we not to seek revenge upon our enemies, but  
 
  We are actually to love them in return.   
 
I.  Jesus again corrects the errors of the teachers of Israel.  He says, “You have heard 

that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.’  But I say to 
you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.”   
A.  Now we have the same problem today in our churches:  the problem of false 

teaching.   
1.  This is one application of what Jesus has been saying that we have not really 

looked at to this point.   
2.  Wherever anyone teaches, there is always the possibility that they will teach 

something false.   
a.  I am not saying that everyone is always mistaken.  Nor am I saying that those 

who teach error are necessarily trying to teach error.  Even many of the 
Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses are probably sincere when they teach their 
false doctrines.   

b.  But the Lord is not as concerned about sincerity as He is about truth.  It is truth 
that is life changing.  It is truth that the Spirit of God uses to convert and to 
transform a man’s life.  It is the truth therefore that must be proclaimed.   

c.  The Spirit of God can use the truth even if those who proclaim it are not 
sincere when they do it.  Just think about what Paul wrote to the Philippians, 
“Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some 
also from good will; the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed 
for the defense of the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my 
imprisonment.  What then?  Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in 
truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice, yes, and I will rejoice” (1:15-
18).  How could Paul rejoice in the fact that some were proclaiming Christ 
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from impure motives?  It could only be because he knew that God could use 
that truth to save His people, in spite of that messenger.   

d.  You never see Paul, or any other of the apostles, or even Christ, ever rejoice 
over the fact that error was being proclaimed in sincerity.  They only rejoiced 
in the truth.   

e.  How important it is then for us to hear the truth of God preached, to receive 
that truth, to know it, believe it and live according it; for if we live in any other 
way, no matter how sincere we might be, we will not be pleasing to God, just 
as those who lived according to the teachings of the Pharisees were not.   

 
B.  But now what is the false teaching that Jesus is correcting here?   

1.  Well, it’s not the first statement, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”   
a.  This is clearly God’s will.  The Lord told Moses in the Old Covenant, “You 

shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, 
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD” (Lev. 19:18).   

b.  This, as Jesus tells us in Matthew 22:39-40, is the second greatest 
commandment, which is like the first, and upon which all the Law and the 
Prophets rested.   

c.  This principle of love to a neighbor is so central to the teaching of the Bible 
that it is also included in our catechism.  The First Catechism, that we use to 
teach our children, asks, “What is the sum of the Ten Commandments?” and 
answers, “To love God with all my heart, and my neighbor as myself” (#76).   

d.  Simply stated, it teaches us that we should take the same care for those around 
us as we take for ourselves.  Are we concerned that we have food on our 
tables, clothes on our bodies and a roof over our heads?  Then we should have 
this same concern for others.  Are we concerned that our souls should not be 
lost forever in hell, but redeemed and brought safely into heaven?  Then we 
should have the same concern for others.   

e.  This needs to be taught, and it needs to be practiced by God’s people.  This is 
what God tells us is pleasing to Him.  You will need to judge for yourselves 
whether or not this is what God’s Word says.  If so, then this is what you must 
do, if you want to honor the Lord.   

 
2.  So then, where is the problem?  The problem is with the second statement, which 

makes it appear as though they didn’t understand the first statement either.   
a.  The second statement is, “You shall hate your enemy.”  This isn’t found 

anywhere in the Old Covenant teaching.  This also doesn’t follow from the 
first statement.  Just because God wants us to love our neighbors, doesn’t mean 
that He wants us to hate our enemies.   

b.  It appear from what Jesus says next in verses 46 and 47 that the Jews 
understood the word neighbor not to mean those who were near them, but 
those who were kind to them.  Jesus says, “For if you love those who love you, 
what reward have you? . . . And if you greet your brother only, what do you do 
more than others?”  These were the ones that they considered to be their 
neighbors.  It appears as though they were applying the principle we saw last 
week to these two situations as well.  “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth.”  “I will return love to those who love me, but I will return hatred to 
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those who hate me.”   
c.  Perhaps this is the same principle that we use in dealing with other people.  “If 

they love me, I will love them back.  But if they hate me, I will hate them.”  
Perhaps we push it even farther and become very particular about how they 
should show this love.  “If they love me in the way that I think they should 
love me, then I will love them.  But if they fail of my expectations, I will hate 
them in return.”  Some people show us love, well enough, but we don’t accept 
it as love, because it isn’t the way we think they should love us.   

d.  But when we do this, we twist the clear principle of Scriptural love into a 
sinful and selfish principle.  We no longer see that Jesus tells us that we should 
treat others the way that we want to be treated, but believe that He says that we 
should treat others the way you think they are treating you.   

 
3.  But what does Jesus say?   

a.  He says, “Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.”   
b.  He says you are to love others, even if they really are your enemies.   

(i)  Now when Jesus says this, does this mean that we are to have a fond 
affection for those who hate us?  Does this mean that we must delight in 
them?  No.  Often those who are your enemies are not at all attractive, but 
repulsive.   

(ii)  There is a word in the Greek which expresses love because of 
attractiveness.  That is not the word used here.  This word refers to a moral 
love, a love based on choice.  It refers to a commitment you make to love 
them, in spite of the fact that they might be unlovely.   

(iii)  And this doesn’t mean that your love is supposed to be emptied of all 
feeling, but it does mean that the reason for your love may not be found in 
them.   

(iv)  Jesus says that you are to love your enemies.  And from the tense used in 
the verb, He doesn’t mean just some of the time, but all of the time.   

 
c.  Jesus also says that we are to pray for those who persecute us.   

(i)  There are those who might simply hate us.  We are to love them.   
(ii)  But there may also be those who show their hatred by persecuting you.  

These you are to love in a more tangible way by praying for them.   
(iii)  And so even in the case of those who are unrelenting in their hatred and 

animosity and criticism, we are not to hate them in return, but we are to love 
them by praying for them.   

(iv)  And what are we to pray?  I believe we must pray what love for a 
neighbor will dictate:  pray for their well-being, but especially that they 
might prosper in the Lord; not while they are in sin, for they will never 
prosper in the Lord while they are unrepentant.  But pray that they might 
first be removed from sin and brought into a right relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ, and then that they might prosper, for this is the only 
way to true happiness.   

(v)  And so far from seeking revenge on our neighbor, we are to love them and 
to seek for their well-being.   
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II.  The next question which Jesus addresses here is why:  why should you love your 
enemies?  He answers, “In order that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven.”   
A.  To be a son means to share in the same nature as the one whose son you are.   

1.  This is what the word “son” means in the Bible.   
a.  For example, when Jesus is called the Son of God, this means that He shares 

the same nature with God.  He is “very God of very God,” as the Nicene Creed 
puts it.   

b.  And when He is called the Son of Man, this means that He also shares in the 
same nature as we.   

c.  Remember, it was important that our Savior have both natures:  He had to have 
our nature, in order that He might stand in our place and do what God required 
of us to be saved and to die to atone for our sins; and it was important that He 
be God, that His work might be worth enough to redeem all those whom the 
Father intended to save.   

d.  And when we embrace Jesus by faith, and trust in Him, those things which He 
earned for His people become ours.  His righteousness becomes our 
righteousness.  His death becomes ours death, in the sense that He takes away 
our sins.  And then we are adopted into the family of God.  Then we become 
children of God.   

 
2.  But Jesus is speaking about something more here than our adoption.  He is 

speaking about our actually becoming like God.   
a.  If He was speaking about our adoption as children of God, then He would be 

saying that we must love our enemies in order to be adopted.  This would be a 
salvation by works:  you must do this, to get that.   

b.  But what He really has in mind is our reflecting the holy nature of God.  He 
wants us to do what the Father does, so that we will show ourselves to be His 
children.  Peter writes, “For by these He has granted to us His precious and 
magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust” (2 Pet. 
1:4).   

c.  If we have embraced Christ, then we have become partakers of the divine 
nature.  By His grace, God has changed our hearts by His Holy Spirit.  This 
doesn’t mean that somehow we become divine, or become little gods.  But it 
does mean that we share in the same moral character of God.  We love the 
things He loves and hate the things He hates.  Therefore we will do what it is 
that God would do.   

d.  But sometimes we need encouragement to do this, because we become 
deceived by sin.  Our sin makes us turn away from the right path.  It makes us 
think that we can do the things that God hates, while at the same time believing 
that we are actually doing what is pleasing to Him.   

e.  But as I said, no matter what we might believe, no matter what we might think, 
we must always judge our actions by God’s Word, if we really want to know 
whether what we are doing is pleasing to God or not.   

 
B.  What is it that Jesus says that God does to His enemies?  He says that God is good to 
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them.   
1.  God doesn’t delight in His enemies or take pleasure in them.   But God is good to 

them and gives them good things.   
a.  Jesus says, “He causes His sun to shine on the evil and the good” (v. 45).  He 

could keep His sun from shining on evil men, if He wanted to, just like He did 
to the Egyptians when He poured His plagues out on them, while He at the 
same time gave light to His people, but He doesn’t.   

b.  Jesus says that He also “sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”  He 
could keep His rain back from the fields of the wicked, while giving water to 
His people, but He doesn’t.   

c.  The psalmist writes, “The LORD is good to all, and His mercies are over all 
His works” (145:9).   

 
2.  Jesus, who is the perfect image of the invisible God, also did the same.   

a.  Peter writes, “Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to 
follow in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His 
mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He 
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 
and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed” (1 Pet. 2:21-
24).   

b.  When Jesus was on the cross, He did not call down twelve legions of angels to 
destroy His enemies, but prayed for His persecutors, “Father, forgive them; 
they don’t know what they are doing.”   

 
III.  The bottom line is that the Lord tells us that we are to love our enemies in the 

same way.   
A.  We are to have a higher principle of love than those who are without the grace of 

God.   
1.  It’s not really that hard to love someone who loves you, is it?   

a.  It’s not that hard to give a heart-felt greeting to those who greet you in the 
same way.   

b.  As a matter of fact, it’s so easy that Jesus says even those who are without 
God’s grace can do it.  Even the tax-gatherers and Gentiles do the same (vv. 
46-47).   

 
2.  What’s really hard is to love those who hate us, and to warmly greet those who 

always show by their faces and gestures that they aren’t happy to see us.   
a.  That can be very hard.  But this is exactly what Jesus tells us we must do, if we 

are to show ourselves to be the children of God.  This is what we must do if we 
are ever to expect any reward from God.  If we never do anything beyond the 
power of an unconverted person, how can we ever expect to please God?   

b.  But you see, if you are a child of God here this morning, God has given you 
everything you need to fulfill this commandment.  He has given you the ability 
and the desire by His Holy Spirit.  You don’t need to be convinced that this is 
true.  You know it is.  You simply need to be reminded that He has and begin 
again to do what He calls you to do.   
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B.  Jesus finally sums up all that He has said in verse 48.  He says, “Therefore, you are 

to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”   
1.  Jesus means here that we are to set our hearts to imitate the moral perfection of 

God.  We are to love as He loves, we are to do what He does.   
2.  But since it is difficult for us to know in very many instances exactly what God 

would do, He has given to us the perfect example of what we should do in His 
Son.  We are to live as Jesus lived.   
 

C.  In concluding, there are three things that I don’t want you to miss this morning:   
1.  Jesus says that if you are to be like Him, you must love all men, but especially 

your enemies, as you love yourself.   
2.  He says you must not hate those who wrong you, but pray for them instead.   
3.  And you must seek with all your strength and for the rest of your life to be 

morally perfect and upright, just as He and His Father are perfect.  You will never 
reach perfection in this life, but Jesus says that you must be striving for it.   

4.  You might say that this is a difficult thing, who can do it?  You’re right!  It is 
impossible!  But the things which are impossible with men are possible with God.   

5.  The good news is that if you trusting in Christ this morning, God has promised 
that you will make progress.  Certainly if you love righteousness and hate sin, you 
will be thankful for that.  It is God’s will that you succeed.  Therefore He 
graciously grants to you His divine help and encourages you to come to Him daily 
for it, through His Son.   

6.  But the better news is that if you are making progress by the power of God’s 
Spirit, then you can be assured that Jesus has already done everything that is 
necessary to bring you all the way to heaven.  Jesus came into the world to 
destroy the works of the devil.  And when you see Him destroying sin in your life, 
then you can know that He has redeemed you.   

7.  But if, on the other hand, you are not making progress, if there is no desire in your 
heart to love your enemies, if you are intent on continuing to hate those who hate 
you and on cursing those who curse you, then realize that your heart is still bound 
in sin.  You stand in need of the new birth.  If that is the case with you this 
morning, then call upon Jesus.  Call upon Him to set you free from your sin.  Call 
upon Him to change your stony heart and to give you a heart of flesh.  Call upon 
Him for the strength to deny yourself and your sin and to embrace Him by faith.  
He alone is the Lord and Giver of life.  Come to Jesus and be saved.  Amen.   


