
”Love Rejoices With the Truth” 
(1 Corinthians 13: 6 )  

Introduction: Last week we were looking at the love of God in the 
life of a Christian, and we saw that this love does not easily 
impute evil to the actions of others. Love does not judge evil of 
someone else’s actions, character, or condition when there is no 
evidence for it. Furthermore, it will not be quick to receive and 
propagate an evil report about a brother or neighbor without 
carefully examining all the facts, and then only as the situation 
may biblically require. This love will also be quick to forgive 
and will not harbor resentment in the heart, knowing that such is 
sin and will ultimately bring greater sin when it seethes in the 
conscience for a long time. 

which the Spirit works in the heart of God’s own through 
regeneration, and now Paul sums up what true Christian love is by 
these broad remarks, ”Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness, 
but rejoices with the truth.” Unrighteousness expresses everything 
that is sinful, and truth everything that is the practical 
outworking of the truth of God in our lives, which is in essence, 
holiness. As John states it, in 3 John 3-4, ”FOR I WAS VERY GLAD 
WHEN BRETHREN CAME AND BORE WITNESS TO YOUR TRUTH, THAT IS, HOW YOU 
ARE WALKING IN TRUTH. I HAVE NO GREATER JOY THAN THIS, TO HEAR OF 
MY CHILDREN WALKING IN THE TRUTH.” The doctrine that is being 
taught in this passage this morning is, 

We have seen many of the particular expressions of the love 

All true Christian grace in our hearts produces practical 
holiness of life. Love is opposed to all wickedness and is 
inclined to all righteousness. Grace is not inactive, it will 
produce holiness in your living. 

I. All True Grace in Our Hearts Inclines Us Toward Holiness. 
A. Holiness Is the Reason for which God Elected Us in Eternity. 

1.  We are not saved on the basis of a holiness which we 
are able to produce in our own strength, but it is that 
unto which we were saved. 
a. God does not elect us because He foresees that we 

b. Paul says, ”JUST AS HE CHOSE US IN HIM BEFORE THE 
will be holy, but that He may make us holy. 

FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY AND 
BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM” (Eph. 1 : 4). 

c. And again, ”FOR WE ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN 
CHRIST JESUS FOR GOOD WORKS, WHICH GOD PREPARED 
BEFOREHAND, THAT WE SHOULD WALK IN THEM” (2: 10).  

d. Even as Christ said, ”YOU DID NOT CHOOSE ME, BUT I 
CHOSE YOU, AND APPOINTED YOU, THAT YOU SHOULD GO 
AND BEAR FRUIT, AND THAT YOUR FRUIT SHOULD REMAIN” 
(John 15:16). 

2. God’s eternal election of His people is the ground for 
the bestowment of this grace which makes us holy. 
a. Some have this grace and others do not precisely 

because of this. 
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b. And because this election is unto holiness, the 
grace which God gives to His people also brings 
about holiness in their lives. 

B. The Redemptive Work of Christ, Wherein He Purchased Grace 
for His People, Was Also for the Purpose of Holiness. 
1.  Remember that it was Christ, through His perfect life 

and atoning death, who purchased this grace for His 
people. 
a. Christ said, ”AND FOR THEIR SAKES I SANCTIFY 

MYSELF; THAT THEY THEMSELVES ALSO MAY BE SANCTIFIED 
IN TRUTH” (John 17: 19). 

b. Christ redeemed God’s elect and purchased grace for 
them that they might walk in holiness of life. 

2. He reconciled them to God by His death, to save them 
from wicked works, that they might live holy and 
blameless lives, set apart for His service. 
a. Paul writes, ”AND ALTHOUGH YOU WERE FORMERLY 

ALIENATED AND HOSTILE IN MIND, ENGAGED IN EVIL 
DEEDS, YET HE HAS NOW RECONCILED YOU IN HIS FLESHLY 
BODY THROUGH DEATH, IN ORDER TO PRESENT YOU BEFORE 
HIM HOLY AND BLAMELESS AND BEYOND REPROACH” (Col. 
1 : 21 -22). 

b. And again, Paul says of Christ that He ”GAVE HIMSELF 
FOR US, THAT HE MIGHT REDEEM US FROM EVERY LAWLESS 
DEED AND PURIFY FOR HIMSELF A PEOPLE FOR HIS OWN 
POSSESSION, ZEALOUS FOR GOOD DEEDS” (Titus 2: 14). 
Christ died for His people ”THAT THEY WHO LIVE SHOULD 

AND ROSE AGAIN ON THEIR BEHALF” (2 Cor. 5:15). 

c. 
NO LONGER LIVE FOR THEMSELVES, BUT FOR HIM WHO DIED 

C. God’s Efficacious Grace in Calling Us to Salvation Was for 
the Purpose of Holiness. 
1.  God calls His children to Himself through the effectual 

2. The Spirit of God calls, convicts, quickens, converts, 
call of His Spirit. 

and guides His people into the exercise of the grace of 
God through the Word of God. 
a. The purpose or end of this calling is that His 

b. ”FOR GOD HAS NOT CALLED US FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

c. And again, ”BUT LIKE THE HOLY ONE WHO CALLED YOU, BE 

people might walk in holiness of life. 

IMPURITY, BUT IN SANCTIFICATION” ( 1  Thes. 4: 7). 

HOLY YOURSELVES IN ALL YOUR BEHAVIOR; BECAUSE IT IS 
WRITTEN, ’YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY’” ( 1  Peter 
I: 15-16). 

D. The Spiritual Knowledge and Understanding Which Accompany 
the Grace of God in Our Hearts Incline Us to Holiness. 
1.  A man may have a great deal of knowledge and learning 

and yet be far from the grace of God. 
a. Remember that the devil is the greatest theologian 

who ever lived, and yet he is far from the saving 
grace of God. 

b. Such knowledge is only speculative or theoretical, 
and is not put into practice. 
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2. But a true spiritual knowledge and understanding is a 
practical knowledge. 
a. He that has a saving knowledge of divine things 

sees the beauty and excellency of holiness, the 
ways of holiness, and the ways of God. 

b. In the same way, one with this knowledge will hate 
sin and all the ways of sin, because they are 
contrary to the ways of God and His holiness. 

c. And if someone hates sin, it will surely cause him 
to avoid it, just as seeing the excellency of 
holiness, will cause him to walk after it. 

d. If we truly know God, we will see that He is worthy 
to be obeyed. Pharaoh did not know God, and so he 
said, ”WHO IS THE LORD THAT I SHOULD OBEY HIS VOICE 

BESIDES, I WILL NOT LET ISRAEL GO” (Ex. 5:2). 
e. If we know God, it is an infallible fruit of our 

knowing Him, that we will keep His commandments, 

IF WE KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. THE ONE WHO SAYS, ’I 
HAVE COME TO KNOW HIM,’ AND DOES NOT KEEP HIS 
COMMANDMENTS~ IS A LIAR, AND THE TRUTH IS NOT IN 
HIM; BUT WHOEVER KEEPS HIS WORD, IN HIM THE LOVE OF 
GOD HAS TRULY BEEN PERFECTED” ( I  John  2:3-5). 

TO LET ISRAEL GO? I no NOT KNOW THE LORD, AND 

”AND BY THIS WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE COME TO KNOW HIM, 

E. And All True Christian Grace Will Incline Us to Practice 
Holiness. 
1.  First, it affects our wills from which all of our 

actions issue forth. 
a. Outside of Christ, our wills are bound by our 

depraved minds. We are slaves to sin, and morally 
incapable of desiring anything that would commend 
us to God. For this reason, Luther said the will 
is in bondage. 

b. But when the grace of God quickens us to life, it 
renews us into the moral image of God, thus 
releasing us from our bondage to sin. Then the 
will, being freed from its bondage to corruption, 
will begin to will that which is good. 

c. Such right willing will result in holy decisions. 

2. Secondly, grace is by definition that which inclines us 
toward that which is holy. 
a. Grace is the new principle which is placed in the 

heart of man at conversion. 
b. Whereas the sinful principle in our hearts produced 

sinful actions, the gracious principle placed there 
by God will issue in righteous and holy actions. 

c. There is now a new root planted there which will 
bring forth the new fruits of righteousness. 

3. Thirdly, if you have true grace in your heart, and are 
not deluding yourself in the matter, that grace will 
produce an effect in your life. 
a. A picture of a man, though it looks as much like 
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the man as anything possibly can, cannot do 
anything because it is merely a picture and not the 
real i ty. 

b. However the real man has the power to do things. 
c. And so it is with us. If we possess only a shadow 

of the true grace and not the reality, it will not 
change our lives, we are only deluding ourselves. 

effect in our lives as only that which is real can. 
d. But if we possess the reality, it will cause an 

4. Fourthly, grace is a life-giving principle. 
a. Men are represented in Scripture as being dead in 

trespass and sin and completely unable to move, act 
or do anything which can commend them to God. 

b. But those who have the grace of God in their 
hearts, are said to be alive, and because they are 
so, they will bring forth the actions of a man who 
is alive toward God. 

5. And finally, grace is a very powerful principle. 

life-giving principle, it is also a powerful 
pr inci pl e . 

b. And the more powerful any principle is, the more 
it will produce the fruits to which it inclines. 

a. The grace of God in the heart of man is not only a 

11. Not Only Does All True Grace Incline Toward Holiness, But All 
of the Particular Christian Graces in Our Hearts Will Incline 
Us Toward Holiness. 
A. A True and Saving Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ Will Bring 

About True Holiness in Our Lives. 
1.  First, a true faith is a faith that works by love (Gal. 

5:6). It is not a barren faith but one that shows its 
reality by the works it produces, ”BUT SOMEONE MAY WELL 
SAY, ’YOU HAVE FAITH, AND I HAVE WORKS; SHOW ME YOUR 
FAITH WITHOUT THE WORKS, AND I WILL SHOW YOU MY FAITH 
BY MY WORKS.’ . . . FOR JUST AS THE BODY WITHOUT THE 
SPIRIT IS DEAD, SO ALSO FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD” 
(James 2:18, 26). 

2. Secondly, if you have true saving faith, you will be 
convinced of the reality of the truths of Christianity. 
a. And of course, if you are convinced that they are 

true, they will also make a difference in your 
life. 

b. The one who hears something, and says he believes 
it, and yet does nothing in response to it, only 
shows that he does not in fact believe it. 

having to do with an eternal world, and everlasting 
salvation which Christ has purchased for all that 
will accept it, it will only influence our lives if 
we really believe it. 

d. We will do what the Gospel requires of us, and seek 
by all means to follow Christ. 

c. And so when we are told in the Gospel about things 

3. Thirdly, if you truly accept the Lord Jesus Christ as a 
Savior from sin, not just from the penalty, but the 
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practice of sin, it will incline you toward holiness. 
a. It is impossible for someone to accept Jesus as a 

Savior from sin and still embrace it. 
b. The one that comes to Christ as his Lord and King, 

as the One who has sovereign right over his life, 
must submit to His law and yield obedience to His 
commands, if his profession is true. 

separated unto the glory of Christ. 
c. And this is the essence of a holy, one that is 

4. And fourthly, if you truly trust in God you will show 
it by your diligent pursuit of holiness. 
a. If we say that we trust in God and yet continue to 

live a life of sin, then we are presumptuous in 
saying so, and are in fact lying. 

b. But if we demonstrate that profession by a life of 
laboring, fighting, watching and suffering all 
things for Christ, then we are speaking the truth. 

c. And so a true saving faith will issue in holiness. 

B. All True Love to God Will Incline Us Toward Holiness. 
1.  Love is something that is not dormant, but active. 

a. Just about all the actions of men are driven by a 
love to something. 
ti) If you love money, then it drives you to 

continually pursue it. 
If you love prestige and to be honored of men, 
then you will do all that you can to gain 
recognition in the eyes of others. 

tii) 

b. And so if you love God, you will be influenced by 

c. You will constantly seek His grace and approval and 
that love in the things that you do. 

His glory in all of your works. 

2. Your actions will be the most conclusive test of your 
love for God. 
a. If you make a great profession of love, it will not 

be true unless it is seen in your actions. 
b. If you say that you love your friends, and yet you 

treat them with contempt, then what do you make of 
your profession? 

ti) If you are constantly laying aside you own 
c. And so it is with your profession of love to God. 

desires, and taking pains to do what God commands 
you, no matter what the personal cost to you, it 
demonstrates that your profession is valid. 

tii) But if you profess to have a great love for 
God in your heart, but your life demonstrates 
that you are not willing to keep His 
commandments or take heed to His Word, then no 
one can rightly conclude that your profession 
is anything more than a mere profession. 

incline you to choose Him over all other 
things, and if there is any conflict between 

tiii) If you have a true love to God, it will 
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them, to desire God above your greatest 
treasures, to delight in Him as that which 
brings you the greatest satisfaction. 
And so you will not forsake God for other things, 
and this will be apparent by the way you live. 

tiv) 

C. All True and Saving Repentance from Sin Will Incline Us to 
the Practice of Holiness. 
1.  Repentance means to change your mind about something. 

Whereas before you approved of something, now you 
disapprove of it and hate it. 

2. But this change of mind must also have with it a change 
of actions. If you say that you are sorry for your 
sins, and yet do not amend your ways, then it shows 
that your repentance is not genuine. 

seeks the righteous and holy paths. 
3. Genuine repentance forsakes the evil and tenaciously 

D. A Godly Humility Will Incline Our Hearts to Holiness. 
1.  True humility tends to produce humble behavior, both 

before God and man. 
2. He who was prideful in heart will no longer have a 

prideful look nor behavior, nor seek as he did formerly 
to exalt himself over others. Instead, he will be 
satisfied with God’s will for his life, and be patient 
and submissive to that will. 

3. It will also make him meek toward all men, whether his 
inferiors or superiors, and gentle, peaceable, not 
self-willed, or envious of others, but inclined to not 
harbor resentment, but be quick to forgive. These are 
the things which belong to holiness. 

E. A Genuine Fear of God Will Incline Us to Holiness. 
1.  The fear of the Lord in the Scriptures means that we 

have a holy dread of doing anything that would offend 
the holy God by sinning against Him. 

2. If you have such a fear, it will incline you to avoid any 
sin that would bring upon you His displeasure or wrath. 

3. Proverbs 8:13 says, ”THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS TO HATE 
EVIL.” And the Lord says concerning Job, ”HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED MY SERVANT JOB? FOR THERE IS NO ONE LIKE 
HIM IN THE EARTH, A BLAMELESS ANn UPRIGHT MAN, FEARING 
Gon AND TURNING AWAY FORM EVIL” ( J O ~  I : 8). 

4. To the degree that you fear God, to that degree you 
will turn from evil and do righteousness. 

F. A Heart Overflowing with Real Thankfulness and Praise Will 
Incline Us toward Holiness. 
1.  When we are sincerely thankful to God for mercy 

received, it will cause us to give back to Him 
according to the depth of that mercy. 

2. And although we can not give to God anything by which 
He might profit from us, yet if we are truly thankful, 
we will do what we can to return Him praise and honor. 

3. No one who has experienced the grace of God in Christ, 
and is thankful for it, will continue to lead a wicked 
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life, but will endeavor after holiness. 

G. Heavenly-mindedness Will Incline Us Toward Holiness. 

will cause us to pursue the things of the world. 

cause us to pursue heavenly things. 

pursue the things of the world, that profession has no 
val idi ty. 

we might have treasures in heaven, then our profession 
is greatly strengthened. 

1.  If our heart is set on the things of the world, then it 

2. But if our hearts are set on heavenly things, it will 

3. And so if we say that we are heavenly minded and yet 

4. But if we part with our worldly treasures in order that 

H. A Heart Filled with Love to All Men Will Incline Us to 
Practical Holiness. 
1.  That is, if we truly love others, then it will cause us 

to seek after performing works of love to them. 
2. Again, to merely profess it will do us no good. As the 

apostle John says, ”LITTLE CHILDREN, LET US NOT LOVE 
WITH WORD OR WITH TONGUE, BUT IN DEED AND TRUTH. WE 

ASSURE OUR HEART BEFORE HIM” ( I  John 3: 18-19). 
SHALL KNOW BY THIS THAT WE ARE OF THE TRUTH, AND SHALL 

3. We know from our own experiences that if we truly love 
someone, it will incline us to do whatever we can to 
minister to their needs. This is holy behavior. 

I. And Lastly, a Heart Filled with a Gracious Hope Will 
Incline Us toward Holiness. 
1.  A false hope will bring about ungodliness of life. 
2. But a gracious hope, that is, the hope which God’s grace 

brings into our lives, causes us to more diligently 
serve God and to seek more earnestly to avoid sinning 
against Him. ”AND EVERYONE WHO HAS THIS HOPE FIXED ON 
HIM PURIFIES HIMSELF, JUST AS HE IS PURE” ( I  John 3:3). 

3. If what a man hopes for is greater holiness of life in 
the future, then he will be strengthened to strive more 
earnestly for this grace in this life. 

III. Uses. 
A. From this text we see one of the main reasons that good 

works are so much insisted on by the Scriptures as an 
evidence of a sincere faith. 
1.  Christ said that we will know all men by the fruit that 

their lives bring forth (Matt. 7:16-20), and He 
emphasizes to us that it is the one who keeps His 
commandments that truly loves Him (John 14:21), and 
that those who do not love Him will not keep His 
commandment s . 

2. Paul writes, ”OR DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT THE UNRIGHTEOUS 
SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD? DO NOT BE 
DECEIVED; NEITHER FORNICATORS, NOR IDOLATERS, NOR 
ADULTERERS, NOR EFFEMINATE, NOR HOMOSEXUALS, NOR 
THIEVES, NOR THE COVETOUS, NOR DRUNKARDS, NOR REVILERS, 
NOR SWINDLERS, SHALL INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD” ( I  
Cor. 6: 9-10). 
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3. ”IF YOU ARE LIVING ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, YOU MUST 

4. God wants us to know that apart from holiness of life, 
DIE” (Rom. 8:13). 

we will never see heaven. We will be judged by our 
fruits here on earth, and He will judge us by those 
same fruits on that final day. 

B. In view of this, examine yourselves to see whether that 
which you are basing your hope on is the grace of God or 
something less which cannot save you. 
1.  You must be careful here, for even truly godly 

individuals believe that if they were to judge 
themselves by their fruits, they would surely condemn 
themselves . 
a. But you must remember that the Christian life is 

not a perfect life. 
b. A Christian may have many faults and failures and 

yet still be holy. 
c. Even though there is imperfection, there can still 

be a pattern of holy living. There can still be 
holy fruit constantly being born in that life. 

2. But further examine you lives in the following areas. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Do your failings in the area of holiness seem 
abominable in your sight and do they humble you? 
Do you mourn for your lack of holiness and do you 
have an increasing hatred of sin? Are you really 
grieved by your falling into sin? And do you 
really repent from your sins as Job did, in dust 
and ashes? 
Do you constantly have a dread of sin within your 
heart? Do you dread any future occasions of sin, 
and that because it is evil, harmful to your soul, 
and offensive to God? Do you watch out for it, to 
keep away from anything that tends toward it? 
Does holiness seem to you to be a beautiful and 
desirable thing? Do you ”rejoice in the truth” as 
the text says? Are you as the Psalmist who speaks 
of the Law of God as his delight; do you love the 
commandments of God? 
Do you especially take delight in godly and holy 
things, as over against worldly things? What is 
the center of your desires, the world and the 
things of the world, or heaven and the things of 
heaven? 
Do you hunger and thirst after holiness? Do you 
long to be conformed to the image of God, to live, 
day by day, a more spiritual life, more to God’s 
glory? Is this what you are striving after? 
Do you make it your primary endeavor in life to 
live a holy life as God would require you? 
not only desire heavenly and holy things, but 
are you striving after them in reality? To a 
Christian, a holy life is not incidental, but the 
greatest concern of his life. The business of a 
Christian is to be like Christ, to be holy as He is 
holy. Is it your aim to be a holy person? 

Do you 
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g. Do you really desire to know all which the Lord 
commands you to do in His Word? Do you read it and 
study it daily for the purpose of being further 
enlightened as to God’s will for your life? 

h. If you can honestly pass these tests, then you have 
evidence that the grace you lay claim to is that 
which God gives and inclines to holiness. And if 
you should fall, God will raise you up again. But 
if not, then call upon Christ to save you. Believe 
on Him alone to deliver you from that which your 
works can never free you from. Come to Christ 
today, and be holy. Amen. 


