
“Love:  Our Constant Debt” 
(Romans 13:6-10) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning we are talking about a subject most people don’t like:  debt.   
a.  All of us have debts.   

(i)  Whenever we use the phone, we run up a bill, putting us in debt.   
(ii)  When we turn on our heaters, lights, water.   
(iii)  When we fill our shopping carts at the store.   
(iv)  Whenever we use our credit cards.   
(v)  If we have a house, we have a mortgage payment, property tax, insurance.   
(vi)  The list sometimes almost seems endless.   

 
b.  And we know we must pay our debts:   

(i)  When the utility bills come.   
(ii)  When we check out at the supermarket.   
(iii)  When the bill comes from the credit card company.   
(iv)  Also the mortgage, property tax, insurance.   
(v)  The Lord would have us pay all our debts.   

 
2.  But there is another debt we owe, one we will never pay off:  love.   

a.  “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another” (v. 8).   
b.  Why do we owe this?  Because we always owe God obedience.   
c.  “For he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law” (v. 8).   
 

3.  These are the two things we will consider this morning:   
a.  We must repay our debts to all men.   
b.  We must especially pay the debt of love.   
 

B.  Review and preview.   
1.  Last week, we considered biblical submission to the state.   

a.  God ordained the magistrate; the magistrate rules by His authority.   
(i)  This authority is for our good – protecting our life, liberty, property.   
(ii)  It is for the praise of the good and the punishment of evil.   
(iii)  It bears the sword and may execute, by God’s authority, those who do things 

worthy of death.   
 
b.  Therefore, we must submit to it.   

(i)  It is God’s authority.   
(ii)  But, if it doesn’t exercise authority in the way God requires, it must not be 

obeyed.   
(ii)  Samuel Rutherford wrote his book Lex Rex to show that God’s Law is king 

and the state must submit to it.   
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(iii)  If it violates that law, to the point of becoming tyrannical, it may lawfully be 
overthrown as an enemy of God.   

(iv)  As the apostles told the Sanhedrin, “We must obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29).   

 
2.  But because it is God’s minister, we have a debt we must pay to it.   

a.  Taxes.   
b.  Custom.   
c.  Fear.  
d.  Honor.   
e.  And one further thing:  to be the best citizen – i.e., be a good neighbor.   
 

3.  This morning, I want us to consider our debts.   
a.  What we owe the state.   
b.  What we owe our neighbor.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what do we owe the state?   
1.  We owe them taxes.   

a.  Tax is probably our least favorite subject.   
b.  It’s true that in most place and times, taxes have been excessive.   
c.  I’ll not say much here but that biblically, we are required to pay them:  Jesus 

says, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s” (Matt. 22:21).   
d.  Why?   

(i)  “For rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing” (v. 
6).   

(ii)  They are appointed by God.   
(iii)  It is their full time occupation.   
(iv)  We are those to whom they minister; we benefit.   
(v)  Therefore, we are to support them:  through taxes.   
 

e.  The same is true with regard to the church.   
(i)  Elders are rulers.   
(ii)  They are appointed by God.   
(iii)  They minister to you.   
(iv)  If this is their full time occupation, they must be supported by those to 

whom they minister/those who benefit from it.   
(v)  “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who 

teaches” (Gal. 6:6).   
 

f.  Where God ordains labor, He also ordains support:  “The laborer is worthy of his 
wages” (Luke 10:7).   

g.  Therefore, we must pay our taxes.   
 

2.  But there is more we owe:  custom.   
a.  Custom is a toll, tax or tribute owed the state.   
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b.  Jesus uses the word to refer to the tax collected by the local magistrate from 
strangers (Matt. 17:25).   

c.  Where this is owed, we must pay.   
 
3.  We owe them fear.   

a.  We must respect their authority, fear them.   
b.  This applies to all authority:  in the family – husband, parent – in the church – 

elder – in the state – those who rule over us.   
c.  We must listen to what they say, obey them when they lawfully exercise their 

authority, disobey only when we must.   
 
4.  And we owe them honor.   

a.  We are to honor them in their office.   
b.  We must respect them as those appointed by God.   
c.  Sometimes we find we cannot respect those who hold office – e.g., Clinton.   
d.  But we must always honor them as officers, as authorities.   
e.  Again this applies to all authority – husband, parents, elders, mayors, governors, 

senators, assembly members, presidents.   
 

5.  This is simply an application of the 5th commandment:  honor all authority.   
a.  We must pay our taxes – taking the legal tax breaks, of course.   
b.  We must honor the king (1 Pet. 2:17).   

 
B.  Second, what do we owe our neighbors, as neighbors?   

1.  First, we need to pay our debts to them.   
a.  Paul says, “Owe nothing to anyone” (v. 8).   
b.  We must pay our bills on time.   
c.  We mustn’t go into debt when we really don’t need to – if don’t need that item 

and don’t have the money to pay for, don’t go into debt for it.   
d.  If we have the money to pay off our debts, we mustn’t spend it on something less 

important.   
e.  Whenever we go into debt, we come under the power of someone else.   
f.  This doesn’t mean all debts are wrong – house, car, etc., if we have the means to 

make the payments – although if you can, it’s far wiser to pay cash.   
g.  But it does mean, as much as possible, we are to live debt free, except for the 

next debt Paul speaks of.   
 
2.  Second, we are constantly indebted to pay them what God commands:  love.   

a.  This is how we also become the best citizens of the state.   
b.  We are bound at all times, in all places, and with all people – family, friends, 

acquaintances and enemies – to love them.   
c.  We are to love them because God commands it – that makes it right.   
d.  But we are also to do it because of everything else God commands.   

(i)  The Ten Commandments.   
(ii)  These are the expressions of biblical love to our neighbors.   
(iii)  God says don’t commit adultery.   

(a)  Not to touch another’s spouse or desire them loves our neighbor.   
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(b)  This is loving our spouse if we’re married.   
(c)  And it is loving God who commands it.   
 

(iv)  God tells us not to murder:  not to injure, kill, or hate our neighbor, this 
loves him, those close/dependent on him, and God who commands it.   

(v)  Not stealing from our neighbor – protecting his property/goods, loves our 
neighbor and God.   

(vi)  Not coveting what he has so that we want to take it for ourselves, loves our 
neighbor.   

(vii)  “He who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law” because that is what the 
Law requires (v. 8).   

(viii)  “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the 
law” (v. 10).   

(ix)  Paul says any other commandment is summed up in this command:  “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself: (v. 9).   

(x)  How do you want others to treat you?  Do you want them to love you?  Do 
the same to them.  This is what we owe all men.   

 
C.  Finally, where do we find the strength to pay these debts?   

1.  Obviously, through Christ.   
a.  He supplies all our physical needs.   

(i)  “Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that works within us” (Eph. 3:20).   

(ii)  All we need to do is seek first His kingdom:  “But seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you” (Matt. 
6:33).   

(iii)  He will give us what we need to meet our needs.   
 
b.  He supplies all our spiritual needs.   

(i)  He paid the debt of our failures on the cross.   
(ii)  He paid the debt of obedience personally by obeying His Father’s laws and 

gives that righteousness to us.   
(iii)  He even gives us the strength to discharge our debts to the state and to our 

neighbor, through His Holy Spirit.   
(iv)  He does this all by His grace through faith.   
(v)  If you have Christ this morning, you have all you need.   
(vi)  If you don’t, you have all these debts  to pay on your own.  You need Christ 

desperately.  Believe on Him now.   
 

2.  But secondly, we find more of Christ’s strength to obey through the means He has 
given.   
a.  His Word:  read it.   
b.  Prayer:  spend time seeking Him.   
c.  And His sacraments.   
d.  Christ waits at the table this morning to strengthen our faith, to fill us with His 

Spirit and power.   
e.  Let’s prepare to come to the table and receive these blessings.  Amen.   


