
“Love One Another” 

(1 Peter 1:22-23) 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time, we saw we needed to cultivate a thankful heart if we are to be useful 

to the Lord.   

a.  This is one significant thing that sets us apart from unbelievers:  they can 

profess to know God, quote and even believe Scripture, and sing to Him, but 

they can’t do it in a way that pleases Him, because they can’t do it from a 

thankful heart – only we can.   

b.  Thanksgiving honors the Lord in a way that nothing else can.   

(i)  The Lord is pleased when we pray and trust Him.   

(ii)  But He is especially honored when we praise Him, because then His 

glory is the main focus, then we’re giving to God.   

 

2.  And so we should seek to thank Him more.   

a.  We should thank Him in our prayers.   

b.  We should thank Him at all times and in all circumstances.   

c.  The more we see what we deserve – hell – and what He gives us instead – 

blessings, even working good out of our difficulties – the more we should 

thank Him.   

d.  As our brother Dick Nielsen often said, “As long as we are receivers of 

mercy, we should be givers of thanks.”   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s consider something further that will help us to be useful to 

the Lord:  we must love one another.   

a.  This is what He commands:  “Since you have in obedience to the truth 

purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one 

another from the heart” (1 Pet. 1:22).   

b.  This is one of the best evidences that we are true believers:   

(i)  “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 

brethren.  He who does not love abides in death” (1 John 3:14).   

(ii)  Jesus tells us, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if 

you have love for one another” (John 13:35).   

 

c.  And it’s something that will help us to move ahead in the work He’s called us 

to do.   

 

2.  Let’s look at four things:   

a.  That we are commanded to love one another.   

b.  How we are commanded to love one another.  

c.  Some encouragements to love one another.   

d.  And how we can love one another more.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we are commanded to love one another.   

1.  We’re actually commanded to love everyone:  Jesus tells us, “You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:39).   

a.  Paul wrote to Titus, “Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be 

obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be peaceable, 

gentle, showing every consideration for all men” (3:1-2).   

b.  This is how the Lord uses us to bring others to Himself.  Jesus tells us, “Let 

your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).   

c.  Even though man is fallen, he still bears the image of God – not his moral 

image, but His natural image.   

(i)  That’s why murder is such a serious sin.   

(ii)  Moses writes, “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be 

shed, for in the image of God He made man” (Gen. 9:6).   

 

2.  We are especially commanded to love the saints.   

a.  Paul writes, “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all 

people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith” (Gal. 

6:10).   

b.  We are to love and care for both believers and unbelievers.  But there is a 

difference in how we love them:  with believers, there is the added element of 

delight – David writes, “As for the saints who are in the earth, they are the 

majestic ones in whom is all my delight” (Ps. 16:3).   

(i)  Augustine said our love to the saints should be more than to our natural 

relations, because the bond of the Spirit is closer than that of blood.   

(ii)  This is why Jesus says that to follow Him we must be willing to leave 

our natural family, knowing we will receive a much larger and better 

family:  “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father 

or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, will receive many 

times as much, and will inherit eternal life” (Matt. 19:29).   

(iii)  We are to love all men, especially God’s children.   

 

B.  Second, let’s look at how the Lord wants us to love one another.   

1.  He wants us to love one another sincerely.  John writes, “Little children, let us 

not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth” (1 John 3:18).   

a.  Our love must go beyond just wishing each other well.   

b.  It needs to work itself out in our actions towards one another.   

c.  But it must also come from the heart; it can’t merely be an act.   

 

2.  He also wants us to love each other spiritually.   

a.  We are to love one another because we are believers, and not just because we 

are loved by each other.   

b.  We must love one another for the good we see in each other, for what we see 

of Christ, of His holiness; otherwise our love is no different than the 

unbeliever’s.   
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(i)  Jesus tells us, “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  

For even sinners love those who love them.  If you do good to those who 

do good to you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners do the same” 

(Luke 6:32-33).   

(ii)  This not only tells us we must love those who don’t love us, but to make 

sure we’re not just loving others because they love us.   

 

3.  The Lord wants our love to be universal.   

a.  We are to love all the saints – all who bear God’s image.   

b.  We are to love each another even though none of us is perfect – remembering 

that we’re not perfect either.   

c.  We are to love one another for our graces, and pity one another for our 

weaknesses, not hate each other because of them.   

 

4.  The Lord wants us to love one another unconditionally.   

a.  Even though we may not agree.   

(i)  The Lord gives to each of us so much grace to understand His truth.   

(ii)  If we disagree, it can mean only one of two things:  either our brother or 

sister understands more than we do, or less.   

(a)  If they understand more, should this make us angry?   

(b)  If they understand less, how should we respond?   

(c)  What if we disagree on something that isn’t important?   

(d)  In all these cases, we should be patient in love, not angry.   

 

b.  We should love one another even if our brother or sister is better at 

something than we are.   

(i)  Sadly, we still struggle with pride and tend to envy and resent those we 

perceive to be better.   

(ii)  We need to see this as sin, repent of it, and learn instead to appreciate 

and love the grace we see in each other.   

(iii)  We must learn to:  “Honor those who fear the Lord” (Ps. 15:4).   

 

5.  The Lord wants us to want to be with one another:  “I am a companion of all 

those who fear You, and of those who keep Your precepts” (Ps. 119:63).   

a.  Being around unbelievers should be difficult because of the things they say 

and do that dishonor the Lord.   

b.  But being with believers should be a blessing because they say and do the 

things we love.   

c.  The Lord wants us not to forsake that fellowship, “Let us consider how to 

stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own 

assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 

and all the more as you see the day drawing near” (Heb. 10:24-25).   

 

6.  Finally, He wants us to love one another constantly.  The author to the Hebrews 

tells us, “Let love of the brethren continue” (Heb. 13:1).   
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a.  Our love for one another should end only when our life ends, when we go to 

share that perfect love with the saints above.   

b.  We need to remember that though we come from different families, we are 

all related:  We have one Father, one Head, we are members of one body; we 

are all being built together into one temple.   

c.  We’ll be spending the rest of eternity together in love, regardless of how we 

might feel about each other now.   

d.  And so we should strive to be knit together here in love.  We should be 

diligent in preserving the unity of the Spirit in the bond of love.   

 

C.  Third, let’s be encouraged to love one another.   

1.  Sadly, we don’t see much of this kind of love in the church today.   

a.  Let’s not be guilty of this.   

b.  Let’s seek to love each other and all our brothers and sisters in Christ (1 Pet. 

2:17).   

 

2.  Let’s love each other because this is what the Spirit moves us to do.   

a.  Because He is in our souls.   

b.  Because He is causing us to grow into Christ’s image.  

c.  If we can’t love those who are being renewed into the image of Christ, then 

who can we love, then how can we love Christ?   

 

3.  Let’s love each other because our Lord commands us to do so.   

a.  John writes, “And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who 

loves God should love his brother also” (1 John 4:21).   

b.  Paul writes, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who 

loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law” (Rom. 13:8).   

c.  Our text tells us, “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls 

for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart” 

(1 Pet. 1:22).   

d.  Not to love our brothers and sisters in Christ is contrary to everything the 

Lord tells us in His Word.   

 

4.  Let’s love each other because it will promote Christ’s kingdom.   

a.  Working alone, we can only do so much.  But working together as a body, we 

will accomplish much more.   

b.  When the church spends its time fighting among itself, the work doesn’t get 

done.   

c.  But when we love and encourage one another, the work advances.   

 

D.  Finally, let’s consider two things that will help us grow in love.   

1.  First, we all need to do what we can to prevent disunity.   

a.  We must make sure we’re not the devil’s instrument to spread strife.   

b.  And we need to deal graciously and patiently with those who do.   

 



5 

2.  Second, we need to meet together as often as we have opportunity to continue to 

nurture our friendship in Christ.   

a.  We need to encourage each other with our words.    

(i)  It’s so easy to be critical, but often so difficult to speak a gracious word.   

(ii)  But let’s not forget what our Lord says through the apostle Paul, “Let no 

unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is 

good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will 

give grace to those who hear” (Eph. 4:29).   

 

b.  And we need to build up one another with our gifts.   

c.  In short, we need to do everything we can to avoid quenching the Spirit’s 

work and instead encourage it.   

d.  One way we can encourage His work in our hearts is through the Table.   

e.  Let’s prepare to come to the Table now that He might fill us with His love, 

that we might be able to share that love with one another, the whole body of 

Christ, and even those outside of Christ.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


