
”Love Never Fai 1s” 
(1 Corinthians 13: 81 

Introduction: Paul has been showing to us the superiority of love 
over all of the other graces of the Holy Spirit. He has done this 
in three ways. First, he has shown us in verses 1-3 that love is 
the most essential thing in the Christian life, and that all of the 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit are nothing without it, as well 
as the greatest acts of charity and self-sacrifice that could 
possibly be performed. Secondly, Paul has shown us in verses 4-6 
how love is the source of all godly behavior in the life of the 
Christian. It is that which expresses itself in godly living. And 
now lastly, Paul is going to show us that love is the most durable 
of all the gifts of the Spirit, for it will still remain when all 
of the other gifts of the Spirit will have ceased. 

Paul tells us here that ”LOVE NEVER FAILS”, that is, it never 
comes to an end. Two weeks ago we saw that ”LOVE ENDURES ALL 
THINGS.” No matter what the world or the devil can bring against 
the grace of God’s love in the heart, it will never be overcome, 
for the Lord is the One who upholds it. Now Paul goes even further 
to say that love not only endures to the end in this world, but it 
also shall last throughout all eternity. When everything else in 
this world will have failed, this love will abide forever. This 
quality of love also sets it apart from all of the other gifts of 
the Spirit of God, such as prophecy, tongues, and knowledge. ”BUT 
IF THERE ARE GIFTS OF PROPHECY, THEY WILL BE DONE AWAY; IF THERE 
ARE TONGUES, THEY WILL CEASE; IF THERE IS KNOWLEDGE, IT WILL BE 
DONE AWAY.” But, ”LOVE NEVER FAILS.” What is meant by knowledge 
here is the gift of knowledge which is mentioned in 12:8, ”FOR TO 
ONE IS GIVEN THE WORD OF WISDOM THROUGH THE SPIRIT, AND TO ANOTHER 
THE WORD OF KNOWLEDGE ACCORDING TO THE SAME SPIRIT.” This is clear 
from the context of the passage which is contrasting spiritual 
gifts with the abiding character of the love of the Spirit, and the 
fact that the end of the chapter tells us that knowledge in heaven, 
far from being done away with, is more fully revealed, ”NOW I KNOW 
IN PART, BUT THEN I SHALL KNOW FULLY JUST AS I ALSO HAVE BEEN FULLY 
KNOWN” tv. 12). These three gifts of prophecy, tongues, and 
knowledge were given to the church only for a time in order to 
establish Christianity in the world. When their purpose was 
fulfilled, they were all to pass away. But love will never pass 
away. And so what I want you to see in this passage this morning 
is, 

The love which the Spirit of God places in the heart of the 
true believer shall be upheld by Him throughout all time. 

First, I want you to see that the other fruits of the Spirit 
will last only for a particular amount of time, but secondly, 
that the love of the Spirit will forever dwell in the hearts of 
God’s people. 

I. There Are Those Fruits of the Spirit. other than Love, Which 
Were Given by the Spirit For a Definite Time. 
A. There Are Various Other Gifts Which the Spirit Bestows 
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Besides Love. 
1.  We have seen that the Spirit of God produced in the 

church extraordinary gifts. 
a. These gifts were given by the Spirit to the 

prophets of the Old Testament, and to the apostles, 
evangelists, prophets, early ministers of the 
Gospel and to many ordinary Christians in the New 
Covenant. 

as well as the other gifts which are mentioned in 
chapter 12. 

both regenerate and unregenerate people. 

b. They had the gifts of prophecy, tongues, knowledge, 

c. And, as we saw earl ier, they were best owed upon 

2. And we have seen that there are also the common and 
ordinary gifts of the Spirit. 
a. The common gifts of the Spirit are non-saving gifts 

which all men may receive, such as conviction of 
sin, or common thankfulness or sorrow for sin. 

b. The ordinary gifts of the Spirit are only for God’s 
children, and are given to the church for the 
building up of itself in holiness. 

B. But All of These Other Fruits of the Spirit Are Only for a 
Specific Time; Some Have Already Ceased, and Others Will 
Cease at Some Time in the Future. 
1.  The extraordinary gifts ceased after the foundation of 

the church was laid. 
a. Of course, it is obvious that these gifts, even 

during the time of their operation in the lives of 
those to whom they were given, were for this life 
only. 
(i) When the prophet died, for instance, in heaven 

the gift ceased for it was no longer needed. 
There is no longer any need for prophecy, 
tongues, or the gift of knowledge in heaven, 
for now their knowledge is complete. 

(ii) 

b. But it is also clear in Scripture that these gifts 
were given to the body as a whole to lay the 
foundation of the church. 

They were given until the completion of the 
Bible. 
They did exist throughout the history of the 
writing of Scripture, but even during that 
time frame, there were still many times when 
these gifts were not in operation. 
The pattern that we have in Scripture of the 
working of these gifts, is that God first 
reveals what He is going to do in His plan of 
redemption, through revelation. 
Then He performs this great act of redemption. 
And then, He gives further revelation to 
explain the significance of it. 
Viewed from the Bible as a whole, the OT 
pointed to Jesus, the fulfillment of all the 
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redemptive acts of God in the Scripture. 
Jesus came and accomplished His work of 
redemption on behalf of His people. 
The inspired apostles then recorded these 
events and wrote further Scripture to explain 
or interpret what God had done in Christ. 
Furthermore, they also gave prophecy relating 
to the next great redemptive revelation of 
God, namely, the Second Coming of Christ. 
According to the Scriptural pattern, there 
will be no further revelation until the 
parousia, or coming, of Christ. 
And if there is no further revelation to be 
expected, neither will there be any 
supernatural sign gifts to attest to that 
revelation as being from God, which was very 
common in the days of the apostles. 
And so it is attested by the early church, that 
when the canon of Scripture was completed and the 
apostles had all died off, that these miraculous 
gifts of the Spirit ceased as well. 
For now the Jewish Church had ended, the 
Christian Church had been established, and 
there was now an all-sufficient rule for the 
church of all ages. 
The miraculous gifts failed, because God 
caused them to fail, and so fulfilled our text 
this morning, ”BUT IF THERE ARE GIFTS OF 
PROPHECY, THEY WILL BE DONE AWAY; IF THERE ARE 
TONGUES, THEY WILL CEASE; IF THERE IS 
KNOWLEDGE, IT WILL BE DONE AWAY,” which was 
written while they were still needed. 
And now that they are gone, there is no 
Biblical reason to expect them anymore. 

c. This should make you very cautious in listening to 
anyone who claims to have a ”new” revelation of God’s 
Spirit. or of believing that you have had one yourself. 
(i) It is very common in charismatic and 

Pentecostal churches today for someone to 
stand up and say ”Thus sayeth the Lord.” 

said that the Lord has spoken to them, such as 
Joseph Smith’s claim to have been visited by 
the angel Moroni, or Helen G. White’s claim to 
the prophetic gift which started the Seventh 
Day Adventist church (although it has been 
remarked by Walter Martin that this church, 
though cultic in its origins, has actually 
arrived at orthodoxy in its teachings on 
salvation as he understands it). 

any such revelations until the great 
revelation of Christ. These revelations, 
therefore, cannot be from the Spirit of God, 
but must be false delusions. 

(ii) Outside of the church, many have risen and 

(iii) But the Bible says that we are not to expect 
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d. There is no reason to think that the extraordinary 
gifts once having ceased will ever be restored in 
the future. 

There are verses alluded to in the Scriptures 
by those who defend their continuance to prove 
that these gifts will be resurrected, such as 
Peter’s Pentecost sermon, where he quotes the 
prophet Joel by saying, ”’AND IT SHALL BE IN 
THE LAST DAYS’, GOD SAYS, ’THAT I WILL POUR 
OUT OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR 
SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, AND 
YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR o m  
MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS; EVEN UPON MY 
BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, I WILL IN 
THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH MY SPIRIT AND THEY SHALL 
PROPHESY’” (Acts 2: 17-18). 
But what always seemed to be missed in these 
passages is the context. In the context, 
Peter is not referring to what is going to 
happen in the distant future, but what is 
going on at that time. 
The author to the Hebrews says that it is in 
”THESE LAST DAYS” that God ”HAS SPOKEN TO US 
IN HIS SON” ( 1 : 2 ) .  
John even impresses the point upon us more by 
saying, ”CHILDREN, IT IS THE LAST HOUR; AND 
JUST AS YOU HEARD THAT ANTICHRIST IS COMING, 
EVEN NOW MANY ANTICHRISTS HAVE ARISEN, FROM 
THIS WE KNOW THAT IT IS THE LAST HOUR” ( 1  John 
2: 18) .  
Peter was not referring to the future, but he 
was referring to his own day and the 
outpouring of the Spirit that was then taking 
place. 

2. But the ordinary gifts, which have continued from that 
time, will also be done away with in the future when 
the saints will be in glory. 
a. Paul tells us in Ephesians 4, that the gifts were 

given ”FOR THE EQUIPPING OF THE SAINTS FOR THE WORK 
OF SERVICE, TO THE BUILDING UP OF THE BODY OF 
CHRIST; UNTIL WE ALL ATTAIN TO THE UNITY OF THE 
FAITH, AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD, TO A 
MATURE MAN, TO THE MEASURE OF THE STATURE WHICH 
BELONGS TO THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST” (w. 12-13). 

b. And when the church will have been glorified in 
heaven, there will no longer be a need of the 
ordinary gifts, because the church will have 
reached that perfection, that fullness of Christ. 

c. Once the crops in the field have reached maturity, 
and are ripe, and have been harvested and uprooted, 
there is no longer any need to water them or care 
for them, for they have reached their goal. 

11. But though the Other Fruits May Cease, the Fruit of Love Which 
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the Spirit of God Produces Will Never Fail Because He Will 
Forever Dwell in the Hearts of His People. 

A .  The Spirit of God Was Given to Dwell Forever in God’s 
Church. 
1.  The Holy Spirit was purchased by Christ for His people. 

a. He is the sum of all good in this life and in the 
life to come. 

b. He is the great promise which Christ made to His 
church. Peter says on the day of Pentecost, in 
explanation of the supernatural events going on, 
”THIS JESUS GOD RAISED UP AGAIN, TO WHICH WE ARE 
ALL WITNESSES. THEREFORE HAVING BEEN EXALTED TO 
THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, AND HAVING RECEIVED FROM THE 
FATHER THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, HE HAS 

(Acts 2: 32-33). 
PouREn FORTH THIS WHICH YOU BOTH SEE AND HEAR” 

2. He was purchased by Christ that He might dwell in the 
hearts of His people forever. 
a. Jesus said in John 14:16-17, ”AND I WILL ASK THE 

FATHER, AND HE WILL GIVE YOU ANOTHER HELPER, THAT 
HE MAY BE WITH YOU FOREVER; THAT IS THE SPIRIT OF 
TRUTH, WHOM THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE, BECAUSE IT 
DOES NOT BEHOLD HIM OR IUVOW HIM, BUT YOU W O W  HIM 
BECAUSE HE ABIDES WITH YOU, AND WILL BE IN YOU.” 

b. The Holy Spirit is not only given to all those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and 
truth, but once He is given, He will never depart. 

c. He is their everlasting possession, because Christ 
has purchased Him for them by His perfect and 
unfai 1 ing work. 

B. And Because He is Forever Given to the Saints, the Love 
Which He Works Will Also Never Fail. 
1.  We have seen that the Spirit of Christ is given to 

dwell with His church forever, and yet we have seen 
that many of His gifts are temporary and have already 
or will eventually fail. But there must be some fruit 
of His presence that will never fail, and our text 
tells us that it is love. 

2. The love of God’s Spirit will never fail in the hearts 
of God’s people. 
a. Every true member of Christ’s body has this divine 

b. It is there permanently because God, through His 
love in their hearts. 

love, will never allow it to fail. As Paul tells 
us, ”FOR I AM CONVINCED THAT NEITHER DEATH, NOR 
LIFE, NOR ANGELS, NOR PRINCIPAL I TIES, NOR THINGS 
PRESENT, NOR THINGS TO COME, NOR POWERS, NOR 
HEIGHT, NOR DEPTH, NOR ANY OTHER CREATED THING, 

WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD” (Rom. 8:38-39). 
c. Though when the saint dies, he leaves behind all of 

his gifts given to him by the Spirit with his body, 
he does not leave the love of God behind, but 
rather that is perfected in heaven in full 

SHALL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE us FROM THE LOVE OF an, 
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communion with God. 

3. Nor will this love ever fail in the Christian community 
as a whole. 
a. During the periods in the church’s past when 

the miraculous sign gifts ceased for a time, the 
love of the Spirit did not. 

b. Even in the midst of the darkest times of the OT 
church’s history where it seemed as if all had 
forsaken God, He still had His faithful remnant 
with true Christian love in their hearts. 

c. And after the completion of the canon of Scripture, 
after the miraculous gifts had forever ceased, this 
divine love is still in operation and will continue 
to be so until the end of the world. 

glorified forever in the Lord’s presence, though all of 
the common gifts of the Spirit may cease, this love will 
not cease, but be brought to its highest perfection. 
Even the smallest spark of this love in the heart of 
God’s people will be fanned into a brilliant flame 
throughout all eternity. 

d. And when this church is taken from the world and 

I I I .  Use: This teaches us again how precious is the work of God’s 
Spirit in placing this love in the hearts of God’s people 
which is the evidence of God’s grace in the soul. 

A .  Let us therefore earnestly and sincerely seek this blessed 
fruit of the Spirit. 
1.  Let us strive, using the means of God’s grace, that it 

might abound in our lives, and that the love of God may 
be shed abroad in our hearts. 

2. And let us seek more and more to love the Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity, and love one another as Christ has loved us. 

B .  Having this love in our hearts is the most confirming 
evidence that we have the grace of God in our life. 
1.  There should be nothing greater or more precious to the 

Christian than that he has a sound foundation for his 
assurance of the grace of God. 
a. I have been laboring in this chapter on the love of 

God’s Spirit so that you may see and know that 
Christianity is more than a mere profession of 
faith or being a member of a church. 

b. Christianity is a living relationship with our 
risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

c. This relationship, where Christ’s life is given to 
us by the Spirit. is received by faith in Christ 
and evidenced by our repentance from our sins. 

d. But our assurance of the truth of our interest in 
Christ, our being in Him, does not come from the 
fact that we believe that we trusted Christ, but 
that we have the evidence of His work of grace in 
our hearts, which could not be there unless Christ 
had worked His gracious work in us. 

e. Based on chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians, love is that 
evidence. But it is only that kind of love which 
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has these gracious characteristics. 

cannot claim to know Christ savingly and you must 
cry out to Him for mercy to save you and trust in 
Him to deliver you from the wrath of God. 

g. But if this love is in your heart, it is very 
precious and reassuring, for it is evidence to you 
which cannot be refuted. 

can do that. And if this love is there, then God 
has had mercy on you. 

f. If this love is not in your heart and life, you 

h. You cannot put this love in your heart, only God 

2. And if it is there, rejoice, and nourish and cherish 
that love, for it is that which is a taste of heaven on 
earth and that which will prepare you for the heavenly 
realm where there is nothing but uninterrupted love 
which is perfect and pure, enduring forever in the 
presence of the Lord. Let us pray. 


