
”Love Is Not Jealous” 
(1 Corinthians 13: 4c) 

Introduction: We have been looking at the quality of love which is 
present in the hearts and lives of true believers. We have seen 
that this kind of love wrought by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of 
God’s elect is a love which is willing to suffer for a long time 
and deeply in order to accomplish the will of God. It is also a 
love which issues in acts of kindness to the souls of others, both 
believers and unbelievers, for their spiritual well-being, and in 
acts of kindness which are outward in nature, especially to the 
household of faith, but to those outside the faith as well, for 
their physical well-being. This love is the fulfillment of the law 
of God, both toward God and man, and there is no greater privilege 
on earth than to have this principle at work in your hearts and 
lives, for it demonstrates the reality of your profession. 

gracious virtue, namely, that love is not jealous. 

Scripture. In a positive sense, Paul told the Corinthians that 
they should ”EARNESTLY DESIRE THE GREATER GIFTS” (1 Cor. 12: 31 1. 
He said that they ought to desire spiritual gifts, but that they 
should above all, ”DESIRE EARNESTLY TO PROPHESY” (14: 39). In his 
second letter to the Corinthians, he said, ”FOR I AM JEALOUS OVER 
YOU WITH GODLY JEALOUSY” (11:2), and in Galatians that, ”IT IS GOOD 
TO BE ZEALOUSLY AFFECTED ALWAYS IN A GOOD THING” (4:18). It is in 
this sense used of God, where He says of Himself, ”FOR I, THE LORD 
YOUR GOD, AM A JEALOUS GOD” (Ex. 2 0 : 5 ) .  The Lord even commends 
Phinehas, the son of Eleazer, for killing an Israelite man who took 
a Midianite women into his tent after the Lord had forbidden it, by 
saying, ”PHINEHAS, THE SON OF ELEAZER, THE SON OF AARON THE PRIEST, 
HAS TURNED AWAY MY WRATH FROM THE SONS OF ISRAEL, IN THAT HE WAS 
JEALOUS WITH MY JEALOUSY AMONG THEM, SO THAT I DID NOT DESTROY THE 
SONS OF ISRAEL IN MY JEALOUSY. THEREFORE SAY, ’BEHOLD, I GIVE HIM 
MY COVENANT OF PEACE; AND IT SHALL BE FOR HIM AND HIS DESCENDANTS 
AFTER HIM, A COVENANT OF A PERPETUAL PRIESTHOOD, BECAUSE HE WAS 
JEALOUS FOR HIS GOD, AND MADE ATONEMENT FOR THE SONS OF ISRAEL” 
(Num. 25: 11-13). Jealousy is good when it is godly, when it issues 
in zeal for good and godly things. 

of others. This is the sense in which it is used in the text this 
morning. And what the Spirit is saying through this passage is, 

This week, we are moving on to a further understanding of this 

Jealousy is used in both a positive and negative sense in the 

But jealousy may also be negative when it envies the possessions 

True Christian love will not desire the possessions of 
others, but will be content with what the Lord has given. 

I. A True Christian Love Will Not Envy the Physical or Spiritual 
Prosperity of Others. 
A. The Lord gives to just about all of His creatures some 

outstanding feature or ability. 
1. The Lord may prosper His creatures physically in 

numerous ways. 
a. He may give to a woman great beauty of face and 

form, such as Sarah, whose beauty was such that 
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both Abimelech of Philistia, and Pharaoh of Egypt 
desired to take her as wife. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 

He may make a man very handsome, such as Absalom, 
of whom it was said, "NOW IN ALL ISRAEL WAS NO ONE 
AS HANDSOME AS ABSALOM, SO HIGHLY PRAISED; FROM THE 
SOLE OF HIS FOOT TO THE CROWN OF HIS HEAD THERE WAS 
NO DEFECT IN HIM. AND WHEN HE CUT THE HAIR OF HIS 
HEAD (AND IT WAS AT THE END OF EVERY YEAR THAT HE 
CUT IT, FOR IT WAS HEAVY ON HIM SO HE CUT IT), HE 
WEIGHED THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD AT 200 SHEKELS BY THE 
KING'S WEIGHT" (2 Sam. 14: 25-26). 
He may give to another great riches, such as King 
Solomon. "AND ALL KING SOLOMON'S DRINKING VESSELS 
WERE OF am, AND ALL THE VESSELS OF THE HOUSE OF 
THE FOREST OF LEBANON WERE OF PURE am. NONE WAS 
OF SILVER; IT WAS NOT CONSIDERED VALUABLE IN THE 
DAYS OF SOLOMON. FOR THE KING HAD AT SEA THE SHIPS 
OF TARSHISH WITH THE SHIPS OF HIRAM; ONCE EVERY 
THREE YEARS THE SHIPS OF TARSHISH CAME BRINGING 

KING SOLOMON BECAME GREATER THAN ALL THE KINGS OF 
THE EARTH IN RICHES AND IN WISDOM" (1  Kings 
10: 21 -23). 
He may give to another great authority so that he 
might command a nation such as King David, or an 
army such as Joab, the servant of David. 
He may make another very personable and outgoing so 
that people just enjoy being around him. 
He may make someone else very sympathetic and 
empathetic so that they easily enter into the 
struggles of others and bring comfort to them. 
To others He may give great musical skills, the 
ability to compose or to play beautiful melodies 
such as Beethoven, or Mozart. 
To another great athletic strength and coordination 
so that they can perform amazing feats such as 
Samson who killed a thousand Philistines with the 
jawbone of an ass. 
To another He may give a great intellect so that 
they make great discoveries and things are revealed 
to their minds that others would never be able to 
comprehend such as Newton or Einstein. 
In almost innumerable ways, the Lord may give to 
someone natural gifts, or a combination of gifts 
that makes them excel in some area. 

CoLn AND SILVER, IVORY AND APES AND PEACOCKS. SO 

2. The Lord may as well prosper his creatures spiritually 
in one degree or another. 
a. As we've seen, in the past He granted to some the 

extraordinary gifts of the Spirit which gave them 
great prestige in the eyes of their countryman and 
the officials of other nations, such as Daniel. 

b. He endowed others with great wisdom such as Solomon 
of whom it was said that, "ALL THE EARTH WAS 
SEEKING THE PRESENCE OF SOLOMON, TO HEAR HIS WISDOM 
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C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 

WHICH GOD HAD PUT IN HIS HEART” ( 1  Kings 10: 24). 
He may give to another the gifts necessary to be an 
effective minister and to preach the Gospel with 
such conviction and the power of the Spirit so as 
to see many come to Christ, such as the Apostle 
Paul, George Whitefield, or Charles Spurgeon. 
He may call another to teach in a Seminary setting, 
and give them gifts which excel all others in 
penetrating insight and the ability to communicate 
truth so that anyone can understand it, such as 
John Owen, Francis Turretin, or Jonathan Edwards. 
He may give to another the gifts to be able to 
effectively counsel others and to give them the 
knowledge to overcome their sinful problems and 
impart the wisdom they need to lead a godly life, 
such as a Richard Baxter, or a Jay Adams. 
He may give to another a great zeal for Christ and 
a deep love for Him, so that all of their day is 
spent in delightful communion with the Lord. 
He may give to another the gift of helping others 
so that many are ingratiated to them and have a 
great respect for them. 
He may give to someone the privilege of being 
raised in a covenant household or in the household 
of some eminent saint of God who will be able to 
teach them the ways of the Lord more accurately. 
There are almost innumerable ways in which the Lord 
has blessed His people. 
And again, some have few advantages and some have many. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 
e. 

B. But the Child of God Is Not to Envy These Advantages Which 
God Has Given in His Sovereign Providence. 
1.  Envy is an aversion to the prosperity of others. 

If the Lord has blessed others in any area with 
something greater than He has us, the temptation is 
to resent it and to think that those things would 
better fitting if we had them. 
Or we perhaps try to convince ourselves and others that we 
are better in those areas, or have other gifts, natural 
and spiritual, which excel those of our neighbors. 
The higher a man is than his neighbor, the more he 
distinguishes himself from the rest, the more 
visible he is, and the more he likes it. 
This is nothing more than the wicked sin of pride. 
And we know that we are guilty of this sin when we 
are not able to accept what others have which is 
praiseworthy and be truly thankful for what the 
Lord has given to them. 

2. And it manifests itself in the hatred of those who are 
prospering . 
a. Not only do we resent their gifts, but it manifests 

itself most powerfully in the way we resent them 
for having them, such as the way Joseph’s brothers 
hated him because he was his father’s favorite. 

b. We begin to attribute to them false views of the 
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C. 

d. 

3.  But 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

way they perceive themselves and think them to be 
arrogant and puffed up with pride. 
It may even lead some to try to excel in that 
particular area just for the possible satisfaction 
of besting their neighbor. 
Or we may speak against someone, someone we don’t 
even know, if we feel that they might be better 
than us, and try to drag them down in the sight of 
others and exalt ourselves. 
the Lord commands His children to cease from envy. 
Paul says, ”THE NIGHT IS ALMOST GONE, AND THE DAY 
IS AT HAND. LET US THEREFORE LAY ASIDE THE DEEDS 
OF DARUNESS AND PUT ON THE ARMOR OF LIGHT. LET US 
BEHAVE PROPERLY AS IN THE DAY, NOT IN CAROUSING AND 
DRUNKENNESS, NOT IN SEXUAL PROMISCUITY AND 
SENSUALITY, NOT IN STRIFE AND JEALOUSY. BUT PUT ON 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND MAUE NO PROVISION FOR 
THE FLESH IN REGARD TO ITS LUSTS” (Rom. 13: 12-14). 
He says further that such jealousy is the mark of 
carnality, ”FOR SINCE THERE IS JEALOUSY AND STRIFE 
AMONG YOU, ARE YOU NOT FLESHLY, ARE YOU NOT WALKING 
LIKE MERE MEN?” ( 1  Cor. 3: 3 ) .  
It is that which is called a deed of the flesh, 
”NOW THE DEEDS OF THE FLESH ARE EVIDENT, WHICH ARE: 
IMMORAL I TY, IMPURITY, SENSUAL I TY, IDOLATRY, 
SORCERY, ENMITIES, STRIFE, JEALOUSY . . . ” (Gal. 
5: 19-20). 
And James says that such behavior is demonic, ”WHO 
AMONG YOU IS WISE AND UNDERSTANDING? LET HIM SHOW 
BY HIS GOOD BEHAVIOR HIS DEEDS IN THE GENTLENESS OF 
WISDOM. BUT IF YOU HAVE BITTER JEALOUSY AND 

AND SO LIE AGAINST THE TRUTH. THIS WISDOM IS NOT 
THAT WHICH COMES DOWN FROM ABOVE, BUT IS EARTHLY, 
NATURAL, DEMONIC. FOR WHERE JEALOUSY AND SELFISH 
AMBITION EXIST, THERE IS DISORDER AND EVERY EVIL 
THING” ( 3 :  13-16). 
This is the behavior which characterizes the devil, 
not a child of the risen Lord. 

SELFISH AMBITION IN YOUR HEART, no NOT BE ARROGANT 

11. But a Love Wrought by the Spirit of God Will Bring Contentment 
with What You Have and Will Rejoice in the Prosperity of 
0 t hers. 

A .  You Will Be Content with What the Lord Has Designed for 
You. 
1.  When you find that envy of another’s gifts is rising in 

your heart, you will seek to destroy it. 
a. As with all sin in your life, when you find 

yourself jealously lusting after something the Lord 
has given to your neighbor, you will recognize it 
as sin and loathe it. 

b. You will seek to set all of your forces upon that 
sin and put it to death. 

c. A Christian has a supernatural aversion to sin, 
because it is opposed to the holy Law of God; it is 
an abomination in the sight of God and a stench in 
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His nostrils. 

it without the conviction of the Spirit of God, is 
to betray a dead heart within, void of God’s 
presence. 

d. To hold on to the jealousy and to continue to nurse 

2. But instead you will content yourself with what the 
Lord has planned for you in this life and give Him 
thanks for it. 
a. You will thank the Lord for what He has given you, 

even if you don’t necessarily excel in any area. 

(il God gives His gifts in a variety of areas in a 

(iil There are many with intelligent minds, but not 
variety of degrees. 

all are as brilliant as others. 
There are many with gifts for the ministry, 
but some excel in some areas and others in 
other areas. 

whatever area you consider. 

(iiil 

(ivl There will always be somebody who is better in 

b. But you will content yourself with making the most 
of what He has given to you, and be thankful. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

c. And 

Whatever the Lord has given to you, you must 
render Him thanksgiving for it. 
Remember what you have truly deserved: 
nothing but damnation and retribution. 
No matter how pure you may think your life is 
in the sight of God, considered in yourself 
you merit nothing more, nor nothing less, than 
hell and damnation for eternity. 
Everything you receive from the hand of God is 
a gracious gift which you did not earn, and 
which you do not deserve, but which God freely 
gave to you in Christ, through faith in His 
name. 
And so you will improve what He has given you 
and develop it for His service, and make it 
yield fruit for His glory. 

you will remember as well, that to whom much is 
given, much is required. 
(il With the additional gifts comes additional 

responsibility to develop those gifts. 
(iil Natural and spiritual advantages are talents 

entrusted to men that they will be held 
accountable for on the day of judgment. 
And so you will make sure that you are taking 
a good account of your possessions, and using 
them to the utmost of your ability for the 
Lord’s service. 

(iiil 

B. Secondly, You Will Rejoice in the Prosperity of Your 
Neighbors Because this is How Love Will Dictate that You 
Respond. 
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1 .  Remember that the Lord defines how we are to love our 
neighbors in His 10 Commandments. 
a. The last six commandments are devoted to our 

relationship with our neighbors. 
b. Especially relevant to our current topic is the 

10th commandment which states, "YOU SHALL NOT COVET 
YOUR NEIGHBOR'S HOUSE; YOU SHALL NOT COVET YOUR 
NEIGHBOR'S WIFE OR HIS MALE SERVANT OR HIS FEMALE 
SERVANT OR HIS OX OR HIS DONKEY OR ANYTHING THAT 
BELONGS TO YOUR NEIGHBOR" (Ex. 20: 17). 

c. Love does not hate the well-being of our neighbors, 
nor despise them when things go well with them, but 
it protects their possessions and their well-being 
both in the heart and in the actions. 

2. And if your neighbors are truly the objects of your 
love, you will desire to see them prosper more than 
yourself, for that is the nature of love: it desires 
that its object would excel. 

commandments which direct you to love in this manner. 
3.  And of course, if you love the Lord, you will keep His 

III. Uses. 
A. Are you content with what the Lord has given to you in 

life? The Lord seems to give to just about everyone in 
this world some outstanding characteristic or ability; are 
you content with those which He has given you? 
1.  You may not be the most beautiful woman or the 

handsomest man. Are you content with the way that the 
Lord has made you? 

2. There are others who have more wealth, more power, more 
prestige in life, but are you content with what the 
Lord has given you? 

greater wisdom, greater knowledge, a greater faith, 
greater intelligence, greater abilities to witness and 
proclaim His Word. Are you content with what the Lord 
has given you and what His calling is for your life? 
a. When you meet someone in church who has an interest 

in an area of commonality, do you strive to best 
that person in your knowledge? 
When you find someone who is zealous for a common 
cause, do you try to outdo them in their zeal? 

change your situation. 

given you. Paul wrote, "BUT I REJOICED IN THE LORD 
GREATLY, THAT NOW AT LAST YOU HAVE REVIVED YOUR 
CONCERN FOR ME; INDEED, YOU WERE CONCERNED BEFORE, 
BUT YOU LACKED OPPORTUNITY. NOT THAT I SPEAK FROM 
WANT; FOR I HAVE LEARNED TO BE CONTENT IN WHATEVER 
CIRCUMSTANCES I AM. I KNOW HOW TO GET ALONG WITH 

3.  There are those in the church whom the Lord has given 

b. 

c. All the jealousy in the world is not going to 

d. The Lord calls you to be content with what He has 

HUMBLE MEANS, AND I ALSO KNOW HOW TO LIVE IN 
PROSPERITY; IN ANY AND EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE I HAVE 
LEARNED THE SECRET OF BEING FILLED AND GOING 
HUNGRY, BOTH OF HAVING ABUNDANCE AND SUFFERING 
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NEED. I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH HIM WHO 
STRENGTHENS ME” (Phi 1. 4: 10-1 3 ) .  

e. In whatever circumstances you find yourself, be 
content ! 

B. Are you using what He has given you to serve Him in His 
kingdom? 
1.  Are you wasting much precious time worrying about what 

He has not given you, or are you setting about to 
develop the gifts He has given you? 

2. The Lord is not going to hold you accountable for what 
you do not have, but for what you do have. 

3.  Develop and mature your God-given abilities and employ 
them for His service. 

4. Bear fruit with them and so prove to be His disciples. 

C. Do you rejoice when the Lord blesses your brethren? 
1.  Are you bitterly jealous when you see something in 

others which you do not possess? 
2. Does the thought of someone being better than you in 

some area provoke or vex your spirit in any way? 
3.  Are you able to give thanks to the Lord for giving your 

neighbor or brethren a gift or talent which He has seen 
fit not to give to you? 

4. There is only one area in Scripture where we are called 
to try and outdo one another, and that is in the area 
of showing honor to one another (Rom. 12:lO). 
a. That is, you are not to try and take as much honor 

as you can get for yourself and make the other 
person look as inept as possible. 

b. Rather, you are to build them up, to encourage 
them, to rejoice when they excel, to glorify God if 
they surpass you in knowledge, in wisdom, in 
strength, in beauty, in wealth, or in anything 
else. 

spirit. 
(il 

(iil 

c. This is what is characteristic of a Christ-like 

The Lord did not withhold His only precious 
Son to save us, but gave him freely for us. 
The Son did not hold on to His heavenly glory, 
but took the form of a lowly servant, becoming 
poor on our behalf that we through His poverty 
might become rich. 

glory, for when they wanted to come and make 
Him a king, he withdrew. 
And if you are making a legitimate claim to 
godliness, you will express this same spirit 
in your actions and intentions. 

(iiil And Christ on this earth did not seek His own 

(ivl 

D. Remember brethren, you are called of God to mortify sin in 
your members. 
1.  Are you grieving over the movements of jealousy in your 

hearts, and the way that it expresses itself in your 
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act ions? 
2. Are you doing all in your power to crucify the power of 

this sin in your heart, and fighting not to let it show 
itself in your actions? 

totally on the grace of God, seeking to love and honor 
your brethren when you find that they excel you or may 
excel you in any area? 

4. Whether your rank is as high as an angel, or as low as 
the beggar Lazarus at the rich man’s gate, learn 
contentment! 

rejoice in the exaltation of your neighbors, for this 
is the essence of true Christian love. 

6. And if you are yet enslaved to your sins this morning 
and are outside of Christ, then flee to Him in faith 
and repentance. Trust in Him with all your heart, and 
He will do for you what you cannot do for yourself. 
Turn to Christ and be freed from a wicked, envious 
spirit! Amen. 

3.  And are you, with as much as lies within you, relying 

5. People of the risen Christ, humble yourselves, and 


