
 

“Love Is Not Arrogant” 
(1 Corinthians 13:4) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  In 1 Corinthians 13, we have been looking at the kind of love that Jesus has and that Jesus 
gives to all of His children:  what it is and what it isn’t.  So far we have seen that this love is patient, that is, 
it helps us to bear up when others hurt us in some way.  Not only this, but it also helps us to do acts of 
kindness in return.  Paul says “love is kind.”  One of the most difficult things that you or I will ever have to 
do as Christians is to love those who hate us, those who are our enemies.  It’s hard enough to love those 
that don’t seem to care about us.  It’s even harder to love those who are irritated with us, or perhaps don’t 
like us.  But Jesus tells us that we are even to love those that can’t stand us, who hate us, even those who 
try to hurt us.  When they attack us, we are not to return evil for evil, but we are to give a blessing instead.  
If someone says something bad about us, we are not to say something bad about them, but something good 
if we can, or to keep our mouths quiet, if we can’t.   
  Last week, Paul told us that love is also not jealous, which means that if someone has something we 
don’t have, some possession, or some gift or talent which is better than ours, we are not to resent them for 
it, but be thankful.  This is also something which is hard for us to do today, especially since we have been 
so influenced by the self-esteem movement.  Today, so many people find their self-worth in what they can 
do that’s better than anyone else, and if they can’t play some sport better, or think better, or play an 
instrument better, or if they aren’t cuter or more handsome than someone else, then they don’t think they 
are worth anything.  But do you know that no matter how good you are, there is always someone better?  
No matter how cute or handsome you are, there always someone who looks better.  No matter how 
personable you are, there always someone who is more so.  In light of this, the Lord tells us that we must 
learn to be content.  Which do you think would make Jesus happier, which do you think would be more 
pleasing to God:  to have one of His children brag about how good he or she is in a certain area, or to have 
one who tries to help others feel more important than they are?  Of course the second is more pleasing to 
Him.  He tells us that the only thing we are to try to outdo one another in is in showing honor to one 
another, which means that we are to try and make each other feel more important and more valuable than 
we are.   
  This evening, we will be looking at the problem of pride.  This is really what’s behind jealousy.  It’s 
really pride that makes us not like what the Lord gives others, because we really want ourselves to stand 
out and not them.  It’s what makes you angry and resentful when someone else is better looking than you, 
stronger, more intelligent, or more spiritual.  It hates to stand in the shadow of someone else whose gifts 
and abilities outshine our own.  It’s also what makes us want to tell everyone what wonderful things we 
have done, so that they can think more highly of us.  But Paul tells us,  
 
  Christlike love is not full of pride, but is clothed with humility towards everyone.   
 
I.  Pride is really just the opposite of Christian love.  It makes those who are guilty of it focus on 

themselves rather than on others.    
A.  How many have fallen in Scripture because of this very thing?   

1.  Pride is what caused Lucifer to fall, when he decided that he should rule over God, rather than 
that God should rule over him.   

2.  Pride is what made Adam and Eve fall, when they were no longer content with the way God 
made them, and decided to gain knowledge in a way the Lord told them not to.   

3.  Pride was Korah, Dathan and Abiram’s downfall, when they decided that they had just as much 
right to the priestly office as Aaron and his sons.   

4.  Pride caused King Nebuchadnezzar to fall almost literally to the level of an animal, when he 
boasted that he had built his kingdom by himself.   

5.  Pride caused Haman to be hung on his own gallows, when he couldn’t stand the fact that 
Modecai would not bow down to him.   

6.  And pride caused King Herod to be eaten alive with worms when the people praised him for his 
speech, and he didn’t give the glory to God, but decided to keep it for himself.   

 



 

B.  Pride is a very serious sin.  It is one that God singles out as being especially obnoxious to Him.   
1.  James writes, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (4:6).   
2.  The Bible says that pride will be one of the major problems in the last days.  Paul writes, “But 

realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  For men will be lovers of self, lovers 
of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, 
irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, 
reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form of godliness, 
although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these” (2 Tim. 3:1-5).   

3.  One who is prideful thinks he can do everything on his own.  He doesn’t need the Lord, and so 
he doesn’t seek Him.  The psalmist writes, “For the wicked boasts of his heart's desire, and the 
greedy man curses and spurns the LORD.  The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance, 
does not seek Him.  All his thoughts are, ‘There is no God’” (10:3-4).  If you have ever tried to 
witness to someone who is well-to-do, or at least someone who thinks that he is, you know what 
the psalmist means.  The proud are among the most difficult to evangelize.   

4.  Pride makes men reject God’s word.  We read in Jeremiah 43, “But it came about, as soon as 
Jeremiah whom the LORD their God had sent, had finished telling all the people all the words of 
the LORD their God-- that is, all these words -- that Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan 
the son of Kareah, and all the arrogant men said to Jeremiah, ‘You are telling a lie!  The LORD 
our God has not sent you to say, “You are not to enter Egypt to reside there”’” (vv. 1-2).   

5.  But those who are prideful will find themselves one day rejected by God.  Solomon writes, 
“Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; assuredly, he will not be 
unpunished” (Prov. 16:5).   

6.  The sad thing is that most of those who fall into this trap never escape it.  Solomon writes, “Do 
you see a man wise in his own eyes?  There is more hope for a fool than for him” (Prov. 26:12).  
If you have read much of the Proverbs and know what Solomon has to say about the foolish 
man, then you will understand just how hopeless the proud man is.   

7.  Pride is the very opposite of Christian love.  Love tries to honor others above itself and rejoices 
in the prosperity of others.  But pride wants to exalt itself and drag everyone else down.   

 
II.  Love, on the other hand, teaches us the Christian grace of humility.  Paul says, “Love does not 

brag and is not arrogant.”  It helps us to see ourselves, God, and others as they really are.   
A.  When we are humble, we don’t seem to be so good or great in our own eyes, but actually very 

small.   
1.  When we are humble, we first of all realize how small we are in God’s eyes.   

a.  Do you know that even the saints and angels in heaven, who are so much more glorious than 
we are in so many ways, humble themselves in the presence of God, because He is infinitely 
greater?  The psalmist writes that God “humbles Himself to behold the things that are in 
heaven” (Psalm 113:6).   

b.  If this is true of the saints and angels in heaven, who are much greater than we are, how much 
more should it be true of us?  Abraham realized how small and insignificant he was before 
the Lord, and so when the Lord appeared to him, he said, “Now behold, I have ventured to 
speak to the Lord, although I am but dust and ashes” (Gen. 18:27).  When was the last time 
you felt this way or said this when you prayed to God?  I believe that we often think we are 
much better than we are, and don’t take the time to realize how really insignificant we are in 
the sight of God.  We are nothing compared to the One in whom we live and move and have 
our being.   

c.  When we are humble, we are aware of our ignorance, our weakness, our dependence upon 
God, and also our moral corruption in His sight.  When Isaiah saw God, he understood just 
how wicked he was, and cried out, “Woe is me, for I am ruined!  Because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5).  Jacob understood this 
as well, and when he saw that the Lord had blessed him, he didn’t stand and boast that he 
deserved it, but said, “I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth 
which Thou hast shown to Thy servant” (Gen. 32:10).   

 
2.  Humility will also help us to see how little we are compared to other of God’s creatures.   



 

a.  God has made us a little while lower than the angels.  One day He will exalt us above them, 
but for now they are greater.   

b.  As we saw last week, there are also many who have greater gifts and talents than we have, 
not only those who have lived before us, and those who are alive now, but also those who 
will be born after us.   

c.  Humility will help us to see others as they really are and will show us how really unimportant 
we are next to them.   

 
B.  Once we see this, humility will also help us to act accordingly, toward God and toward man.   

1.  It will help us to respond properly to God.   
a.  The reason why the devil and his demons are not humble and still do what they can to fight 

against God, even though they know how infinitely great He is and how small they are in 
comparison, is that they are full of pride.   

b.  But humility teaches us to do the contrary.  It helps us to realize how insignificant we are 
before God, and to trust in Him and not in ourselves.  It helps us to realize that any good we 
have or do is not from ourselves, but  from God, and so it helps us to give all the glory for 
those things to Him.  And it helps us to realize that whenever we undergo trials or 
tribulations in life, that things will never be as bad as we deserve.  Job said in the middle of 
his great trials, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” (Job 13:15).  God could take 
everything away from us at once, if He wanted to, and He would be perfectly just in doing 
so.   

 
2.  But humility will also help us respond properly to men.   

a.  It will keep us from showing off, because humility does not want to draw attention to itself, 
but to give it to others.  If we have some gift or talent that is better than our neighbors, we 
won’t flaunt it.  And if we in God’s grace are blessed with a greater spirituality than our 
brother, we will be content for the Lord to see it in secret.   

b.  It will keep us from becoming arrogant.  We will not expect others to respect us, nor think 
that we have all the answers.  But it will cause us to listen to others and to respect their 
judgment.   

c.  It will keep us from thinking less of those who are lower than we are, but will cause us to 
lower ourselves and to treat them with respect, realizing our own weakness before the Lord, 
and that it is only by His grace that we are any different.   

d.  It will help us not to insist that everything be done in our own way.  It will help us to yield to 
others in matters which aren’t as important, even though we must never yield in the cause of 
truth.  It will help us to suffer wrong, rather than to wrong others.   

e.  It will keep us from dragging everyone around us down below us, so that we will look better 
than they are, but will help us to lift one another up.   

f.  And it will keep us from justifying everything we do as right, and will help us to admit when 
we have done wrong.  A humble person is willing to admit when he has fallen into sin, when 
he has wronged his brother, or when he has dishonored Christ.  It’s not hard to bring him to 
repentance.  Pride is the only thing that prevents any of us from doing this.  A humble man 
admits his faults, he receives reproof and warning, and he does so with thankfulness.  The 
psalmist writes, “Let the righteous smite me in kindness and reprove me; it is oil upon the 
head” (Ps. 141:5).   

g.  Love will help us to be like this, to act this way, because it will work humility in us.   
 

C.  But it is the Gospel that will draw this kind of love from us.   
1.  When we realize what God has done for us, how He infinitely lowered Himself to lift us up from 

the pit of sin that we had fallen into, how He sent His only-begotten Son to die for us, so that we 
might enter into a personal relationship with Him and enjoy Him forever, our only response 
should be that of humility.   

2.  When we realize what Christ did for us, how He, being in the form of God, took upon Himself 
the form of a man and was obedient to death, even the death of the cross (Phil. 2:6-8), how much 
more should we humble ourselves to serve Him and each other?  Jesus said to His disciples, 



 

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise 
authority over them.  It is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you 
shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the 
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” 
(Matt. 20:25-28).   

3.  We should further be humbled when we consider the kind of death that Jesus died for us.  His 
crucifixion was the greatest demonstration of God’s hatred against sin that ever was.  He 
executed His wrath upon His Son when our sins were imputed to Him.  It was for our 
wickedness that Christ suffered.  It should humble us that Christ died in our place.  It is in the 
cross of Christ that His love for us is more greatly revealed than anywhere else, and as we see 
this, it should humble us that He had to endure this to save us.   

 
D.  Uses.   

1.  In closing, I would ask what your heart is filled with this evening.  Are you prideful or humble?   
a.  Pride is what the devil is full of.  God hates it.  He resists those who have it.   
b.  Is this what your heart is full of?  Do you think that you are better than anyone else for any 

reason?  Because of your knowledge or intelligence, your strength or athletic ability, your 
physical beauty, your race or nationality, your social status, or your spiritual gifts?  Do you 
insist on your own way?  Do you listen to what others have to say and esteem them more 
highly than yourself?   

c.  Solomon writes, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling” (Prov. 
16:18).   

 
2.  But humility reflects the sweet and gentle nature of the One who gave Himself up for us.   

a.  Christ did not use His position for His own advantage, but humbly used it for ours.   
b.  Are you a humble man, woman, or child?  Does the thought of what your sins did to Christ 

cause you to hate them, to turn from them, and to embrace Christ in humility and 
thankfulness?  Is your humility genuine, or is it something that only happens when you hear 
something that makes you humble, such as what Christ had to endure because of your pride?   

c.  You must not rest until you are sure that you are truly humble.  If this humility is not in you, 
then neither is the Spirit of God.  Consider what happened to Lucifer, to Pharaoh, to Korah, 
Haman, King Nebuchadnezzar and Herod. God greatly punished them for their pridefulness.  
He will do so to you as well, unless you humble yourself, turn from your sins, and embrace 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.   

d.  But realizing that Christians can also struggle with pride, this calls all of us to empty 
ourselves before the Lord.  We must see ourselves as we really are in His sight, nothing but 
dust and ashes.  We must realize that nothing good comes from us at all, but is worked in us 
by His Spirit.  And we must give all the glory for whatever good that comes from us to Him.  
Remember, that it is the one who humbles himself to the lowest place in this life that will be 
the most exalted in the next.  May the Lord help us all to humble ourselves before Him.  
Amen.   


