
”Love Is Not Arrogant” 
(1 Corinthians 13:4d-5a) 

Introduction: Having seen that Christian love, which is a 
Christ-like love, first of all bears with the offenses of others 
for a long period of time, secondly, exhibits itself in all manner 
of acts of kindness to our neighbors, and thirdly, that it does not 
envy the spiritual or physical prosperity of others, we now move on 
to see another characteristic of this love, namely, that love is 
not arrogant or puffed-up. 

When one is said to envy another, it is because he despises the 
prosperity of that person, thinking that prosperity is more fitting 
for himself than for his neighbor, and therefore he begins to hate 
his neighbor out of jealousy. But, on the other hand, if that same 
individual prospers, it is likely to cause an attitude of arrogance 
within him. Now he sees himself as better than his neighbor. This 
can cause him to become a braggart and act in a very boastful way. 
This is what causes others to envy and then to hate him. 

Christian love, on the other hand, will manifest itself in a 
manner appropriate to a Christ-like spirit. Paul says that love is 
not arrogant, that is it does not have at its root a spirit which 
becomes prideful and conceited when it prospers. As a result, love 
does not behave in an obnoxious way, becoming boastful in its 
prosperity. Rather, love will seek to walk humbly before men and 
lift them up. And so what the Spirit is saying in this text is, 

Christian love is not prideful, but is clothed with 
humility towards all men. 

I. Pride Is the Very Opposite of a Spirit of Christian Love. 
A .  Pride Is the Conceited Exaltation of Yourself Over Your 

Neighbor . 
1.  We saw last week that envy or jealousy is rooted in 

pride in that it wants to have the preeminence in 
everything . 
a. A prideful person cannot stand it when someone has 

some advantage over him, whether it be in the area 
of physical beauty, intellectual ability, or 
spiritual giftedness. 

of their neighbor eclipses their own, causing them 
to hate their neighbor because he excels in some way. 

outdo them. 

b. A prideful spirit is manifested when the excellence 

c. The prideful person does not like for anyone to 

2. And when the prideful person excels, he makes sure that 
everyone knows it. 
a. Typically he boasts about his superiority so that 

b. It is especially manifested in his heart as he 
everyone will know about it. 

looks upon others with disdain, thinking them to be 
inferior to himself. 

B. Pride Has Been the Downfall of Many in Scripture. 
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2. 

3.  

4. 

5. 

6. 

It brought about the fall of Lucifer when he purposed 
in his heart to exalt his authority over that of the 
sovereign God. 
It subsequently led to the downfall of our first 
parents when they were tempted in the garden with the 
prospect of being like God, knowing good and evil. Eve 
saw that the tree was good for food, that it was a 
delight to the eyes and that it was desirable to make 
one wise, and she took from it and ate. 
Pride was the downfall of Korah and his clan when they 
sought to intrude into the priestly office, without 
being called to it by God, and were swallowed up by the 
earth. 
Pride brought about the humiliation of King 
Nebuchadnezzar, when he exalted himself in the 
establishing of his kingdom rather than God, and he 
became as the beasts of the field for a season. 
It was because of pride that Haman sought to have 
Mordecai hung on the gallows for his unwillingness to 
bow down to him, and God humbled Haman by causing him 
to be hung on the same gallows which he meant for 
Mordecai. 
Herod, when he made an oration that excelled any that 
he had done to that day, was eaten with worms and died 
because he sought to take the glory to himself instead 
of giving it to God. 

C. The Conceited Exaltation of Self Is a Very Serious Sin. 
1.  The Bible says that the last days will be characterized 

by the proliferation of such persons, "BUT REALIZE 
THIS, THAT IN THE LAST DAYS DIFFICULT TIMES WILL COME. 
FOR MEN WILL BE LOVERS OF SELF, LOVERS OF MONEY, 
BOASTFUL, ARROGANT, REVILERS, DISOBEDIENT TO PARENTS, 
UNGRATEFUL, UNHOLY, UNLOVI NG, IRRECONCI LABLE, MALICIOUS 

TREACHEROUS, RECKLESS, CONCEITED, LOVERS OF PLEASURE 
RATHER THAN LOVERS OF GOD; HOLDING TO A FORM OF 
GODLINESS, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE DENIED ITS POWER; AND 
AVOID SUCH MEN AS THESE ( 2  Tim. 3: 1-5). 

2. The Scriptures say that there is not much hope for the 
prideful, "DO YOU SEE A MAN WISE IN HIS OWN EYES? 
THERE IS MORE HOPE FOR A FOOL THAN FOR HIM" (Prov. 
26: 12). 

seek after God, "FOR THE WICKED BOASTS OF HIS HEART'S 
DESIRE, AND THE GREEDY MAN CURSES AND SPURNS THE LORD. 
THE WICKED, IN THE HAUGHTINESS OF HIS COUNTENANCE, DOES 
NOT SEEK HIM. ALL HIS THOUGHTS ARE, 'THERE IS NO Gon'" 
(Ps. 10: 3-4). 

4. It tends to make men reject the word of the Lord, "BUT 
IT CAME ABOUT, AS SOON AS JEREMIAH WHOM THE LORD THEIR 
GOD HAD SENT, HAD FINISHED TELLING ALL THE PEOPLE ALL 
THE WORDS OF THE LORD THEIR GOD--THAT IS, ALL THESE 

THE SON OF KAREAH, AND ALL THE ARROGANT MEN SAID TO 

GOSSIPS, WITHOUT SELF-CONTROL, BRUTAL, HATERS OF Goon, 

3.  The prideful man in the arrogance of his heart does not 

WORDS--THAT AZARIAH THE SON OF HOSHAIAH, AND JOHANAN 

JEREMIAH, 'YOU ARE TELLING A LIE! THE LORD OUR GOD HAS 
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NOT SENT YOU TO SAY, ”YOU ARE NOT TO ENTER EGYPT TO 
RESIDE THERE”’ ” (Jer. 43: 1-2). 

themselves to be opposed by the Lord. 
a. James 4: 10, ”GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES 

b. Prov. 16:5, ”EVERYONE WHO IS PROUD IN HEART IS AN 

5. And those who are prideful in spirit will find 

GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. ” 

ABOMINATION TO THE LORD; ASSUREDLY, HE WILL NOT BE 
UNPUNISHED. ” 

D. Pride Is Opposed to the Very Essence of Christian Love. 
1.  Christian love seeks to esteem others higher 

2. But the sinfulness of pride is manifested in that it 
than itself and delights in the prosperity of others. 

not only seeks to exalt itself over others, it will 
also virtually seek to drag others down below its own 
level, that it may gloat all the more. 

11. But a Humble Spirit, on the other Hand, Is a True 
Manifestation of Christian Love. 
A. Humility Is an Attitude which Makes Us Seem Small in Our 

Own Sight. 
1.  One who is humble realizes that he is nothing in the 

sight of God. 
a. The saints and the angels in heaven are glorious 

and excellent in many ways, yet they are humble 
because they recognize that they are infinitely 
lower than God. 

BEHOLD THE THINGS THAT ARE IN HEAVEN” (Ps. 113: 6). 

beings, for they are all infinitely little before 
God. 

d. And if this is true of perfected saints and angels, 
how much more true is it that there is an infinite 
distance between God and ourselves? 
(il Abraham realized his humble estate before God. 

b. It is said of God that He, ”HUMBLES HIMSELF TO 

c. Humility is proper to all created intelligent 

When the Lord appeared to him, he said, ”NOW 
BEHOLD, I HAVE VENTURED TO SPEAK TO THE LORD, 
ALTHOUGH I AM BUT DUST AND ASHES” [Gen. 
18: 27). 
This was due to nothing less that an 
appreciation of the infinite distance that 
existed between God and himself. 
We are nothing compared to the One in whom we 
live and move and have our being. 

(iil 

(iiil 

e. A truly humble man is aware of his lack of 
knowledge, the great extent of his ignorance, the 
small extent of his understanding as compared with 
that of God. 

f. He is sensible of his weakness, his dependence upon 
God, that he is upheld by God’s power; he needs 
God’s wisdom to lead and guide him; he is subject 
to God’s authority, all before the Fall, and much 
more after it. 
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g. Since the Fall, a humble man is aware of his moral 
vileness, as well. Not only should he be humble 
because of his creatureliness, but also because of 
his corruptness. 

h. Unfallen man was infinitely removed from God in his 
natural attributes and fallen man is infinitely 
removed from Him also as sinful and filthy. 

before an infinitely holy God. 
(il Isaiah perceived himself as a sinful and vile 

creature when he stood in the presence of the 
holy God, and exclaimed, ”WOE IS ME, FOR I AM 
RUINED! BECAUSE I AM A MAN OF UNCLEAN LIPS, 
AND I LIVE AMONG A PEOPLE OF UNCLEAN LIPS” 
(Isaiah 6: 51. 

(iil And Jacob, being humbled by the goodness of 
God, said, ”I AM NOT WORTHY OF THE LEAST OF 
ALL THE MERCIES AND OF ALL THE TRUTH WHICH 
THOU HAST SHOWN TO THY SERVANT” [Gen. 32: 10 1 .  

i. A humble person is aware of this pollutedness 

2. Humility also entails a sense of littleness when we are 
compared to many of our fellow-creatures. 
a. We are small in relation to many other glorious 

b. We are not only less than the angels, although 
creatures in the universe as well as to other men. 

temporarily so, we are also less than many other 
men who are or will be. 

c. And so humility will make us appear small in our 
own sight. 

B. Humility Is An Attitude Which Will Motivate Us to Act Accordingly. 
1.  In our behavior towards God. 

a. If we are aware of the infinite distance between 
ourselves and God, and yet do not change our 
behavior, then there is no true humility. 

yet are not humble, but are full of pride. 

his insignificance before God, to distrust himself 
and depend only on God, to renounce all the glory 
of the good he has or does, and to give it all to 
God, and to wholly subject himself to God. 

d. He is aware that he deserves nothing better than 
even the worst of situations; and that his 
circumstances are better than what he has earned, 
even as Job said, ”THOUGH HE SLAY ME, YET WILL I 
TRUST HIM” (Job 13:15). 

b. The devils know of their comparative littleness and 

c. Humility disposes a person freely to acknowledge 

2. And in our behavior towards man. 
a. Humility tends to prevent an ambitious behavior 

among men; it is not greedy of honor. 
(il If we have an advantage or benefit above that 

of our neighbor we will not make a show of it. 
(iil If we have greater natural abilities, we will 

not parade them. 
(iiil Nor will we come across as more spiritual than 
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anyone else, for we will not be concerned 
about what men think of us as the Pharisees 
(Matt. 23: 51, but will be content with God’s 
seeing us in secret. 

b. It prevents an arrogant behavior: 
(il We will not expect to be shown a great deal of 

respect, nor will we believe that we have all 
the answer. 

(iil Rather, we will listen to and respect the judgment 
of others and show them the proper regard that is 
due to one made in the image of God. 

c. And it will prevent us from despising those beneath 
us, but will cause us to condescend to the lowest 
of men and to treat inferiors with courtesy, being 
sensible of our own weakness before God, and that 
it is by God’s grace that we are any different. 

3.  It prevents a willful and stubborn behavior. 
a. If you are humble you will not insist upon your own 

will in either public or private situations. 
b. You will not insist that everything go the way you 

think it should, nor make things as difficult as 
you can, if it is not according to your own agenda. 
You will not be presumptuous and self-willed ( 2  
Peter 2:10) ,  so that if you don’t get your own way, 
you will oppose any other suggestions. 

d. Rather you will acquiesce for the sake of peace and 
yield to judgments which are not contradictory to 
the will of God. 

e. A truly humble man is inflexible in nothing, but in 
the cause of his Lord and Master, which is the 
cause of truth and righteousness. He is inflexible 
because God and conscience require it; but in 
lesser matters, he will be more willing to yield. 

being stubborn, but rather acts in a way that 
prefers to be wronged rather than to wrong (1  Cor. 
6: 7). 

c. 

f. If others are stubborn, he is not provoked into 

4. It prevents a leveling behavior. 
a. Some drag down those above them, but will not lift 

up those below them. 
b. The humble man will give to each his due (Rom. 

13: 7). 
c. He will not require that all stand on the same 

level of authority, for it is necessary for there 
to be levels of authority in society. 

5. And lastly, humility prevents a self-justifying behavior. 
a. A humble man is willing to humble himself and take 

the blame if he has fallen into a fault, injured 
another, or dishonored Christ. 

acknowledgement of his sin; he will be deeply 
ashamed of it, and he will be willing to confess 

b. It will not be hard to bring him to an 
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C. 

d. 
e. 

f. 

his faults to his brethren (James 5:16). 
Pride is the only thing which hinders one from 
confessing their faults. ”It is pride which makes 
men so exceedingly backward to confess their fault 
when they have fallen into one, and that makes them 
think that to be their shame which is in truth 
their highest honour.” 
Humility will make him do this freely. 
It will also incline him to receive reproof or 
admonition for any of his faults with kindness and 
thankfulness. 
”Let the righteous smite me in kindness and 
reprove me; it is oil upon the head” (Ps. 141:5). 

C. And the Gospel, When It Is Fully Appreciated, Draws From Us 
this Kind of Love. 
1.  First, because the gospel inclines us to love God as an 

infinitely condescending God. 
a. God stooped an infinite distance to take hold of 

poor vile sinners such as we, to secure our 
salvation by sending His only-begotten Son to die 
for us, and to bring us into a personal and eternal 
relationship with Himself where we might enjoy Him 
forever. 

God’s infinite condescension. 
b. Humility on our part is the most proper response to 

2. Secondly, the gospel inclines us to imitate the love of 
Christ who humbled Himself. 
a. Though He was in the form of God, He humbled 

Himself by taking the form of a man and by being 
obedient to the point of death (Phil. 2:6-8). 

b. If our Lord humbled Himself, and we claim to love 
Him and to be His disciples, it is fitting that we 
humble ourselves as well. ”A DISCIPLE IS NOT ABOVE 
HIS TEACHER” (Matt . 10: 24, 25). ”WHOEVER WISHES TO 

WHOEVER WISHES TO BE FIRST AMONG YOU SHALL BE YOUR 

SERVED, BUT TO SERVE, AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM 
FOR MANY” (Matt . 20: 25-28). 

BECOME GREAT AMONG YOU SHALL BE YOUR SERVANT, ANn 

SLAVE; JUST AS THE SON OF MAN DID NOT COME TO BE 

3.  And the gospel further humbles us when we realize that 
Christ was crucified for our sakes. 
a. Christ’s crucifixion was the greatest act of God’s 

b. His hatred is demonstrated so fiercely by punishing 
hatred of sin than any other. 

sin and executing His wrath even upon His Son when 
our sins were imputed to Him. 

c. It was for our wickedness that Christ was subjected 
to this, and this should humble us; it is the 
greatest reason why we should seek to have a humble 
heart before God, for Christ died in our place. 

d. It is in the cross of Christ that Christ’s love for 
us is revealed more than anywhere else, and in 
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beholding it, it should draw from our hearts a 
humble love. 

III. Uses. 
A. What is Your Heart Filled With, a Prideful Spirit, or a 

Spirit Clothed with Humility? 
1.  Pride is that which images the devil rather then God. 

a. It is that which God abhors and which He resists. 
b. Is your heart filled with this wickedness? 
c. Do you think yourself better than anyone else for 

d. Do you always insist upon your own way of doing 

e. Are you open to hear what others have to say and do 

f. Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit 

any reason? 

things? 

you esteem them more highly than yourselves? 

before stumbling” (Prov. 16: 18) .  

2. But humility is that which reflects the nature of 
Christ who gave Himself up for us. 
a. 

b. 
C. 

d. 
e. 

f. 

Christ did not take advantage of His position in 
the world, but humbled Himself. 
Are you a humble man, woman or child? 
Does the thought of what your sins did to Christ 
cause you to hate them, to turn from them, and to 
embrace Christ in humility and thankfulness? 
Is the humility in your heart a genuine humility? 
Is it something of which you are constantly aware 
or something which is only temporary when you are 
forced to meditate upon the Redeemer’s sacrifice of 
Himself for your sins? 
Do not rest until your heart is truly affected by a 
Spirit wrought humility, that which is spoken of in 
the Scriptures. 

B. This text exhorts you who are strangers to the grace of 
God, to seek that grace, that you might attain to this 
spirit of humility. 
1.  If you do not have this humility, you do not have the 

Spirit of Christ. 
2. You may not appear prideful before men, but you do 

before God by lifting up your heart against Him, and by 
refusing to submit your heart and life to Him. 

3.  In doing so you are disregarding His sovereignty and 
fighting with the One who made you. 

4. You are showing contempt for His authority, by refusing 
to obey it, by living in disobedience, and by trusting 
in your own righteousness rather than that of Christ, 
which He freely offers to you. 

Lord, it is something which He hates. 

Nebuchadnezzar, and Herod were terribly punished for 
the pride of their hearts and their conduct. 

7. And be admonished by their example to cherish and to 
seek a humble heart. 

5. Such willful disobedience is an abomination to the 

6. Consider how Lucifer, Pharaoh, Korah, Haman, King 
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8 .  Reach out and embrace Christ crucified and all of His 
benefits by faith. Repent of your sins and trust in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved. 

C. And 
hum 
1.  

2. 

lastly, let all of you earnestly seek to live a life of 
lity toward God and man. 
Seek for a deep and continuing sense of your littleness 
before God. 
Confess that you are nothing but dust and ashes before 
Him. 

except that which comes from Him. 

spirit which Christ manifested while on earth. It is 
the most acceptable sacrifice which you can offer to 
God in your life. 

5. Earnestly seek, and diligently and prayerfully cherish 
a humble spirit while on earth below, and when a few 
more days have passed, He will receive you into the 
blessedness which shall be for His people at Christ’s 
right hand. Amen. 

Throw yourself completely upon Him. 
>. Renounce all the glory which comes to you in life 

4. Yield yourself to His service. Strive for more of the 


