
”Love Is Kind” 

Introduction: Last week we began to take a look at the character of the 
love which the Holy Spirit works within the hearts of God’s elect. This 
love is a patient love which endures any manner of evil at the hands of 
our neighbors without seeking its own revenge. There are those who might 
seek to injure you through dishonest dealings, speaking evil behind your 
backs or the truth in a way so as to defame you, by the thoughts of their 
hearts, or by the way they treat you. But a love wrought by the Spirit 
of God will endure all of these offenses without seeking revenge, neither 
outwardly, nor in our hearts. We will patiently endure mistreatment for 
the sake of peace, not vindicating ourselves, that we might win the 
friendship of our adversary, rather than cementing the enmity. Patience 
is called long-suffering because we might be called to endure a great 
deal of sufferings for a great while. This can only be done with 
Christian love in the heart for a true love toward God will seek to 
imitate Him, for He is patient toward all, and to express our gratitude 
toward Him, for the patience that He has exercised toward us. 

namely, that love is kind. And what I want you to see from this text is, 
This week we will want to see the second quality of this love, 

If you have true Christian love in your hearts, it will 
incline you to freely perform acts of kindness. 

I. You Are to Freely Perform Acts of Kindness For Your Neighbors. 
A. There Are Many Ways in Which You May Perform Acts of Kindness. 

1.  You may do good for the souls of others. 
a. This is the most important way. When you benefit 

someone in this way, this is greater than giving to 
them all the riches of the world. 

time to instruct those who are lacking correct 
knowledge in the things of God. 
(il 

b. You may do good to the souls of others by taking the 

When it comes to your attention that one of your 
brothers or sisters in Christ is holding to a 
dangerous doctrine, you will seek to correct that 
belief in great love and gentleness. 
By doing so,  you will help them to avoid a 
great deal of error. 
Being off by a few degrees at the beginning of 
the journey will issue in being miles out of 
your way when you reach the conclusion. 

(iil 

(iiil 

c. You can benefit the souls of others if when you 
notice that they are living in clear violation of 
God’s commandments, you warn them and admonish them. 
(il We are all called to admonish one another, ”And 

concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am 
convinced that you yourselves are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able 
also to admonish one another” [Rom. 15: 14). 
You are also called to set a good example by 
your behavior to your brethren. This will add 
more force to your admonition than anything 

(iil 
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else. And conversely, without it, your warning 
will not be heeded and you will be deemed to be 
a hypocrite. 
You may strengthen another’s faith and 
obedience. 
You might help someone break free from an 
attitude which is growing dull toward the 
things of God. 
You might help someone to overcome a temptation 
and move on in the Christian life. 
You might give a word of counsel which will 
help someone out of a difficult situation they 
are struggling with. 

undergoing a fierce trial. 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(vl 

(vil 

(viil Or you might encourage someone who is 

d. You can also benefit those outside of the household 
of the faith. 
(il You can seek to turn men from their evil 

courses. 
You can persuade those who don’t attend church 
to come and hear the word of the Lord. 
You can warn those who have false security that 
their souls are in danger, and in this way 
become the means of awakening some to their 
sins. 
By doing this you might be one of the means the 
Lord will use for their salvation. 
They might be of those whom the Lord has chosen 
for righteousness as it says in Daniel 12:3, 
”And those who have insight will shine brightly 
like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, 
and those who lead the many to righteousness, 
like the stars forever and ever.” 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(vl 

2. Secondly, you may do not only kind acts which will 
benefit individuals spiritually, but also outwardly. 
a. You might help someone with a situation which 

affects their life in this world. 
(il You might minister to someone who is hungry, 

thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick or in prison 
(Matt. 25:35, 361. 
You might do good to someone by helping them to 
manage their money, or to invest their money 
wisely to plan for the future. 
You might help them to work on their house, or 
their car, or in their yard. 
You might help them to clear their good name if 
their reputation is in danger. 
There are many thing that you might do to 
promote their happiness in the world. 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(vl 

b. And when you do these acts of kindness for them, it 
increases your opportunity to do good for their 
souls. 
(il This would be particularly true for our deacons 
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who will have more opportunities to do this. 
When we try to bring to them the good news of 
Christ, our message will be more readily 
received if it is accompanied by acts of 
kindness. 

(iil 

c. These a c t s  o f  k i n d n e s s  can be in three a r e a s .  
(il By giving them the things that they need which 

we possess, ”Give, and it will be given to you” 
(Luke 6 : 3 8 ) .  
By doing for them a service which will promote 
their welfare, ”For you recall, brethren, our 
labor and hardship, how working night and day 
so as not to be a burden to any of you, we 
proclaimed to you the gospel of God” (1 Thes. 
2:9l. 
And by suffering for them and helping them in 
their burdens, ”Bear one another’s burdens, and 
thus fulfill the law of Christ” [Gal. 6 : 2 ) ,  ”We 
know love by this, that He laid down His life 
for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren” (1 John 3:  16). 
And so we are to perform acts of kindness both 
in the spiritual realm and in the physical. 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

B.  Second ly ,  Those t o  Whom You Are  t o  Be Kind Are  Your  
Neighbors. 
1 .  T h e  S c r i p t u r e  commands y o u  t o  ”love y o u r  neighbor a s  

2. But y o u  may a s k ,  ”Who i s  my neighbor?” 
y o u r s e l f ”  (Mat t  . 22: 3 9 ) .  

a .  J e s u s  answered this question b y  the p a r a b l e  o f  the 
”Good Samari tan” (Luke 10: 30-37). 
(il Jesus said to the Jews who were listening that 

the Samaritans were their neighbors. 
(iil The Jews and Samaritans loathed each other and 

were bitter enemies. 
(iiil But yet, the good Samaritan was willing to lay 

aside their mutual hatred and help the Jew who 
was in trouble. Therefore, you too are to seek 
to do good to all men. 

b. F i r s t  o f  a l l  t o  the good and the bad.  
(il Jesus tells us that His Father, ”causes His sun 

to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” 
(Matt. 5:43-451, and exhorts us to do the same. 
You are to do good to both the good and the 
bad, but especially to the household of faith 
(Gal. 6 :  101. 

(iiil In this world you will come into contact with 
some who are very proud, immoral, covetous, 
blasphemous, unjust, brawlers and haters of 
God. 

(ivl But you must not let this hinder you from 
ministering to them and doing them good for 
this may be the means of bringing them to 

(iil 
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Christ. 

c. Secondly, you are to do good both to friends and 
enemies. 
(il You should love your friends not only because 

you are obligated to do so, since they are 
fellow-creatures made in the image of God, but 
also because of your affection for them as your 
friends. 
But you are also obliged to do good to your 
enemies according to our Savior’s command, ”But 
I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for 
those who persecute you” [Matt. 5: 44). 
The only type of retaliation that you are 
authorized to do as Christians is to do good to 
them in return, ”SEE THAT NO ONE REPAYS ANOTHER 
WITH EVIL FOR EVIL, BUT ALWAYS SEEK AFTER THAT 
WHICH IS GOOD FOR ONE ANOTHER AND FOR ALL MEN” 
(1 Thes. 5: 151. 

(iil 

(iiil 

d. And thirdly, you are to do good both to the grateful 
and the ungrateful. 
(il Your heavenly Father is kind to both, ”BUT LOVE 

YOUR ENEMIES, AND DO GOOD AND LEND, EXPECTING 
NOTHING IN RETURN; AND YOUR REWARD WILL BE 
GREAT, AND YOU WILL BE SONS OF THE MOST HIGH; 
FOR HE HIMSELF IS KIND TO UNGRATEFUL AND EVIL 
MEN” (Luke 6: 35 1 . 

(iil And so He commands you to, ”Be merciful, just 
as your Father is merciful” [Luke 6: 36). 
You may not excuse yourselves by saying that 
they are ungrateful or will only return my 
kindness with abuse, but you are to follow this 
rule even if they never return your kindness. 

(iiil 

C. Your Acts of Kindness Are to Be Performed Freely. 
1. When you do things which are good, there is really no 

2. Rather, when you seek to bestow kindness on another, you 
kindness involved if it is done grudgingly. 

are to give freely, without reluctance. 
a. When you do good you are to expect nothing in 

return. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

You are to, ”do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return” [Luke 6: 35). 
Christ said, ”When you give a luncheon or a 
dinner, do not invite your friends or your 
brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, 
lest they also invite you in return, and 
repayment come to you. But when you give a 
reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, since 
they do not have the means to repay you; for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous” (Luke 14: 12-14]. 
You are not to give to promote your own 
interests, but from a spirit of love. 
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b. When you perform acts of kindness you are to do it 
cheerfully, with all your heart. 
(il You are to do it with real good will toward the 

one you would benefit. 

”Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also 
reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully 
shall also real bountifully. Let each one do 
just as he has purposed in in his heart; not 
grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a 
cheerful giver” ( 2  Cor. 9 : 6 - 7 ) .  

c. And when you give you are to give liberally. 

open-hearted and open-handed. 
You are to be generous with the poor, ”If there 
is a poor man with you, one of your brothers, 
in any of your towns in your land which the 
Lord your God is giving you, you shall not 
harden your heart, nor close your hand from 
your poor brother; but you shall freely open 
your hand to him, and shall generously lend him 
sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks” 
(Deu. 15: 7-81. 

(iil You are not to give with a grudging attitude, 

(il You are not to be stingy in your giving, but 

(iil 

11. If Your Heart is Filled with the Love of God, You Will Be 

A. This Is the Main Characteristic of Christian Love. 
Inclined to Do Good to Others. 

1.  Giving to others that they might benefit from you is the 
most essential element of Christian love. 

2. When we love in this way, we imitate in the greatest way 
the eternal love and grace of God, and the dying love of 
Christ, which consists in benevolence, or good-will 
toward men. 

3.  The main thing in Christian love is good-will, or the 
spirit to delight in and seek the good of all men. 

B. And the Greatest Evidence of Our Having this Desire in Our 
Hearts Is to Actually Perform These Works. 
1.  Nothing can produce greater evidence of a true desire to 

love others than the actual act of doing it. Whatever 
we truly desire, we will do. 

2. The Bible often speaks of loving someone truly when we 
have actually done the kindness which we intended. 
a. James states, in James 2:15-16, ”If a brother or 

sister is without clothing and in need of daily 
food, and one of you says to them, ’Go in peace, be 
warmed and be filled,’ and yet you do not give them 
what is necessary for their body, what use is that?” 

b. And John says, in 1 John 3:18-19, ”Little children, let 
us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed 
and truth. We shall know by this that we are of the 
truth, and shall assure our heart before Him.” 

c. If our desire to help them is sincere, then we will 
give to them what they actually need, and not merely 
talk or think about it. 



6 

III. Uses. 
A. Is your heart filled with such a spirit of love that it 

Is your heart filled with kindness or do you have a 
heart filled with bitterness and harshness? 
Are you of a generous character, or are you a selfish 
person who is only concerned about whether you profit in 
the end? 

3.  Are you giving to others and sacrificing on their behalf or 
trying to get everything that you can from your neighbors? 

4. Remember, a selfish spirit is exactly the opposite of 
what the Lord calls you to. 

5. You are to be in the business of treating others as you 
would have them treat you. 

inclines you to acts of kindness? 
1.  

2. 

B. The Lord here exhorts us to these acts of kindness. 
1.  It is your duty to do so because He commands it, but it 

is a Christian virtue as well. 
a. If you have it, it will incline you to do good to 

those around you both in the spiritual and physical 
realm. 

b. Let us therefore be willing to do, to give, to 
suffer, for both friends and enemies, for both good 
and evil, for both grateful and ungrateful. 

c. And let us do it with a free and liberal spirit 
according to our opportunities and ability, for this 
is essential to true piety. 

2. And consider these four things, 
a. First, that it is a great honor from God to be made 

His instruments of doing good in the world. 
(il When you do what is good, you become a blessing 

to others even as God had promised to make 
Abraham a blessing [Gen. 1 2 : Z l .  

of those who will inherit salvation. 

fountain of all good, who is constantly pouring 
down blessings on all mankind. 

(iil You are like the angels who minister on behalf 

(iiil You become like God who is Himself the great 

b. Secondly, that to do so is to fulfill the so-called 
”Golden Rule”: ”And just as you want people to 
treat you, treat them in the same way” (Luke 6:31). 
(il When others are kind toward you and go out of 

their way to help you, you are kindly disposed 
toward them. 
If you appreciate it so much when others do so 
for you, shouldn’t you also do so for them and 
for everyone around you? 

(iil 

c. Thirdly, consider how kind the Lord has been to you 
and will you not return this kindness? 
(il God gives you everything you have to enjoy in 

this world. 

valuable than all the kingdoms of the earth, 
(iil He has also provided for you what is more 
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(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

(vi 1 

(viil 

d .  And 

His only begotten Son. 
And what Christ has done for you, He has done 
freely, not grudgingly, ”For you know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that 
you through His poverty might become rich” ( 2  
Cor. 8:9). 
And God has given to you freely everything that 
Christ has earned, justification, 
sanctification, and an eternal inheritance in 
the heavens. 
And He did all of this while we were evil and 
unthankful and deserving only of wrath. 
And for those of you outside of Christ this 
morning, consider that the Lord continues to 
offer you these blessings in His only begotten 
Son, even though you continue to reject them 
and do spite to Him. 
Do not spurn the grace of the Lord, but respond 
to His call and trust in Christ. Flee to the 
One in whom is all the riches of the mercy and 
grace of God for sinners. 

l a s t l y ,  don’ t  f o r g e t  t h a t  the Lord h a s  promised 

(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

(vi 1 

(viil 

t o  g r a c i o u s l y  reward your a c t s  o f  kindness t o  others. 
God promises to show kindness to those who show 
kindness. The psalmist says, ”With the kind 
Thou doest show Thyself kind” [Ps. 18:25). 
Jesus tells us, ”It is more blessed to give 
than to receive” [Acts 20:35). He that gives 
away his goods to others is more blessed than 
the one who receives them. 
Solomon said, ”Cast your bread on the surface 
of the waters, for you will find it after many 
days” (Ecc. 11: 11. Orientals planted by 
scattering seed on the water at flood stage. 
The seed would sink, take root, and spring up 
producing abundant harvest. When you give, it 
is not lost. 
But what you give, you are giving to the Lord 
and He will repay you, ”He who is gracious to a 
poor man lends to the Lord, and He will repay 
him for his good deed” [Prov. 19: 17). 
Not only that, but He will repay you with more, 
”Give, and it will be given to you; good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, they will pour into your lap. For by your 
standard of measure it will be measured to you 
in return” (Luke 6: 38). 
It is easy for God to make up to you, and more 
than make up, what you give for the good of 
others. Remember that your prosperity always 
depends upon the gracious providence of God. 
And, lastly, giving in this way is to lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven where no one can 
take them away, and though you give to the poor 
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who cannot reward you, the Lord Himself will 
repay you at the resurrection. 
And when you come to the judgment seat of 
Christ, you will hear Him say, ”Come, you who 
are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and 
you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I 
was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, 
and you came to Me. . . . Truly I say to you, 
to the extent that you did it to one of these 
brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you 
did it to Me” [Matt. 25:34-36, 40). Let us 
pray! 

(viii) 

a. Maybe you have a service to sell and you are selling 
it at an exorbitant price rather than what it’s 
worth. 

b. Maybe you’ve thought about selling some possession 
you own to a friend, and all you’ ve considered is 
whether you’ll get what its worth or more. 

c. Are you willing to buy from your neighbor for the 
price that his service or goods are really worth? 

d. Remember the Lord calls you to do towards others 
what you would have them do towards you. 

e. A selfish spirit is the opposite of what the Lord 
calls us to. 


