
”Love Is Greater than the Extraordinary Gifts” 
(1 Corinthians 13: 1-21 

Introduction: The last time we were in this great chapter of the 
Scriptures, which is commonly called the ”love chapter”, we saw the 
preeminence of love. Whatever someone may lay claim to as an 
evidence of their Christianity, it means nothing unless is is 
accompanied by love. We are not now talking about a love which the 
world can produce by its own efforts, but a love which only the 
Spirit of God can communicate to the children of God in the work of 
the new birth. And so we say that the presence of this love in a 
believer’s heart is a sure sign of the work of God’s grace in their 
hearts. It is a love which fulfills the Law of God, because it 
seeks to do only good to those it is directed toward. And if this 
love is in our hearts, we will desire to do the things God commands 
us both for Him and for our neighbor. True faith is that which 
works through love. 

Another thing which Paul points out about love in the opening 
verses of this chapter, is that it is superior to the more 
spectacular charismatic gifts of the Spirit, those gifts which we 
call the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit. Love is better than 
these gifts because Paul says that one might be able to exercise 
them to their fullest extent and yet, if he does not have love, it 
profits him absolutely nothing! Having these gifts was not an 
evidence of the saving work of God in the lives of those who had 
them. But love is that evidence, and so to possess this love was a 
greater blessing. And what I want you to see from this passage 
this morning is, 

The ordinary work of the Spirit of God in renewing your 
hearts to a divine love is a greater blessing than having the 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit. 

I The Work of the Holy Spirit Can Be Divided into the Ordinary 
and the Extraordinary. 
A. The Spirit’s Work May be Divided into Common and Saving 

Works. 
1.  His common operations are those common to all men. 

a. This would include common convictions of sin. 
b. Also common religious affections, such as common 

c. These are things which all may have, but do not 
thankfulness, sorrow, etc. 

necessarily mean that all are saved. 

2. His saving operations are reserved for God’s chosen 
people. 
a. Such as working saving faith in the heart. 
b. Or saving love. 
c. And all other saving graces of the Spirit. 

B. And His Work May also Be Divided into Ordinary and 
Extraordinary Works. 
1.  The extraordinary gifts are those which are not given 

in God’s ordinary dealings with men. 
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a. They include such gifts as speaking in tongues, 
the working of miracles, prophesying, etc. 

b. They were very sparse in the Old Testament period. 
(il In Moses’ day, He was the only one anointed 

(iil Then, as Moses needed help, the Lord put His 
with these gifts at first. 

Spirit upon seventy of the elders and they 
prophesied. 
As time progressed the Lord raised up prophets 
such as Elijah, Elisha, and various others 
that He sent to His people to warn them of 
coming judgment because of their covenant 
breaking. 

(ivl There were also the ”sons of the prophets” who 
apparently also prophesied. 
But it was by no means common that one would 
possess these charismatic gifts. 

(iiil 

(vl 

c. However, during the time of the apostles, these 
gifts were much more common. 
(il The prophesy of Joel was fulfilled in the days 

of the apostles. 

those in the upper room and they began to 
speak of the mighty acts of God in languages 
which they themselves did not know, but which 
were known to those listening. 

meant. 

sweet wine. 

the fulfillment of the prophet Joel who wrote, 
” ’ AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS, ’ GOD SAYS, 
’THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT UPON ALL 
MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS 
SHALL PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE 
VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS; 
EVEN UPON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, I 
WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT 
AND THEY SHALL PROPHESY’ ” ( AC t s 2 : 17- 18 1 . 

(iil On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit fell upon 

(iiil Some were amazed and asked what these things 

(ivl Others mocked and said that they were full of 

(vl But Peter stood up and declared that this was 

(vil In the church at this time, these gifts were 
very common, especially in the church at 
Corinth. 

d. They were given to reveal the mind of God before 
Scriptures were completed and for the establishing 
of the church in the world. 
(il 

(iil 

They have since ceased because God’s 
revelation is complete. 
And His church has been firmly founded in the 
world. 

2. The ordinary gifts of the Spirit, however, continue in 
God’s church throughout all ages. 
a. These are the gifts which are granted in conviction 
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of sin and conversion of the sinner. 
b. These are also the gifts which are necessary for 

the building up of the saints in holiness and 
comfort (Eph. 4: 11-16). 

c. The ordinary gifts are only given to the saints of 
Christ. 

d. But the extraordinary gifts might be given to 
either the godly or the ungodly. 
(il They were given to the godly. 

(a) One need only think of Moses, Elijah and 
Elisha, and Daniel. 

(b) And in the New Testament it is apparent 
that the apostles possessed these gifts. 

(iil But they were given to the ungodly as well. 
Balaam exercised the gift of prophecy, 
and yet it was he who taught Balak ”TO 
PUT A STUMBLING BLOCK BEFORE THE SONS OF 
ISRAEL, TO EAT THINGS SACRIFICED TO 
IDOLS, AND TO COMMIT ACTS OF IMMORALITY” 
(Rev. 2: 14). 
King Saul was anointed with the Spirit 
of God and was often among the prophets, 
but it was he who had the priests of Nob 
put to death and who sought to kill 
David, the Lord’s anointed. 

(cl Judas was one of the twelve, who also 
worked miracles when sent out, yet he 
betrayed Christ. 
And so these gifts were given to both 
believers and unbelievers. 

(a) 

(b) 

(d) 

e. And of course all of these gifts were purchased by 
Christ in His Mediatorial work. 

11. The Extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit Were Great Privileges. 
A. It is a great privilege to be in God’s covenant community. 

1.  To partake in the public worship of the King of glory. 
2. To hear His Word expounded and to have the knowledge of 

His will, how we may please and honor Him. 
3.  To receive His gracious signs and seals of His covenant 

grace in baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

B. But it is a greater privilege to be a recipient of the 
extraordinary gifts of God. 
1.  It is a greater privilege to work miracles than to 

simply be a partaker of the means of grace. 
a. Moses was called by God to be a prophet and to 

deliver the first written revelation of His will. 
b. God granted him to perform great signs in Pharaoh’s 

sight and to lead the children of Israel out of 
bondage. 

c. God also granted that he would perform many signs 
in the wilderness and lead the people to the land 
of promise. 

d. Moses and Aaron were envied in the camp by Dathan, 
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Abiram and On, because of the honor which the Lord 
has bestowed upon them (Ps. 106:16-18). 

2. It is a greater privilege to have the prophetic gift 
and to reveal God’s will than to hear the Word of God 
expounded. 
a. God exalted Daniel in the eyes of the Babylonians 

by giving him prophetic gifts and the ability to 
int erpre t vi si ons . 

Nebuchadnezzar, the Scripture says he, ”FELL ON HIS 
b. When Daniel interpreted the dream of King 

FACE AND m n  HOMAGE TO DANIEL, AND GAVE ORDERS TO 
PRESENT TO HIM AN OFFERING AND FRAGRANT INCENSE” 
(Dan. 2: 46). 

GAVE HIM MANY GIFTS, AND HE MADE HIM RULER OVER THE 
WHOLE PROVINCE OF BABYLON AND CHIEF PREFECT OVER 

c. And Daniel was given great honors on account of 
these gifts, ”THEN THE KING PROMOTED DANIEL AND 

ALL THE WISE MEN OF BABYLON” (v. 48). 

were also shown honor on account of their gifts. 

(il They were given to both believers and 
unbelievers. 

(iil But on the whole, God honored believers with 
these gifts much more than unbelievers. 

d. The apostles and prophets of the New Testament era 

e. The gifts were very great privileges. 

I I I .  But the Point is that the Ordinary Working of the Spirit, His 
Working Love in the Heart of the Believer, is a Greater 
Blessing St i 11. 

A. Because It Changes the Nature of Your Heart and Makes You 
Holy. 
1.  The extraordinary gifts were like a garment which was 

put on. 
a. They did not change the heart of the man. 

(il They did not change the recipient’s wicked 
nature. 

(iil They did not improve his ability to honor God. 

b. They were merely things which were added. 
(il If a man was given the power to work miracles, 

that power did not come from a change in his 
nature. 
Those who were holy persons may have had the 
gift to prophecy, to speak in tongues, and to 
work miracles, yet their holiness did not come 
from these gifts, but were separate from them. 

one puts on, but which do not change the 
nature of the one wearing them. 

(iil 

(iiil The gifts are like beautiful garments which 

2. The ordinary saving work of the Spirit, on the other 
hand, changes the heart and nature of man. 
a. It is not like putting on expensive jewelry, but it 

b. He puts within you a gracious principle of life, so 
transforms the soul into a precious jewel. 
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that you become a holy person. 

B. Because the Spirit Communicates Himself Much More in His 
Ordinary Saving Work than in His Bestowing these Gifts. 
1.  In the extraordinary gifts, the Spirit produces effects 

upon the recipient. 
a. He may impress upon your mind an extraordinary 

b. He may give you the power to work a mighty miracle. 
c. Yet He may not by that communicate Himself to you. 

vision of some future event. 

2. In His saving work, He communicates Himself. 
a. When He places saving grace in your heart, He also 

b. He takes up residence within your heart and becomes 

c. He makes you a holy creature, because He is the 

d. But having the gifts of the Spirit, and knowing what 

gives Himself to you. 

an indwelling life-giving principle. 

Holy Spirit who indwells you. 

will take place in the future, does not necessarily 
mean that you will have this holy nature. 

C. Because the Ordinary Work of the Spirit in Your Hearts, 
Where He Works Holiness, is What the Spiritual Image of God 
in Man Consists. 
1.  The image of God in man does not consist in the ability 

to work miracles or to prophecy. 
2. Rather, it consists of the renewal of the inner man 

after the image of the One who created Him in true 
knowledge, righteousness, and holiness. 
a. It consists in having the mind of Christ. 
b. In being meek and lowly of heart, in walking as He 

c. This makes you more like Christ than if you could 
walked. 

work innumerable miracles. 

D. Because the Extraordinary Gifts May Be Bestowed on Any Whom 
God Chooses to, but the Ordinary Work of Grace Only on 
God’s Elect. 
1.  God does give these gifts to His saints, but that is 

not always the case, as we have seen. 
a. Jesus sent out the twelve and gave them power over 

unclean spirits, and sickness and disease (Matt. 
10: I). 

b. And, as you will recall, Judas was among them. 

2. However, the greater blessing of the Spirit’s ordinary 
work of regeneration is given only to those whom the 
Lord has set His affection upon from all eternity. 
a. Jesus sent out seventy to do a similar work as the 

twelve had done. 
b. When they returned, they rejoiced that even the 

demons were subject to them in His name. 
c. But Jesus said, ”NEVERTHELESS DO NOT REJOICE IN 

THIS, THAT THE SPIRITS ARE SUBJECT TO YOU, BUT 
REJOICE THAT YOUR NAMES ARE RECORDED IN HEAVEN” 
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(Luke 10: 20). 

than to cast out demons on earth. 
d. It is better to have your names recorded in heaven 

E. Because of the Consequences of Each of Them. 
1.  A man may have the extraordinary gifts, and yet may end 

up in hell. 
a. Judas had the gifts and yet he is in hell. 
b. Many will come to Christ on the day of Judgment 

declaring all the mighty acts they performed in His 
name, and He will declare to them, ”Depart from Me, 
I never knew you” (matt. 7: 22, 23). 

2. But one who is the recipient of the saving work of the 
Spirit is given eternal life. 
a. Salvation is promised to those who have the grace 

b. This shows that it is infinitely greater than the 
of the Holy Spirit. 

extraordinary gifts because eternal life is 
something which is of infinite value. 

c. It is of infinitely more value than a gift which 
one might possess and afterward go to hell. 

F. Because True Happiness is the Result of this Grace Worked 
in Our Hearts by the Spirit, whereas that is not the Case 
with the Extraordinary Gifts. 
1.  Man’s highest happiness consists in holiness, for this 

is the result of our closest union with God. 
2. Happiness for the Christian comes from knowing, loving 

and serving God, having holy desires in your soul, and 
exercising this in communion with God. 

man. 
3. The extraordinary gifts do not work this in the soul of 

G. Because the Extraordinary Gifts Were Given that They Might 
Secure the Ordinary Operation of the Spirit. 
1.  The end is always of greater importance than the means. 
2. The extraordinary gifts were given to the end that the 

Gospel may be established and propagated in the world. 
a. Ephesians 4:11 tells us that the extraordinary 

b. Once founded, the Spirit continues to build up the 
gifts were given to lay the foundation. 

body through the ordinary gifts of preaching and 
teaching. 

c. The ordinary gifts are therefore more important. 

H. Because the Extraordinary Gifts Will Not Profit in the Day 
of Judgment, but Will Increase the Judgment upon those who 
Possessed Them. 
1.  To whom much is given, much is required. 
2. Those who had the greater privileges, will have greater 

3.  Judas will be much more blameworthy on judgment day 
responsibility. 

than others because of the light he received and the 
powers he tasted of. 

4. Though God gave these gifts to them as an act of 
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kindness, because they did not give thanks or glorify 
God with them, the fact that they had them will 
increase their judgment from God. 

I. Lastly, Saving Grace is Greater Than the Extraordinary 
Gifts of the Spirit Because Love Never Fails, but the Gifts 
Will. 
1.  Love will endure throughout all eternity. 
2. But the gifts will cease in time, ”LOVE NEVER FAILS, 

BUT IF THERE ARE GIFTS OF PROPHECY, THEY WILL BE DONE 
AWAY; IF THERE ARE TONGUES, THEY WILL CEASE; IF THERE 
IS KNOWLEDGE, IT WILL BE DONE AWAY” (v. 8). 

than the extraordinary. 
3.  The ordinary gifts of the Spirit of God are greater 

IV. Improvement of the Subject. 
A. Saving Grace is the Greatest Privilege God Bestows on Any 

in this World. 
1.  If the extraordinary gifts are the greatest privileges 

next to ordinary gifts, then the ordinary gift of 
saving grace must be the greatest privilege you can 
possess. 
a. Saving grace is greater than any natural gifts or 

b. It is greater than the greatest intellectual 

c. It is greater than having great riches or great 

natural abi 1 i ties. 

attainments or any amount of learning. 

status. 

2. Mary was greatly privileged to carry the Son of God in 
her womb and to raise Him. But it is greater yet to 
have the work of God’s Spirit in your heart. 
a. As Jesus taught the multitudes, a woman cried out, 

”’BLESSED IS THE WOMB THAT BORE YOU, AND THE 
BREASTS AT WHICH YOU NURSED.’ BUT HE SAID, ’ON THE 
CONTRARY, BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR THE WORD OF 
&ID, AND OBSERVE IT’ ” (Luke 1 1 : 27-28 ) . 

b. On another occasion, He said that to do the will of 
God was greater than to be physically related to 
Him, ”AND SOMEONE SAID TO HIM, ’BEHOLD, YOUR MOTHER 
AND YOUR BROTHERS ARE STANDING OUTSIDE SEEKING TO 
SPEAU TO YOU.’ AND HE ANSWERED THE ONE WHO WAS 

MY BROTHERS?’ AND STRETCHING OUT HIS HAND TOWARD 
HIS DISCIPLES, HE SAID, ’BEHOLD, MY MOTHER AND MY 
BROTHERS! FOR WHOEVER DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER 

MOTHER’ ” (Matt . 12: 47-50). 

TELLING HIM AND SAID, ’WHO IS MY MOTHER AND WHO ARE 

WHO IS IN HEAVEN, HE IS MY BROTHER AND SISTER AND 

B. The Extraordinary Gifts Should Never Be Confused as Sure 
Marks of Saving Grace. 
1.  The extraordinary gifts have ceased in our time. 
2. But if they did exist, this would not be a sign of 

saving grace. 
a. You are not saved because you think that the Lord 

spoke to you. 
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c. 

n. 

b. You are not saved because you have had some 
marvelous experience which you think is from God. 

c. The only way that a man might be saved is through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone. 

d. This is what the Bible plainly declares. 
e. And the infallible mark of that salvation is summed 

up in love, for it is that which distinguishes the 
faith of devils from that of God’s children. 

How Much Should You Who Have Received this Saving Grace 
Bless and Praise God, and Live for His Glory Alone? 
1.  You may get excited by the wonderful experiences of the 

people of God under the extraordinary operations of the 
Spirit, such as Paul being caught up into the third 
heaven. 

2. But these are really nothing compared to the privilege of 
being like Christ and having His love in your hearts. 

3.  What manner of persons ought you to be then in all holy 
conversation and godliness? 
a. Consider how much He has blessed you, and won’t you 

live for Him? 
b. Do you think so little of Christ that you will not 

give Him your whole heart, but go after the world, 
neglecting Him and His glory and His service? 

thankfulness? 

gratitude? 

c. What more could He have done for you to secure your 

d. And what have you done for Him to show your 

How should those of you who are strangers to His grace seek 
this blessing of God’s love? 
1.  Consider how miserable it is for you to be far from the 

2. And how will you be able to endure the coming wrath of 

3. Come to Christ and be saved from the consequences of 

love of God. 

God apart from the grace of Christ? 

your sins. Trust in Him alone to save you and you 
will be delivered. 

4. The psalmist says, ”NOW CONSIDER THIS, YOU WHO FORGET 
mn, LEST I TEAR YOU IN PIECES, AND THERE BE NONE TO 
HONORS ME; AND TO HIM WHO ORDERS HIS WAY ARIGHT I SHALL 
DELIVER. HE WHO OFFERS A SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING 

SHOW THE SALVATION OF GOD” (Ps. 50: 22-23). Amen! 


