
“Love God by Telling the Truth about Your Neighbor” 

(Exodus 20:16) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

We’ve been looking  

 

At how we are to love our Lord  

 

By loving our neighbor  

 

In the second section of the Ten Commandments.   

 

We are to love them  

 

By honoring their authority –  

 

By submitting to those over us  

 

When they use their authority as God intends –  

 

By protecting their lives –  

 

In how we treat them,  

 

Speak of them,  

 

And think of them –  

 

By protecting their purity –  

 

By being faithful to our spouses,  

 

And not doing anything  

 

That would tempt others  

 

Not to be faithful to theirs;  

 

As well as avoiding all immorality  

 

Before we marry –  
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And by protecting what belongs to them –  

 

By not taking what is theirs  

 

Without their permission;  

 

And by making sure  

 

We don’t withhold the mercy  

 

The Lord calls us to show them;  

 

As well as giving to the Lord  

 

What rightfully belongs to Him.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This evening,  

 

We’re looking at  

 

How we are to love the Lord and our neighbor  

 

In what we say.   

 

 

Words are much more powerful  

 

Than we often give them credit for.   

 

It’s been said that the pen is mightier than the sword –  

 

Words can move minds and hearts  

 

Like nothing else:   

 

Consider the influence Hitler had over Germany,  

 

Stalin over Russia,  

 

Mussolini over Italy,  

 

And Emperor Hirohito over Japan during WWII.   
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Consider the impact of Marx’s Communist Manifesto,  

 

As well as the speeches of Martin Luther King, Jr.   

 

Consider also the impact of Jesus’ ministry.   

 

 

Words can be very powerful,  

 

Which is why we need to be careful how we use them.   

 

James warns us in 3:6-10, “And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the 

tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets 

on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.  For every species of 

beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been 

tamed by the human race.  But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil 

and full of deadly poison.  With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we 

curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; from the same mouth 

come both blessing and cursing.  My brethren, these things ought not to be this 

way.”   

 

With our words, we can hurt others,  

 

Or we can bless them:   

 

The Lord wants us to use our words  

 

As Jesus did:  to bless others.   

 

 

Let’s consider the ninth commandment,  

 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor” (Ex. 20:16).   

 

1.  We’ll look first at what it means,  

 

2.  And second, at what it teaches us about loving others.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what does it mean?   

 

It primarily forbids the most destructive use of words:   

 

Making false accusations against our neighbor.   
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We looked this morning  

 

At how the eighth commandment  

 

Forbids frivolous lawsuits –  

 

If you bring a lawsuit against your neighbor  

 

Under false pretenses, and win,  

 

You are guilty of stealing from your neighbor:   

 

Words are how these lawsuits are brought –  

 

By lying about the circumstances –  

 

We are not to bear false witness against our neighbor.   

 

 

The fact that the Lord forbade this  

 

Should have been enough by itself  

 

To prevent this from happening,  

 

But knowing the condition of man’s heart,  

 

The Lord made additional requirements:   

 

First, that no charge be admitted  

 

Unless there were two or three witnesses.   

 

Moses writes in Deuteronomy 19:15, “A single witness shall not rise up against a 

man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the 

evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.”   

 

But knowing even this wouldn’t be enough –  

 

As Jezebel proved on one occasion  

 

When she hired two worthless men  

 

To accuse Naboth of cursing God and the king (a capital crime)  

 

So that he would be put to death  
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And Ahab could have his vineyard (1 Kings 21) –  

 

The Lord also gave this warning in Deuteronomy 19:16-21:   

 

“If a malicious witness rises up against a man to accuse him of wrongdoing, then 

both the men who have the dispute shall stand before the LORD, before the 

priests and the judges who will be in office in those days.  The judges shall 

investigate thoroughly, and if the witness is a false witness and he has accused 

his brother falsely, then you shall do to him just as he had intended to do to his 

brother.  Thus you shall purge the evil from among you.  The rest will hear and 

be afraid, and will never again do such an evil thing among you.  Thus you shall 

not show pity:  life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 

foot.”   

 

If we falsely accuse another,  

 

The Lord tells us  

 

That whatever we were trying to do to them  

 

Will be done to us.   

 

We should think about this  

 

Before we accuse our neighbor of anything.   

 

 

B.  But there is a broader application of this principle  

 

That teaches us how the Lord would have us to love our neighbor:   

 

That we don’t use our tongue to injure others,  

 

But instead to bless them.   

 

 

1.  Considering what we read in James a moment ago,  

 

We need to see there are many ways  

 

We can injure others with our words.   

 

 

We can injure others by saying things  
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About them that aren’t true.   

 

After Saul had died,  

 

David wanted to show kindness to his family  

 

So he invited Jonathan’s crippled son, Mephibosheth,  

 

To come and live with him.   

 

But when Absalom rebelled  

 

And David had to leave Jerusalem,  

 

Mephibosheth’s servant Ziba  

 

Thought he would take advantage of the situation.   

 

We read in 2 Samuel 16:1-3, “Now when David had passed a little beyond the 

summit, behold, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth met him with a couple of 

saddled donkeys, and on them were two hundred loaves of bread, a hundred 

clusters of raisins, a hundred summer fruits, and a jug of wine.  The king said 

to Ziba, ‘Why do you have these?’  And Ziba said, ‘The donkeys are for the 

king’s household to ride, and the bread and summer fruit for the young men 

to eat, and the wine, for whoever is faint in the wilderness to drink.’  Then the 

king said, ‘And where is your master's son?’  And Ziba said to the king, 

‘Behold, he is staying in Jerusalem, for he said, “Today the house of Israel 

will restore the kingdom of my father to me.”’”   

 

When we lie about others to injure them  

 

Or to gain something for ourselves,  

 

We fall short of the love the Lord calls us to show.   

 

 

The same is true if we purposely misrepresent  

 

Why others do what they do.   

 

When David came out to the battle front  

 

To see how the war with the Philistines was going,  

 

He heard Goliath’s taunts,  
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And then began to ask the soldiers  

 

What Saul had promised to do for the man  

 

Who could defeat him.   

 

His courage and Eliab’s lack of courage,  

 

Made Eliab jealous,  

 

And so we read in 1 Samuel 7:28, “Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he 

spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger burned against David and he said, ‘Why 

have you come down?  And with whom have you left those few sheep in the 

wilderness?  I know your insolence and the wickedness of your heart; for you 

have come down in order to see the battle.’”   

 

When we misrepresent what others do  

 

To make ourselves look good  

 

And them look bad,  

 

We fall short of the love our Lord calls us to.   

 

 

We can break this commandment  

 

By twisting what others say against them.   

 

Jesus said to the Jews in John 2:19, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 

raise it up.”   

 

They later used His words against Him to condemn Him.   

 

We read in Matthew 26:60-61, “But later on two came forward, and said, ‘This 

man stated, “I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three 

days.”’”   

 

When we use what others say against them  

 

In order to injure them,  

 

We fall short of the standard.   

 

 

These things really amount to slander –  
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Saying something about someone that isn’t true –  

 

That is the same as lying.   

 

The Lord says in Leviticus 19:16, “You shall not go about as a slanderer among 

your people, and you are not to act against the life of your neighbor; I am the 

LORD.”   

 

And Paul writes to the Colossians, “Do not lie to one another, since you laid 

aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is 

being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who 

created him” (3:9-10).   

 

 

Gossip is another way we can injure others with our words –  

 

Either by spreading a rumor that isn’t true,  

 

Or something that might be true,  

 

But that hurts our neighbor.   

 

Solomon writes in Proverbs 20:19, “He who goes about as a slanderer reveals 

secrets, therefore do not associate with a gossip.”   

 

 

We can hurt others by saying something true about them,  

 

When the right thing to do would be not to say it:   

 

When David was on the run from Saul,  

 

He went to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest,  

 

Who helped him by giving him bread and a sword.   

 

Doeg, the Edomite, was there and saw him,  

 

And later told Saul –  

 

The result was that Ahimelech and the priests  

 

Were all slaughtered.   

 

David wrote Psalm 52 to express what Doeg had done:   
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We read in verses 1-5, “Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man?  The 

lovingkindness of God endures all day long.  Your tongue devises 

destruction, like a sharp razor, O worker of deceit.  You love evil more than 

good, falsehood more than speaking what is right.  You love all words that 

devour, O deceitful tongue.  But God will break you down forever; He will 

snatch you up and tear you away from your tent, and uproot you from the 

land of the living.”   

 

 

There are many more ways we can hurt others with our tongues:   

 

When we make fun of them,  

 

As Hagar did Isaac after he was born (Gen. 21:9).   

 

 

When we flatter them –  

 

Tell them nice things  

 

That may or may not be true  

 

To get something from them,  

 

Or to get them to do something for us (Ps. 12:2-3).   

 

 

When we boast about ourselves and the things we do  

 

To make others appear smaller (Rom. 12:16).   

 

Or exaggerate their faults for the same reason (Matt. 7:3-5).   

 

 

When someone comes to us to point out a concern,  

 

But we refuse to admit it.   

 

Solomon writes in Proverbs 28:13, “He who conceals his transgressions will not 

prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.”   

 

 

By not being willing to listen to someone  

 

When they defend themselves against a false charge,  
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Such a the Jews did to Stephen (Acts 7:56-57).   

 

 

By ridiculing others when they are praised  

 

To knock them down (1 Cor. 13:4).   

 

 

By not reproving others when we need to (Lev. 19:17),  

 

Which is a sin of omission.   

 

 

Let’s also not forget  

 

That there are other ways of communicating  

 

Besides using words:   

 

This also teaches us not to injure others  

 

Through any facial expressions or gestures  

 

That communicate ill-will.   

 

 

 

2.  What does this commandment teach us  

 

About how we are to love others?   

 

 

Besides avoiding the sins we just considered,  

 

We need to use our words to build each other up.   

 

 

When we speak, we should speak the truth in love –  

 

Speak to help, rather than hurt.   

 

Paul writes, “But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into 

Him who is the head, even Christ” (Eph. 4:15).   
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The Lord says through Zechariah the prophet, “These are the things which you 

should do:  speak the truth to one another; judge with truth and judgment for 

peace in your gates” (Zech 8:16).   

 

 

We should use our words to build up one another in the eyes of others  

 

Rather than to tear them down.   

 

John writes in 3 John 1:12, “Demetrius has received a good testimony from 

everyone, and from the truth itself; and we add our testimony, and you know 

that our testimony is true.”   

 

 

We should be willing to express our appreciation openly  

 

When others do well.   

 

Paul writes to the Romans, “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 

all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world” 

(Rom. 1:8).   

 

And John writes in 3 John 1:3-4, “For I was very glad when brethren came and 

testified to your truth, that is, how you are walking in truth.  I have no greater 

joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.”   

 

 

We should try to cover over the weaknesses of others  

 

Rather than expose them.   

 

Solomon writes, “He who conceals a transgression seeks love, but he who 

repeats a matter separates intimate friends” (Prov. 17:9).   

 

And Peter writes, “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because 

love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8).   

 

 

We should be ready to believe a good report about them.   

 

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 13:6, 7 that love, “does not rejoice in 

unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things.”   

 

And we should be unwilling to listen to a bad report:   
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David tells us in our call to worship who may ascend the hill of the Lord, “He 

who does not slander with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor takes 

up a reproach against his friend” (Ps. 15:3).   

 

 

Instead of joining with those who misrepresent others,  

 

Love dictates that we should be ready to defend them.   

 

When Saul accused David before Ahimelech,  

 

Ahimelech stood up for him, “Then Ahimelech answered the king and said, 

‘And who among all your servants is as faithful as David, even the king’s 

son-in-law, who is captain over your guard, and is honored in your house?’” 

(1 Sam 22:14).   

 

 

The best example we have  

 

Of the right use of the tongue  

 

Is our Lord Jesus:   

 

He never used His words  

 

To tear down or injure anyone.   

 

Even when He reproved  

 

The Pharisees and the Sadducees for their hypocrisy,  

 

His words were neither weaker nor stronger  

 

Than they needed to be,  

 

But were perfectly calculated  

 

To point them in the right direction.   

 

We would all do well  

 

To read and study His example in the Gospels  

 

To learn best how to love others with our words.   

 

May the Lord give us His grace –  
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May He lead us by His Spirit –  

 

To build others up with our words,  

 

And not to tear them down.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


