
“Love God by Keeping Yourself and Others Pure” 

(Exodus 20:14) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning,  

 

We saw we are to love God  

 

By protecting His image:   

 

Man is the image of God.   

 

God made man in His image  

 

That He might have fellowship with man –  

 

Not because God needed it,  

 

But because man did.   

 

God is a full cup –  

 

He cannot be any more blessed than He is.   

 

But because He’s full,  

 

He had the desire to create  

 

And to bless His creatures –  

 

Especially man –  

 

By giving Himself to us   

 

Through His Son, Jesus Christ.   

 

But it’s precisely because man was given the honor  

 

Of being made in His image for fellowship,  

 

That God tells us we must protect him.   
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And so, not only must we  

 

Not take away life unjustly,  

 

We are not to do anything  

 

That tends in that direction:   

 

We are not to harm others,  

 

Harbor hateful thoughts about them,  

 

Harbor desires to harm them,  

 

Or hurt them through our words.   

 

 

Instead we are to do what we can  

 

To protect and preserve their lives,  

 

As well as our own;  

 

And use our words to minister to them,  

 

Rather than tear them down –  

 

Especially, in bringing them the Gospel.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This evening,  

 

Let’s consider the next area  

 

In which God calls us to love Him:   

 

And that is in our sexuality.   

 

We are to keep ourselves pure,  

 

And help others be pure.   
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Let’s consider three things:   

 

1.  What the seventh commandment is saying.   

 

2.  The ways it can be broken.   

 

3.  And a broader application of this principle.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is the commandment saying?   

 

The Lord tells us in the seventh commandment,  

 

“You shall not commit adultery” (Ex. 20:14).   

 

 

The word means to have sexual relations –  

 

Rather than repeat this each time,  

 

I’ll just refer to it as having relations –  

 

It means to have relations  

 

With someone other than your spouse,  

 

Whether or not that other person is married.   

 

 

It can also mean if you’re not married,  

 

To have relations with someone who is.   

 

 

There is a broader application of this commandment  

 

That we’ll look at in a few moments.   

 

 

But let me say at this point,  

 

That this commandment assumes –  

 

As does all of Scripture –  

 



4 

A Biblical definition of marriage.   

 

 

God established marriage  

 

To be a blessing to mankind,  

 

To be a covenant/contract that would provide companionship  

 

Between one man and one woman.   

 

God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable 

for him” (Gen. 2:18).   

 

“So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He 

took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.  The LORD God 

fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought 

her to the man.  The man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 

flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.’  For this 

reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and 

they shall become one flesh” (vv. 21-24).   

 

Anything other than this is not marriage –  

 

Regardless of what our leaders of state –  

 

Or the people of this world – might say.   

 

 

Marriage is a blessing given by God,  

 

That is meant to be an exclusive relationship  

 

Between one man and one woman  

 

For the entirety of their lives –  

 

One in which they separate themselves from all others  

 

And keep themselves only for themselves.   

 

 

B.  Second, how can this commandment be broken?   

 

I’ve already mentioned the most obvious way:   
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By bringing someone else into this relationship;  

 

By failing to keep it exclusive between yourself and your spouse;  

 

Or if you’re not married,  

 

By have relations with someone  

 

Who is married to someone else.   

 

 

Along these lines,  

 

The Lord tells us there is another way  

 

That we may commit this sin:   

 

And that is through unlawful divorce and remarriage.   

 

I don’t have time to deal with this fully,  

 

But I do want to say a few things about it:   

 

 

We read in Matthew 19:3-9, “Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and 

asking, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?’  And He 

answered and said, ‘Have you not read that He who created them from the 

beginning MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE, and said, “FOR THIS 

REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE 

JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH”?  

So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined 

together, let no man separate.’  They said to Him, ‘Why then did Moses 

command to GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her 

AWAY?’  He said to them, ‘Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted 

you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.  And 

I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries 

another woman commits adultery.’”   

 

Jesus tells us,  

 

That if we divorce our spouse,  

 

And marry someone else –  

 

Without Biblical grounds for that divorce –  
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We commit adultery against them.   

 

The reason is,  

 

That without Biblical grounds,  

 

There is no Biblical divorce –  

 

We’re still in a marriage relationship –  

 

And if we have relations with someone else –  

 

Which we would do if we remarried –  

 

We commit adultery.   

 

 

The Biblical grounds for a divorce –  

 

According to Jesus in verse 9 –  

 

Is immorality,  

 

Which is a broad term  

 

That refers to sexual uncleanness.   

 

In this context,  

 

It refers primarily to adultery.   

 

 

If your spouse commits adultery,  

 

And they refuse to repent,  

 

You may divorce them –  

 

At which time, your marriage to them ends –  

 

And marry another,  

 

Without committing adultery,  

 

Because you are no longer married.   
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The other grounds is in 1 Corinthians 7:12-16,  

 

Where Paul writes, “But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife 

who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must not divorce her.  

And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, 

she must not send her husband away.  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified 

through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing 

husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.  Yet if 

the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under 

bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.  For how do you know, O 

wife, whether you will save your husband?  Or how do you know, O husband, 

whether you will save your wife?”   

 

If you marry an unbeliever,  

 

Contrary to what the Lord tells us to do –  

 

We are to marry only in the Lord (1 Cor. 7:39)–  

 

And you come to yourself,  

 

Realize what you’ve done and repent,  

 

You must stay in that marriage  

 

As long as your spouse desires to remain in it,  

 

With the hope that the Lord might  

 

Mercifully bring your spouse to Himself.   

 

 

The same could happen  

 

If two professing believers marry,  

 

Only to discover that one isn’t really converted;  

 

Or if two unbelievers marry,  

 

Only to have one converted later.   

 

 

If the unbeliever wants out,  
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Paul says the believing spouse  

 

Is not to try and stop them.   

 

He also says the brother or sister  

 

Is not bound to that marriage,  

 

Because the Lord has called us to peace.   

 

 

But what about the person  

 

Who divorces their spouse  

 

Without Biblical grounds,  

 

Marries someone else,  

 

And commits adultery?   

 

If they repent,  

 

Do they need to divorce their new spouse  

 

And remarry their former spouse  

 

So that they don’t live in perpetual adultery?   

 

No.   

 

 

For one thing,  

 

The Lord expressly forbids this.   

 

He says in Deuteronomy 24:1-4, “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it 

happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency 

in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends 

her out from his house, and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another 

man's wife, and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate 

of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter 

husband dies who took her to be his wife, then her former husband who sent her 

away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; 

for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the 

land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.”   
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For another,  

 

It’s only the first time  

 

One has relations with their new spouse  

 

That adultery is committed.   

 

After it has been committed  

 

Then the grounds that weren’t there before  

 

Are now there;  

 

Now the previous marriage covenant is broken,  

 

And the new one is valid –  

 

Though both are still guilty of that sin  

 

Until they repent.   

 

One thing that points us in this direction  

 

Is the fact that Jesus recognized  

 

The five marriages of the Samaritan woman.   

 

In John 4:16-18, we read, “He said to her, ‘Go, call your husband and come here.’  

The woman answered and said, ‘I have no husband.’  Jesus said to her, ‘You 

have correctly said, “I have no husband”; for you have had five husbands, and 

the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly.’”   

 

It’s unlikely that each of her five husbands died.   

 

 

The principle here is the same:   

 

One is guilty of adultery  

 

If they have relations  

 

With someone other than the one  
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To whom they’re married.   

 

 

If we are to love the Lord –  

 

And our neighbor –  

 

We must be faithful to our marriage covenants –  

 

We must keep ourselves exclusively for our spouses.   

 

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider a broader application of this principle.   

 

 

What we saw in the sixth commandment  

 

Is equally true here:   

 

This commandment may also be broken  

 

In our thoughts and desires.   

 

Jesus said in our reading this morning,  

 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; 

but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matt. 5:27-28).   

 

If you keep yourself exclusively for your spouse,  

 

Have you kept the seventh commandment?   

 

That’s what the Pharisees thought;  

 

But Jesus tells them otherwise.   

 

 

If we look at someone other than our spouse  

 

And desire to have relations with them,  

 

We have broken this command.   

 

 

We do need to understand  
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That the word Jesus uses here  

 

Means to have a “strong desire” –  

 

It doesn’t mean simply to find someone attractive –  

 

It means to have a desire to have relations with them.   

 

 

If that’s what you have  

 

Towards someone other than your spouse,  

 

You’ve committed adultery in your heart and mind.   

 

It’s not as bad as committing the actual act,  

 

But it still violates the principle of love,  

 

And so is sin we must repent of.   

 

We all need to guard our hearts.   

 

We must not allow such thoughts  

 

To remain in our minds,  

 

But take everyone captive to the obedience of Christ.   

 

 

If we include the principle  

 

That we are to love our neighbor as we love ourselves,  

 

This commandment also tells us  

 

Not to do things that would cause someone else  

 

To desire us in this way –  

 

Be careful where you dress and undress,  

 

What you wear,  

 

How you act,  
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What you say –  

 

That you don’t provoke this desire in others.   

 

 

Ladies, I’m sure you know by now  

 

How vulnerable men are in this area.   

 

You can be like a flame  

 

Applied to gasoline:   

 

Just be aware  

 

And be careful.   

 

 

Finally, let’s not forget  

 

That this command also forbids fornication –  

 

Or relations outside of the marriage covenant –  

 

Between a man and a woman who aren’t married.   

 

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:15-20, “Do you not know that your bodies are 

members of Christ?  Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make 

them members of a prostitute?  May it never be!  Or do you not know that the 

one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her?  For He says, ‘THE 

TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.’  But the one who joins himself to the 

Lord is one spirit with Him.  Flee immorality.  Every other sin that a man 

commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.  

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 

whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been 

bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.”   

 

It doesn’t matter if you think you love each other,  

 

That you intend to get married,  

 

Or if you’re engaged –  

 

If you’re not married,  
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You are not to have relations,  

 

Or to allow yourself  

 

To get into situations  

 

Where you will be tempted to have relations.   

 

 

The Lord has given this blessing  

 

Only for the marriage covenant:   

 

Anything else is sin  

 

And falls short of the love  

 

The Lord calls us to show Him  

 

And our neighbor.   

 

He wants us to keep ourselves pure,  

 

And to do everything we can  

 

To keep our neighbor pure as well –  

 

That is how the Lord defines love;  

 

And this is what He gives us the power to do  

 

Through His Spirit, living in our hearts.   

 

 

May the Lord strengthen His love in us.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


